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Oir OUR DUTY TO GOI>, AND TH£ DISPOaUTIOMS 
WHICH W£ SHOULD MANIFEST tOWABDS HU£. 



LECTURE XXXYI. 

ON LOV£ TOGDpk 

Mai'k xiL 30. — And thou shaU love IhaJUord thp Oodf wiA aU 
ik^ hearty and with all thy mind, andunth all thy strength* 

In the former part of this work^ 1 have treated of 
the fundamental doetrines of the two covenants 
which God has made with mankbd. The first was 
entered into with Adam in a state of innocence, 
which he voluntarily broke by his disobedience*: 
and the second, with his fallen race, through Christ 
our Mediator, whose death ratified the solemn com- 
pact between God and man, and ensured the be- 
stowment of its exalted blessings^. 

A sincere faith in these momentous doctrines is 
necessary to ss^vation ; because they are manifestly 
a revelation from heaven, acquainting us with the 
only method by which the lost favour of God may be- 
regaiaed. To slight, then, these doctrines, or to hold 
them^ as is ^oo commonly the case, as mere matters 
of speculation, must be a^high afiront to God, who 
has seen fit to reveal them for the regulation of our 
belief and practice : and it must be attended with 
ruinous consequences to ourselves ; since it is only 

' Geifc iii. 1—20, •• Mat. xxvi, 28. 
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S LECTURE XXXVh 

by a vital faith in Christian principles that we can be 
rightly influenced to obey God^ and honour Christ 
by all the fruits of a righteous life. Whalet, there- 
fore, we decidedly object to a cold sceptical spirit^ 
which refuses to receive ihe Christian scheme as 
essential to salvation^ we. protest most loudly against 
the licentiousness of Antinomianism^ which ^^ im- 
prisons the truth of 'God in unrighteousness^/' and 
destroys the sovis of its advocates by an unhallowed 
zeal without Scriptund knowledge and ob^iEenoe* 
Against such persQUS the censure of St. Paul is justly 
levelled: — '^ They profess that they know God ; but 
in works they deity him^ being abominable, and dis- 
cflied^ty and unto every good work reprobate ''V' 

The {Scriptures invariably found the most vahiame 
practilad instiucliaDs upon the doctrines which they 
inculcate: which establishes tkefiict, that the design 
of Christianity is not only to enlighten us with the 
knowledge of divine things, but also to purify oiar 
hearts, and to produce an uniformly upright and 
holy Jife. ^' Christ loved the Churchy and gave 
himself for it ; that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the Word ; that fae 
might present it • to himself a glorious Qhurch, not 
havii^ spot, or wrinkle, or any* such thing ; but 
that it should be holy, and without Uemish ''•" 

. It is clear, then, that they who do not ^rive ta 
manifest the effects of an orthodox ereed, by a com«^ 
plianoe with the precepts of the Gospel, however 
strenuously they may contend for the docUinal 
points of religion, are indeed entii^e strangers to the 
v«ry nature and design of those holy principles ia 
which they professedly coi^e for salvation* To 
siich unsound professors of his Gospel, Christ now 

«> Rom. i. 18. •»* Tit. !• 16. • Ephes. vi 25—27. 
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saysi ^^ Why call ye me^ Lord, Lord ; whBst ye do 

not the things which I command you ?" 

* How carefol vms the Apostle of the Gentiles to 

guard bis doctrine from abuse, by adforcing its 

aioral tendency, and by oMitioniog his converts lest 

any of them should ^^ receive the grace of God in 

vain ^" Like a wise master-buikkr, after he had laid 

a right foundation in Christian prindples, ^he was 

peculiarly, solicitous to raise upon, it a goodly super* 

structure, consisting of all the ornamental fruits of a 

devoted life. Composed of such holy materials, he 

wdl knew the spiritual fabric would endure that 

fiery; process ^^ which is to try every man's work, of 

what sort it is •." We are, indeed, " saved by grace, 

through faith : and that not of ourselves ; it is the 

gift of God : not of works, lest any man should 

boast^" Yet, at the same time that we inflenbly 

maintain this cardinal point, we musl give all dili«> 

gence to shew the^ reality and genuineness of our 

&itfa, by an unreserved conformity to his Divine will. 

Both our Lord and his Apostles maintained that 

the doctrines which they taught had a diredt ten-- 

dency to promote the cause of practical gbdiiness. 

When our Saviour had explained to his hearers the 

spirituality and extent of the Law, he immediately 

enforced his instructions, by requiring obedience 

thereto, as. the strongest proof of their regard to him> 

and ol their personal interest in those important 

truths. which he had laid before them : — ^'^ Therefore, 

whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doejth 

theni^ I will liken him unto a wise man, whobuilt his 

house upon a rock ; and the rain descended, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 

* 2 Con ri« L . U Cor. iu. IS. ' £phe& ii. 8, 9. 
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4; XBOTURE XXXVL ' 

that hotise^ and it fell not ; for it ui^' founded upon 
a rock. And every one thi^t heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them not^ shall be likened unto 
a foolish man> which built his house upon the sand ; 
and the rain descended^ andtbe floods came, atid the 
winds blew^ and beat upon that house, and it fell; 
aiid great was the fall of it^." 

To a belief, then, of the doctrines of Christ, must 
be joined a suitable attention lo the duties [of the 
Gospel ; by which We shall evince ^^ that we love 
God, and are the called according to His purpose/' 
Every sincere believer thus proves the genuine 
quality of his faith, by works of righteousness, 
which demonstrate his meetness for the heavily 
state. 

'We shall glance at those duties which the Chris^ ^ 
tian is bound to perform, and by the due observance^ 
of which his progress and comfort in the* walk of 
faith will be greatly advanced. 

Love to God is essential to true religion, and con- 
stitutes the grand difference betwixt the enemies 
and the friends of Christ**. Love is the strongest^ 
passion that can sway the human breast; It has 
tamed the most savage heart, and inclined it to acts 
of mercy and kindness. It improves the conduct of * 
the, worst men, in proportion as they yield them- 
selves up to its power ; and it gives a polished sweet- 
ness to the manners of the virtuous and wise, which 
* diffuses pleasure among all who partidpate its be- ' 
nign effects. When this passion, therefore, is se- 
parated as much as possible from the alloy which too 
often mixes with it^ it is not improperly selected foy 
our Maker as the most certain criterion of our re- 
« Mat. vii. 34— 28. « John xxi. 15-^17. 
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iigbus sincerity: — " If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments^." Unreserved obedience is the ne- 
cessary result of a holy affection towards God. 
. And there can be no doubt^ but that he is every 
way entitled to our regard ; whether we contemn 
plate his character, perfections, and loving-kindness, 
or the relation ^ve bear to him. *^ A son honoureth 
his father ; and a servant, his master : if I then be a 
£ither, where is mine honour ? and if I be a master^ 
where is my fear? saith the Lord of Hosts \*' 

Now, when the truths of the Gospel are received 
into a regenerate heart by faith, they excite and in*^ 
crease admiring love of the Divine perfections, as 
displayed in all the works of God ; but especially 
in that marvellous instance of his goodness to us, 
redemption by Jesus Christ. Hence arise fervent 
desires after Uiat happiness which is found in con^ 
templating his glory, and enjoying his love. Then 
^^ the soul is athirst for God ;** and, in proportion to 
the jirevalence of this holy affecdon for the supreme 
good, all inferior objects lose their attractions. 

There are rame properties, which our love to God 
must possess ; and by which it must discover it$elf> 
to render it acceptable. . 

1 • Our r^ard for God ' should be sincere : for 
how can He be gratified with the hypocritical pro** 
fessions of worldly men, who do ^^but flatter with 
their lips, and dissemble in their double hearts V* 
Let us, if we would testify a suitable regard for God, 
love him with all our heart, with all our soul, with 
all our mind, and with all our strength". Love to 
God must be deeply rooted in the breast, before it is 
capable of acting as a governing principle, to con>- 
strain us to honour and magnify his name. 

** John xiv. 15. « Mai. i. 6. ^^ Mark xii. 30. - 
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2. It is necessary that our affection for God should 
be fen'ent, to obtain his acceptance. He expresses 
the claims which he has to our senace and respect^ 
in unqualified terms : "My son, give me thine heart^." 
Hence we learn that he wjU have our undivided and 
warmest love^ if he acknowledge us as dutiful chiU 
dren. He expects us to prefer Him to every other 
object ; and our obligations to Him require it; 

Qf course, then, God can never approve of those 
insincere professors, who give the largest ^are of 
their hearts to the enjoyment of sinful pleasures, and 
mth the rest try to conciliate his favour ^K Weshould 
not long retain in our employment a servant wbe 
would entirely neglect his duty one part of the dajry 
and perform it but carelessly, or indifferently, the 
other« And can we suppose that God, to whom wie 
owe perpetual obedience, will relax his demands^'and 
be satisfied, if we devote only some fittle fragments of 
our time and attention to him ; whilst we give all the 
remainder to the gratification of carnal desires? 

3. To ensure the fq)probation of God, our lav^ 
must be constant, and uninterrupted in its exercise. 
Some run well for a time in the Qiristian course.: 
they discover much zeal ; and even outshine the 
Slants of the Moist High in the apparent ardour 
of devout affections. But tbeir pretended love 
doon expires, when chilled by the blasts of temp*- 
tation, or reproach for Christ's sake ; and then thejr 
^* draw back, and walk no more with him ^** Ih 
opposition to these momentary feding3 of regard, 
let us cherish in our bosoms a steady atid permanent 
tod increased love to God,— « hallowed flame of 
affection, which neither temptation nor unbelief 
shall be able to extinguish. 

* ProT.. xfltiiL 26. " Mat. vi. 24. > John vi. 66. Luke viii. 1 3* 
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4. We cannot fix any degree^ at whidi oUf love 
to* God should stop ; since it is impossil)4e that it 
should ever reach those excellencies of the Divine 
Being which challenge it. Excessive attachment to 
a created object is extremely culpable ; because it 
alienates the heart from God> whose property it is. 
But the highest expression df love to Jebovt^ fallis 
infinitely short of a suitable return for his unequalled 
goodness to usj both in redemption and providence. 
There is no danger^ therefore^ of running into excess 
in this respect. Christians may laudably indulge 
the saered ambition of striving who can love hinfi 
most, and serve him best. And^ after all^ they will 
admit that the warmest display of ther affections 
toward sueh a Being is poor^ and disproportionate 
to his glorious perfections. 

5. Our regard to God is most suitably evidenced 
by a respect to his commands. How shall we be 
able to prove our esteem for him^ if we neglect his 
injunctions^ and refuse to honour his authority ? 
Shew^ then, your attachment to his service^ by obe- 
dience to his will, rather than by mere expressions 
of regard,*— by works of righteousness, more than 
by professions, which are only sincere when they ter- 
minate in a holy life* Christ measures our esteem 
for him by this standard : *' He that hath my com^ 
mandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me ; and he that loveth me, shall be loved of my 
Father ; and I will love him, and manifest myself 
unto him. He that loveth me not, keepeth not my 
sayings °." 

Indeed, there is no motive sufficiently powerful 
to dispose us to avoid what God dislikes, and to do 
what he enjoins, but genuine afiection for him. We 
are always ready to do any thing in our power for 

• JohQxiT.2i-*25« 



8 LECTURE XXXXVI* 

« 

those whom we tenderly loye ; 9nd are careful not 
::to risk their favour^ by an apt- that is likely to pro- 
voke their displeasure. 

/ Just in the same way sh^U we demean ourselves 
toward God, if a filial regard for hi^ holy name pre- 
dominates in our, souls. Inflamed with zeal for his 
glory^ we shall aspire after goodness, as that which 
;he most approves in his rational creatures ; and we 
,shall dre^d iniqyity^ because it is offensive to him^ 
,afnd ruinous to ojqirselves. Influi^nced by these con- 
siderations, ^we sh^U exclaim with. Joseph, in the 
hour. of teo^ptation^ ^^ How can I do this. great 
wickedness^ ^nd §in against Ggd !" 

6. True love to God is evinced, by a deligt^tin 
hini^ as the highest source of satis£ac^ix)n;' and by 
an ardent desire to obtain his favour. Mei^ wish (^o 
be esteeined by those whom they venerate, . <and 
think it a gr^t satisfaction to procure their appro- 
bation of their behaviour. 

: ' The manifestation of the Divine regard to pemteat 
sinners produces affection in their minds toward$ 
God. When ^^ they have tasted thfit the Losd i% gm^ 
cious/' their happiness is entirely made up in him* 
Meditations on his matchless compassion^ in select- 
ing them as special objects of his love^ produce the 
most satisfactory delight '"°'. And when his favour is 
attained, they feel a holy an^ety to preserve it ; which 
leads them to pay a consdentious attention .to bis 
sovereign pleasure, yea, *^ to watch and pray," lest 
the fervour of their love should ab^te, and thus 
their comfortable experience of divine things should 
be either lost or suspended. ^ 

, 7- Furthermore, it is the property of sincere affec* 
tion to wish for continual intercourse with the object 
of its regard. During its absence, it is remembered 

■" Psalm civ. S*, cxxxix. 17, 18. 
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with the greatest pleasure. The thoughts frequently 
ruminate upon it ; whilst any good qualities^ for which 
it is distinguished^ present themselves forcibly to the 
mind. Even the temporary loss of its company is a 
privation severely felt^ which is manifested by the 
actions, and words, and lamentations of those per-* 
sons whose affections are thus engaged. 

It is precisely the same with a soul which sin- 
cerely loves its God. The devout aspirations of 
David^ justly represent its feelings : — "Like as the 
hart desireth the water-brooks, so longeth my soul 
after thee,\0 God. My soul is athirst for the Living 
God : when shall I come to appear before the pre- 
sence of my God " ?^' His smile irradiates the mind. 
When «he indulges it with communion with himself, 
all is joy and peace ; the graces of the renewed soul 
prosper ; and fruit is brought forth to perfection: 
But if God mthdraw the light of his countenance, it 
is plunged in gloom> and mourns over His absence; 
as a calamity too heavy to be endured ^ Nor can it 
rest satisfied, until, by persevering efforts, it regains 
some tokens of the Divine favour. 

■Psalm xlii. 1,2. • ib.Ixxvii.7— 10. 
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LECTURE XXXVn. 

ON THB DEDICATION OF OURSELVES TO THE SERVICE OF* 

GOD. 

Ejcod. jcxzii. 29. Omseeraie ifouraelves Uhdoy to the Lord. 

Gratitude to the Lord of Heaven and earth, for our 
creation, and the multiplied favours which he heap9 
upon us in the dispensations of his providence^ will 
constrain us to inquire^ '* What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all • his benefits towards me T The 

b3 
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voice of Scripture and reason distinctly reply, ''Serve 
God in righteousness and true holiness all the days 
of your Hfe." Such a devotion of ourselves to him, 
by a particular act of consecration^ is what we are 
going to recommend, as a duty fraught with the 
inost important advantages. 

Dedication imports the setting apart of a person 
or thing to an especial use. Thus, the high-priests, 
and the inferior ministers under the Law, as well as 
the order of Nazarites^ were devoted to the service 
of God, by certain rites and ceremonies observed for 
that purpose ; by which they covenanted with Jehor 
vah to be his faithful servants for ever*. The whole 
furniture of the Tabernacle, with all its vessels and 
utensils, were consecrated to religious uses ; so that 
it was not lawful to profane them by im appiication 
to any other purpose. 

The Temple of Solomon, like our mod^n sane*- 
tuaries, was dedicated to iJbe Most High, by pious 
ceremonies, and by prayers, in which the. presence 
and blessing of God was invoked for those who 
might worship therein". 

1 . When, therefore, we dedicate ourselves to God, 
we express, by that act, pur wish to become his un- 
alienable property, and to " serve him continually, 
with a perfect heart and a willing mind^ :" and He 
thus becomes our God, Father, and everlasting 
friend ; consults our temporal and eternal hap|nness; 
and engages, by his covenant, never to leave nor for- 
sake us, till he has performed the promises by which 
he binds himself to bless us*'''. 
• In this way, every on6 should live devoted to. the 
Lord, who has a peculiar right to the homage of his 

' Lev. viii. 1—36. Numb. vi. 1—22. ^2 Chron. vi. 1—42. 
} 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. f Jer . xxxii. S8 •--42* 
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cieaturcts. He has formed us in his own imi^^ with 
a mw to secure the devout exercise of our affections 
for. himself ; and afterwards to translate ns to hisi 
kiiigdom above^ where blessedness without end is 
prepared fdr his obecBent people. If then^ Reader, 
you are under the influence of that love to God 
which was described in the last discounie^ it will 
sweetly constrain you to de^cate yourself to him^ by 
every token of filial obedience : you will esteem his 
sendee, as honourable in itself ; and delight to pro-^ 
mote his righteous cause throughout the world. 

2. The act of dedication, which we now speak of, 
includes the devotion of soul and body, as well as 
those holy dispositions which are requisite for this 
end* £v«ery faculty of the former, and power of the 
latter, will perform, in this case, its right and appro- 
priate functions ; and the whole will concur in ren- 
dering unto God a true and laudable service. The 
persons thus consecrated, mu^t'look on themselves^ 
as no longer their own, but as vessels of honour and 
^ory, prepared for* their Heavenly Master's xxse\ 
His smile wiUmore than compensate then- obedience 
whilst' on earth : but who can tell the rich reward 
of grace which they shall receive in heaven ? 

Let, then, the endowmenJ;s and feculties of the 
mind be actively engaged in serving God. 

3« With our understanding, let us seek informa- 
tion^ from the Seriptures, concerning the nature, 
works, and comtnands of the Lord, in order that we 
may know how to please him on whom our felicity 
depends. 

Let us beware of the guilt which will be con- 
tracted by the wilful mbuse or abuse of our reason ; 

« 2 Tim. 11. 2 1 . 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. , 
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and pray timtGodwcnakt grant unto us a right ^'ttn-» 
derstanding'in the way of godlinei^sr' that vrd **iti6f 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what 
the riches of the glory of bis inheritlince kithe 
saints V* 

4. With our will', let ns implicitly submit to the 
requirements of God's most holy word, and ^e dis- 
pensations of bis providence ; not murmuring at bis 
appointments, but fully acquiescing* in all he does^ as 
the result of the profoundest wisdom and the most 
enlarged goodness. When his dealings appear ineif- 
plicable to us, instead of cavilling at them, we should 
leave them till that day when our improved knpw^ 
ledge will enable us to see the propriety of them ; 
and, in the mean time, let us exclaim, in admira* 
tion of His matchless perfections, " O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
€rod! bow unsearchable are his judgments^ and his 
ways past finding out*!" 

5. Let us invariably set our affections on those 
things whicH God approves, and which tend to the 
edi^cation and profit of our souls. Following the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, who alone can en- 
lighten our understandings, let our hearts aspire^ 
after the favour of God, and the everlasting joys of 
heaven. 

Whilst many debase their minds by confining 
them to objects and pursuits merely carnal and secu- 
lar, let us raise bur souls up to God^ and meditate^ 
on the glories of his kingdom. . 

6. Let our memories be depositories of heavenly 
truths and maxims, to be drawn from this treasury, 
and applied 4o every occasion and circumstance of 

' EfOies. 1. 18. * Rom. xi. S3. 
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V fife. Thus we shall be always furnished- with the 
means of honouring Gody and benefitting our fdlow* 
creatures. 

7. .The Gonscienee is to act like a fiuthful moni* 
tor, to warn us of approaching danger, to stimulate 
us to every good work, and to suggest motives for 
the performance of our duty. 

8. Nor should our bodies refuse to lend their 
cheerful concurrenoe in the work of devotion to 
Ood, since they are formed.ci4)able of uniting with 
the mind in religious exercises. What the one de- 
signs, the other executes. 

Our eyes can survey and gaze upon the wonder- 
ful beauties of creation. Instead, then^ of ^^ behold^ 
ing vanity," let our sight contemplate those objects 
that will at once delight and profit our souls. Qur 
tongues are able to speak the praises of God, sheiv 
forth bis ^ory, acknowledge his mercies, and invoke 
his gracious aid. . . 

Let not blasphemy, oaths^ execrations, slander, 
foUy, or obscenity, which are awful perversions^f 
speedi,^ ever defile ouf lips ^. 

With our hands lifted up to heaven, we can wor- 
ship God ; or, being stretched out to perform acts of 
benevolence, we can relieve the wants of the brethren 
of Christ, and, according to our means, assist all 
who are necessitous and indigent. 

.Our feet will enable us to move with pipus alacrity 
in the paths of righteousness and truth. They^hould^ 
bring us to tlie Tabernacle of God, with a joyful 
heart. Nor should they be backward to take us to the 
abodes^ of ignorance and misery ; in order that, by our 
religious instructions, we may teach the way of sal- 
vation to those who are ^^ perishing for lack of know-* 

•5£phes.iT.29. CoLiv.6. 
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hsdge ;'' and^ by our diarity and sympathy^ we may 
relieve the necessities of th^ poor^ and assuage the 
grief of the sorrowful. 

When all the combined powers of cmr nature are 
thus exerted^ we employ them for the purposes for 
which they were designed. But sin has so grossly 
perverted and disordered our faculties^ that tkey 
cannot act in fiill accordance with the will of God^ 
unlal he devotes them to his glory, by giving them 
a new tone and direction. ^^ I will run the way of 
Thy eoramandmentsy whep Thou hast enlaiged my 
hearth" 

Pray that His grace may consecrate your hearts 
to his service ; and then ^^ his yoke will be easy, and 
his burthen light." 

9^ There are two motives by which the duty may 
be en&reed^ First ; the service of God is of such a 
nature as to recommend itself to our notice ; and, 
secondly, it has properties and advantages pe<?uliac 
to itself. It is not like the blind adoration which the 
covetous pay to their gods of gold and silver ; nor 
the servile attention with which the ambitious pursue 
their ikvouiite objects ; nor the abject devotion which 
annecs di^ay in the indulgence of their criminal 
pleasures : lor these, dazzled by illusive appearances, 
are die slaves of a master who compels them to yield 
a cruel submission to his usurped authority ^. No ; 
unlike to such a servitude, the service of God, which 
is hi^ppiness itself, ^^ is perfect freedom." His grace 
defivers the soul from the tyranny of Satad, frees it 
from the dominion of iniquity, and brings it to the^ 
ei^oyment of the most delightful liberty, ^^ even the 
glorious liberty which belongs to the Children of 
God." 

f Psalm cxix.S2. '^2Tim.ii.26. Johnviii.44. 
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lie service of the Lord is entitled to the following 
character. It is sjHritual^ reqturing the exercise of 
holy affections ; which^ whilst they produce the 
highest satisfaction now^ fit the soul for immortal 
pleasures hereafter^ It is rational; imposing no 
harsh or unreasonable restraints ; and prescribing 
no conctitions, but such as are mse, good^ and con- 
ducive to our happiness* It is highly honourable ^ 
for to be the servants of tiim ^* by whom kings 
reign and princes decree justice,'' is a distinction 
which we^ may well feel ambitious to attain ; since 
angels, who can rightly discriminate betwixt good 
and evil, deliberately choose the service of God* 
They fly with ardour and delight to execute hit 
commands. , And should not we think the meanest 
station in his house, or the lowest office we can ^s* 
charge for him, a dignity, of which we are unwor** 
thy ' ? Thus, devotion to the will of God has a 
claim to our attention^ from the excdlency of iti 
nature. 

lO. Moreover, we should be drawn to this act of 
dedication to God, from a consideration of the he* 
nefits to be derived therefrom. He is Me to re-^ 
ward our poor endeaarours to please him, with '^ a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.** And surely 
this is a recompence, whidi, if we love our souls, 
will stimulate us '^ to be stedfa&t and unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, foras^ 
mntik as we know tiiat our labour shall not be in 
vain in the Lord.** 

' Psalm Ixxxiv. 10^ 11. 
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LECmjRE XXXVIil. 

ON THE WORSHIP OF ALMIGHTY GOD. 

Jolm It. 24>.— Cr<?c? is a Spirit; and they thai worship hiMf 
must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

The infinjite wisdom, goodness, and power of Je« 
Jiovah call forth the praises of the heavenly host« 
Angels, in token of adoration, prostrate themselves 
before him, cast their given crowns at his feet, and 
worship him, saying, " Thou art worthy, O Lord I 
to receive glory and honour and power: for thou^ 
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
axe, and were created *." 

In this respect, the conduct of the inhabitants of 
heaven is deserving of general imitation by mankind. 
Nor can it, we conceive, be fairly denied, either that 
God is the sole and proper object of worship, or 
that it is the bounden duty of all men thus to honour 
him. Surely that Glorious Being who spake every 
thing into existence by his sovereign Word ; who 
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
things which they respectively contain ; and whose 
power and wisdom are daily exerted in maintaining 
the works of his hands — ^that Being, ,who '^ is just 
and right, and without iniquity ^" and whose inimi- 
table perfections draw forth the admiration of che** 
rubims and seraphims, ought to be acknowledged » 
by every one of his rational creatures^ to be enti- 
tled to his best service and praise. 

God establishes his claim to our worship and 
regard, by the strongest arguments. First; He» as ' 
our Creator, says to each of us, *' My son, give me 
thine heart :" because he brought us into existence^ 
• Rev. iv. 10, 1 1. ^ Deut. xxxil 4. 
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and gave us life^ speech, and reason. Secondly ; w 
onv hourly Benefactor^ he chaHenges our love and 
esteem. Through His bounty, our various wants 
are all supplied ; and by His unremitted care we are 
preserved from a thousand evils which would other^ 
.wise destroy us. 

Now, these considerations are alleged as cogent 
reasons for devoting our whole souls unto him. ^^ O 
come, let us worship and bow down : let us kneel 
before the I>ord our Maker ! For He is our God ; 
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep 
of his hand ^" Thirdly ; as our Hedeemer, the Lord 
demands our reverential homage. When we had 
brought ourselves into bondage to sin, Satan, and 
Death, and had incurred the awful curse of the vio- 
lated law ; when we had forfeited heaven, and rea« 
dered ourselves liable to the wrath of God ; then he 
stretched forth his hand to save us from sinking int^ 
the pit of perdition. '* God commendeth hia km 
toward us^ in that, while we were yet sixuiers, Christ 
died for us*^.** Yes, he gave his Son to redeem us 
from all iniquity, and to exalt us to everlasting bUss|» 
No right, tl^, can be stronger, than that whicb 
God has to our worship, on the ground of redemp- 
tion. Having thus purchased us with the inesti* 
mably precious blood of his Son, we are become h)^ 
property ; and ought ^^ to glorify Him, in our body> 
and in our spirit, which are his*".'* 

Accordingly, we find Jehovah, in his word, ^hort* 
ing the whole human race to adore his name and 
perfections ; and founding his claims to their rever 
rence» upon their relation to him, and the mercies 
which he bestows.upon them. ^^ Give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name ; bring an offering ; and 

« Psalio xcv, 6, 7. * Row, v, 8, • 1 Co- -' 



a/\ 



18 LECTURE XXXVm. 

cdme into his courts. O worship the tjord in the 
beauty of holiness^ !** Each individual of our species 
18 invited to join in the pious act, whatever his rank 
or condition may be, whether he be a prince or a 
subject, poor or rich, learned or ignorant ; since 
eadi one should feel an equal desire to conciliate 
the favour of God, which is better than Kfe^ or any 
advantages which it can command. 

This obligation to worship the Lord is universal 
in its application, extending to the utmost bounv 
daries or the vast creation. *^ Let the whole earth 
stand in awe of him'.^ Even inanimate and irra- 
tional creatures are called upon to do him homage^. 

What surprising condescension does it argue in 
God, thus to solicit the respect of his felleri crea- 
tures. Tlus he does, not because he needs their 
service to augment his ^' glory, which is above the 
heavens/' but from motives of compassion towards 
them in their low estate. The universality of the 
command to honour God^ by religious worship^ is a 
mf&cient confutation of the deistieal notion^ that 
He is too much exalted to concern himself about 
us, much less to exact religious service from us. 

The term ^ worship' signifies adoration, reverence^ 
and honour : it includes that religious service which 
we owe unto God^ consisting of praise, prayer^ and 
the stated observance of Divine ordinances. ' It is 
dther public, when we unite in acts of devotion 
with the congregation : or it is private ; in which^ 
singly, or with our families, we invoke the name and 
blessing of the Lord. 

Particular attention should be paid to the 
maifner of worshiping him. Our religious duties 
are not to be performed in a light and trifling spirit^ 

^ Ps. xcvi. 8, 9. » ib. ver. 9. « ib. cxlviiL 1—5. & cl. 6. 
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but with the greatest sdemni^ and devotion. In- 
deed, when we reflect on the digni^ of Him with 
wbotn we have to tianslact this serious and important 
business^ we should be very careful to abstain from 
the least appearance of irreverence^ either in our 
posture or behaviour. Solomon gives this general 
direction for our conduct in the management of 
IHvine Worship : ^^ Keep thy foot, when thou goeat 
to the House of God ; and be more ready to hear, 
than to* give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider 
not diat they do evil V 

Further ; our worship of the Most High mu9t 
possess the fi^loipng properties, to commend it to 
His favourable notice :-— 

1 . It should be spiritual and rational. All the 
fiieulties of the mind are to be engaged in the solemn 
work of devotion— tiie understanding, affections, 
consdenoe, and memory. It is not enough that th^ 
powers of tiie body, the mouth, the hands, and the 
feet, should be thus honourably employed ; but, like 
David, we should summon the exertion of the comr 
Inned energies of the whole man, in the pious act cff 
worshipping God. ^^ Bless the Lord, O my souM 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name' !^ 

52. It should be sincere and true. Simplicity and 
godly sinceri^ must ever characterise our ^rvice, if 
we wish to have it approved by Him ^^ who searcheth 
the iieart, and trieth the rdns of the childi^n ctf 
men." The feelings of our soub ought to respond 
to, and be read in, the expressions of our lips ; oth«r- 
wise, like the Pharisees, we shall incur the censure 
of hypocrisy^. Our Lord has told us, in the plainest 
terms, that devotion not accompanied with these feel-* 
^ Bccles. ▼. I. > Ps. ciii. 1—6. *>.Mat. w. 7—10. 



ings can never please God, nor be attended with 
.any advantage to ourselves. ^^ God is. a Spirit ; and 
they that worship him, must worship him in sforit 
.and in truth ;" for the Father seeketh such Co wor- 
ship him ^ 

. 3. It must be holy, according to the requisition 
of Scripture : ". O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness ! that is« in the most devout and becoming 
manner, as to the external mode of doing it ; and 
inwardly, with a pure and undefiled mind, and with 
' upright intentions to honour .the Lord. In such a 
consecration of the heart to God, he discerns a real 
^^ beauty." Thojugh the religions service of bis 
people in his earthly courts is attended with many 
d,efect$, yet he accounts himself honoured by their 
.sincere devotions. ^^ Whoso offereth praise, glorir 
fieth me ; and to him that ordereth his conversa- 
tion aright, will I shew, the salvation of God ^" , 

And> further ; holiness being a prominent feature 
of the Divine image, bestows a true dignity and 
beauty on those who cultivate it. Let us,then^ 
.pursue it with earnestness, in order that we may 
.be acknowledged as " sons and daughters of the 
Lord Ahnighty"*." 

Moreover, as God looketh not on the outward i^- 
pearance, but at the heart ° it is important ever to 
recollect, that we. must take care to .worship- Him 
in a proper spirit and temper ; ior a want of right 
dispositions will assuredly mar our devotions, aad 
■cause them to be rejected by him. Observe, then, 
these general directions for the performance of re-^ 
li^ous duties, whether you are assembled with 

^ John iv. 2S, 2*. « Psalm 1. 23. 

» 2 Cor. Ti. 17, 18, " I Sara, xvi, 7* - i 
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Christian^ in the sanctuary of the Lord, or with' 
your households in the closet. 

4. Approach Jehovah with the profoundest humi- 
lity and reverence. Endeavour to possess just con- 
ceptions of his immensity and gloiy on the one hand, 
and of your own insignificancy and meanness on the 
other: Think of His unspotted righteousness, and 
contrast it with your owii wickedness and unwor- 
tfainess. Such views of Him, and of ourselves, will 
lay us in the very dust of abasement before him; 
and force everyone of us to exclaim, *^ I have heard 
of Thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore, I abhor myself®.** 

5. Draw nigh untd God with deep penitence of 
soul. A repentant state of mind is highly becoming ' 
in creatures like us, who have sinned '* against him, ' 
in thought, word, and deed.** He expects us to 
repent P, if we would escape his avenging wrath. 
And this offering, though it cannot pay off the ac- 
cumulated debt of our sins, and merit their for- 
g;iveness, is nevertheless, as a tnark of genuine sor- 
row on account of them, highly agreeable to the 
Lord, who promises tokens of his peculiar regard 
to every true penitent \ 

6. Worship God in faith. " He that cometh 
before Him, to do him honour by his devotions, 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him." A firm persuasion 
both of his existence, and of his ability and readiness 
to bless us, if we truly serve him in the Gospel of 
his Son, is needful, to ensure the audience of our 
prayers, and the acceptance of our persons. 

In all OUT approaches to him, let us maintain a 
* Jdb xlii. 5, 6. ^ Luke xiii. 8. 1 1sa. Ixvi. 2. 



deep convictioD of our ruined state by natnre ; and 
pray that we may be '^ justified and sanctified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God'." 

, 7. Ardent love to God should accompany our 
devotions, to preserve them from formality 1^ 
lukewarmness/ Those acts of worship that are not 
inflamed by holy aflection to God, can never asc^d 
\xp with grateful odours before him ; since they are 
d^evoid of that quality which, of all others^ is re- 
quired to render them acceptable* 

8. Gome before the Lord with a desire to know 
his will, and to put it into practice : because the 
avowed object of our going to the House of God 
is, to learn, from the lips of his ministering ser- 
vants, what we must do to be saved, and how we 
must act so as to please him . Whenever, therefore^ 
vee make any fresh discovery of the Divine will con* 
cerning us, in the use of ordinances, we should 
promptly comply with it ; since this is the way to 
induce the Almighty to communicate further cks 
grees of saving light and wisdom to our souls. 

We repeat, «then, with a view to correct the errors 
of the formalist, who places tlie whole of acceptable 
worship in a round of duties in which his heart is 
no way engaged-*-*-and to prevent the careless soul 
fcom rushing irreverently into the presence of God, 
with strange and unhallowed fire ' — that if decency 
and respect be not united with spiritually, and 
sincerity, and holiness, and humility, and repent^ 
ance, and fiiith, and love, and a wish to obey his 
revealed will, their worship, however splendid or 
costly, is but an abomination in the sight of God : 
yea, is. nothing more tluui ^^ as sounding brass^ 
' 1 Cor. vi. 11. • Lev. x. 1— 
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or a tinkUog cymbal*;" which may arrest the ear. 
of otheri^ by its noise^ but can never profit their own 
souls* Seriously inquire^ Reader, Do you thus wor- 
ship the Lordj at church, and in your house and 
retirements ? This scrutiny is necessary, whether • 
you reflect pa the advanti^es which accrue from 
the service of God, or the misery that will hereafitfir 
follow the nc^ect of it. 

Th^ benefits which flow from a life spent in the 
fear and worship of Almighty God are immensely 
great. He gives to his dutiful children and obedient 
servants a reward infinitely above the desert of their 
labours. Whilst they walk conformably to his word^' 
he vouchsafes to them many gracious tokens of hb 
approbation. In his courts, and in their closets^ they 
enjoy a sweet intercourse with him> which at .Once 
delights and refines their souls : yea» he even 
grants them a blessed anticipation of. a glorious 
immortality. 

But who can adequately represent the blissful 
nature of those enjoyments which are prepared in 
heaven for the righteous ? If ^' eye hath not seen^ 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, the things which God hath 
prqmred for them thsA love him," oh what ineffable 
joy and ddight must arise in their souls, who are 
pernaitted to behold God, to worship in his pie* 
semie> and reeei^e his fatherly caresses ! 

To possess this happiness, it is incumbent on 
einery man who longs for that felicity which aknie 
can satisfy the desires of his immortal: soul^ to strive 
to aoqiiire that rich revenue of glory and honour, of 
whk:k we havis bridSLy spoken. On the contrary^ 
the oonsequences that finally ensue a neglect of 

* 1 Con xiii. L 
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the sfervice of God are sufficiently tremendous to 
deter us from dishonouring him. God must ever 
consider those who disobey his authority, as avowed 
rebels ; of whom he thus speaks : " Whoso despiseth 
me, shall be lightly esteemed "•** Tlius, his displea- 
sure abideth on them that hate him. But what 
fearful . indignation will overtake them hereafter, 
when God shall set them at nought in the sight of 
his holy angels ! How wretched will they be, whom 
he shall thus accost, " Depart from me, ye cursed^ 
into everlasting fire !" 

Be persuaded, you who stand convicted of this 
heinous neglect, immediately to engage in His ser- 
vice. He demands it, as a right which he will not 
reKnquish. Pray, thel-efore, that you may "have 
grace, wherebyyou may serve God acceptably, with 
rfeverence and godly fear */' 

^ ' » 1 Sam. ii. SO. . * Heb. xii. 28. 
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ON OBEDIENCE TO GOD. 

Acta y. 29.-^ We ought to obey God, rather than men* 

It cannot be denied^ that God, oor Creator,, has a 
right to exercise an s^soiute dominion over us, and 
that our subjection to his rightful aulborilyis as 
necessary as it is beneficial. If we wiere to be fadid 
imder no restraints, and to be allowed to aet iiide- 
peddently of his will, without fe^ of consequence, 
it is easy to see the mischief and disorder that 
would re$ub from such . a ficenee. . Even amidst 
all the penal sanctions of the Divine law^ men^ sin 
^h a degiee of boldnessand hardihood which-it is 
painful to witness ; but^ with what little remorse 
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would they perpetrate the inost atrocious deeds^ if 
conscience, and the terrors of a judgment' to come, 
had no effect in restraining their vicious inclinations? 

God, for the good government of the world, as** 
serts his Sovereignty over man, by giving him hunrs 
for the direction of his conduct ; add he demands 
an unfeigned obedience thereto, on pain of his hot' 
test displeasure. To such as stubbornly resist his 
picnver, he will at last say, ^^ Bring hither those mine 
enemies whidi would not that I should reign ove^ 
them, and slay them before me\^ 

If, thefi, we are at all desirous to gain His friends 
ship, we shall be ready, when'>convinced of our past 
n^lect of duty to God, to inquire, '^ Lord, what 
wilt thou have us to dp ?" and we shall feel a great 
delight in complying with his sacred pleasure, to 
the full extent of our ability.. 

1 . Obedience supposes the existence of some law. 
or rule to which our behaviour should be cohformed. 
God has prescribed the most holy and reasonable 
duties for our perfermance. In his word> he parti* 
ciilarly specifies what we should do, and how we 
should demean ourselves, to obtain his approbation 
of our conduct. Let us, then, make his will, as 
revealed in the Scripture, our perpetual study** 

Generally speaking, the commands and precepts 
which we are bound to, obey are recorded in the- 
two tables of the Divine Law, and more fully stated 
in the requirements of the Gospel. Whatever God 
there enjoins us to do, we should most willingly 
perform ; since his authority is^ quite sufficient to 
render the practice of it perfectly righ^ and absoi'* 
lutciy expedient* 

And what doth the LoI'd our God rdquire of usi 

• Luke xix. 27. ^ Psalfti i. 2. xix. 7—14. 

. yoL. ii; ^ c 
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Inijk to Ifelieve his ivord) and net agreeably tbeteto ; tf» 
reverence hi^^ high cQknn)an4ft» whiqfa enforce upon 
U8 the duty of loving^ f^|tring» and serving h\n\ t of 
being hdyy just^ temperate, and merciful i and of 
behivirig towardiii our neighbour with the same 
equity tod kindi^f^ ^hich u^ expect from him, 
under similarcircumstances ? . This is the sum of 
our duty to God — and to qian> for His stake; the 
suhject*«miitter d all. reHgi/ous obedience. ^/ AmA 
it'jsfaall be :oUr nghteosu^nesili if we obsert^ to do all 
these commandments. befote the Lord our.Qod^ a9 
He fasilh comfmanded us^" 

Buif as.tlte tnanoer and temper in ^l^ich a reli- 
gkMis ^c(b;is"p^formed gi:totly contribute ; to its 
being ap^rovbd; or rejected) at i^ of no sm^U con-* 
aeqyence ftor us :to take, cftre that we proceed to thei 
discharge of our duty towards God in a» IMToper 
fraiheof«(Mil. 

. /2* . L'etneiur obedka^^e he pecforiped fr9i» Scrip* 
tuiral imottveb* 

':Asv8t obay ifei^ ceitairi tliftt Qpd c^nupt TQciuir^ 
any thing from .us thalt is derogatory to his characjter^ 
or ijthJchifS; harsh. ai>d uiur^a&oii^lp .ia itself^ -or. 
which, m^iiatts against our real wel W^^ it be^siQfpa^. 
our bduiiden. diity^ i\m ipcrm^t we can ascertam 
his witt, to yield an implioit p^^i^ce 1q it> without 
questioning. its .pnopriet}{>or ^34pe(^ncy.; This 4^ 
&9dmie iSidue to tbecbmiliai^^. trf Qc^'Whp b too 
iMse tv^erf9:.and ti>oju0t atfd igOQd^ ^|^n co|n* 
plljinoe'witfa iiiihib:is:]llmprpp.e^ or^naecess{K'y« • : 
' ^And :Hta leommanik -should be cheerfully ^yied.- 
No^ridiidbaafipe! tp.l>9ii^ t<>.h^ fitilti^no^.t^pkwarvji^s^ito 
execute it^ when understood^ must b^ vipibl^ji^jQw; 
tcoQper ; . b^ : to th^ , <QqMvary>; !W^ shPfM .%, ^h 

♦ • V.^ .: . . • c ^ JCNut. vi. 25. .-. r^y. - ; -J * 
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senphic zeal, with holy alacrity, to do whatsoever 
he enjoins us. And it is only saeh a prompt and 
ready obedience that God approves, and will here- 
after acknowledge. 

We discern a marked difference betwixt the i^ei^*" 
vice of a slave M^iich is forced by the lash, and the^ 
dutifiil obedience of a child to a beloved parent: the 
former is the offipring of fear ; the latter, of affec- 
tion. The same dissimilarity is seen in the reli* 
gious service of a nominal and real Christian : the? 
one is a constrained homage paid to God, not with 
a view to honour him, but to retain a quiet con- 
science, to drive away the fear of hell, and maintain 
an hypocritical expectation of heaven ^ : the other 
ys a ready compliance with the Divine injunctions/ 
the delibwate act of a willing mind, submitting it- 
self to the authority of God, from a desire to give 
Him tile gloiy due to his name. 

Let us see to it, that our obedience to God is the* 

result of right nifotives ; Which are essential to its 

. acceptiance by him# Gratitude and love to God 

should foe the msdn-spring to actuate us to the prac^ 

tice of oar duty to him t ^^ We love Him, because* 

He first loved us ^'^ Now, when a Christian calls to 

mind the incalculable blessings which the Almighty 

is MQ^miaHy bestowing oh* him — food, raiment, 

health, fneiids, strength, sleep, safety, and the con-* 

timied use of his feeulties — this view of the Divine 

goodness makes a lively impression on his heart/ 

But, when he reckons up the whole sum of his 

debts and obligations to Cfod, his gratitude is pro- 

portionably inereased. 'When he remembers his im** 

piety^ and con^ders that God might have justly cut 

him off in faM sins or kf); him under the delusion of 

^ Mark vi. 20. M John iv. 19. 

c a 
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pride and unbelief; when lie reflects that the Lord- 
has covered all his iniquities, forgiven his offences^ 
and created him in his owji image, by which he U. 
enabled ''to comprehend, with all saints, ^the length,, 
and breadth, the height^ and depth o{ the love of 
Christ;" when he understands what reproach and 
misery the Lord of Life and Glory bore, to save hi$ 
soul;, and when, on the one side, be sees the fathom- 
less abyss of woe frofn which he is preserv<sd, and, 
on tlie|)ther, the " exceeding eternal weight of glory 
ready to be revealed in him;" whilst he meditates on 
thes^ things with an assurance of th«ir certainty^ 
be feels ^^ that even the stones might well .cry out 
against him," if he were not inflamed with a deaire 
to make the best return to God in his power. ^^ And 
he glories in confessing, also, that no slave is so com- 
pletely the property of his master by purchase, as 
he is Christ s ; nor aqy pensioner on royal boun^ 
8Q obliged to honour the king for a rich undeserved 
provision, as he is tp love; and please God, both with 
soul and bo4y9 which are his. ' ^ence, loye to the 
Lord shines conspicuously in his whole deportment, 
and. carries him forth to all the acts of a. devout 
^nd religious life. Nor can a child so ch^rfuUy 
comply with the orders of a parent, as he does with 
the commands of God : adopted into His family^and 
made a partaker of his Divine nature, ^^ the love of 
Christ Gonstra^ne^h him*''' ;" like a. mighty over- 
whelming tide,, it bears him above all opposition, 
^xid leads him on to the < performance of the most 
lively acts of gratitude to €rod. 

3. Universal obedience to the Lord is expected 
from us. He charges us to kefsp the whole of his 
commandments^ without preferring one to another, 

• ** 2 Cor. V. 14. 
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or leading any branch of his will undone. We are 
not, then^ at liberty to select some parts of hid 
Word for our observance, to the exclusion of th^ 
rest ; biit to honour and obey the whole of his 
righteous will. We are required to walk in the 
path of duty, not only when it is smooth and easy^ 
and pleasant and safe, but even when the way is 
rough and strewed with thorns, when it thwarts ou^ 
pride and self-love, and calls us to exercise self^de^ 
nial, patience, and every passive grace ; yea, when 
it demands the most dear and valuable sacrifice; 
even the suitender of liiFe itself. Christ expects 
this compliant disposition from his disciple^, foi^ 
whom he has freely made the most noble sacrifices. 
" Whosoever will come after trie, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross and follow me*." ♦ 
In the same way that we esteem him the best 
servant who most willingly executes all our com- 
mands "without reserve, so God estimates most 
Mghly the unfeigned obedience of those who ar^ 
studious to shew their attachment to hini, hftLti 
unlimited respect to the whole of his revealed with 
Of course, then, the constrained service of ^the 
worldling and the sinner, whose hearts^ are set on 
sensual objects ; as well as the Cold and unmeaning 
devotions of the formalist and the self-righteous 
hypocrite; cati ne*vef pleise' God, who " requires 
truth and integrity in the inward parts.** The 
prayers and thanksgivings of such persons, with 
their most splendid r^ligiou^ actions, nOt Springing 
from love to God, btit from corrupt motives, are 
rejected by him, bis the professions of enemies dis- 
affected to his righteous government. ' 
It'is necessary for us to aScertalh " whose we Are, 

: ^'Markviii.i*. 



80 I.SCTVRS XXXIX, 

• 

and wbom we serve/' Have we right ideas of bur 
obligations to God ? Do we endeavour to obey His 
comnutnds with dneerity and che.erfulness4 and from 
a sen§e .of gratitude for his manifold favouri[^> as well 
as from a view of his excellencies ? or^ like slaves^ 
do we obey him from compulsion, and not from 
<:hoi(^ ? '^ If any man love God, the same is known 
of him*." Decide, then, in what state you are^ as 
it respects God ; whether you are living in coofor- 
nuty.tp his word, or in direct hostility and enmity 
againstbimf 

. 4* Think npon.the punishment wbiqh awttita dis* 
obedience. . God hfM» plainly told us what he would 
have us to. do. And li^ demands nothing at our 
hands whi<(h his gracewiU qot enable us to per- 
fenn. Resistance to Ins lawful sfulhoiityJs a trea* 
iionable a<^ which cannot escape his vengeance. 
^^ Those servants, then» which knew th^r Lord a 
will, and prepare^ not themselves to ewcute itj 
neither did according to his will, shall he beaten 
with ^nany stripes^ ; the least of which will produce 
intoler^le smart and anguish* 
. ^. On the odier hand, there is nothing wanting 
\o allure us to obedience. The high rewards of the 
eternal state make a sti)ong. appeal to our sdf-^love^ 
And, surely, if the terrof$ of hell, and the joys of 
heaven, will not excite us ^^ to run Uie race which 
is s^t before us/' no motives merely human will be 
sufficient tq prevail with us for that purpose. 

Let the love of God, and tlie bliss which he has 
prpnused to his servants, fire -us with a holy amhi* 
tion to please him. *^ Be stedfast and unmovmblei 
always abounding in the work of the iiord, foibsmuch 
aay^knofHT that your labowis notin vainin theLiord^'' 

• 1 Cor. Yiii. 3. ' Luk^ xU. 47« > 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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LECTURE XLL 

ON GLORIFYING GOD* 

1 Cor. Ti. 20. nerefiift, ghf^ CM l» ffom bafyf amd in 

pomrsgririi, uhkk an GoiFs* 

Mak was ' originalty formed for the pttr{X)dts i^f 
^rifyitig God, and of being forever ha|^ inthe 
enjoyment of his favour. Every one of his ei'eaiures^ 
whether animsite dr inimiinate, rational or irrational^ 
proddms his wisdom, power^ and goodness. Biit 
it is reserved • for man,-' llie most ore^eAiinent^ of 
Qod-s works, to praiM ^md to serve^him in ^'ttiantiei^ 
the most efiKectual and pteii^lig ; sincef h« lias ^ ^ 
Kties given him for the subUiK^e €fmp)oymeMi vAiUH 
the irrational animals do not possess. He, theif^ 
fore, is imperiously ealled upon ^' to glorify God ip 
bis body and m his spirit, 1vhi<6h ^re God's." ^ - 

We give gloiy to the Almighty^ when we hotiOOii 
\is name and authority, and praise and admire hiai 
divine perfections^ which render hi tn worthy of tbe^ 
adoriition of meti and angels. 

There is tio one, hdwever mean tfhe statibh ma/ 
be which he occupies hi the seale <tf sod6ty, who^ 
eannot, in some humble degr^i thus ma^ify the 
Lord. And when we reflect that we are answerable 
to Him for the me Of oUr facirities^ We should take; 
care that none of them be pervertfetd, or misappliedy 
or unemployed. As every situation in life plresent9 
some opportuni^ of iiisefulness, each one should 
ask himself ; What are those talents which are com**' 
mitted to my care? How can TeHert* them moM 
profitably ? WhAt can I ^o to honour God, pro*; 
mote His cause in the wo!i^ld, and serve the gene-** 
ration in wl^ch I live?< > And tv^' should gladly 
avail ourselves of amy fadUties which we may pos- 
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stss, for accomplishing objects of so much impoTfr- 
ance. 

1 • Glorify the Lord^ by the consecration of your 
thoughts to him. Thought is action in embryo ; 
and^ according to its quality, shews the good or 
evil which a man meditates. Since the heart is be- 
; conie so corrupt, .n(^any are the impure and wicked 
cogitations which spring out of it\ How necessary 
is it, therefore, that the Spirit of God should sanctify 
thje thoughts . of our hearts^ and give them a right 
directipn ! . 

, If, t)ien> we are desir<>us to. honour Qod^by dedi- 
cating oufspuls to His service, we must notentertain, 
but drive away evil imaginations^.when they arise, by 
fixing our minds on su^ects that will improve them. 
Let our thoughts ascend up.to God, and be employed 
^n devout meciitationfi op his holy word^ wluch 
rightly instructs ys; with r0fi;pec]t to his nature; ^^d 
perfections.; L^t pvfr min4s be epgag^ in.devifiing 
plans for the promotion of his gl^ry^, in. th$ salvation 
of sinners^ and in projecting schf^mes to advance tl^e 
welfare of our fello w-creaturc^s . Thu$ ^ oiir thpyghts. 
will be turned to a good ac^^ount^ aind be pjroductivc 
of peace and satis&ctioa ,to ours.elves. . 

2. We should glorify Qod by our words, whiqh 
are the vehicle by. which we conyey our desigiis, to 
others. Speech^ , therefore^ is an important .talept;^ 
It was not given to us that it ipig^t be applied ta.vi,-^ 
ciousji pro&ne,or deceitful purposes ; but, that with 
it we might laud the name of ^God, sound forth hi^ 
praises^.and communicate knowledge and instructioi> 
U) others. With our words, we should endeavour U^ 
discredit fial^jeliood, and aypport and establish traUv 
When language ijs.thus used,' it is an instrument t^jir 
Hrhich God is honoured, and the good pf sodety adk 



ON GhtORIFTING ^OD. *)SS 

tanced. The Apostfe, therefoiie, with great reasorr^ 
advises us ** to let no corrupt comtnunieatievitoro^ 
ceed out of our mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace to the 
hearers**." 

3. Let our abtions and general cbtiductglorify 
God.whoiimde us. In dtder to act coAlcA'maWy to 
the will of God, we must avoid doing any thirtg im- 
pious and wicked, because it dishonours him ; and 
refrain from injuring others, either hi their property 
or persons. But this negative goodness does not 
come up to the requirements of the Law ; which en-^ 
joins us, whilst we abstain from iniquity, to' practise 
universal righteousness. Let us do what we can to 
honour God, by studying to obey his will, and to 
walk in his ways with sincerity and delight. Nor 
let us forget, when we pray, "that His kingdom may 
come, and His will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven ;** that it is a duty incumbent on us to exert 
ourselves, as much as possible, to spread the savour 
of his knowledge amongst all men, in order that 
they may understand what they are to believe, and 
to do, to be saved. 

4. It is a sense of duty and regard to God wliich 
ought to stimulate us thus to honour him. It is 
the temper of mirid in which a thing is done, that 
stamps a real value on the action. When, thera- 
fore, a Christian tries to discharge the particular 
duties which he owes to God and men^ in the sphere 
whereirf he moves, whether as a master, husband, 
father, son. Or servant, he wishes it to be understood, 
that he is consdehtious in his practice,^ tiot to gain 
the applause and commendation, of his neighbours, 
but to please God/by a sincere devotion to his will. 

. •• Ephes. iv. 29. 
C3 
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Jtb such a pious disposition tli^t consecrates his whok 
l^ebayiaur, and makes itrso pleading to the Lord^ 

Let it be our ajniform desire and endeavour thus 
to shew our obedience to God s cooiinands^ by aa 
habitual fear and love of his name : then shall we 
hondur hiiti in the sight of men; atid our conduct will 
be sure to attract his favourable notice and jrega?d« 

5* Let not those, whose hearts are'engrossiad with 
thici, pleasures and vanities of the worlds' wha pay a 
slavish deferepQ^ to its sinful maxiikis and pr^ctkes — 
let not those> who walk after, the vain in^agiaatiofiei 
of their oi^n minds, and exclude God aa much as 
they fan from their thoughts-^rletr not those, who 
live either in open or Secret trausgression, in the 
omission of known duties| or in- the commission of 
wilful deliberate offences'-rin a word, let none of 
those who de$pise the Gospel, and refuse to obey its 
precepts, conqeiye that their conduct passes unno* 
ticed. God's eye is upon all their ways* He sees 
their devotion — that it is to sin and folly,and not unto 
him. They consecrate their talents ; t^it it is to the 
service of the ]>eyil, who will give them a recom«» 
pence, according to their deserts. 

But is it no crime, &nd does no punishment await 
men's refusal " to glorify God, in whose hand their 
breath is, and whose are all their ways ^ ?" Yes ; to 
withhold the honour due to His name,«and to keep 
back our best service from him, is an act.df robbejry 
and rebellion and treason and ingratitude, of which 
creatures, bound by so many obligations to himy 
should blush to be guilty. 

And if, in defiance to hia threatening, we persist 
in desecrating ^nd polluting our souls by acts of imn 
piety, and by a ne^ect of ouc duty to.God, we shall 
^ Ephes. vL 5r^9. ** Dan. v. 23. 

o J 
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exjierience, at ;bs»|» a tn^Ml «n(i : imtiiad tf'tfatrt 

sball be ooniigtied to feiMdiless) wDe; ^^^MfliM, 
kno^r ye nort-that four body is-' thk tefttpte'of tiie 
Holy Grhmt^ whicfti b in you ? ' If aiif man^dtt^e 
the temple of God, fakii shall GoddeM^fJ' . : 

6. The happnieto which a^ttfa of ttb^Bj^ and de^ 
votien to Ood afford^ mmf wtll tdnmhkt^isy&tf one 
to emer sincerdy upon it« The tva«i(|uilf hopes and 
jo^and pleasuras of m ^gbod ponscieMies Mrhieh at*" 
tend the godly mm, even in^ this^diaiuiljiedi^tale, 
and die raptorons leliei^ vviiidhtlie vtili attain on kte 
dismission from the v^tldf redder his piivils^& and 
condition truly enviable. ' ^ 

To animate their feith and hojfiie, to preservethem 
in a patient conttnuanee in f9'ell--doing) the Lord 
makes this gracious fNTomlse to them that g^lbrify 
him:— ^^ Because he bath set bis lover upon ^me^ 
therefore wilt I ddi^ver Jtitifi •: i will set him On high; 
becaa^ he hftth known my nkmei ^He shatl^atl 
Qpon me;, a«id t^Uit^^rhim. ^I wUl tie with him 
in troulilet'I will deKVer him^andxhonbor him. 
With lone; life will I satisfy hitn, and shew^him my 
salvationv' 

' 1 Cor. fii. 16; 17. *PtolmxC!. 14— 16. 

• 4# !.>..» . • J , , ' 

— inpifc.^^ I I 11 ■■pill. 1,111 i|y^tw-»i»«iii.>» 

• ' ' '.,•■• 
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. on XMXTAXING CHJIIST. ' . , . 

Mat. ix.9. And Jestis miA tmio^bifh, PoUau>mel 

God is^ in himseir, the source of all niorai atid ttnde- 
rived goodness. In him 'every excellence resides, 
without any defect. -He' Is, thei^efore,' the proper 
object of imitation, as well as of worship and love. 
When Qirist was manifested in the flesh, he fexhi-* 
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li^t^ a holy exampU, whi((^ his.pQople will do wdil 
0/rQark and copy ;il9r.whatriie sbewed liimaelf to be^ 
in thfi chara<?te9 of our]Vkdiat!Q»r, weifnwtbe iri aon^ 
nuea^ure^ if. indeed jve^wo^ld^ his dasaples^ and 
obtain. Qti^bure of ;thei hbi^ows-bf bis kingdoio. 

1. A loare, tbfeQ, to inUtalie.tbitaoample<of Christy 
is ;a .principle jbf ait in tbQ;chara0ter <tf ti Gbrifil&aa^ 

Upon him,. as upon a^^irfqct modd* be^fixiesihis 
eyes ; just as a jiimn^ir loolks sit^&stly.on a bcssaitifbk 
orjl^iiial, whicb he wishes t^ieopy.wth the greatwif. 
^aptness ; a»d> whose Jibeiuess, aiid spirit by perse-' 
veiing attention^ af^itraosfusied iittoihisown soiil. it 
is (he business df a. Christian to plait^e before bkn^ 
every day^, Jesus Christ^ — his biigbt, all*glorio«s,and 
hs\y exemplai: ; . that>.by a devout stiidy of His rwalk 
and behaviour in> the .worM> he may know how. to* 
regulate his pwn ccmdiMsSt before God and men. : 
, 2. .Think, tben> of the. varied] e^ceUenmes which: 
;he|)^ fprth so illustriomslyiriywr Lord andSaviour..^ 
Kem^ber his unf^nedj JQve of rigbteouanress^ 
shewn in all Us endeavours togtoki^ bis Father, to- 
confor?ari:p theX^Wf aud W insttu^ i his; hf?a*ers» 
Qall to impdibi$ unconquerable hatred to sin, evinced 
by all be said and did. "Recollect the constellatiogt 
of graces visible, in him, whilst be tabernaded on 
earth ; his self*denial and patience, and resignation 
to the will of Heaven on the most trying occasions ; 
his forbearance and; meekness, under all the insults 
of his enemies ; his readiness to forgive injuries, 
and, instead of retaliation, to render good for evil, 
and blessing for raiting. 

. Now Christians are expressly commanded ^ tread 
in the steps of their Lord, by Him whom they widi to 
obey. ' ' Ye call me A^ter and Lord : and»y<e j^ay 
well ; for so I am. If^ Uhenyyour Lgrd and Master* . 
have washed your feet, ye ought also to wash (me 
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another's feet. For I have given you an example^ 
that ye should do as I htrve <i6ne to ryou V -^ • 
Such an - injunction t^hould make every temper 
«^ich is contrary to the niind of Christ, appear; to a 
believer, deformed and crhfninaL He tAiould hate 
the faypoori^yof professing to be a follower of Christy 
mthcMit confomnty to his image t 'which manifests 
itself by a degree of Wery gmee which He exempli'^ 
fied, and in hatred, not of one evil disposition, but 
of evttyiniquitoas practice and temper and.desire. 
3; The holiness of a Christian canine^ be carried 
to too great a length ; for: it is expected that every 
member of ' Christ's mystical body should - shine a^ 
much as possible^ in- a striking resemblance of His 
moral excellency. ' ^^ Be ye perfect, even as your 
Father, which is in heaven, is perfect'*" And tbe^ 
Apostle- declares, that a believing contemplation of 
the Lord Jes^ps, in his person and character, has a 
transforming tfieot on the mind. ^^ We all, ^th 
open fece beholding as'ln a ghiss the* glory of the 
Lord, are chaiiged into the ^me image, from glory 
to gloiyr even as by the Spirit of ^e Lard ?•" 

4; This imitation of Christ become^ moi^ edisyfrom; 
the k^e wbidi his real disciples bear Cowards him c 
for we have nvuoh pleasure ininiitating.thenhmnecs^ 
of those whom :we ^admire, especially if, in ad<£tion 
to their virtues^ their generosity and .kindness to its: 
have been remarkable. ^^ If this be the case between > 
creatures whose best favours are but of stnall value, 
and amongst whom the brightiest characters are vet y 
imperfect, bow much more powerfully >}ught a 
CStristians heartito be afiected^ in pondering* the 
riches of a Saviour s unspeakable love and kindness T' 
Heahouhi he drawn> by a holy attraction, to imitate 

' John xi& 18---16. ^ Matt. v.4S. ^2 Cor. in. 18. 
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Hioit who is'iiis God and Lctrd/ and to whofh lie 
owes all bis hopes of life and salvation. 

5. Let us seriously eximme ouraelvesr on this 
point of our duty to God ; for if our affeeticin to 
Jestis be not ^uch as conatmins us to imitate faiai. in 
every thing where; he is ioiitable by us» we may 
certainly conclude (bat we ate none of bis* If we 
desire bis blessing, wie should immediately sedc 
those tempers which he approves ^\ 

Do you then prajCLfor, and strive to have implaiited 
in your soub, those graces for whiob Christy >the Head 
of the Church, was so much distinguished } Do*you 
'^ hunger and thirst after righteousness ;* and, like 
Jesus, do you make it your ^Sneat and drink to.do 
the will of God ?" Do you^ like him, discover u ha- 
tied to all iniquity ; not committine it wiUully yoin<* 
strives, nor conniving at it in others? Do you^cracify 
the lusts and evil affections of your depiiaMed nature* 
by denying yourselves, and taking np the cross ? Are 
you carefiil to imitate 1^ submissioh.of Qirist to the 
Irvine mil, by a patient ^eiiduranee of those fiuffer-^ 
ings which are inseparable from the present state o£ 
trial ? In imitation of the blessed Jesus, do you 
display a readiness to forgive ratlter than to JoesM^nt,^ 
to overlook rather than to punish, the iosuUs and 
injuries offered by your- bitterest ioes; maintaining a> 
spirit of cbarity,'and not of revenge ; of concitisiliott, 
and love, and not of unkindness and malevolence 
towards any, even the worat. of human beings'^? If 
we are not habitually influenced by a pcevaiUng de* 
^re thus to resemble Christ, we do not belong to 
turn ; but are servuiganotber mastery whose interests* 
militate against the glory of our Redeenier. 
'& Lest, however, we sliould make thi Hghteoua. 
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ittd, whom Ood would have to rejoice, it must be 
^ted, that^ after the miceres endeavours to copy 
the holy example of our Lord, the most asealous and 
apright Christian will be ready to admit, with ^ shame 
and confusion of face," that, so far from eoming up 
to the ^andatdof perfection, his highest acts of Ae^ 
mtion, and love, and obedience, are so defective, both 
in motive and end ; so marred by a large admixture 
of sin, which attaches to every thing he does ; that, 
instead of coilfiding in his own imperfebtconformiQr 
to Jesus, for acceptance with God, he confesses that 
he is but "an unprofitable iservant," and founds all 
his hopes of i^lvation and glory on th^ atdliement 
and righteousness of Immanuel. ' 

Whilst, then, the genuine follower of Christ will 
lie thus abased at the loot of the cross, and cling to 
it fdr pardon and peace, he will still derive from 
that very trust the strongest incitements to imbibe 
the spirit and tread in ^e footsteps of his Divine 
Master, who hath loved him even unto death. Im- 
pelled by gratitude, he vnW say, '^ What shall I ren- 
der unto the Lord £or all his benefits towards me c** 
And then he will demonstrate his attachment, by 
trying to walk with him -in the path )of regeneration 
7- Such an imitation of the holy Jesus commends 
itself to our consideration by. the most powerful 
arguments. In proportion as our minds advance 
in righteousness and pui^ty, we resembie- God, and 
his Son Jesus Christ ; and, therefore, to atlaih tbaf 
likeness, is the greatest meaisiife of perfection and 
happiness of which we are capable. - 

Ah oh, how great is the satisfaefiibn which attends 
it I Whilst engag^ in the very act of cttJtivating' 
holy dispositions and Christian virtues, we enjoy ai^ 
sacked pleasure which afibrds a sufficient reward tqv 
the work; of feith% And if our tlioughts are di--- 
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rected forward to the. bliss' indescribable, reserved 
in heaven for those who -are conformed to Christ, 
what ail incentive does it hold forth to imitate him^ 
as much as possible, in all the practicable virtue of 
his devout life! 

8^ What then, except the worst kind of infatua- 
tion, can make so many willing to forego all this' re* 
venue of celestial joy, for *^ the pleasures of sin, 
which are but for a season *^V' and are afterwttrds 
succeeded by a remorse arid sorrow that will- em- 
bitter an endless existence in the world to come ? 
Know, O transgressors! that sin likens you unto 
your father the Devil; and if it remain unpardoned, 
it will consign you, with him and his angels, to 
^erlasting fire. Hiis thought suggests the most 
forcible motives for inimediate repentance, and for 
following Christ in righteousness and holiness all 
the days of your lif^. 

" Heb. xi. 25. 
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'^ OK THE FEAR QF OOD. 

Matt, xi 28. Fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 

' , ^ body in hell. 

1. " Fbak is one of the chief springs which go- 
vern the human mind. Some suitable object, 
therefore, is necessary to engage our fear, that we 
may be kept from the* dominion of ima^nary ter- 
rors respecting things little to be dreaded^ whilst 
we continue duly sensible to impressions from whht 
is of the greatest moment/* 

In this manner^ fear is regulated in the- breast of 
a. believer. He considers* that secondary :caa9e.9 
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are oaly instruments in the bands of God,, subserv* 
ing his will and designs ; and. therefore he ^^ saac- 
tifies the Lord Qod in hia heart.» making Him hia 
fear and his dread %" — a. God who is too wise to 
aiistake» too just to do wrong, too mighty to b^ re- 
sisted, and too good to be known, without adora- 
tion of his name, and self-abasement before him. 

2. The fear of aChristiari produces no uneasy feel** 
ing$ in his soiU towards God. It is not the terror of 
a sl^ye, dreading the severe frown of a cruel master; 
nor that amazement of natural fear which deprives 
a man of the suqeoujrs of reason, and of the power of 
acting in difficult emergencies ; but it is th^ salu- 
tary fear of a. creature towards a merciful Creator ; 
of a sinner saved by the most astonishing acts of 
k>ve 9H%d compassion; of a dutiful child towards 
his a^eqtionate parent. . ^' In the san^ proportion, 
therefore, as he increases in knowledge and love> 
he will increase, also in the fear of God ; foi^. they 
are inseparable from each other." The inhabitants 
of heayen cry out^ *^ Great and marvellous are thy 
wor.lMl, Lord God Almighty I just and Irae are thy 
waysi thou King of Saints ! Who shall not fear 
thee, O Lord !. and glorify thy name ** ?'*. 

It/is, then; a noble ingenuous fear of Gpd which 
governs his peoole ; a holy principle, which . is th6 
offspring of the warmest love, and which naakes 
them afraid lest, fa^ any ftct^ of disobedience, they 
shouJ14 lose the oianifestatipp of hi^ regard, vwhich 
is better to them than life itself. 

3. The united operation of these.seei^ingly oppor 
site graces is necessary to complete t^e character of 
a man of Ood> Love to him excites filial confidence^ 
whilst it constrains to obedience : fear, uqder its 

• Isa. viii. l^, •* Rev. xr. 8, 4. 
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direction, restrains the soul from sinning preramp* 
tuously. Religious fear, then, under the guidance 
of Divine love, is the only motive that can induce ^is 
to abstain from the practice of those sins which are 
condemned in the Scripture-^ecausetbey dis^honour 
Grod : and it is the combined infineuice of these prin* 
ciples'tbat sweetly controuls our hearts, and ineliiies 
them cheerfully to perform whatsoever Jehovah 
would have us to do ; from the consideration^ that 
such obedience is pleasing to' him, and profititblete 
ourselves* Hence, a holy fear is inculcated^ih iSt^iip*^ 
tore, as a governing motive to a reli^ons life. f^l%ef 
fifar of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom t a ^ibdt 
understanding have all they that do his cominai^d-^ 
ments : his praise endureth for ev^r *•"- 

Consider its influence on the Patriarchs Mfd 
koty men in ancient times. ;^' Enoch walked-^titb 
God';"^ bm it was th6 fear of His name that preserved 
him firo{ii.:being tainted with the general corhiptfota. 
^' Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generadott ; 
itnd Noah walked ^th God '^;** but he feai'^d the 
Lord, and faithfully waroed the ungodly wlbsld', in 
which he lived, to repent, l(»t the threatened Venge^ 
ance of Heaven^ should overtake them'% "The three 
worthies, Shadrac, Meshac, and Abednego, confi- 
dently braved the fiery furnace, from a reverential 
fear of displeasing God ^ And Daniel, the servant 
<rf the living God, by whom he was greatly beloved, 
went down without horror into the lions den, ra* 
ther than displease Him, and wound his conscience 
by an omission of known duty*. 

It is the same holy fear which, in modem times^ 
prompts good men to obey the Divine will, amidst 

• Psalm lii. 10, ^ Gen. vi. 9. * 2 Pet. 5. ' 

' Dan. iii, l^SO. » ib, vi. l-»; 
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persecution and reproach ; sa3ring^ with Joseph, in 
the hour of temptation, ^^ How can we do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God ^ !'' 

4. Bot it is morally certain, on the contrary, that 
ill, in whose hearts the fear olF God does not predo^ 
niDate, ^^wiU fidlintD various temptations and snares 
pf Satan, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts* 
vfaich drown vaea m destruction and perdition ^'' 
Of the truth of this position, no otiier procrfs need be 
adduced, than the profligacy and corruption of some, 
sod the carelessness and irreligion of others; 

Cherish this grace in your bosoms; It is the best 
presenrative from sin, and aifidthful guardiaii of the 

5* They who do not possess ib, should pray td 
baye it implanted in Ann souls, as the most' pbWer-^ 
fill incentive ta a holy life, and as a guide to ahd^y 
death and immortality ^' 

/ I . . . ; 

LECTURE XLIII. 

ON HUMILITY. 

Mat,T*4. JBhsaed are. the poor \% 9pirif$*fim, tkeirsuik$ 

kingdom cf Hwwjiu 

)• This is a Divine grace, which is essential to the 
Cbristian charac^r, and stamps a peculiar excellent 
on it. By humility, I mean a judgment formed itf 
our character and conduct a^eeably to the word of 
God ; which instruct^ us to entertain a proper sense 
of our mckedness, csorruption, and weakness. 

A believer often exhibits to his own mind a view 
of the greatness and Majesty of God, and the cornpa** 
rative meanness of all created things in His sight* 
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** He sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers. Behold ! 
the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
cotmted as the small dust of the balance : behdid ! 
be taketh up the isles as a very little thing*." This 
conception df the glorious power and immensity of 
the Lord^^together with a recollection that his beings 
as well ias every thing which he possesses, was first 
recieived arid is now held iii dependence on him, 
abates the self-importance and self-exaltation of a 
believer, and makes him feel himself to foe as ho- 
tbidg before the infinite Creator. 

2. A comparison of his conduct with the perfect 
Law of God has a humiliating tendency. The Chris- 
tian sees that this holy rule of life and manners con- 
demns every deviation from the virill of God, even in 
tliought and inclination, as a sin deserving his anger. 
Thus, a review of every part of his past and present 
conduct, will suggest reasons for self-abasement. 
He knows that every benefit lays him under a fresh 
obligation to glorify God, and that every talent 
demands a suitable improvement. And when he 
reflects that he must shortly " give an account of 
his stewardship^ ;' and, at the same time, is con- 
scious of not havmg ntiade just returns to his ge- 
nerous Benefactor, and of not having made due im- 
provement of his time and advantages ; instead of 
being tempted to indulge in pride, he covers him- 
self with shame and confusion, saying, ^^ O Lord, 
JMirdon me ! for I am an unprofitable servant.*' 

3. Further: he discovers a' mixture ;of sin and 
defilement even in his b^t 'duties and services ; 
and hence he feels his neied of repetitance, of mercy, 
and of the atoning blood of Christ, in every action of 

• '» lea. xK 15—23. ''Luke xvi. 2. 
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his life. He dares not even venture before th^ 
I mercy-seat of God to offer up his prayers for for* 
giveness, nor indulge a hope of happiness, but in the 
name of Chiist, His beloved Son. Indeed, he is con- 
vinced that ^^ it is of the Lord*s mercies he is not 
consumed, because His compassions foil not ""." 

How can they who live undier the influence of such 
sentiments liave any other feelings, respecting them- 
selves and their performances, than those of the 
deepest humility. ? Whatever difference Christians 
perceive in themselves from the world around them, 
they are led ta attribute to aDivine influence on their 
minds ; so that they see cause enough for gratitude 
to God, but none for pride and self-complacency. 

4. Again : a believer is humbled when he compares 
his behaviour with the perfect example of Christ, 
and the requisitions of the Gospel. He does not 
find in himself that ardent love to God and man, that 
devotion to his ^ory, that meekness and charity 
and holiness so observable in his Saviour ; nor dogs 
be exercise, in. the degree required of him, those 
active and passive gracfi^s for which he should 
labour to be distinguished. The discoveries which 
he makes of his short-comings^his numerous defects^ 
omissions, and actual sins, force him to lie con- 
stantly at the footstool of his Maker, and to cry out^ 
" Behold, I am vile^!*' '* Enter not into judgment 
with thy servant, O Lord ! for in thy sight shall no 
man living be justified*." 

5 • Moreover* a conviction of his ignorance pro* 
duces. the same poverty of mind. He knows, by 
experience, that he is prone • to misti^ke, even in 
matters of the highest concern to his seuL He^ 
therefore, confesses his v^ant of wbdom ; and is most 

« Lam. iii. 22, 28. ' Job xl. 4. * Psalm cxliii. 2. 
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refMly to ask it of God^ with siiiBpliduty and fervency ; 
saying, '* O God, I am unaUe to guide myself; £or 
I knoiv that the way of man is not in himsdif : it is 
not in man, that walketh, to direct his steps ^** Do 
Thou, therefore, undertake to instnict and lead me. 
*' What I see not, teach Thou me«." 

And. though a Believer, thus. taught of God, will 
not ^^ call any man master on earth,*' or implidtly 
adopt all th^ opinions of any uninspireid persoo, 
but refer every instruetion, doctrine^ and comisely 
to the word of truth ; yet he will always be desi-* 
Tous to Learn, even from an iDferior, or from his 
enemies themselves, if be can but obtain the li^t 
and information which he seeks. 

6. Agaiu; a Christian is deeply sensible of His own 
weakness. Conscious of his inability to keep him*-' 
self> be will i^y, . % Hold Thou rae up, and^I shall be; 
safe ^." ^^ Lead me not inito temptation." '^ Hold up* 
my goings in Thy paths, jthat my fbotstepsslip not */'^ 
Indeed, his pa^t errors ;and £aiUngs<have convinced 
lum ihait he has no power in Ifimsdfy ieither to re-, 
sist temptation, face dangers,, endure tnbalations, 
or perform duties ; '^ and that be can only be strong 
in the Lord,, and in the power* of His might '^" 

7*. Th& j^ame temper manifests itself in his con** 
duct towards his brethren.* Whilst he judges himself 
severely for his own. faults, he will be candid in esti- 
z]fiating the opinions anid conduct of his bietiiren. 
Agreeably to the Apostle^s maxim, ^^ he will esteem 
odiiers better than' bii^elf %" " in honour preferring 
them K'\ Thus, in/stead of aspiring to pre-*eittinenee^ 
be ^ill pqeupy the lowest place, rather than stand in 
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the way of dioM who are iviser and better than 
himself. 

. 8. NoW| as every branch of the Cfarisjtian temper 
and character depends on this, and springs from it af 
its proper root, it is, on this very account, highly 
commended in Scripture. *^ All of you, be subject 
OBC to another, and be clothed with humility ; for 
God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of Grod^ that he may exalt you in due 
time""/* According to this exhortation, pride, ambi- 
tion/ sdf-^exaltation, boasting, and contempt of 
others, should be .put i^ay, as inconsistent with the 
spirit of godliness. And a deep sense of our depra* 
vi^y, ftolings, t^nd* lii^lnlity to err and backslide, 
shojuld proNducg within us that poor and contrite 
spirit, " which, in the sight of God,* is of great price." 
This divpbne jte^per will keep us low in our own 
esthqation:; whiohis reiJily necessary ; for as man 
fell by pridej he must rise again by humility. 

* l'Eetv.5,6» 
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OK SUBMISSION TO OOZh. 

1 Sam. ui, 18. . And he said. It is the Lard •• let Hini do what 
'[' seemed him godd 
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He^ wlio made all things, and governs them by the 
dispensations of His will, is entitled to our highest, 
confid^pce and esteem. . ^U His ways are righteous. 
It is fi^iberefore,tbfit we should implicitly yield up 
oucsclyes lb His wifiie^difrections. " Submit your 
selves to GodV' ^s the command of Scripture. 
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■ This submission is directly opposed to that self- 
will atad desire of independence^ which prevailin 
the heart of 'fallen mab, and are the cause of his 
rebellion against his Maker. 

1 . The grice of which ive rtow treat, like every 
other, is the effect of regeneration ; producing in a 
believing soul a disposition to subrhit to the teaching 
of God. It is not enough for \ls to possess the 
Scriptures : we must have light from Heaven, to un- 
derstand them. * It is a great proof, therefore, of 
advancement In the spiritual life, when we distrust 
the sufficiency of our own powers ; solicit the Holy 
Ghost to lead us into all truth ; and give up our- 
selves to His guidance, just as a scholar does to the 
directions of hife master; in order that we riiay 
learn those truths, U^hich are as *^ a lamp to our 
feet, arid a light unto our path**.'* 
' 2. Submission to His iauthority is required from 
iis. God has an undisputed right to bur best ho- 
mage and affections. Wie should deem " His ser- 
Vice.perfect freedom," " His yoke easy," and "His 
ways, paths of pleasantness and peace."* His will 
must be acknowledged just, by which he condemns 
sin, and approves of righteousness. 

We should cheerfully submit, not only to the 
peculiar method by which he saves sinners, through 
the'righteousness of his adorable Son ; but, also, to 
his holy ordinances, as means appointed by him. 
for communicating that grace which enables us to 
do him honour. 

3. Submission to the providence of God Is ^- 
pected from us^ with regard to his management of 
temporal affairs. ** He worketh all things after the 
counsel ofhiis own will.'* We miist not quarrel, then, 

^ Psalm cxbc. 105. 
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with his appointments, or hney we eoidd ttdet 
things more judiciously than he has arranged 
them. Ttiis spirit would certunly convict us of 
the greatest ignorance, as well as impiety. It is 
not fit that we, who cannot understand the nature 
or the reasons of the Divine conduct, should cap- 
tiously sit in judgment upon it, or ^* say unto God, 
What doest Thou ?" 

Our duty is, to acquiesce most fully in all the 
methods by which He is pleased to restrain vice, 
and to promote virtue and peace and good order in 
society. 

4. As consistent Christians, we shall study at all 
times " to submit ourselves to every ordinance of 
man, for the Lord*s sake^ whether it be to the King, 
as supreme ; or unto governors, as unto them that 
are sent by him for the punishment of evil-doers, 
and for the praise of them that do welL For so is 
the will of God, that with well-doing we may put 
td silence the ignorance of foolish men^" 

5. We should equally submit to the especial and 
particular dispensations of his providence, in re-» 
spect to OUT own situation, difficulties, and pecu- 
liar circumstances in life* God knows best what is 
most adapted to promote our real wdfare, and to 
subserve his own designs in the government of the 
world. To bring about his purposes, he qualifies 
id^i^rent persons for the discharge of the various 
duties of life. 

Has he permitted us to be fixed in some lavi^ul 
caHing ? or do we occupy an inferior station in so- 
ciety f It will be most presumptuous in us to repine 
at' our lot; or to envy others, or to wbh to exchange 

MPetiLlf. 
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sitiiatiah& with them ; for whiob» p^h9.p$^ \ve Afe^ nP( 
iju^lifiedi and which, if we wer« to forofi <\urii«Iv^^ 
into them, might o^Dasiob our n^io ^na (iisgr^ocu 

6. Further; it is God who n^^th rijh qt poor. 
He judges it right to give to 90fne ti, Is^rger p<>rtioi) of 
wprldly good* than.ta Qth(3rfi« Every Pip^ ^bpuld, h^. 
thankful for what he pioasefaea, knowing tjhftrt h^ U^ 
abundantly more than hedeservesif ^hQU^d* th^r?? 
fore,' discontent with the provision whiQh Cr9d has 
allotted us, or an ambitious desire tQ hav^ wh^A b§ 
withholds, ever arise within our hQSQm^^ Wfi $houl4 
repress them, as rebellion against-God ; anii} l^iSMTQ 
to be satisfied with su^h thiugs. 99 W@ hAY?>9pd not 
to covet the property of oth^rs^ 

7 . Finally ; a devout Christian will bow with x^ik^fr 
mited submission to the wU of Gpdi QA all QQ^^fMiiQr^^ 
jKea, even .under the severest ch^ti^f^Tti^nt^ qf hi^ 
hand. Wlvether God visit U3 with i^lwp ^iiliotio^fi 
ati4 trials, or call us to suffer reprpacb and p^F^cpq^ 
tion for his^ cause, or deprive us of fri^nd/s^, ^r reduq^ 
us to povi^rty, or chasten u^ with iiiokftf $s i^pd 4is* 
euse, we must acq^iesoe without ft r9(^rlS^^r. HflW* 
ever llis dealings with us may oppp^ ow oarrpw 
and selfhh views, It will be incuipbfrnt ftii w P^'j^m-^ 
Ufyand approve of thtm, as the nesult 9f Huhoiind^ 
wisdom', goodness, and love, Thii c^Nnpl^t^ r^^Qi^* 
tion to the Divine wil^ is a high atti^iittii^pt ir| r^lir 
gioii ; andfa noea^^aye of this temper k ^?^W^^^9,^ 
shew our devotion to God, who is entill^d tP mv(^ 
served obedience' fsom hlsiCluldr^.»\ 

What an toample jof pat^^ne^ aud ft^qi^fscenpfi )^ 
the wnll 6£ God di^ our ^aviPW di/9p]lpty! \T^qpf 
nQthstanding the tauats.and insult^ ,of his qnc^i^i^ 
provbked him to spejih, y^^ ".when he was reviled. 
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Ite revil^ not a^in ; w)ieiv he suffered^ he threat-; 
ened not ; but committed himself to Him wha 
jjudgeth righteously ^^ Afid when his last conflict 
drew ivear> in whid^ he was going to endure a kind 
of death as painful a^ it was ignominious^ his sou| 
patiently submitted to the stroke ; whilst he said^. 
*^ The qup which my Father hath given mci shall I 
no; drink it*?" '' Not my will, but Thine be done." 
8. It is clear^ that the patience, contentment, re- 
signation, and submission, of which we have briefly 
discoursed, are not to be mistaken for those counr 
terfdt appearances of th^m which are seen in natural 
toen. Separated from the grace of God in the heartj 
subduing it to His reasonable service, such holy teiBrt 
pers cannot be found io any of the fallen jsona of 

Adam* 

'. Oh that yoOy whose souls are not confcMrmed to thct 
righteous will of Jehovah, may seek to have them 
renewed iii holiness ! then you will not only honous 
him by a» compliance with his commands, but rever 
raoce his witt by a cheerful and uncoiHstraiiied sub-? 
imssion to all hishoiy dispensationsw 

^iPet.iL23b •jDhDcxviii.il. 
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ok AVFTAitCB nr god; 

buah zx^* 4. Trust ye in the Lordjfbr ever ; /or m AeZora^ 

Jehovah u everlasting strengA. 

The minds of unenlightened men are tilled witk 
iml^d^i^ and distrust of God : . they cati place no' 
wo&denQ^in a«Peii^ wiumi they nather know, nor 
«Lmkej^|hor carves This i% the reason why,- in time: 
of advebit^jor sickness,t wordly pfsople |ty from God^' 

D2 
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to trust in lying vanities-^ which cannot profit nw 
deliver V 

llie grace of God alters this . corrupt bias, and. 
corrects this estrangement of the soul from him, by 
bringing it back to a .fiducial reliance on his name, 
and disposing it to honour his word by an unshaken 
belief in its truth. When, therefore, the heart is 
renewed in righteousness^ a man is enabled tocxer* 
cise a sincere confidence in God as his father and 
friend, believing that he will fulfil all those promises 
in which he has caused him to put his trusts God 
has most solemnly engaged, by oath and covenant, 
to save his people ; and, for this end^ to withhold 
no good thing from them ■*. . 

1 . With a view to promote the prosperity of their 
souls, he pledges himself to increase their knowledge 
of Divine truths, and to carry on and complete their 
sanctification. He promises to defeat all the des^QS 
of Satan against them, to succour them in temptar 
tion, and to bring them safely through every diffi^ 
culty, which the world, the flesh, and the Devil can: 
place in their way ; in order that he may fix them ill 
nis holy habitation above, where joy and honour 
will be their everlasting portion **. 

2. Again : God has engaged to provide for their 
sustenance. Food and raiment convenient for his 
people are ensured to them by the ^'covenant which 
IS ordered in all things and sure.'* He will also 
shield his saints from danger, and grant them pro-- 
tection and deliverance in the hour of distress wid 
perplexity* 

Now, peeing God has thus bound hinpself to ad« 
viin<e the happiness of his chosen servants, it is the- 
provhice of faith to rely on his ability and wiHingn€ss* 

' I Sam; xii. 21. r Pbalm Ixxxiv. 11, i2; ^Ufulx. 19,«K' 
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to fulfil these engagements* And it has the strongest 
reasons for such confidence, from a consideration of 
his character ; a particular trait in which, is faithful- 
ness to his word. ^* Grod is not a man, that he 
should lie ; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it ? or hath 
he spoken, and shall he not make it good*^?'' 
. 3. And^ further, an experience of his past good- 
ness lays a foundation for our trust. How numerous 
the favours, how rich the blessings, which our gra^ 
dous Benefactor has heaped upon us I Can we be 
so ungrateful as to forget these instances of his kinds 
ness, or refuse to make them a ground of future af« 
fiance in him ? Shall we dishonour our faithful God» 
by suspecting his love and care for us, when he hath 
^en such strong proofs of his attention to our wel- 
&re ? It is by reasonings like these, accompanied 
with the aid of Divine grace, that the sin of unbelief, 
so dishonourable to the Almighty, is conquered iif 
the heart of a true Christian. And though, in the 
hour of extreme trouble and temptation, he may feel 
afraid, and give into doubts, yet his trust in Jehovalf 
remains unaltered. Yes, however dark and gloomy hii 
prospects may be, however great and severe the trials 
with which the faith of his devout soul may have to 
struggle, yet he can say, *^ I will trust in the name 
of the Lord, and stay upon my God *"." Though 
he may be like a vessel driven from her moorings, 
^atid tossed by each successive wave, yet he will still 
confide in his Almighty Friend ; saying, " The Lord 
of Hosts is with me ; the God of Jacob is my re*^ 
fvLge \'^ And thus he will survive every storm ; and 
^t length reach those shores of eternal peace, where 
}^ Num. xxiiL 19. " lea. 1. la < Psalmxlvi. 1—7. 
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sorrow cannot fmrsue him any more'*'*. He cannot 
open a single page of Scripture in which he does 
Hot find some circumstance or promise to encourage 
his confidence, and strengthen his heart. Thus he 
goes forward, " hoping against and bey6nd hope/' 
Assured that ^^ light is sown for the righteous, and 
joyful gladness for such as are true-hearted,** he 
comforts himself in God, by sayings " Though hea- 
viness may endure for a nighty yet joy <iometh in 
the morning *." 

4. Again ; as a believer advances in ^race and the 
knowledge of Grod, his own experience strongly con- 
firms his trust; because all that help and succour 
and comfort, which the promises encouraged him to 
expect, he has seen accomplished, both in himself and 
in others. In a variety of instances, he has tried the, 
word of the Lord to thne uttermost ; and eyery expe- 
riment has served to establish his confidence in aii 
unchanging, covenant-keeping God. 

From such evidence, he sees that 5t is good for 
him to put his trust in the Lord, in the darkest 
seasons, when the light of reason fails, and all things 
seem to make against him ; for faith teaches him t6 
rest upon the promise, that " things shall work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them who 
iEire the called according to his purposed" And 
though the evil motions of unbelief in his breast are 
(ar from being destroyed, yet they are always h- 
mented, resisted, and at Jength put to flight ; so 
that temptations, afHictions, and calamities of the 
worst kind, are submitted to, as' wholesome medi- 
cines administered for the purification and happiness 
of his soul. Hence he acknowledges ** it is good 

^ Rer. xxii. S-^. * Psalm xxx. 5. ' Rom. viii. 28. 



that a itm sltould both hope and quietly wait for 
tile salvfttiob of the Lord^*' And in this temper of 
x^eerftil affiance in Odd, he trusts in him^ until he 
Iti-tives at '^the haven of undisturbed repose^ where 
his soul tvould be-" 

* Examine thyself^ Reader : canst thou venture^ in 
thi^ spirit of faith^ to cast thyself on the God of 
Jacob for help and deliverance in the moment of 
sbhroW and danger ? Perhaps, instead of this child- 
ttke confidence in the Lord, you either distrust hiih 
ultogether, or presumptuously expect his aid and 
blessing in the way wherein it cannot be found. 
Know, that unbelief is the cause of your alienation 
from him : this darkens the eye of your mind^ so 
that you do not behold his claims to your love and 
confidence. ^ 

Now, you cannot be guilty of a sin which cries 
more loudly to God for vengeance^ than this cri^ 
minal fear and suspicion and distrust of Him who 
hath given you so much cause to honour his fidelity. 
^^ If we receive the witness of nien, the witness of 
God is greater* He that believeth not God, hath 
made Him a liar^/' 

5. Besides, is it not desirable, in the day of trou- 
ble and in the hour of death, to have a refuge where- 
unto we may fly for comfort and hope } Afflictions 
will assault you in this vale of tears, and death must 
shortly visit you. And what can^^ou do without So- 
lace in the one case, and mercy and hope in the 
other? And who can administer these blessings^ 
but the very God whom you have forsaken ? 

Pray for a Scriptural trust in him. Seek, in the 
ilirst place^ pardon of your past neglect, and a know- 
ledge of the character and salvation of the Lord. 
Whilst this experience of his loving-kindness will 

f Lam. iii. 26. " 1 John y. 9, 10. 



56 . LECTURE. XLV. 

preserve you from. the &Ise trust of nominal Chnt* 
tians^it will inspire you with the confidence of his 
dear children, who cry» ^' Abba^Father .** I n his bo« 
som they pour their sorrows ; and by him they ar^ 
assuaged. To Him they look for succour ; and ai:e 
not disappointed. He has promised " never to 
leave nor forsake them ;" and he will not fail to b^ 
their God and happiness for ever. 

Pray, then, ye whp know him not, that, in l^jtar- 
tion of His people, you may confide in his goodness^ 
honour his faithfulness, and continue in the enjoy- 
ment of his love. An afiiance thus grounded on 
the covenant of God cannot deceive us ; ^^ because 
he hath never failed them that seek him'." 

^ Psalm ix. 10. 
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ON SOCIAL DUTIES ; OR, THE TEMPERS OF A CHRIS- 
TIAN TOWARDS HIS FELLOW-CREATURl^S. 

LECTURE XLVI. 

ON A SINCERE REGARD TO TRUTH. 

Ephes. iv« '25. Wherefore^ putting away lying ^ speak every man 
tniih wiih his neighbour j for we are members^one of another. 

We have already observed the effects of Christian 
doctrines in producing conformity to the will of 
God. It remains for us to shew how they should 
regulate our behaviour towards mankind. It is 
their uniform design to produce in us that *^ love 
which is the fulfilling of the Law/' both as it respects 
God and our neighbour *• 

Now, were the command of Clirist^ ** that we 
should love one another,*' universally obeyed, the 
Church would be a feeble representation of heaven^' 

^Bom.xHi. 10. 
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inA there would be a constant interchange of good* 
wiU amongst its several members. But it is to be 
deplored, that only a small number of the great body 
of professing Christians have ever lived in entire 
subjection to this law of love. " Nevertheless, it is 
the noble peculiarity of a real disciple of Christ to 
behave towards every man as he would wish to have 
all men act towards himself; and to stand as much 
distinguished by right dispositions towards men^ as 
by faith, love, and devotion towards God." 

The Believer proves himself to be an invaluable 
blessing to society, not only by the influential ex- 
ample of a pious life, but also by maintaining, with 
a holy constancy, the important doctrines of the 
everlasting Gospel. We can never, therefore, pror 
mote the good of men so extensively, as by inducing 
them to embrace the religion of Christ, which saves 
their souls frpo) death, and makes them shine as the 
lights and ornaments of the worid. 

Veracity is one of the great principles which con- 
nect men together in society, and the only founda* 
tion of mcitual ^confidence. Let this barrier be 
broken down, and lying, and dishonesty, and false* 
hood, will rush in with violence, and destroy all 
harmony and trust betwixt man and man. It is no 
wonder, therefore, that God should, mark the want 
of sincerity and truth with a just stigma^ of re* 
proacb, and approve of upright conduct as thf^f 
which is peculiarly estimable in his sight. ^' Lying 
lips are abomination to the Lord ; but they tha^ 
deal truly are hi^ delight V 

:Truth, then, is a precious jeweli which all vaho 
iie^ire to live righteously and peacea)>ly ,must miuivr 
(aWi and cherish in their heaits. Such is ^e Qiylne 

^Proy.xji.^. 
D3 
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command :—*' Wherefore, putting away lying, speak 
every man truth with his neighbour; for we art 
taiembers one of another""." 

1 . Strictly adhere to truth in your conversation 
with others, at all times. When you relate facts^ 
let your narration of all the circumstances attending 
them be faithful. Do not varnish them over with 
false ornaments, which may mislead or deceive 
6thers ; neither exaggerate, nor diminish, but state 
them as they really occurred, to the best of yotir 
knowledge and belief 

Pay the strictest regard to truth in the opinions 
which you express of others. Shun adnlation und 
flattery in your addresses, as a dei^eabife ^engine of 
deceit. Do not compliment any one upon his pos» 
sessing excellencies not belonging to him t ndtfaeir 
Upeak to him as if yftu would lead bitn to believe 
that you entertain an esteem for his character and 
person which is not founded in sincerity. Sueh ar^ 
tlfices^ though so common '^ amongst the refine* 
xnents of the polite and in die commeree of the 
World, are a species of detestabte hypocrisy and <)i$« 
simulation, in the judgment of God, who reftdreih 
integrity in the inward poriSj and mW punish the 
breach of it as a heavy ofienee against his law/' 

No real Christian can trifle with so sacred a ifittt* 
ter as troth, for the sake c^f a jest, or a humorow 
tele, or a compliment ; much less t6 gratify aumTj 
malice; or avaiice ; or to indulge in flattery, slancwr^ 
end calumny. On the contrary, he will studioudy 
avoid all prevarication and deceitful fatngnage^ bcs 
feauie it has a tendency to lead^ itaen into error ; re- 
membering, in obedience to the injunction of (%nsi, 
^ to let Im6 communication be, Yea^ yea ; Nay^ n*f i 

«Ephes.iy.^. 
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kaoirii^ that whatsoever U more than these, 
eometh of evil"*." 

He mti maintain the tame teterence for the truths 

when lawfully eited to b^ar testimony dii oatb^ in a 

t»ixn of judtikie, respeeting any oecttrrence which he 

bfts noticed* He wiU not injure hid greatest enemy, 

^^ by bearing false witness agftinst him/' to pfocufe 

bb death, or punishment, or loss. In speaking of 

his offence) he will not magnify it by false colouring, 

nor conceal any favour able circumstiiniie in the case^ 

by equivocating language* On the eontraiy, to 

seenre the great ends ofjustiee, which demands the 

protection of 1^ innocent, and the punishment of 

the gtiihy, a conscientious disciple of Christ will de- 

el«re» in compliance with tj^e law of the fend, '^ the 

truth, the whoke truth, And nothing but the truth,** 

inthoQt fear^ partiality, or malevolenee. ^^ Ye shall 

do no nnr^teoiisness in judgment ; thou shalt not 

rdspeet the person of the poor^ nor honour the per^ 

sod of the mighty ; bCit in righteousness shalt thou 

judge thy neighbour*/' Of (snttrse, flien, perjury, 

or B fube testimony bame again^ anbther, with a 

view to affect hi^ fife, character, or property, is so 

htinous IL breach of the Divine commandment, that 

every man who dreads the WrMh or values the 

fkr^mr of tiod will trembk ta approach it, though 

m efver sfd great a ittstane^. '' Hiou shsilt hot f6r<^ 

^•rear t^elf, but i^alt perform* unto the Lotd thkie , 

cMlieV' " by sweiuing in truth, in jfodgmeftt, And ' 

L^ng, tent, of t^ety species^ whidv id ^o scatida-' 
loiisly o^mmdn, is a glaring bresich c^f the IM^ j^ 



* Mat. V. fffi • Lev. xix. 15. 

'Mai.V;^3. »Jer.iT.2. 



«60 UBOTURIS xiUYI. 

God. No excuse can be offered to justify a pitetic0 
which is a total abuse of the confidence which our 
n^gbbour reposes in us^ independent of the gfeat 
mischief which it occasions, Christ denounceti 
all liars, as being ^^ the children of their father, the 
Devil ^;" and declares, ^' they shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone'." 

2. Truth in our conversation must.be coupled with 
sincerity, m making ^nd performing our engage- 
noents and promises. It is a mark of Uie most pair 
pable insincerity, when, under professions of friend* 
shipf a man raises expectations in others which he 
h«u| neither the power nor the intention of gratifying. 
Ashamed of such dishonourable and criminal de- 
ceit, . a sincere Christian feels himself bound to 
observe the utmost punctuality and (idelity in all his 
eggi^ementSy even when the performance of tliem 
may be inconvenient, or injurious to him. A true 
citizen of !Son is ^' one who, though he sweareth to 
his own hurt, changeth not'';*" but will certainly 
fulfil his promises and contracts^ if it be reqiiired^ 
and practicable) provided he was not deceived Jq 
tfbe grounds on which he made. them,, and no com- 
mand of God be violated thereby* 

^^ Whedt therefore, you make a promise to cpnfei* 
a i>en9fi|,pr to do some kind office for another, you. 
should cpnsidef, that the right and possession of the. 
tiling promised dpes, in conscience, really pass from 
you to the appointed receiver of it ; ai|d that, wUh^. 
out his leave, yoo have no more power to ,reqal it, 
tfian you h^ve to cancel a le^ band, until its con- . 
ditions are all fulfilled : and, consequently, you will 
esteem yourself obliged to perform your word^ though 

^JohnfUK44. ^Kev.xxi.8. . T8aliaxv.4. 
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it may be much, to your prejudice^ in every instance 
where you have made a promise ; unless some sped- 
fied conditions not fuIftUed, orsometliing concealed, 
vacate its obligation.'* In every case of this kind 
you will study the most undisguised sincerity ; and 
thus demonstrate, by the rectitude of your actionem 
that you live under the influence (tf the Gospel which 
jrou profess. 

Your motiives to the discharge of this duty will be 
superior to those which actuate men destitute of the 
iter and love of God. Tliey advocate sincerity, be- 
cause it is the cement of society, and the only basis 
of mutual confidence. How weak and inefficient are 
such motives^ when opposed to the violent corruption 
and selfishness of the heart, under temptation to un- 
just *gain, by the sacrifice of honesty and truth ! 

Let the command of God, who delights in truth 
and righteousness, be your incentive to this as well 
as every other duty. ^* These are the things thikVye 
shall do^ saith the Lord ; Speak ye every man truth 
to his ne^hbourS" 

Further ; when the Holy Ghost renews our heaO^^- 
he implants in them a love of righteousness and 
truth, an hatred to deceit and iniquity. It is not 
possible, therefore^ to be a Christian, and, at the same 
tithe, be false and insincere, for the sake of any tem-^ 
ppral advantage whatever. Indeed, so long as. we 
maintliin a' wish to honour the authoi^ty of God| wad 
a'fear of incurring his awful .displeasure^ we shall 
never- think we can meet witli any evil great enough; 
to ^tet, or' bribe sufficient to make u^ violate the 
lUles of truth' afnd sincerity. 
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LECTURE XLVIL 
6k trs love akv practice or jvstxcfi avd noKE^m 

Rom. xii. 17. Provide things honest in the sight ofaU me9u 

1. Justice, properly admioktered acoordkig to law 
and reason^ is the guardian of our liveS) pf opevty> 
and rights. She sits on the throne of judgment^ as 
the protectress of innoieeUce^ and the avenger of 
giailt« So necessary is this virtue to the very «k* 
istience and wd&re of society, that without a duere^ 
gard to it the affairs of n State cannot be peaceably 
abd orderly conducted* Wliere piiyi^.aiid public 
ri^ts are not didy respected^ injustice^ oppresston^ 
frauds rapine^ and robbery^ must abound^ with all 
their dire attendants. The necessity of justice to the 
Well-rbeing of a cmumiinity made an Heathen mo- 
ralist assert, ^^ that a d^ree of it inivt be observecl 
even by thieves^ in order to ensure union amongst 
tbeni in the distribution of tbei|[ i^poik/' 

With how much better reason may his remafk be 
applied U> a weU^^ulated society^ where tbere a^ 
$K^ many distinct aisd individual righto to be re^' 
spected ! 

2. It is incumbcot^ tberefive^on tite judge, the ma- 
g^trate^ 9nd aU vfyio are entviisted with authon^^ 
duly and scri^ulously to administer justice to every 
man, without partiality; not fiitouring oDetofbet 
detriment of another. Whilst they guard the ^f^ 
pressed, the poor, and. the needy* from it^ury^tb^ 
will punish the eppressor, and be active in putlingr 
salutary laws into execution t^nak att.offenderfrs. 
^ that we may lead a qmet ami peaceable life^ in 
all godliness and honesty \" 

• 1 Tiin. u. 2. 



LOTE AND TBACnCB OP JUSTICE. 68 

' Recollecting that, in their official cafmcities and 
functions^ they represent God, who is the ordainer of 
governfment, and to whom every one entrusted with 
any part of it stands accountable^ they will fe^l 
constrained to a fearless discharge of their dnty^ 
with the utmost ^delity. The command of God 
is peremptory ad|d binding on all, whose pro^nce 
il is to enforce tile laws : — ^^ Ye shall do no unright^ 
eousness, saith tfie Lord, in judgment* Thou shalt 
not respect the person of the poor, nor honour the 
person of the mighty ; but in righteousness shidt 
thou judge thy n^gfabour ^." 

^^Tliey, too, who exercise supreme doniinkm 
over men in imitation of Christ, the Prince of 
FeacC) must be just, ruling in tke fear of God ; and 
theymhall be as the Hght of the morning when the 
sun riietb, even a morning without clouds ; as the 
tender grass springing out of the earth by deas 
shining after rain^*' 

3. Hie same regard to justice and uprigfatnesa 
in our dealings and conduct towardb each other^ hi 
coined by God upon us all. And we cannot Kw 
in the wilful allowed nieglect of tins duty^ widiout 
being 8ofa|ect to his displeasure. 

Practise the most scn^ndous honesty, in ail your 
intercourse and business with othe !*&« Thke no ite-r 
doe advantage of any man's igooiance, to ovwieacb 
at bireumvent him in a bargain . Neither ^ve short 
weigbt, nor keep unjust measures. Derive no ^a^ 
of^itant gam from what ytm seU, bat be oohr' 
t«9ited m«h a &k and reasonable pve&t* Neither 
ittipose on the ooafidenoe of a customer^ by giving" 
Ifim bad Ibv good eommoditiesi. N^^et unjtislW^. 
piaise^ nor ' studiously concedi die iMtdts aiid 
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defects of an article, lest the buyer, should have rea- 
son to com plaia of being deceived in his purcbasek 
It might be contended, in opposition to these 
directions for the conducting of trade, that it is dif- 
ficult. If not ini[M)ssibIe, always to act thus honestly ; 
because there is so much cheating and fraud in dbe 
world, that one; ivho made a conscience of dealii^ 
justly, would fall a prey to the artifices of the dis- 
honest, and lose his substance. 
This plausible, though false reasoning, will have no 
weight to deter a Christian from being a truly honest 
man. Though iniquity in traffic is become ^6 uni- 
versal, yet a: man who fears God must not be led 
away, by the torrent of corrupt custom, to wound his 
conscience by acts of knavery and injustice. He 
wiM ever remember, that no unrighteous gains can 
compensate the loss .of God's favour, or, indeed^ 
eventually prove. any acquisition to his property. 
Ill-gotten wealth has the curse of .Heaven, both on it 
and its owner. ^^ Woe unto him that buildeth his 
house by iunrighteousness^ !" ^^ Are there yet the 
treamres of wickedness in the house of the wicke^^ 
tod the scant m^easure which is abominable ? Shall 
I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with 
the bag: of deceitful . weights'* ?" ^^ He that getteth 
riches^ aiid not- by right, shall leave, them in the 
midst of his di^Sr iCnd at; his end. shall be a fool V* 
' To encouFage.thef^trictest observance of justieei 
amongst men, God, who is sole proprietor of all 
things, pledges his word and honour for the iniun-i 
tenance and prosperity of. them that, deal uprightlyii: 
'* Thou shalt not have in thy b^ divers iweighto^ a 
^cfat and a small, .(the one to ^ buy, the oilier tp jsell 
wi^th) : thou shalt not. have ia thine! house .diVera 

^ Jer. xxii. IS. . - * Micah vi. 10, ^ 1 « . / At, xvii. 1 1 • 
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measures, a great and a small ; but thou shah have 
a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure 

shalt thou have; that thy days may be lengthened,^ 
in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee '.'* 

It is self-evident, that, the moment our true in-- 
terest is we^;hed in the scales of religion, ^* honesty 
is ahvi^ the best policy ;" £dt the breach of it, 
under any circumstance, is sure to make us ob** 
noxious in the sight of a holy God. 

After the positive commands and threatenings of 
the Lord against all unrighteousness, we can never 
sanction, by word or deed, the frauds so common in 
trade, nor do any thing unjustly ; unless we are 
willing to bid farewell to peace of conscience, and 
to that sweet communion with God which is the 
greatest comfort in life ; and unless we consent to 
exchange the pleasing hope of heaven for self-con- 
demnation, and a certain dread of judgment to come. 
*^ To hiiiL that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.'' 

4. Again ; display an equitable temper towards all 
mankind, by giving to every one his just due. De- 
fraud no man, by refusing the payment of debts 
lawfully contracted ; but punctually settle your ac<- 
counts^, that your tradesmen may be able to live 
as well as yourselves. 

That extravagance, by wjliich so many expend large 
sums of money, in furniture, dress^ and the luxuries 
of life, for which they never pay, is a species of rob* 
bery which you will abhor. Rather than gratify 
pride at the sacrifice of honesty, let your expenses 
be kept within moderate bounds, that your creditors 
nay not become bankrupts through your prpdigality.J 

5. As a master^ or an employer of the poor, it is a 

« Deut. zxT. IS— -16. n Rom. xiii. 7, B* 
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^uty ineumbent on you to give y6ur labourefd add 
is^rvants that which is just and equaL. You ought 
not' to prevaricate with them, nor withhold tlieit 
wages when dde. Lay upon them no heavier burtheik 
than they are able to bear, nor exact any hard of Un- 
reasonable labour. In case of k slight failure oi' 
omission of duty, do not load them with abu^e, tiot 
provoke them to anger by threatening langua^: 
3Vhenever you observe them diligeni; and faithful iti 
your service, shew your approbation of their con- 
duct, by giving them suitable encouragettient. Th* 
command of God secures the exercise of justice to 
servants : — •*'Thou shall not Oppress an hired Ser- 
vant that is poor and needy, lest he cry against thee 
to the Lord, and it be sin unto thee*"." 

6. As a subject, owing a dutiful obedience to the 
King, you will deem it just to pay hid officers the 
taxes imposed by law, to defray the charges of go- 
vernment, and for the defence of the kihgdom 
fi^ipst its enemies. The command of Cod sanc- 
tions this right : " Render, therefore, to all their 
dues ; tribute, to whom tribute ; custom, to whom 
custom is due'.'* 

Christ has set us an example in this respect. He 
wrought a miracle to pay the tax demanded of him 
and his disciple ". Thus, by " rendering unto Csesar 
the things which are CaesarV," he clearly condemns 
the injustice of those who evade the payment of 
taxes, and leave their neighbour to bear a. dispro- 
jportionalB part of them. 

7* The practice of smuggling is illegal and in- 
jurious. " Whilst it defrauds the public treasury, it 
hurts the fair trader, and encourages an infemoust set 

*• Deut. XXIV. 15, 16. * Rom. xHi. 6, 7. 

^ Matt. xvii. 35-*27. ^ Matt. xxii. 21 . 
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of men to dbtun their livelihood: in open defiance of 
the laiv.^ Those who follow tins disgraceful calling 
often live in riot and drunkenness, and, through the 
violence of their conduct, sometimes keep a whole 
neighbourhood in a state of confusion and alarm. 

We cannot, knowingly, purchase contraband 
goods from any persons concerned in this dishonest 
traffic, without being sharers in their prime. 

8. Restitution to those whom we have injur^ 
by act or word, is an indispensable part of justice. 
Have you betrayed any one into pernicious errors 
in religion, or tempted him to sinful practices^ 
Repenting of the serious injury which you have don^ 
to his soul, seize the earliest opportunity of trying 
to repair it, by making him sensible of the condi- 
tion in which you have placed him, and by inducing 
him to reform his wicked life. 

Have you defrauded any man of his property ; or 
withheld from him what is justly due ? Lose not a 
moment in making full restitution, to the utmost ot 
your power. Lict not conscience reproach you with 
the guilt of living dishonestly on property which be*- 
longs not to you ; for, to act in this scandalous way, 
is to violate the golden maxim of Christ, " Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them ; for this is the Law and the Prophets.** 

Have you done an injury to your neighbour, by ca*- 
iumny, or by propagating a falsehood to the discredit 
of his character ? As the reputation of a good name 
is preferable to riches, if, through malicious resent- 
ment, or any other evil passion, you have aimed a 
blow at the feme or character of another, justice to 
the person whom you have thus dishonoured de* 
mands a full and open retractation of the felsehood. 
This reparation cannot be refused, without the 
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greatest injustice to the a^rieved party^ and ren* 
deriag the caluimdator deservedly odious^ in the 
.^es of all men. 



LECTURE XLVIII. 

OF THE EXERCISE OF CHARITY| AND COMPASSIOI^ TO 

SOULS AND BODIES OF MEN* 



1 Pet. iii. 8. Having compassion one of another, love as 

brethren; be pitiftil, be courteous. 

No Christian will ever content himself with a negative 
'goodness^ which preserves him from wilfully injuring 
or deceiving his fellow-creatures. Influenced by the 
love of God»^he will shew kindness to men in their 
afflictions, knowing, that whilst he is in the fleshy he 
IS as liable to suflfer as others *. 

In this world of sorrow, truly benevolent minds 
gan never want opportunities of doing good to man<> 
kind ; whose spiritual and temporal necessities are 
so numerous, as to require every assistance which 
well-disposed persons are able to afford. 

1. Since the soul as much surpasses the body in 
value, as eternity {exceeds the short duration of time, 
it. is evident that the spiritual necessities of men 
df^im our first and greatest consideration. And if it 
be justly deemed an act of inhumanity to refuse bread 
to the hungry, and clothes to the naked, when it is 
in our power to relieve their wants, how mucli more 
criminal must it be, in the eye of our Maker, to with- 
hold instruction from the souls of men, and thus 
suffer them to " perish eternally, for lack of know^ 
ledge ■• ! " Now, when we refle<;t that we are sur- 
rounded with immortal b^ing^ '' who are alienated 
• Bom. kii. 15» •' Hos. iv.. 6. 
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firnn God, and enemies to him hj meked works^'' 
their lost condition calk alond for compassion and« 
the tenderest exertions of Christian pity and love. 
Where, then, is our brotherly affection, if we de* 
cline doing what we can to 'save those who aie 
sunk in ignorance and vice from the bitter suffer* 
logs of endless death ? 

2. Our compassion to the souls of men must in- 
spire us with holy zeal, to attempt, with the Divine, 
blessing, to rescue them from destruction. We must 
instruct them, as well as we are able, in the truths of 
religion ; and try to persuade them, in the most af-! 
fectionate manner, to embrace the Saviour, and seek 
an interest in his everlasting kingdom. We should: 
watch for suitable occasions to set before them the 
evil of sin, and the ruin which it will faring on them, 
without a speedy repentance ^ ^ 

3. Nor should we be backward, to the best of our 
means, to furnish the poor and the ignorant with 
such religious helps as they need ; particularly by 
distributing amongst them the Scriptures, and sen 
nous books ; which may be instrumental in turning 
them '^ from darkness to light,'" and in making 
them, heirs of a blissfol immortality. 

Nor let u& forget to add, to our endeavours to 
convert men's souls, the irresistible force of a pioui; 
Kfe; which will sooner convince them of the general; 
importance of religion, than the strongest aigumentai 
we can advance in its behalf. 

4^ As it is important to preserve the rising gene«% 
ration 'from the infection of evil examples^ and ta 
form their minds on the principles of God*s holy, 
word, it is our duty, both by our pecuniary and perr> 
sonal assistance, to,, finvour the establishment of 
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schools fir lbeTeligbusaiid.ihoraLk)$tfucd|fm 
(^Udren of the poQi;;.tbaty instead of being faron^at 
u^in ignofaince, aiid drinking in the poisoat of iDh 
fide&tyy and . disafFection to GoveinBaent^ they: may 
iinderstand their duty to God and man^ and thu$ 
prove a Messing,. and not a, curse, to society*. 

So far, we have been considenug the compassion 
vpfeich IS due to the spiritual &tate of the commuiuty^ 
and the neighbourhood in which we live. 
: 5< If, however, we would practise mercy to the 
lull extent required by the Gospel, we must. not conr 
fine its operation to the comparative^ Bttle circle o{ 
our own nation or neighbourhood; hut give full 
scope to the philanthropy of the heart, by permifidi]|p 
it to expand with generous affections towards eirery 
iiidi^idual of the human race. Related^ as we are, to 
eveiy man, who is a partaker with us of the same sin? 
fbl naturey and liable to the same infirmities and 
sorrbws, we should esteem him as our brother^ 
whatever maybe bis complexion and circudfitances,. 
or however he may be separated from us by rivers 
and seas and continents. That God expects from 
1^8 the exercise of this Christian afieetdon towards all 
our fellow- creatures, is evident, from: idoat .principle 
of benevolence which he has implanted in our hearts, 
and which, if not cramped by prejudiee^ or exoesaive 
^f-love, will lead us to seek, acootrding to our 
means, the happiness: of aU mankind^''; 

It is evident, then, that tiiera are eertain office 
of hi^manitji, chanty, and justiee, which we owe ufito 
all men, in their collective capaoity ; and which .we 
i^e able to perform, without injury to oinrseLves^ mi^ 
Am6 whohavean immediate elaitabn oarsuppbrt* 
; '6l Hiere are countless myriads,, who.aifiiboiie.QS 

lA Siatt. xxiu d& 



THE EXAIM^IftE Ott CQARITY. U 

Wf bQiie^ And. flosb of our flesh, whose wr/etch^ 
condition demands our sympathy. The whole c| 
the Heathen world is sunk in the grossest igiip^ 
im^ and idolatry. \ 

^^ Out of Q)ght or ten hundred millions of mex^ 
whieh are supposed to people the world, nearij; 
three-fourths of that number are still enveloped in 
Psga^ darknp&s^-^tbe abject slaves of cruelty^ vice, 
and the mo^X degrading superstitions. Many mil» 
Uona are bUnded by the wretched delusions of the 
blse pifopbet Mahpniet. And of the rest, iiot aboyq 
one hundred inilli<^ns even profess the Christian 
6a^ in it^ purity, but only as it is debased with 
tim errors of the Greek and Roman churches." 

WbUt miiMJ^ possessed of any right ideas of its 
iesponsil^Hty lo'Ciod, can contempkite this picturi^ 
of Hmthm misery,; without the deepest eniotions c^ 
pity s and» at the same time, without feeling an ar«^ 
dent wish to iieseue so large a portion of our felkuy^ 
oreatures fr^m thfir peris^ung condition ? If it be 
Inquired^ Wh9i( <»n we do to relieve their wants^ and 
render theod ipftrfi h^ppy ? the answer is eaj^y •— 

7. The nwin^ of Oibviating their misery is in our 
ovn haiHls% % 9^ annual subscription of a guines^ 
(irhAlf^%-gMin^a> to the Bibl^ ^ind Chinch Missionary 
SooletieSfWQ ^laysend forth, among the Heatheurth^ 
Heralds of Sii|Tiiticin» with the Word oi God in. theif 
kandft» and tb« Ut^ oC God in their hearts, to invit^ 
and tc^ peraui^. ^am to renounce their idoLs^ an4 
tusn to thfi Iditipg God ; m^ to believe in, and w^ 
for^*his Son Jesus Christ from heaven, who hath d%t 
forerad u$ fr^m ik^ v^r^h to eome^ ' In this wny, 
we can ct^odnbn^ onr ^^Istmce for the convers^ 
of nAlw*^ wh»> ftf^ Jtfo9 h^t day, nuiy have c^us^ 

« J yitw^i- ft 10. 



to rise- up, and bless our labours of loTe in tfanfb 
behalf. 

. Our duty to propagate Divine truth, and to en- 
courage Missions to .every part of the world, whett 
our charity is required, is founded on ^ benefits 
which they are capable of conferring, as well as on 
the command of God himself °% 

8. We need no other proof of the benign effect of 
Missions, than the civil, moral, and religious rdk>rina« 
tion produced by the Word of God, aiid the pious 
labours of Missionaries, in our own country. Instead 
of altars polluted with the blood of human victims, 
we have temples devoted to the service of the -True 
God, whose name and perfections are honoured 
amongst us. Instead of the ignorance and vices 
which Pftgan darkness generates, all the virtues and 
graces df the Spirit, in some degree^ flourish and 
abound amongst us . Barbarous customs have been 
escploded, and have given place to the benevolent 
genius of Christianity ; which provides hospitals for 
the sick, asylums for the wretched and the needy, 
and schools for the instruction of the poor. 

Now, the general distribution of the Scriptures 
throughout the world, and Missions properly con* 
ducted, are means which are capable of effecting 
the same blessed change amongst the unenlightened 
Heathen. They have been already attended, in nu-* 
merous instances, with the most happy suecesa ; as 
may be learnt from a perusal of the Annual Bjepotts, 
vAAth detail the operations of the aforementumed 
Societies. 

-gi Not only i^ our humanity and- eharitaUe as* 
iiiitahce solicitied in behalf of the ignorant Heatlien ; 
bttt jtistieej grounding her ckaraa on- the iiyitt ttio n 

<*MaffkxTL 15. 



THE ExiRClSE OP C&ARITY. 73 

el Gtbd/denirinds'itV ^Thus speaks flie universal law 
of love : *' Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto you, eten §(5 do ye uilto them; forlthis is the 
Law and theProphetsV This divine precept, which 
oUigfes us to do good to men's bodies, applies, with 
tenfold eriergy, to their spiritual wants: and to shew 
its bearing on this subject, let us suppose a case. If 
W6 ourselves were, by a reverse of our present con- 
dition, poor, deluded HeatJhwis, wandering in woods^ 
without anydistifict knowledge of Gpd and our Sa- 
viour, or any |[tt|de to put us in the way to heaven ; 
bl^ritsl^ed with guilt, and liable to perish everlast- 
ingly-^and if we hftd heard that some of our fellow- 
a*eatur^, tl]k>ugh at a great distance from us, were 
iiipo$«M^sion of a book coming from God, which was 
abte to enlighten and to 'save us-r-should we not. wish 
them to commiserate our unhappy state ? Should wp 
not cry, iri impassioned language, " Come over, and 
bdp us'^y* B^ing usi on the wings of love, that 
Blessed Volume, which contains the Gospel of peace^ 
the grand charter of our salvation; in order thai we 
may be delivered from our guilt and fears, and. at- 
tain the blessed hop€ of everlasting life ! "♦ 
Now this case is exactly realized, in the spiritual 
cotidition of millions of Asiatics^ Africans, and 
Americans, who importunately ask for our religious 
aid. Of course, then, we are obliged, by the rule of 
Gospel charity, to act precisely in the same way to- 
wards theni, as we, under the same circumstances, 
slicMlld "wish them' to act towards us. 

If, then, we can contentedly leave unenlightened 
nations to their dreadful fatej where is our compas- 
sion to our fellow-creatures'? Where is our meroy 
ai^A^dtonly, ifwe'refd^ to communicate to them 

^Acisxvilg. 
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some crumbs of that bread of Ufe^ which has been 
sent to us from heaven, on purpose that we might 
distribute it amongst all mankind r W)iere is ouft 
philanthropy, if we suffer so large a portion of the 
world to continue in gross darkness ? Where is our 
love to our dying Saviour, if we remain indifferent 
to the diffusion of that grace which He died on the 
cross to purchase ? Where is our desire for the ex- 
tension of the Church, if we strive not ti^ make her 
doctrine known in Heathen lands ? Where is our 
patriotism, if we have no wish to bind up our coun- 
try with the prayers and benedictions of mankind ? 
If we stop our ears against the cries of the Pagan 
world, how shall we escape the guilt of navihg suf- 
fered those to perish from whom we have withheld 
the means of grace and the hope of, everlasting 
glory? 

1 0. Whilst, however, our mercy is to shine so con- 
spicuously in a regard to men's spiritual necessities 
and miseries, we must never forget that the wants of 
their bodies demand our generous assistance. 

Whea the needy and distressed object solicits your 
charity, you will cheerfully exercise compassion 
towards him. You will pity the poverty of the in- 
digent, and relieve their wants ; dealing out, with a 
liberal hand^ bread to those who are perishing with 
hanger, and clothing to cover the nakedness of those 
who have no garments to defend themselves from 
the severity of the weather. 

The case of the disconsolate widow and the hap- 
less orphan, should touch our hearts with sympathy 
for their peculiar grief: and if they need our aid, it 
should be readily afforded. 

Indeed, we should not be backward to visit tbe 
abodes of woe, pitying the sorrowful, and pouring the 
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balm of consolation into their VKOJUndad spirits* In 
the cottages ol the poor, maay an objoct will arrest 
our attention^ that calls ior the utmost stretch of cha- 
ritable feeling. There we shall not unfcequently see 
the honest industrious ppQr destitute of those neces- 
sary comforts which our liberality may contribute to 
supply. Thus, like Job, by the distribution of our 
bounty, we shall become '^eyes.te the blind, feet to 
the lame, and a father to the poor, the destitute, and 
afflicted. The blessing of him that was ready to 
perish will co,me lypon us ; and w.e shall make the 
widow*s heart to sing for joy*." 

" If we possess but little, let us do our diligence 
gladly to give of that little ;" and maintain a chari- 
table feeling towards the necessitous. 

If we have no alms to give, and no bread to com- 
municate to the hungry, still we can discover ti mer- 
cifiil temper towards them, by interceding with the 
God of all consolation to support them under the 
pressure of their trouble, in due time to deliver 
them, and to make their affliction a sovereign me- 
dicine to heal their souls. 

Finally, as Christians, we shaH dig)lay a spirit of 
mercy and forbearance towards.those who are under 
our power, from injuries which thpyjiave done us. 
Instead of wishing to pursue the offender with pains 
and penalties and death, we shall exercise compas- 
sion, where he confesses his ofSence, and asks for- 
giveness ; unless the exercise of mercy would prove 
injustice and cruelty to society. 

If any have contracted debts for which they are 
answerable to you, it is much more humane to forego 
the rigorous execution of the law, where not idleness 
.and vice, but the appointment of Providence, has dis- 

' Job xxix. 12 — 17. 
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abled the debtor from satisfying your just demands. 
Add not sorrow to those honests breasts wbi<^h God 
has wounded. ^^ Be ye therefore merdfuU as your 
Father also is mercifur/' 

f Luke vi. S6: 



LECTURE XLIX. 

ON JUDGING CHARITABLY OF OTHEB^S. 

John vii. 24.— Jtiv^ nSt according to the appearance, but 

judge rigJUeotis judgment, 

A Christian, knowing how many there are who 
are fond of misrepresentation, and calumny, and evil 
speaking, learns the expediency of shewing the 
utmost candour in forming a judgment of men's con- 
duct ; especially where any doubt remains with re- 
gard to the motive from which it may spring. 

But when the actions of men are palpably such as 
not only law and reason, but the word of God, clearly 
condemn, it would be the greatest want of charity 
to their souls to flatter them with a hope of escaping 
the wrath of Heaven, unless they fiiid repentance 
unto life. To think favourably, or to justify the 
wickedness, of the sworn enemies of God, such as 
thieves, murderers and drunkards, and self-righte- 
ous, covetous, sensual, profane, lying, revengeful, 
and malicious persons, would be acting the cruel part 
of assisting the Devil to delude their souls, till they 
are lost for ever*. *^ These are sins which go be- 
fore men to judgment ^" and stamp those who 
Qommit them with the seal of condemnation. 

But, setting aside instances like these, there are 

* 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. M Tim. v. 2^. 
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many actions of a doubtful aspect. Here there is 
scope for the display of charitable feelings and opi* 
niofis. And, in cases of this kind, it is contrary to 
the law of Christian charity.to form a rash judg* 
ment, or to condemn men, when there is no suffi- 
cient reason to justify a peremptory sentence. 
' 1 • Judge diaritably of men's words, when there 
is any thing in them that will admit of a favourable 
construction. ' It is a proof of a captious mind, 
waiting for an opportunity of doing mischief, *^ which 
makes a man an offender ioft an unadvised word ^"^ 
It is probable that many expressions, that have for a 
time kindled our resentment against others, have 
been, in some instances^ well intended, and, in 
others j totally mistaken ; as an explanation of their 
meaning has fully proved. Our own experience,there- 
fore, should correct our judgment^ and make us dread 
the guilt and injustice of affixing a bad sigiiification 
to w«rds of a daubtfiil meaning. In our inter- 
course with others, let us never torturie thrir ex- 
pressions ^ with a view to make them speak a ma- 
levolent language ; but, where no circuiipTtance 
positively forbids it, let us be. always ready to ih-f 
terpret what is said as spoken with a good design. > 
2. With respect to the intentions of men, as they 
can only be fully known to God, the great searcher 
of hearts, we must be cautious how w6 impute evil,* 
where it is not manifest. It is not for us to sit in 
judgment on the motives of others, which are often 
different from what we, in the hurry of a moment^ 
have been led to suppose; It isnot difficult to blast 
and tarnish the most honourable action, by ascribing 
it to a bad origin ; or to sanction the greatest vil* 
.« Isa. xxLx. 21. " 1 Cor. xiii. 4-^8. 
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lany, by covering its gu9t under a plausible name 
or pretext^ 

Bewtoe of ** efvil surriiisings." Do not hastily 
pronpi^ce that an act springs from a corrupt design^ 
when you have no clear evidence to substantiate the 
charge. On the contrary, when there is any thing 
in tl^ case to justify it, lean on the side of charity. 
This temper is expected from us by Christ our 
Saviour. '^ Judge not — where the law of G6d is 
silent^ or where you cJan bdve no competent know*-* 
ledge to guide your deoi^ir-^tbat ye be not judged^ 
For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged ; and with wh^t meiasure ye mete^ it shatt be 
measured to you agitn **.*' 

A compliance witib this duty will appear reasonable^ 
when yom remember how often you have aicted with 
conscious uprightness, and yet wrong intentions Imve 
been suspected^ if not charged upon you, b^ tiief 
uncharitableness of others; Your conduct, howevci? 
righteous, has often, perhaps^, been cruelly nuscon-* 
strued, and impeached, and uniustly condernned^ 
You till learn, from this, to sympathize with those 
who may share in the treatment which you have; 
experienced ; knowing that men may really design 
nothing but the glory of God, and the good of so- 
ciety, whilst their names, and their motives, and 
their conduct, may be branded ivith infamy. 

3. In forming a judgment, or. in speaking of the 
actions of men, exercise as much candour as is con- 
sistent with truth and tacts. Many actions!, which 
have appeared to us, at first sight, to wear a doubtful 
aspect, have been fouitd, on examination, to be strictly 
just and good. It is not always possible to form a 
^Jsa.v. 20i ddMat. vii,l,2. 
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f^opec opimon of an action from its mere superficies: 
it why hmt- internal charaeters, which statnp an 
exceUence upoii it, that i& not seen^ but on a close 
inspectiaa. Besides, there are circumstances > of 
necessit3r, whicb powerfully plead for the wisdom' of 
deeds that we may hastily condemn, for watit of 
more accurate knowledge. Is it without reason^ 
then, that oujt Lard has giYdn us this wise admo- 
nition I f^ Judgd notaoeording to the appearance^ 
bat judge rightedtns. judgment V 

Quacreis will aooEietimes happen amongst neigh- 
bours, divisions and feuds in family conneetions, and 
contests abont rights tur property amongst bo^dies of 
public men. On thete occasions, the most bitter and 
violent accusations; are common from both sides» 
which have little or no fijundation in truth. The 
respective parties, as they niay be wrought upon by 
passion or self-ihtenest, are apt to give partial and 
discoloured statenlents of the &ct; which cannot, in 
many instances,, be known, without a rigid ir^quiry 
into all the particulars of the disputed point. 
. We should not^ tiiereforey as some do, receive ill 
impressions from common report ; but suspend out 
judgment^ until we ace able more fully to ascertain 
the truth or fabehood of'the circulated rumours. 
^' He that ansmfereth a matter before he heareth it> 
it is a folly and sfaanne unto him V 

4. Be ohsidtable in the opinion which you form 
of the characters of men. Let not a single offence, 
contrary to the! whole tenor of a man's Hfe, induce 
you to execrate his. name, or impeach his sincerity* 
Brand no one as an ineorrigible villain, because he 
was once zuilty of fmud and deceit towards you, 
and of which he may have repented with many tears ; 

• John. viL 2*. ' Pro v. xviii. 19. 
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neither denounce any one as an hypocrite in reK' 
giop^ because he has been once detected in doing 
wrong. You must avoid that unjust practice of 
the enemies of God, who cry out, that, with the ge- 
ne)*ality of professors, all pretensions to conscience 
is only a cloak to cover over wicked designs, and a 
snare to entrajp the simple. 

- To correct this unchristian spirit, which springs 
from prejudice and rancour and hatred to piety, 
remember how often violent temptation, suited to 
your constitutional sin, has overcome you, orbrought 
you to the very point of yielding. 

Further, recollect that some of the .most eminent 
men, whom God has canonized as saints, ' such as 
Job, and Noah, and Abraham^ and David, and Peter, 
did not continue in the path of duty without a fall, 
or something to blemish, for a time, the general in- 
tegrity of their characters. But, though overtaken 
with a fault, they soon recovered &om their de^len* 
sions, and persevered in the way of godliness unto 
the end. ^ 

Aiid, if we know the weakness of our own hearts^ 
we shall not think it impossible, for such as we are^ 
to fall into offences contrary to our soberest reason, 
duty, knowledge^ or inclination. In such circum- 
stances, should we wish others^ to pursue us with 
unrelenting severity, when, on our contrition, God 
has freely forgiven, and restored us to favour ?. 

In like manner, clear symptoms of repentance, in 
those who have scandalized their profession by some 
gross sin, sKould incline you to pass a favourable 
judgment upon them. Be wilUng to hope . tliat 
secret remorse and shame for their fall has ex-^ 
ceeded the reproach which their backslidings have 
brought upon them. The Christian rule, in all 
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such cases, should be our guide : " Brethren, if a 
man be overtaken in a fmlt^ ye^ which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness: con- 
sidering thyself, lest thou also be tempted^." 

« Gal. ti. !• 
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V 

ON MEEKNESS AND FORBEARANCE. 

t 4 I 

Matt. Y, 5. Blessed are the meek ; for tk^ shail inherit (he 

earth, 

Sm has rendered this world a Very disordered state. 
It is full of trouble, vexation, and sorrow, arising 
from the depravity of human nature'. And no mar- 
vel ; for where evil passions run riot, there none 6i 
the rights of God or man cah be free from their inso- 
lence. There* are many *^ unreasonable and wicked 
meit," with whom we must in some degree be con- 
nected, whose turbulent, litigious, violent, unjust, 
and unmerciful tempers it is not easy to bear with 
patience. Hence the necessity of meekness ; a di- 
vine grace, which the Christian will have frequent 
Mcasioh to exercise so long as he lives on earth. 

1 ; Maintain a meek and forbearing spirit, under 
every kind of ill-treatment which you may receive at 
the hands of others. Trifling injuries, or reproachful 
words, or slanderous reports, must not, as is too 
niueh the Case with others, kindle in you a desire of 
revenge. Such things will be deemed worthy of but 
Kttle notice, and draw forth your forbearance. 
- Should a great provocation or offence be offered, 
it is our duty to guard against a selfish spirit of pas- 
sionate resentment; lest, being overcome by the 

* John xvi. S3. 
E 3 



unkind usage of others, we should vex the Holy 
Spirit, being guilt upon our souls, and discredit our 
sacred profession in the eyes of the world. Passicm 
is sure to aggravate the affront, which meekness 
will diminish or forg}y^. If, then, we are abused by 
some, or £als;ely accused by others, instead of reta- 
liation, let us " not render evil for evil, or railing 
for railing, but, contrariwise, blessing; knowing 
that we are thereunto called, Uiat we should inherit 
a blessing^.*' 

And when you have been so deeply injured, either 
in your person, character, or property, that you are 
entitled to redress from the magistrate, you must 
seek it not from a spirit of revenge, but in meekness; 
and not until every means has been tried, without 
effect,. to bring your enenay^ an accommodation of 
the difference betwixt you. And, finally, should you 
be compelled to bring the affidr into a court of jus- 
tice;,, you will not violate the laws of charitjf, by 
breaking out into wrathfixl exclamations against yoiur 
adversary, but act with moderation and justice. 

7,. Manifest a meek sgirit, by. carefully, avmding 
any just cau^ of o£[enee to others. We are required 
by the Gospel, notj only to hear tibe insults and pro- 
. vocations of worldly people, hut to forbear the gra- 
tification of our own inclinations, rather than give 
any uneasini;ss.» or trouble, or sorrow, to others 
Christian meekness will teach us to refraia fr^li 
every thing improper in pur beha^our tawiMrds pien*". 

Both iaour langui^e and actions, we should try to 
conciliate all by aiiotbligifig carriage* A civile kind^ 
and respectful conduct is what we should discover 
towards one anothei;, in our daily intarcoufSj^. , I]hip 
temper sweetens the asperities of life^ an4 reo^cU^ 

* 1 Pet. iii. 9. '1 Cor. x. 51— 3S. 
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its burdens 'more tolerableo The Scnptiire incul- 
*cates it :— ^^ Be ye all of one mind, having compas- 
jsion one of another : love as brethren^ be pitiful^ 
be courteous */' 

Instead of venting our rage a^nst even our ene- 
mies^ we must comply with the Apostolic direc- 
tion, " Speak evSr of no Wan*;** unless whete otr 
silence would amoiont to a connivance at his guilty 
or prove ihjurious^ tb^ the welfare of society. 

Let not a blind and false zeal fdrthe ^ory of God 
and the interests of religion excitti in. us a spirit of 
resentment against the opposers of the Gospel t let 
us rather try to recover iliem from the snare of the 
Devil, by persuasion, and the resistless argument of 
a holy and blamdesa life. A contempt of ' Infidels 
and Heretics, who are the* most hurtful members of 
society^ is* contrary to the comihand of God, and is 
a breach of brotherly charity. " The servant of 
the Lord must not strive \ but be gentle unto all 
men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing 
those who oppose themselves i if God, peradven- 
turei will igive them repentimce to the acknowledg- 
ing of the truth V* 

'3. The people of God have peculiar motives for 
the exerdse- of the most extensive forbearance. A 
knowledge of dieir own corruptions has taught them 
with what lorig*'Suf&ring God has endured the'mixlti-^ 
tude of their^ms and filings. A consdoosnesid of 
tbrar daily defects; arising from the continued strug-* 
gle betwibct the flesh and. the Spirit, is, and will be, 
a sufficiient catise.fbr 'sd&abasement as long as they 
live. This self-loathing and humility of soul enables 
a gracious man more eaailjr to submit to those 
provocations which set the rest of mankind in a 

d 1 Pet. lii. 8. •Tit, iii. 3. '2 Tim. iu 24, 28- 
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flame. Under the worst treatment^ be will say. 
Shall I, who deserve the sorest pnmshment for tnj 
sins agjunst God, avenge myself on a felbw-worm, 
and pursue him with implacable wrath for every af- 
front? The. Apostle founds an argument for our 
forbearance under injuries, upon our own sinful 
state 1^ nature: — *f Put them in mind to be gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all meii : for we ourselves, 
also, were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceive(^ 
serving divers lusts and pleasures, living, in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one another*." . 

4. Again; the believer will set before his eyes the 
bright example of meekness which Christ displayed, 
under the greatest insults that malice could devise. 
^* When .he was reviled, he reviled not again ; when 
he suffered, he threatened not ; but committed him* 
«elf to Him that judgeth righteously V Call to 
mind his patience during his crucifixion; and derive 
from it a motive to the practice of long-sufferip^ and 
compassion, even towards your most avowed foes. 
- 5.. The command of God enjoins us to put away 
^^ alt bitterness, and wrath, and anger^ and clamour, 
and evil-speaking, with all malice * ;" to be ^* no 
brawlers, but gentle, shelving all meekness unto all 
men^.'^ The words of Christ are designed to check 
every motion of improper passion or causeless an- 
ger. " 'WTiosoever is. angry with his brother with- 
out a cause, shall be in danger of the judgment ; 
and whosoever shall say to him, Raca, ^shall bei in 
danger of the council; but whosoever shall say> 
Thou fool ! shall be in danger of hell-fire^** 
. Surely, when we think of this awful declaration, 
it should keep us at a disti^cefrom those angiycon? 

' 8 Tit. ill. 1—3. » 1 Pet. ii. 23. « Eph. iv. 31- 

>^Tit*ui.2. . :. »Mat.v.22. 
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tentions which produce such deplorable mischiels ' 
both in hunlj and public circles. - ' '» 

6. Moreover, meekness is so highly pleasing to 
God^ that he has promised to honour it before all 
men. He affirms, ^^ Blesised are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth*"/* It is spoken of as a dis- 
tinguished excellence of a Christian, that he po^ 
seses *^ the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is of great price in the sight of God°." 

Who, then, that dreads the Divine indignation, 
^11 not tremble to indulge in a bitter, uncharitable, 
and vindictive temper, which is fraught with so 
much uneasiness to those who cherish it, and which 
is the" spring of so many evils in society? And 
wbo> that values the favour of God, so ^sential to 
our happiness, will not feel ambitious to possess the 
grace of a' meek and fi:irgiving spirit, which is so 
honourable in his estimation ? ^^ Put on, therefore, 
as the elect- of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, hufiibleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering ;• forbearing one another, and forgiv- 
ing one another, if dny man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye^" 

» Mat. v. 5. • 1 feu iii. 4, • Col. in. 1 2, IS. 
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ON THE FORQlVENESa OF INJURIES, 



sot 

5af CoTossians iii. 13. Forb^ring one amoidiety and fopgMng one 
tmoAery if any man haaea. qwmtel .agamit any.f .tnmm 
Christ forgave yoUy 80 alM , da ytm ' , . ,' 

God bestows on his beloved pedple various graees, 
to answer every emeigency of the Christian life : 
^' and where, in. this way^ much is given, much is 
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also required/' to shevtr that the talents tviiich-He has 
committed to their care have not been bedto^ed in 
•vain. ^^ W06 Ui^to the world because of offences! 
for itmust needs be* that offences come V; ThB 
faith^ and patience, and forbeafance of the man of 
God, therefore, wiU have mi^ny demands msEde on 
them, by the injustice, violence, aod> knavery of 
some, and the insults, reproaches, and vexations of 
others • He, then^ has H)ade the happiest prc^denoy 
in CbristiaDt knowledge and tempers, wiio^like his 
heavenly Mastery can most readily forgive those who 
have trespassed a^inst him ; whilst tho^ professing 
Christians, who can allow themselves to burn ii4th 
anger and resentment on every occasion of offence 
from their erring fellow-sinners, have yet to learn a 
very important branch of their duty — the for^ve*- 
ness of injuries. ^^ Dearly beloved, avange not 
yourselves^ but rather give place untp wrath ; - for it 
is written, Vei^eanee is mine ; I will repay^aith the 
Liord." " Thereforcr if thine enemy hunger^ feed 
him; if he thirst, give him dfinlc.. Be not over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with good''/^ 
** Forbearing one another, and forgiving one ano^ 
ther, if any man have a quarrel against ainy : even 
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye"^." 

1. It is plain enough, from these positive direc- 
tions, that we must not yield to a revengeful temper, 
but conduct ourselves with meekness under every 
provocation, however trying to corrupt nature ; and 
that ve should pass over small affronts and triffiag 
injuries, in a spirit of love and Christian Idndness, 
as unworthy of serious notice. 

If yomr name and characteif have been wiokedly 
aspersed, refute the malicious attempts of your 

•Mat.&cviiL7. "^ Rom. iii; 19—21. *CoLiii.lS. 
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enenif, ^thoot using any abusive latnguage of re- 
criminatioxi. 

Should your actions be vilified^ or imputed to bad 
motives^ forgive most cheerfully the uncharitable 
opinions entertained concerning you ; and ^^ commit 
your canse unto the Lord, and wait patiently for him; 
and he shall bring forth your righteousness as the 
light, and your judgment as the noon- day ^'' 

If grievous wrongs have been done to your nenon 
or property, such as compel you to seek legal satis^ 
faction, discover no animosity towards the offending 
par^ ; and, when you have obtained -the redress 
you sought^ instead of giving way to a malignant 
feeling on account of your triumph, bear it with 
moderation. And should your foes be in want or 
distress, shew your good-vi^ll towards them, by acts 
of sympathy, and by affording such reUef, if it is in 
your power, as th^r necessities call for. 

2. Do any persecute you, beeEtuse you profess 
and faithfully adhere to the Gospel of Christ ? Is * 
^^ your nanfte cast out as evil for his sake ?" and dd 
your nearest friends oppose and use you ill, because 
you prefer truth to error, and good to evil ? This 
trial, though it may severely exercise your patience, 
must not betray you into fits of passion and revenge; 
^^ for the weapons, of our warfare are not carnal *.** 
You should rather pray for graoe to bear tlie cross 
patiently, until God shall either remove it out of the ' 
way, or- soften the rage of your persecutors;. Amidst 
idl their cntdty and bard usage, endeavour to m^in-*- 
tahtarspirit of the most fervent love to their souls, 
by pcnying to God for their conversimi $ who is able 
*^ to give them repentance unto, the acknowledge 
ment of the truth." And> with the Apostles of Christ, 

' Fdalm s^x^U, 4-^6. * 2 C or. x. 4> 5. 
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>^ rejoice that you are counted^ iiirorthy to stffier 
shame for his name '." " Blessed are y^, when ihen 
shall revile you and persecute yau, and say all 
manner of. evil, against you^ falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great is your 
revi^rd in heaven ; for so persecuted they the Pro- 
phets, which were before you*.'* 

It is\clearly, then, our bounden duty to bear^ith 
the ill-tempers, the frowardness, and perversity of 
our friends, and meighbours ; and to shew no maKoe; 
but to extend a sincere forgiveness to our most 
deadly enemies. The most forcible arguments may 
be urged to enforce a practice of it. 

3. It is the vidll of God ^^ that we should put away 
all . bitterness, and wrath, ttnd anger, and clamour, 
and evil-speaking, with all malice ; and be land one 
to another, teaderrhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Christ's sake^ hath forgiven us**." 
The motives here suggested for our obedience to 
the Divine command are such as should constrain 
us ^^ to love our enemies, -bless them that curse us, 
4o good to them that hate us, and pray for them who 
despitefiilly , use. and persecute us ; that we may be 
the cliildren of our Father which is in heaven i for He 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil^and i)n the good, 
and sendetfa rain on the just and the unjust. For if 
ye love. them which love you, what reward have ye? 
Do not even the publicans the same * ?" 
^ 4* The conduct of €rod > towards sinners shews 
how culpable it is to indulge resentment against 
jthose who have injured us. How numerous are the 
^flboiits, bow aggravating the insults, which Jehovah 
houdy and daily receives from daring transgressors ! 

'Actsv.4L » Mat; V. 10—13. 

*Eph.iy.31,82. . » Mai. v. 44— 46. 
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They blaspheme his name, wilfully break his law, 
abuse his mercies, and despise his. threatened judg* 
ments. And yet God continues slour to anger; 
and waits for a long time, to see whethen they will 
repent of their evil ways, and become obedient' 16 
his laws. Now, if we think of the gidlt and un- 
worthiness of .the persons, the obfigations they are 
under to him, and consider the giory of His Majesty, 
and the ample means which lie has to wreak venge^i 
ance on his haii^tiest foes by destroying themnn 
a moment, then his patience. and compassion v(^ill 
strike us with astonishment. 

See, moreover, how bright the glory and mercy of 
God shine in the redemption of the world ! Had he 
been disposed to take vengeance, wha^ would have 
become of sinful creatures ; yea, . of the universe 
which had risen up in - arms against him I If God 
had thought of savingonly those who loved him, on 
of conferring spiritual blessings on them who -of 
their own accord sought to obtain them, tlien not 
one of. Adam's degenerate soiis would have eveo 
gained a seat in heaven ^ 

God has not merely provided salvation for us, but 
ispbliged to overcome our emnity, and induce us. to 
accept of it. before we ever feel the least iadiQaiaon 
to choose Ids service, " God commendeth his love 
towards us, in that, while we .were: yet sinners,^ 
Christ died for us/." Can. we, then, allow "ourselves 
to be transported, with anger against our fellow- 
creatures, when God has exercised the tichmt com^ 
passion towairds us ? . .; 

5. God's mercy to you should produce in you a 
disposition to forgive others.' You have, it may be, 
lived long in forgetfulness and contempt of God; 
You have been led away by vain or wicked objects 

. *Rom.iii. 10— 21. »ib.v.8. 
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LECTURE LII. 

ON THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO PROMOTE THE HAPiPIN£SS 

AND SALVATION OF MANKIND. 

Gal. vi. 10. As we have, therrforey opportuni^^ let us do good 

unto all men. 

When a mftn has ta$ted the love of'God> through 
the redemption which ia in Christ Jesiis> he b imme* 
diately fined with a desire to be l4S^ful to his species, 
by drawing their attention to tibat source of .spiril^al 
good from which his own haf^in^^ has ' be^en de* 
riyqd. A faithful Christian cannot be contented to 
pass away all the days of his. regenerate state in 
sloth and unprofitablen,e3a,*^^hidinghi9 Lord's talent 
uselessly in the earth "" ;" but he will seek^on all Ooca- 
sionSj to glorify God, by using every n(ieafi3 in his 
power to render others as happy as himself. ' \ 

Gratitude to the Lord^ for his unspeakable merey, 
will lead him to cry out, " Come *nd hear, ye that 
fear God, and I will .'declare what he hath done for 
my soul ^ !" Christian benevolence will urge him to 
invite all, with whom he may eonverse, to ]wx\ him 
in mi^rching forward to the heavenly Canaan. To 
animate their 'Zeal, and quicken their steps', he will 
say to each, ^^ Come thou with us-, and we will do 
thee good ! for the Lord God has spoken good 
concerning Israel ^" 

Under the sway of these mighty principles, a real 
believer will frequently inquire. How can I be most 
beneficially employed in doing good to the souls of 
my fellow-creatures ? 

The Scriptures will teach the Christian, that the 

» Mat. XXV. 25. ^ P^alm Ixvi. 16. **= Numb. x. 29. 
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most important and effectual means of accomplish- 
ing his charitable object is, 

1. To discourage sin^ both in principle and prac* 
tice. He will think it his duty to lay open the foun« 
tain from whence all the wickedness, of which men 
are guilty, flows, by declaring, in the words of Christ, 
^' that which cometh out.of a man, that defileth a 
man : for from within, out of the heart of men, pro- 
ceed.evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lascivious- 
ness, an evU eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness"^/' 

To makii.noen acquainted with the depravity of 
their nature, is the readiest way to induce them to 
pray for the renewal. of their souls in righteousness 
by the Spirit of God : for, until we hold up the 
mirror of Diyioe truth, through which they may both 
see and read the corrupt state of their hearts, they 
will be too apt to flatter themselves, that they have 
no need of the grace of God, either to regenerate 
their souls, or to assist them in overcoming the 
bins which most easily beset them. 

In the next place, we must strip off the disguises 
which are put upon sin, and expose it in all its 
native deformity and guilt. 

The Christian, in mercy to a ruined world, will de- 
nounce every vice, however common or fashionable, 
in the age and country in which he lives. He will 
not allow men to cover over the baseness of an evil 
act by soft imposing names ; but, knowing that the 
least as well as tlie greatest sin ^' deserves God s 
wrath. and damnation," he willaffectienately entreat 
luen to repent, and cast off their transgressions, 
'' that iniquity may not be their ruin'/' 

In perfect consistency with the law of charity, we 
* Mark vii. 20— 2 1. • Ezck. xviii. 30. 
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may boldly reprove those who violate the commands 
of God. Nor should a fear of reproach, nor a dread 
of cocisequenoeSy make us shrink from a duty so 
obiriously enjoined upon us for the benefit of others. 
^^ Thou shalt »ot follow a multitude to do evil^'* 
M thou shalt in anywise, rebuke thy neigbbourj and 
not suffer sin upon him*.*' ^ 

Yet, to eonvinee die offender that we really in- 
tend his good, let us watch the proper season for 
reproof, s^ administer it ii^ a spirit of idndness ; 
otherwise, a rash and indiscreet censure of his con'- 
duct may only provoke him to more dsuing acts of 
impiety and blasphemy. 

Now, were Christians more iaithfuUy to exert 
themselves, in this manner, to discounteitance all un* 
righteousness, who can tell howgreat aquantily of 
evil they might prevent or diminish in society ; how 
much contentign, and bickering, and variance, they 
might lessen or terminate in family connexions ; and 
how many individual sinners they might reclaim from 
the errors bf their ways, to walk with God, and be- 
come heirs of the kingdom which he bath promised 
to them. that love him*" ? At all events, when we 
reflect that " the wages of sin is everlasting death*," 
we are bound, by the law of love", to shew the ut- 
most compassion to the souls of men ; saving them 
with fear, and pulling them as brands out of the fire 
of God's holy indignation *". If we can stand as un- 
concerned spectators, whilst we see meti insulting 
God, and bringing smft destruction upon them- 
selves ; or if, instead of admonishing them of the 
danger they incur by their hostility to him, we 
tacitly connive at, or openly encourage their trans- 

' Exod. xxiii. 2. ^ Lev. xix. 17. ** James ii. 5. 

» Rom. vi. 23. " Mat. vii. 12. , " Jude 23, 24. 
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gressions ; what then becomes of our boasted phil- 
anthropy } Where is our love to Christ ? our de* 
sire to spread the triumphs of his cross ? 

At the day of judgment, it will not be a sufficient 
justification of such neglect of a plain duty, to allege 
the general failure of charitable endeavours to oon-* 
vert men from sin to the practice of righteougness ; 
or to urge, we were afraid lest our efforts should be 
condemned, or ascribed to wrong motives, by " a 
world which lieth in wickedness ^" It is incumbent 
on us to make the attempt ; and though (which is 
highly improbable) allourli^our of mercy should be 
totally useless, we shall^even then, have the cfonso- 
lation to think that we have done what we could 
to promote the salvation of sinners ; and then our 
peace and Christian benevolence will return with 
" sevenfold blessings into our own bosoms^^" 

2. To promote the knowliedge of true religion 
amongst mefi, is a second branch of our duty to our 
neighbour. We must not rest satisfied with merely 
reproving the sins of mankind, and shewing their 
tendency to destroy their souls ; because charity 
requires us- to make another effort in their behalf—* 
namely, to lead them to an acquaintance with those 
religious truths, which not only afford the sublimest 
happiness to the mind, but actuate it to the dili- 
gent pursuit of all that is holy and excellent. 

In conducting the important work of instructii^ 
the souls of others, we must be careful to avoid in- 
culcating erroneous or doubtful principles ; and lay 
the foundation of a holy life in those doctrines, how- 
ever humiliating, which Scripture suggests as ne- 
cessary to be embraced in order to our acceptance 
withGod^ 

» 1 John V. 19. " Luke x, 5, 6. 

-lCor.iii.ll. 
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. 3. Inform men what their actual condition is by 
nature Tell them» that ^^ they were estranged from 
God, from the womb "^ ;" that ^Hhey were shapenin 
iniquity, and conceived in sin"" ;" and, consequent- 
Jy, that they are " by nature the children of wrath, 
eyen as all others*"." Tell them this melancholy re- 
prtfsentation is verified by observation, which proves 
thajb man. is inclined to evil, and averse to good. 
: By this faithful declaration of their polluted lost 
estate, you will t)pen a way for the deepest humility 
and repentance ; whilst they will be led to feel the 
necessity of joining in the petition of 'David, 
^^ Create in me a clean heart, O God^ and renew a 
right spirit within me^!" 

. 4. Acquaint: them with the method by which God 
reconciles guilty creatures to his favour, through 
Jesus Christ. By the transgression of Adam, the 
law of. God was 'dishonoured, and the sentence of 
^' death passed up6n all men to condemnation^ 
Now, the law thus broken, Christ, by his voluntary 
death and obedience, has fulfilled. He is, thelrefore, 
''.the end of the law for righteousness, to every one 
that believeth •." The justice of God being thus am- 
ply ^satisfied by the atonement of Jesus '^'', a solid 
ground is laijd for the exercise of his mercy to ail 
who repent and embrace the GospeL ^^ Be it 
known unto you, therefore, that through this man 
(Christ, the Lord) is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins ; and by him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which they could not 
be justified by the law of Moses\" 
. . Proclaim, then, to all, the riches of Divine grace, 

^ » Psakn Iviii. 3. ""^ Psalm li. 5. " Eph. ii. 2, 3. 

p Psalm li. 10. •» Rom. v. 12—18. ' Horn. x.4. 

" iBa. xlii. 21. • Acts xiii. 38, 39. 
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M exhibited iii the dying IbVe of 6ur Saviour ; who, 
rather than the world should perish without i^medy, 
gave himself as a sacrifice for our sim. Assure those 
souls that are wounded by a sense of their iniquities, 
diat Christ is a Physician of great valu^, wbose'blood 
is a sovereigh balm for healing the' diseases of tfie 
Dund, and for removing the heaviest burthens of 
guilt frcMRi the conscience ; yea, th^the inviter 
wem to make trial of his power; to save, and to 
render them perfectly happy. ^^ Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are htovy laden, and I will give 
yowrestM" 

Publish, with holy delight^ these gl^d tidings of 
salvation, even amongst the most abandoned of the 
sons of men. Tell the unworthiest of the htitnan 
race, and even ^' those who have made a covenant 
with death and hell," that there is hope, yea, ^* for- 
giveness with the Lordr that He may be feared''.'' * 

Before the day of grace is' gone beyond recall, 
urge both old and young, poor and rich, by argti- 
ments addressed to their hopes and fdars, and by the 
most affectionate expostulations, *^ to seek the 
Lord while he may be found; to call upon him 
while he is near ''*/' To encburage those who have 
long submitted to the tyrannv of Satan, to break his 
degrading yoke froni off tbar necks ; tell them, that 
many of the most desperate sinners have afready 
been ^^ delivered* from th^ ppw€;r of darkifi^s, atid 
translated into th^ kingdom of God's dear Son';** 
and that the proclamatMn' of Heaven warrants them 
to hope for the sanoe '.favour, if they will but attend 
to ita cheering sounds.' '^^ Let die wicked forsake his 
way, and the uiiri.ght€i6us man his thoughts; and 
let hin\ reuirn uhta j'the' Lord, and He will hsive 

' Mat. xi. 28-^ SO. • Ps, cxxx. 4. « fe.lv. 6. » Col. i. 1 5- 
VOt. II. : F . 
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xmray upon him; and to our God> for He will 
abundantly p»l:don''^" : 

■ Nor. must you^ . tlirough fear of giving offence by 
a sts^tement of the unpalatable trutb, pass over .the 
ease of the m^re - decent and amiahley withsaut 
af&rming, oa the authority of Christ (who best 
knows the constitution of heaven, aod 1^ fitness 
requisite 'Ii6r: possessing it,) ^^ that exc€|)t: a man be 
bom again, he qannot see the kingdom of God*^.** 
Tell th^m/ the necessity of their being thus, re- 
generated ^by the Spirit of the* Lord arises from dieir 
natural depravity on the one hand, and .fix>m the 
supreme happiness of heaven oh the other ; wfaich 
is suph as no uctregenerate man could enjoy, if he 
were. .admitted into it, for want of suitable . dispo-- 
sitions $Q make it desirable* 

5. I>ec}a^e toi.^, that the. reception of Christ s 
Gospel is designed, to kad^us to the {practice of 
^' holiiies<9> without wbiob 90 man shall see tihe 
Lord/' And ht us always sbew, by its effects on our 
own conduct, ^* that tbe love of Christ, eonstraineth 
US to deny lungqdliness md worldly lusts> and to 
Uve soberly, ri^teously, aad godly, in thia present 
world ; lookitig for thiA Jriessed hopie, and; itke 
glorious appearing of the. great God, and our, Sa^ 
viour J^esus Christ; wb^^avehimselfforusytiiatjhe 
might.rQdeeto.us from* all. iniqmty, aod purify /uato 
himself ii,pe6uliar people tealous of good worka^" 

Now,. when others see in you^ Chjostians, tfaeae 
lovely friiils. of : faith, they.wiU.be'indueed to pay. a 
tnore :rrspectful attention tQ.ycmr infitruotions, aad 
toiadtnire . tihe ef&»^; of tibat divine, principle wliich 
baa produced : tfacou* ^' AH. they who ^ee it ^udtt 
say,.Thi$ hedi .God' done 1 for they shall percdte 
that it is His wprk'wT ... 

"I8.1?.7. »Johniii.3. • Tit. ii. 11,15- •JP^.Uv.O. 
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In prosecuting thu laudable object, of i(^y4i)g t0 
bring men to the knowledge of the truth ^aH'U ia 
Jesus Christ, a believer wiU decline no ^ouble/an4 
withhold no assistance ^hich he can j^ard. H^ 
will read and explain the 3criptiucs to those ^^ w<hor 
are ignorant and out of the way ;" and, as far as^his^ 
laeanis permit, he will. assist in furnishing the. poor 
with icopies of the Word of God, and ^uch religioiift 
books as are written agreeably to its saci^ed di^tite^. 

By thus eodeavpturiag to discouri^e aiul prevent 
evil, itod by scattering the seeds of rigbteOu&pe9$9> 
the Christian treads in the steps of his adorable 
Lord, who went abodt doiog good to the souls and 
bodies of mankind. 

By labouring to instruct men in the doctrines and 
precepts of the Chri9tian rel^on, we coneur in the 
same mereifiil vre^rk in which the Spirit of God iS' 
constantly engaged. And is it no hwour to tcp*- 
operate with the Lord of Heaven in the salvatioil of 
the lost? ^ 

Andhow exalted is the benevolence of such con* 
djttct! .To assist in ^^ converting a sinner from the 
error ol his ways," is the greatest act of godlike 
kindness which we are capable of displaying towards, 
bim. tif we succeed but in saving one soul from, 
death, who can calculate the quantity of good which 
has beeti effected, by tbe, blessing of the Almighty, 
on our instrumentality? The good thus done, as 
mudi oiceeds, any tanporal benefit we can confer, 
as perfect bliss in heaven transcends . die ntost exn 
quisite happiness on earth**. 

When we can adequately conceive what the tor- 
ments of the damned will be through never-ending 
^es, and can fiiUy ascertain the exalted nature and 

•• James V. 20. 
F 2 
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degree of th^t happirtess ^hich is jpr^p^red fot the 
rightedus^theii'Vt^e 'shall be able to speak moi^ cbr- 
tectly of the value of 4hose pious efforts, which arc' 
Aiade the mfe^ns' of delivering men from' enduring- 
the forttier, and of raising them to the ehjoyment 
of the latter. 

'•And what satisfaction can equal that which ac* 
e#cies fro^m the reflection, that JehoVah has made us 
the honoured instruments of imparting everlasting 
bletssedfiess to our' fel^o^^silnners, whose guilt once 
dooi?ned them to unceasing sorrow?- If but one 
person si) £^U rise up in* the realms of glbry, and say. 
Under Godj yOur labours of love were effectual' in 
bringing me to this happy place, would you ttot de- 
rivej from that' declaration, a sublime pleasure, 
v^hich wotild' b'e^fert abundant recompence' for your 
j^atience, and zeal, and compassioo? • Every thing 
prc«iJptsyouf Christians, to embark ir^'thjs chari- 
table undertaking with holy ardour, aind to persevere 
in it with unabating constancy. The success which, 
in all ages, ha[s followed such endeavours, is suffi- 
dfent to encouwg^e the tno^ sanguine hopes. 'And 
liie protnij?e of* God, res^pecting the future triumphs 
of his Gospel, iftvites you to exertion :—^^^ My 
word shall iiot TeturD «nto me void ; but it shall 
aetomplishthat' which I please, and it shall prosper 
in therfbing whereto I sent it ^" And not less en- 
eouraging is • tliat assurance ; "They, who- turn 
nvany to righteousness, shall shine as the stars for 
ever and evef^" >'• 

^ Isa.lv. 10, 1 1. " * Dan. xli. 2, S, 
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LECTUEELin. 

OH-TRE DUXY'OF |»£RSp;«8 IN A Jtf ABrRIRp. STATE. 

• • • 

'1 Pet. ill. 71 Likewise^ t/ekusband^^ (heett with them according 
' 'to ykmneidlgf ; ghnti^ hwmwrrmnid ik6 wifr^ as :tmi6 ihi 

r»eabenpye»seliftfi^,as heingi heirs iogeU^et rf the gra/ce of life s 

thai yow. prayers, tfe not hindered. 

W^suiitain^.neai! relation to someiof Qur sp^ci^, 
which lays us under peoaliar obligMions to sc^ek thejlf 
welfare, both: temporal and spiritual. Ga4 h^ iner- 
cifuUj; appoirited this elos.e connexion, with a special 
ddsiga that those who ate th^i^ u^nited may, by a mu- 
tuf^l/intierehat^e of affij^ction jand kii^d offices, all^ 
viate; each other*« hurth^ng, ^hare iq one .another's 
sorrows, and be a source, c^^r^ec^rocal <Qii[ifort in 
sickness and adversity.. Now. :thes.e obje^rts ar^ ipore 
likely to be secured by gu<^h,^ relatiop^.than if*ea<:jhL 
one were left to the csi^ual ^ynopathy of ^t^Qrst; ifho, 
for want of svich bonds ;and)iatural ties^ wopld feel 
'^tlibierty Co. occupy theipselves entiyely.vyijh ^leir 
own concern^* The duties- pf thoi^e ^ybQrliv? in* 
•»0ifirried eoiiditien ^are ^r3t to be cons^d^r^d. -_ 

• ^ Qod hiipself ordained the conjugal ufiion, before 
the entrance of ^id by^the Fall) for: the mo^twi^ie and 
kind purposes. He ,saw that " it : was not, good fftr 
Adam (even iatastate:of,inn;pc^nce) to be alope*/' 
and that there wSas^ ^' no. l^^p-me^t' for him" tp be 
found s^mong all the other pr.eQtMres ; no one.sujted 
to engage his affections, j^afticipfiite hv^i^njoym^entoy 
to be his coinp^jik)n,or t<>unjtewith him in tbe;W<>t- 
ship of God. He was therefodre plea^Mto form tli^e 
WQiHan fr^ifSi his sijde^ as ^Vbone of hi$ bone, and flfisji 

•GeD.ii.18. 
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of his flesh ^ ;** to lay the foundation of a moderate 

subordination, and most rational affection. God 

made but one woman for Adam ; intimating that a 

desire of polygamy could not enter man's heart so 

long as' he kept his integrity. He joined Adani and 

«£?e together, blessed them, and pronounced the 

union indissohible by human authority ; for no cause 

of divorce could have existed in holy creatures: — ^and 

hence, He added, '^ For this cause shall a man leave 

•his fether and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 

wife ; and they 3hall be one flesh*.'' 

- But many and great changes have taken place in 

consequence of the Fall. Unfaithfulness to the 

tiiarriage covenant, in either pai'ty, dissolvt*s the 

tinibn, as by a moral death : ^nd wber^ it is clearly 

proved, without any suspicion of collusion, a divorce 

ought td be easily and <iertairily attaJnablift. 

Those duties which are^ mutually binding on hm« 
'bands and wives are as follow :— • 

1 . Both parties are alike obliged, by their matri- 
monial v6ws, to be faithful to each other; because, 
by their union in marriage, they are no longer their 
own, but the property of each other. If either of 
them yield to the embraces of another person, the 
iharriage*-bed is defiled ; the covenant made betwixt 
them is immediately broken and annulled : and a 
divorce ought, in justice, to follow; because the 
Taw of God is violated, which declares his intention 
to punish whorefnongers and lidult€irers ^. 

Inconstancy and lewdness, in those who are mar- 

» tied, are crimes of great erSbrmity in the eye of a 

i^in*avenging God. AH, therefor^^ho would guard 

* against His frown, must- not only refrain from such 

cruel injustice to each other, but avoid, in their dress, 

»* Gen. ii. 21^24. *ib.a.24. *Heb.xiii.4. 
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language, or' manners, every thing wlrich^^ in the 
sfightest degree, may tend to encouvage loose or 
irregular desires. 

Husbands and wives will detest every thing 
-which has a wanton aspect ; and maintain a purity 
-of heart and affection, that will preserve them from 
the sin of breaking their marriage vows ; whieh is 
sure to displease the Almighty, and' prepare re- 
niarse and anguish ibr those who despise his ordi- 
nance. 

2. Mutual love must eviilce the fidelity of those 
who are united in holy matrimony ; otherwise,^ its 
«nd will be defeated. This intimate union is formed 
'for securing a constant flow of endearing kindness 
and attention* *^ It was irttended to unite the hearts 
cfthe married pair ; and* to prodace a^ pleasing and 
lasting friendship, from- the combination of two 
persons, whose interests, by these means, become 
invariably the same. But, instead of these advai^ 
tages, a want of love, in eithar party, perverts the 
state of marriage into a most grievous burthen and 
bondage." 

It is the obvious duty of both, therefore, to avoid 
strife and contetxtion, lest they should produce indif- 
ference towards each otheir, which is the very bane of 
domestic peace and happiness. And should disputes 
jor wrong tempers at any time lead to variance, let 
each, without unduly blaming the other, be ready to 
make all reasonable concessions, forgive every o^ 
fence against themselves; .and thus strive £o maintain, 
ibr the future, the utmost harmony and aflieetioiii. 
By the exercise, of these charitable dispositions, 
by not aggravating each other's faults, and by strictly 
guarding agdnst passion, thdse angry contentions 
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would SQoh cease, which, when indalged, provp s6 
iDJurioUs in destroying conjxigal happiness. 

It is not, then, without the most Iforcible reasan 
that married pco'ple'are exhorted, in Scripture, to 
manifest, the strongest rjegard. to each other. The 
following precept, although addressed to husbands, 
is equiaUy applicable to ivives, " So ought nien fo 
love their wives as their own bodies. He that 
loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever 
yet hated his own flesh ; but nourisheth ^and 
eherisheth it, even as .the Lord the Church'.*' . 

: Here is a double stanikrdi by which a husband 
and his wife are to regulate their affection towards 
each other. The first is borrowed from the care 
which every man takes to preserve his body from 
every thing that may injure or destroy it, and the 
< desire which he feels to maintain its health and comr 
fort. This anxiety for the welfere of the body she^Sj 
most clearly, the strength and continuance of that 
affection which should subsist between the married 
party. As the body always has our care, whether it 
be sick, weak, deformed, or hurt by accident, so no 
defects^ or infirmities, on either side, will justify the 
other party in vrithholdin^ the tribute of love which 
-the marriage contract requires. Disagreeable tem- 
pers and qualities will sometimes make it rather dif« 
.ficult to behave with proper tenderness ; yet, here, 
faith and patience must restrain us from: every 
breach of .a positive command. ' . 

The second rule, by which' their love for each 
.other i^ to be measured, is the regard which Christ 
.bears to hi^ espoused Church. He has carried his 
love so far as to die and give himself for it. And» 

• Eph. v. 28, 29. 
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having th W purQhase4 it, every member of his mysr 
tical body, amidst infirmities avui n<^glects^ aiid even 
occanonal affronts, e^cperiences his tender concern, 
sympathy* and affection, without being forgotten or 
rejected. It is incumbent on married persons to 
shew tbe same tenderness aqd regard for each o^her^ 
which the whole Church receives from its glorioot 
H^d ; and . not to discover any morose feeling^^ 
but to live habitually in. the endearing expressioni 
of Mutual love. i 

The affection of ;huBbands apd wives for each other 
should, to preserve it from c^aqge and caprice, be 
founded on Christian prin(;iple$. : If it be built on 
beauty alone, a^ is soinetimes the case, there is no 
security for its continuance; ; foj it will often hap- 
pen, that tho$e who havQ .been enamoured, of each 
others appearance, when they, cafne together, soon 
abate in their regard, and h^te one another as 
viQiently as ^ley loved at first. Such idolatrous, sel-^ 
Hah, ufid carnal lov<^ should be counteracted, and be 
fucceeded by that which springs from those religious 
motives which will render it niore permanent. 

Nor will the greatest accomplishments^ or the mps^ 
amiable and fascinating' manners, always preserve 
them: from the danger of taking great disgust, and 
living unhappily together. Many,who were forcibly 
struck with the apparently good sense, demeanour^ 
or agreeable qualities of their partners, by which 
they were delighted with .each other at the begin-" 
nipg df their aci:iuain1;ai^ee,. often live together in a 
state of miserable bicHering for tbe remainder of their 
days. ;When the novelty of these^charms has passed 
away, and tiiisforjtun^ has wrought a bitter change 
of condition; " fi;equen^ly the well-bred, sensible, 
agreeable husband or wife, changes witli their cir*» 

F3 .• 
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cinnstances, and grows a peevish^ c€mDplaining> and 
ifki^hfie' compamoii." 

' T<>^ prevent,' then> their loVe from sinking into 
iiisgHst^ of beiag transferred to another object^ maar* 
tied people should pray fcH" grace, that their regard 
for esich other may be rational and spiritual. They 
Inust not love one another merely on account of 
beauty, dr elegance of manneri^, or' any external 
graces or accomplishments ; but because their union 
entitles them, in obedience to the will of God, to 
the warmest affection. One in interest, they must 
■be -one in heart ; because God expects 'them '^ to 
dWell together in unity and godly love." 
' Where conscience, and the authority of Christ, 
]^revail, a good foundation will be laid for the exercise 
^f reciprocal esteem and«love: but, when these are 
ivanting, the most trifling circumstance may raise a 
trf orm of contention, that will consume the enjoyments 
t>fthe marriage state, and perhaps lead to a separation. 
3. A desire to promote each other's spiritual wel- 
fere wilt be constantly maintained by all who have 
the least wish to glorify God, oi: to make their union 
« source of real profit to their souls. Every man, 
Whi^e mind is not dead to the common feelings of 
nature, must feel solicitous to procure a suitable 
provision for his partner, that she may not be left 
destitute, or be forced to depend on others. 
^ On the other hand, a mfe may express the strong- 
est attachment to her husband, and discreetly 
conduct his family affairs, and study to render his 
libme and life comfortable, and yet have nieither 
'taste nor desire for the knowleilge of Christ. Mutual 
^endeavours to please each other do often exist, where, 
through ignorance of their duty to God, the parties 
live in open defiance of his sacred authority, and pro* 
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voke bb wr^th ; and yet are very well satisfied with 
each other's conduct in thia respect This^ hcMvever, 
though so prevalent^ is a fi&lse kind of love, which 
has tbe-mosl ruindus tendency to hurt each ether's 
souls : it is a sort of conspiracy against the truth 
ami government of the King of Gipiy, bf which they 
entourage one another in irreligion, and becDnM^ 
the active instrunsehts of each othet's eternal de^ 
ptrttotioo. 

Husbands and wivi^s sbonkl^ discdver their affec* 
tien to ea(;h other by a mutual concern for the 
good of their souls, remembering this is the best 
proof of well-founded love. For how can they pos-^ 
sees a true regard for each other,.to the extent which 
the marrif^e contract requires^ if they do not strive 
to save one another from .the bitter pains of misery 
in h^ll 1 It is their obvious duty to examine each 
ether^s behaviour, with a view to correct any errors, 
Qr to point but any faults in temper or practice, 
into wluch either of them may have fallen^ before 
they have taken root in the heart. 

They should never sanction each other in ungod* 
Uliess and hatred of vital piety; but stimulate one 
another to pray; and contend agsdnst the corruptions 
of their souls ; against their pride, unbelief, and 
worldly lusts:; by which their salvation is most endan- 
gered. Tb^y will converse together on their ^isAe 
as sinners, and admonish each other of the nepes^ 
atyof believing in Christ for redemption. They will 
Bfie^ik of the love of God^ in sending his Son int(> the 
wotM to instruct and save it: and they. will dweft 
with; delight on the astonishing cQmpa(9sion of 
Christ, in dying even fox his bitterest' enemies.. 
They wiU excite each other to holy vigilance in 
their sacred calling ^a Christians, that they may 
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please God, and not foil td secure for themselves a 
portion an the bliss of his glorious kingdom. 

They will take dare to model their whole conduct 
hy the word of God ; doing what he commands, 
avoiding ^whatever he forbicte, and cherishing holy 
and pious affections in each other, by the powerful 
influence of a good example *: and, finally, they will 
pay with, and for each Other, that the Divine bless- 
ing may rest upon them, and render their attempts 
successful to advance each other's happiness. 

Were husbands and wives thus to seek the salva- 
lion of their souls, who can tell what benefit they 
would derive from each other's kind remonstrances 
and solicitations ? Such endeavours would certainly 
honour God,by a mutual dischargeof their respective 
duties ; and prove the spiritual nature and extent of 
their love ; which, when founded on the fear of God, 
would be sure to be equally constant, in affliction or 
prosperity, in sickness or health, in indigence or 
plenty, in youth or old age ; durable as their conti*- 
nuance together ; and conducive td their advance^ 
ment in eternal gloty after death, when the union of 
the]pidus will becementedin bonds neverto be broken. 

4 . Besides those which have been stated, there ar^- 
scfveral peculiar dutie$ w^hich devolve on* married 
persons — some incumbent on the husband, others 
on the wife — a strict regard to which is necessary 
for the preservation of order and peace. It is the 
province of the husband to preside : " for the htts^ 
band is the head of the wife, even as ChrisJ; is- 
tlie Head of the Church^" When he yijelds up his 
proper authority to his wife, he betrays the triiitr 
which God has reposed in him, and introduces dis«> 
order and confusion. He must not^ howe¥er, abuse 

' Eph. V. 23. 
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his rig^t to govern, fiur. arbitraiy or cruel piirposes; 
but use it solely for tbe benefit, of his wife ; wbidi 
was the design of God in vesting him with it. So 
far from regarding his pre-eounence over her as a 
pretext for treating her rudely and harshly, he will 
think himself bound, by the commiand of God, to 
eicercke his authority with the. utmost tenderness 
and moderation; ^^ giving all due. honour to the 
wife, as the weaker vessel^^;" the delicacy of her 
consdtulioir reqninng gentleness, humanity, and 
affieotion. When the power e thus lodged with the 
husband is exerted in this mild and Christian spirit^ 
instead of i>eing grievous to the wife, it is product 
live of peace to her, and advantage to them both. 

Further ; — it is manifestly the duty of the husband 
to employ his time and talents for the maintenance 
of his wife, that he may provide for her wants, and 
furnish her with things suitable to her station in life* 
He will express much pleasure in sharing with her 
the comforts which be possesses, aiid in seeing her 
use them with moderation. 

Though he will consult her feelings, and grant all 
her reasonable requests, yet he must, by no means, 
countenance her in any sinful gratification ; whether 
it be too great a love of worldly splendour and vanity^ 
or extravagance in the management of his affairs. . i 

5. It b the^ peciiliar duty pf the wife to live in 
subjection and obedience to her husband, as en* 
forced by the word .of God. *^. Wives, submit your- 
sdves unto your own husbands, as unto .the Lordi 
For the husband* is the head of the wife, even < aa 
Christ is the* Head of the Church. Tberc^fore, as 
the Church 'is subject unto Christ, so let wives ba 
to their own husbands in every things.** 

*Fet.iii.7. * « Eph. v. 23— 25. 



The Scripture states the reasaim of this appotdtf- 
ment'to be, the first formatton t>f the inan, and the 
tdo-eaiy ccm^lianoe of £ye» with the temptation of 
Satan. Her ambition '^ of being: as the gois^ was 
the cause of her degradation* Hence Jehovah de- 
clared, respecting her and every one of lier sex, 
'^ Thy desire shall be to thy husband^ and he shidl 
f ule over thee**/* 

. The wife, therefore, cannot, usurp the rteins of 
government, or refuse to submit to Uie jiist autho^ 
irity of her husband, mthout resting the ordi- 
nance of God, thmi vi^iieh. nothing can be mwe 
presumptuous. 

. But drift obedience of the wife extends in fiorther 
than to. the lawful commands of her husband. Should 
any thing be enjoined upon her which clashes witk 
her duty to God, both reason and Scripture, ki this 
case, direct her '^ to obey God rather diah man.'* 
But,, in every instance where compliance with the 
request of her husband is not contrary to the will of 
God, she must comply without a murnmr. ^' Let 
tbe wife see that she reverence her husband ^" 
. Another duty which devolves on the wife, is to 
afford bim every comfort and assistance in her power. 
She win shew invariable kindness tohim, be atten* 
tive to his wants, cherish him tenderly in sickness, 
soothe him in trouble, lighten his cares, assist .htm 
in the- religious education of his children,.' and, by a 
pious example, strive' to make them 8ui]r|ects of 
Christ's kingdom* 

' She will not imitate those' mothers who neglect 
tbe care of their families, in order that they may 
indulge a culpable fondness for dress, visiting, and 
pleasure ; '^ but will look well to tiie ways of her' 

^ Gen. ill. 16. ' Eph.r. 38. 
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hotmhoM, and will not eat the bread of idleness ^." 
She will avoid every kind of extravagance, and, by a 
prudent use of ber husband's income, repay Um for 
those assiduities to business by which his femily is 
supported. 

FinaHy, when both parties are real Christians, 
their, mutual duties will be easy aud pleasant. But, 
if either of them remain under the power of unbelief 
in this trying situation, wisdom and grace must be 
sought from above, to enable the other to bear the 
cross cheerfully. A pious and circumspect beha- 
^our, mingled with unabated kindness, will often, 
with the blessing o( God, win over the mind disaf^ 
fected to the truth. In all such cases, it is advisable 
to bear unkind treatment and neglect; and fre^ 
quently to pray, that, being joined in matrimonial 
bonds^ they may both become one spirit in the Lord, 
and thus fa^e prepared for everlasting life. 

^ Prov. xxxii 27. 



LECTURE LIV. 

ON THE DUTY OF PARENTS TO THEIR CHILDREN. 

%faeBiaQi vi. 4 Bring up pour children in the nurture and 

odmaniHon of the Loni ' 

Both reason and religion point out parents as 
the proper guardians of their offspring ; whosfe pre- 
sent and future welfare they ought invariably to 
consult. Their attention to the- happiness of their 
children must begin with their birthj andj carf 
only cease with death itself, which dissolves the 
obligation. 

The common light of nature teaches u^ that 
there are certain duties to be performed towards 
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children, wliich kiAd and eomciiehti6us;plireiit8 win 
not n^lect,. 

1 . It is ineumbent'on them to cberish the most 
genuine affection for their children, .whom they must 
regard as they do themselves. They will manifest 
their love towards them', by the most tender care to 
promote their health and coinfort, ddring the help^ 
less years of infancy, and by doing nothing wliich 
may, in the least degree, endanger their life, or in? 
jure their constitution. . . 

2. Parents will be anxiousrwben.they reflect that 
their children must be completely happy or misera* 
ble to all eternity, to preserve their morals from in«- 
jur^.and defilement. They will, not encourage in 
them any vice or evil temper ; nor commit them to 
the care of such persons as are likely to hurt their 
infant minds by improper words or actions!.. 

As the good or bad seed which is sown . at this 
season will soon spring up, and.produce correspond- 
ing fruits in the life> it is of great importance for 
parents to attend to every thing which relates to the 
minds of their children; as far as their situation will 
admit, and not leave them totally under the guidance 
of those who may give them a wfong and sinful 
bias. By ah early attention' to thiis duty, many of 
those way ward , tempers and inclinations, which oc- 
casion so much grief and trouble afiterwards, might 
be checked, if not subdued ; and thfls their children^ 
instead of corrupting o|hgrs by- bad habits, cqn- 
tracted.in infancy, would.pTovi^ a real blessing to 
their parents, and. to the coy^mHnity of which they 
are members. : . ; 

3. It is the duty of parents to govern and correct 
their children, during their tender years, by mild 
restraints and chastisements. Without Uiis disci- 
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pHne, rightly weicisfed, that '.dtepraYity* with' which 
they are born will acquire a fatal asjoeddancy over 
them, by the time, they arrive At the age of 
maturity. : Correction, then, is necessary to subdue 
thc'self^w'iU, and repress, the rebellious spirits. and 
headstrong passions of children; who ought, from 
their infancy 4 to' be a^custoined to obey and submit 
to the authority of their parents, which will be <4 
the: greatest) advaiotage to thein tliroughout the 
whole of their Uv.es. 

^* Let children be early taught to understand that 
their parents e^ptet'to be obeyed, when they give a 
positive command. .Were this rule always enforced^ 
mueh less severity,, than is generally used in the 
bringing up of children,, would be required. For, 
when they are capable of rightly using their reason 
aad liberty, that authority which prudent correction 
has established may be frequently maintained by 
argument, reproof, expostulation, and commeqda^ 
tion; whereas, too many leave their indulged child^ 
ren without any chastisement, till age and habit have 
confirmed them in stubborn self-will, and then, by 
aa unseasonable severity, complete their ruin." 

To prevent such deplorable consequences, begin 
very soon to. chastise the faults of your, diildren. 
Suffer them not to indulge perverse humours, violent 
passions, or wrong inclinations, without being firmly 
rebuked ^nd punished. Do not allow them to be 
guilty of lying, stealing, -or any other viae, without 
that due measure of correction which the offence 
calls for- Tell them, plainly, ^he heinous nature of 
the^e faults, and that you correct. them for their goo<^ 
Thus Solomon admonishes ' parents : ^^ Chastea 
thy son while there is hope^ and let not thy soul 
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ipiare for his crying*." And he cautions them not 
to« withhold chastisement, when necessary, from a 
mistaken tenderness, which may prove fatal to the 
welfere of their children. *^ He that spareth his 
rod, hateth his> son ; but he that iQVeth hini^cha^ 
teneth him b^me^^" 

Yet parents^ tdfaKAild always bear in remembrance, 
that, if they desire their corrections to produce a 
salutary effect on the minds of their children, they 
must not punish them in anger^ or from motives of 
^price, or for very trivial matters ^ lest thfe correc- 
tion should wear an aspect of undiie severity, which 
would defeat its own intention. Parents must not 
only chastise their offspring in moderation^ and tem- 
per> but as seldom as possible, to avoid the mischiefs 
which unnecess^a;ry punishment may occasion. To 
this view of the.stibject the Apostle refers, when he 
eays, " Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, 
lest they be discouraged *"•" Let them not be irri- 
tated by unkind treatment, harsh language, austere 
manners, or by enforcing compliance with orders 
which are capricious- and unreasciinable. Nor let 
parents be always (as is the case with many) chiding 
their <;hildren without cause, nor blaming them 
without a sufficient reason ; for such rigorous coo- 
d«ct only tends to sour and depress their spirits, 
and to raise in their breasts a flame of passionate 
resentment, which, in time, may so alienate their 
affections, as to inclitie them even to despise and 
dread those whom they naturally wish to love. 

Instead of such needless and cruel severity; parents 
•are required to treat their beloved ofispring with 
paternal tenderness, to speak kindly to them, to mix 

• Pfov. xix. 18. •• ib. xHi. 24. ^ Col. Hi. 2 1 . 



/ 



DUTY OF TAfL&S^n TO THfilR CHILDREN. Il5 

^Mi their authority over them every prudent mtlrk 
ef affection, ^' and to use every method^ as they gro^ 
up, to render their children easy and happy in theit 
company, and confident of a favourable reception in 
every attempt to please them. This Kne of conduct 
greatly tends to Keep them out of temptation, to 
improve their minds, and to make the paretftal autho- 
rity of msdom and tove respectably and amiable 
In their eyes. And if, by such means, they can 
allure their children to choose them for companions', 
coansellors, and friends, in all their undertakings^, a 
most important point tinll be carried." 

4. Parents must take care to give their children 
an education suited to the station in which they are 
likely to be pki^ed. As so^m as reason begins t6 
dawn, such things may be taught them as they are 
able to comprehend. They should early be accus- 
tomed to applica^tion and observation ; anfd their 
minds be stored, as they become capable of it, with 
inforfnation on every subject which iMy conduce to 
make them useful to themselves and to society. 
When they are sufficiently old to benefit by the in*- 
structiofis of teachers, let them enjOy such a share 
^f this grc^t advtotUge,as>the circumstances of their 
parents ^^H admit, or as may be necessary to qua- 
lify them t^ fill up with cre^dit thief particular station 
in life to which Providence calls them. 

The benefits of education camiot be sufficiently 
valbed ; but the neglect of it; as itiBty be learnt from 
the occurrences of almost every day, is productive 
of tnuch evil and sorroiV. If the minds of youth 
remain uninstructed^ and they are allowed to enter 
upon a wicked world without a knowledge of God, 
of themselves, and of their duty to others, whut can 
we look for, but those sinful tempers and detestable 
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vices, which not only render them hui$ahc6s Wd 
pasts to the cormnuuity, but obaoxious to the (vr^th 
of an incensed God ? • 

Parents, with the blessing of God, a|id the labours 
€ii moral and relig;iOus .instructor^, might often save 
'their childf en from dtsgrape, and an , ignominious 
death.; and themselves horn the h^i^rt- renting 
thotighft, that the neglect of a right; discipline- and 
education has greatly (^ontribfited to the commission 
of those oifences Against God. and nian, which have 
^ensured their present^ if rriqt; their ftntu-re ruin**. 

5. It is the boUnden duty of parents to. endeavour 
to- make a statable provision for ihi^ir children,, that 
they may be enabled to live comfortably in sociely^ 
iwithout being a burthen to others for sxipport.; "The 
'jGbristian isrnot, indeed, allowed to s^^ik gres^t things 
ior his family, or to be desirous of advancing them 
mxiqh. above bis own rank in life*, yet he will judg^ 
it best, if the Lord will, that they slWuld; not be 
^depressed much below -it, ait least by his fault; for 
.that condition m which men have been brought up^ 
is generally; safest. for them/' 

6. Parents, besides preserving their children from 
idleness, self-indulg^nee, extravagance, and bad con- 
nexions, willearly accustom them tohabits of industry 
and activity,' and suqh pursuits as are of a profitable 
tendency. .The Jews always bring up their children 
-to some suitable tirade Qr pi:ofession, that, in case of 
misfortune, they maybe able to. acquire a subsistence, 
without being troublesome to the community to 
.which they belong. Theii: e?iample, in this respect, 
nu^ht. be generally folt^^ed with the greatest ad- 
vantage. ' Parents should ^ot suffer their children to 
lead an indolent life, lest they shouM become injur 

* Provi xxii; 6. 
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rious to themselves and to others; but after ihdking^ 
the best provision which they can for them, should 
enable thetn, by honest industry^ or some liberal 
profession5 to 8u{>port themselves, and become use*- 
fol members of society. Thus they might preserve 
their offspring from poverty, and from their being^ 
obHged to settle in a condition of life much beneath 
that in which they, were born; a cause frequently of 
much vexation to thlem through the remainder of 
their lives* - 

Much patience will be requisite, and many trials; 
xdnst be encountered, in strictly adhering to tliis 
mode of disciplining children ; and the success may 
not; in every instance, answer expectation : still, a 
great deal more good may b6 effected by it^ in r^gu-^' 
lating the aff<ections and minds of young persons^ in' 
prseerving their prii^oiples from, contagion, and in' 
qualifying them for usefully filling up the stations- 
for which they are designed, than parents are apt to* 
suppose. The benefits, t^^refbre, both temporal 
and eternal, generally flowing from such a course 
of education^ are so gieat, that they ought to sti*> 
mnlate those who have the welfare of their ofi^* 
spring at heart, to put it in practice, in order that 
Ihey may do. what they can to make ^hem a bless** 
itigin the age in whi(ih>th^ live, uid to renderi 
them subjects of Christ's everlasting kingdom. 

■ ■■ I - ■ . . ■ ■> ■ » ,1. 

* . • • ) 

LECTURE LV. 

OR THE DOTY OF PAltEHTS "^O 1»R6M0TE THE SPIRITUAt' 
) ' WBLFAllfi Of T«£IR CHILBR^. • ' 

Ifft. tI. 4^ * Brkigup youft ekiU'rev^ in thenkHureafuladtm* 

The connexidn between Children and Parents is so 
near^ that mere natural affection should prompt ^he 
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latter to sp^re no pains to provide, in the best 
oianner.whioh jtbey are aUe, for the eternal liappi- 
Hess of the fonnier^ When tbe^ r^^ct, too, tSiat 
their children are candidates for the unseen glo- 
ries of eternity, whieh . they roust secure by a 
life of faith and righteousness, or be driven irom 
the presence of God into outer darkness, surely 
those parents who have any fear of God, or real 
love for their, children, will not n^leet any means 
in their power of promoting the salvation of their, 
precious souls. 

1. Parents are required by God to pay the strictest 
attention to this duty. ^' These words,, saith the 
L<>rd, wtuch I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart ; and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children ; and shalt talk4)f tbem when thou 
sittest in. thy house, and when thou wftlkest by the 
way, and- when thou liest down, and when thou 
lasest up *." In the most earnest manner does JSblo- 
mpn admonish parents to bring up their . offspring in 
the fear and knowledge of God, frQm:a consideration 
of tbe^benefits which apcrue tbere&om in time and 
eternity : '^ Train up a child in the way he should 
gfo ; and when he is old he mil not.depart fvoax it ^** 
To " bring up children in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord/," is i( most e&etual step for pre- 
serving and perpetuating the knowledge of God and 
religion amongst men, from one -generation to an- 
other, even to the end of time. 

2* To the faithful di^cha^ge of this sacred obliga- 
^on Christian parents stroqgly bind themselves^ by 
entering their children into covenant with God 
almost as soon as they are barn. In the o]:fluMVD0 
of baptism, by whieh th^ir children are devoted to 
t^ service -and honour of .Christ the Saviour, al- 
^it,vi.7— -10.. *Pf0y«wuf5. «Ep|i,ri.4. 



DUTY OF FAREIiTS TO THE^R CHILDREN. 119 

though they do not answer ih.peffton for them, y^ 
they choose &ieods jvho sbleRinly ei^age to -^oin 
with them io seeing their children '^ virtuously 
broi9g):it up to^ lead a godly and a Christian life.'^ 
N0W.5 by a neglect of duty, in this important. parti*, 
cular, Uiis solemn ordinance of Christ is turned into 
a useless loid unmeaning ceremony. 

3. This, dtity is more incumbent* on parents, be- 
cause tbey are (entrusted by God with the office of 
fonnii^ the minds of their children on religious prin- 
ciples ; which they should be solicitous to do in 
youthi when ibey are most cafiable of receiving and 
retaining good impressions. If this best opportunity 
£Dr instructing tfabem in the. trutbi of God s rholy 
word be lost, every future means of grace may &il 
of the wished*for e£fect ; and then, can we feel any: 
surprise if they should live in ignorance, of God, and 
of ^* the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with ieter-^ 
nal glory i" and, at last, '^ perish for lack of know- 
ledge "^ ?" And, indeed, it is unreasonable to expeck 
that children will attach any Talue to .rel^iAQa; 
when parents are so criminally, negligent, as never 
Io mention it, or to press its duties upon them* 

We may learn, in two instances which Scripturct 
fiirnisbes, in what. a xlifferent' light God regards 
those who . attend to, . and. those who . n^gjiect, the 
proper education of their children ; as. &ey clearl)^ 
shew, that; He partieularly obsesiises d)e conduct, of 
parents. in this respect* ; 

Notice the high tommendation wdiiohHe gave to 
the ''F;»ther of the faithful/* '' The I^rd.siid^ 
Shall I hide from Abraham the thing which I. do i 
for I know him, that he will oMnmand his ehildiHaiU 
and iris. household after him, and they sh^ll.keiep 
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the way of the Lord*." God h<^no*ured hiih in the 
most isi'ngular manner, by- giviog him apromise of 
Chrisi;, and expressing his approbation of his con- 
duct, in religiously educating his children, and 
bringing them up in the fear of bis holy name. 
( 'Markvon t^e contrary, the anger of God agdinst 
those pareqts who shamefully atlotv their children 
to act as they please. The ea^e of Eli/ and the 
tate of his two sons, should bie a constatit warniing 
to all who have the charge of- instructing youth. 
Eli possessed a knowled^ of the ways of God ; but, 
** because his sons made themselves vile, and be 
restrained th^m not,'* he drew on himself, and on 
them also, ' the just indignation of tlie Lord. By 
allowing them, to persist in evil practices, instead of 
Mitably chastising them, he became an accessary in 
their crime, ^nd thus brought perpetual disgrace 
an his family ^ :«: 

' How truly was the declaration fulfilled in the ex* 
^erience of Abraham and Eli, ^' Them- that honour 
me^ saith the Lord, I will honour ;- and- they that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed ^ 'M 

Finally ; the depraved state in which children are 
born lays a strong obligation oa parents to pro* 
mote their salvation. ^^ They are borndn sin, and 
$hkp^u in iniquity." It is not, then, :to ]>e won- 
dered at, if we discover* iii them{ from their in- 
luicyy the effects of this spiritual disease ;. such as, 
passion, frowardness, pride, selfishness^ ^ The seeds 
^incei sown in their Hearts, will soon grow, ripen, 
ahii bring Forth, abundantly^ every pernicious fruit, 
BH&ss due pains are taken, in dependence on the 
IKvine blessing, to prevent it in childhood. 
t; Hbwy then, can. those parents be said to love tbe 

• Gen. xviii. 17—20. •' 1 Sam. lu. 1 1—16. • ib. ii. 30. 
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souls of their childi-fen, who do not bring them in 
the arms of faith and pray^ to Christ, that he may 
bless and save them? You are shocked at the bar- 
barity of those who desert their offspring, and cast 
them on the precarious charity of others for support. 
But do you, parents, act a more humane part^ who 
suffer your sons and daughters to pass through a 
world full of sin, temptation, and danger, without 
supplicating for. them, and advising them to seek 
the light and assistance of God's Holy Spirit, to 
lead them to the knowledge and practice of theiir 
dut?jr? If you permit your children to entet on 
different stations in life without an acquaintance with 
the truths of religion, you will leave them to peHsh'^ 
in a wilderness, from whose destruction none can 
escape, but through the grace of God. 

And let parents, who thus cruelly bring up their 
children in ignorance of all which it concerns them 
to know, think of the insufferable anguish they will 
feel at ihe day of judgment, when their offspring will 
cry aloud for vengeance on their heads ; ascribing 
to their infidelity and cruel negligence the eternal 
misery which they will be doomed to suffer.' 

These affecting considerations should excite pa- 
rents early to instil into the minds of their children 
the doctrines of the Christian religion, and to '^ lead 
then> in the paths of righteousness ;*' that thus they 
may be fitted to join the blest society of saints above, 
' and share with them the happiness and glory of the 
eternal world. 
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LECTURE LVL 

ON THE DUTY OP PARENTS TO INSTRUCT THEIR CHILDREN 
IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF RELIGIOUS TRUTHS. 

EpheaiauB tL ^.-^Bring up your children in tiie nurture and 

admonition of the Lord. 

ThA preceding Lectures will have taught parents the 
duty, necessity, and utility, of teaching children the 
knowledge of God. We shall now mention those 
particular truths and doctrines of religion, which it 
is proper to impress on their tender minds during 
infancy and childhood, 

J • As soon, then, ^ reason begins to dawn, it is 
expedient for parents to instruct their children in 
that fundamental point of religion, the existence of 
a God. Tell them, in the plainest terms, that there 
is a great and glorious Being who lives in heaven 
above, whom they and all others should love, and 
fear to offend. Declare to them, that it was He 
who made them and all mankind ; the sun, and 
moon, and stars ; the heaven above, and the earth 
beneath, the sea, and all things which they severally 
contain ; all of which are supported and preserved 
by his providential care. Inrorm them, that it is 
God who appoints the various changes in the seasons, 
for the maxufestation of his own glory, and for the 
genera) benefit of mankind ; that he orders the snn 
to shine, and the moon and stars to give their light ; 
that he causes day and night, summer and winter, 
spring and autumn, to return at stated periods; 
and that he '' worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will," and manages the affairs of this world 
^^ as seemeth best to his godly wisdom.'' 
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2. Then assure your children that God is unalte- 
rably good and gracious ; that he is loving unto 
every man, and that his tender mercy is over all his 
works ; ^at the eyes of all wait upon him, and he 
giveth them their meat in due season ; yea, that he 
openeth his hand, and filleth all things living with 
plehteousness\ 

Next, speak of God's kindness in giving them 
food and nument, '^ and all good things richly to 
enjoy." To impress this conviction on their minds, 
let them see, in Spring, the whole face of nature 
clothed with beauty, and covered with the bounty of 
God to all his creatures* Tell them it is He who 
sendeth the refreshing shower; and warms the 
ground with his sun> that it may produce grass for 
the cattle, and bread for the service of men. Assure 
them the beneficence of God is so extensive, that 
unnumbered millions in heaven, earth, and in the 
watery ocean, are sustained by his power. 

In Summer and Autumn, ^^ when the fields are 
filled with sheaves of corn, and trees bend under 
tfadr load of fruit, fix their attention upon God, the 
invisible, yet sole author of all the plenty around 
them." 

In the Winter, shew them how the elements pro- 
daim their Maker's glory ; how the frost hardens 
the earth as iron, and congeals rivers into solid ice ; 
how his snow covers the earth, and shuts up men in 
their habitations ; and, in an instant, by his word, he 
dissolves them, when they have answered the valu- 
able purposes for which they were sent". 

Point out to your children the matchless power of 
God, as exhibited in loud peals of thunder, and in 
the fiery arrovi's of lightning which pass before their 

• Psalm cxlv. 9—17. "ib. cxlvii. 16—19. 
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eves. ' Let them listentb the faty of the tremendous 
storm, and see some of the ravages which it produces. 
And then let them khow, that" fiwj and ha»l, snow 
•and vapours, and the stormy -^^nd however violent 
in thei? operation and effects, fulfil the pleasure of 
God, by whose sdverieign decree tk^ move and act . 
By thus shewing children the wisdom, pc«v«-, and 
'goodness of the Lord inUhe works ^ his hand, and 
Vhe great changes and evettts which he. constantly 
brings to pass, you lead thfem'to ad(?re their Creator, 
and impress on their mindra sense of his presence 
and agency pervading every place throughout the 

unwe^^ next truth which children can understand, 
is, that health, strength, sleep, attd preservation, are 
the eifts of God. Tell them that many of their 
fellow-creatures are visited with sickness, pain, and 
sorrow, and are destitute of those blessings yh'ch 
thev eniov. This will teach them the necessity of 
Stude to the bountiful Giver of all good things 
fnd excite them to trust in Him for a supply of 
every needful benefit. They must be^ taught to 
ascibe their safety from the dangers which hourly 
sZund them, to the watchful care and kindness 
of fiod who keepelh thiem from evil. 

Further ; it wSl be of muclr use to inform the.n 
that life and death are the appointment of God; that 
we cannot live a moment longer than he assigns us j 
and that death will come at a fixed hour, to convey 
S to our eternal home. Tell them ihat death is a 
oassage from this world into one which is un- 
changeablc, where men are ta live for ever in hap- 
Ss-or misery inconceivable ; that the wicked 
rdSsobedTent^ll then be cast into hell; but th« 

. :■ ■' ' *'psalni cxlviii. 6— 9. 
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good and righteous shall be received into heaven, to 
inherit joy and honour evermore****. 

Should you or your children be brought by disease 
to the borders of the grave, let them be told that it 
was by the power of God they were recovered ; and 
that you have been restbred, through his tender 
mercy, to continue the giiide of their youth, their 
affectionate, counsellor, and best earthly friend. 
This representatioa will incline them to love the 
Lord^ who has done such great things for them, . . 

4,. Now they will be able to forjn some notion of 
the moral character of God: and therefore they 
should be ficeqiiently reminded, that he is holy and 
j«sti liiat he hates. eviBfy kind flf iniquity, whether it 
ahew itself in though);^ Ws^nU Qr <leed ; and loves 
righteousness, as tSie perfection; 6f hi^ rational 
creatures. 

Tell Utem*, that G6d .understands the secret of • 
their hearts, arid knows every thing they say aiidldo ; 
and, therefore, that it is in vain to hope to coheeal 
what they do amiss from His al^seeickg eye, whicii 
? beholdeth the .good and the evil *"• '- Aiisure diem, •- 
moreover, that God will punish them, if Ihey' lite 
wickedly, and die without repentance ; but that he 
will bless those who obey him in this life with signal 
tokens of his favour, and make them happy after 
death,*through all eternity. 

By a fear of God's displeasure on the one harid, 
and a wish to secure his blessing oh the other, dis* 
suade. and restrain them from evil, and excite them- 
to the practice of what is good and commendable. 

5. " Correct your children,.froin their infancy, for 
stubbornness and quarrelling, for lying and stealing ' 
in the least degree, for using bad words, and for 

^\ Mat. XXV. 34f— 4r2. . "" Jer. xxiiL 23, 2*. Heb. iv. 1 3. i 
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every mark of a cruel disposition*** Tell them that 
these things are hateful to God, who will punish, 
with endless pains and torments, those wicked 
persons who do the things and indulge the evil 
tempers which he forbids. 

By the prospect of obtaining the rewards of heaven, 
stir them up to the pursuit of true piety and viftue. 
Acquaint them that God will ever love and bless 
those who fear to displease him, and honour his holy 
name. And always encourage any good act which 
they may perform, by a suitable acknowledgment of 
the pleasure you receive from it. 

6. Moreover, inform them that the Bible is the 
Word of God; which, as soon. as they are able, it is 
their duty to read, in order Uiat they may commit 
its leading truths and precepts to memory, for the 
fixing of their religious belief, and for the regulation 
of their hearts and conduct. Thus will they imitate 
the bright example and share in the bliss oi llmodiy, 
who is commended by St. Paiul, because ^^from a 
child he had known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make us wise unto salvation, through &ith 
which is in Christ Jesus'^." 

Not only teach them to pray every morning and 
evening, but take care that this important duty be 
on no account omitted, as both you and they desire 
to secure the favour and blessing of the Almigh^. 

When they are old enough to behave wiUi pro- 
priety, conduct them to Churohon the Sabbath-day, 
and preserve them from profaning it by any disor- 
derly behaviour. 

7« Were parents thus conscientiously to instruct 
their children, they would, in general, be much 
restrained from outward vices and irregularities ; be 

•^2 Tim. ill. 15. 
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tolerably well informed respecting their duty to God, 
to themselves^ and mankind ; and grow up^ with the 
Divine blessing, '' as trees of righteousness^ the 
planting of the Lord, by whom he would be glo- 
rified "^Z' And how can parents more decidedly shew 
their desire to promote the best interests of their chil- 
dren, both in this life and that which is to come, than 
by endeavouring to bring them up in the fear of 
God, who will render his foithful servants supremely 
happy for evermore*? 

*> 168.1x1.3. MSam.ii.SO. 

. LECTURE LVIL 

ON TH£ DUTY OF PARENTS TO INSTRUCT THBIR CHILDREN 
IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF RBUQI0U8 TRUTHS, 

Epb, ▼!« 4. Bring up your children in Me nuriure and ad* 

moml!um<^ AeLwrd. 

The plan of religious instruction^ recommended 
in the last Lecture^ should be diligently used until 
diildren have attained the age of twelve or fourteen 
years. When arrived at this period^ they are gene- 
rally more or less capable of understanding the doc- 
trinal -truths of the Christian religionj^ and of per- 
edving the force of those arguments upon which our 
obedience to it is required. Now^ therefore^ parents 
will incur the displeasure of Heaven^ if they do not 
inculcate on children the strong obligation which 
thejE lie under to fear and love God^ and to delight 
in his word and service. 

But, as they cannot rightly dedicate themselves to 
the glory of their Maker without a knowledge of the 
leading' articles of our most holy faith, it is high 
time, at this advanced state, to teach them the fol^^ 
lowing Scriptural truths. 
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1. Expldin to them, as clearly as you are able^ the 
origin of sin and evil. Acquaint them that God 
made Adam and Eve, our first parents, upright^ and 
free from every wrong disposition ; and that, had 
they continued to walk righteously before him, he 
would havfe recompensed their piety with a life of 
eternal^happiness, to which, at a proper season/they 
would have been exalted; but that> forgetful of 
God, they listened tp the temptations of the Devil, 
who assumed the form of a serpent, and plucked and 
tasted the fruit of the forbidden tree ; and thus, by 
disobeying a positive command of God, they were 
exposed to his curse, and became the servants of 
Satan, under whose dominion they were brought. 
Inform them, that in this way they lost the image of 
God, in which they were created ; and b^ecame sin- 
ful, the slaves of every vice and unholy temper. 

Tell them, that, in consequence of Adam's trans- 
gression^ he was driven out of Eden,' and forfeited 
the bliss of heaven, and became the subject of mi- 
sery, want,,and disease ; that the ground waf¥ cursed 
for his s^ke ; apd that he ahd his posterity were 
doomed to labour and toil^ yea, ^^ to eat their bread 
in the -sweat of their faces, until they return to the 
du$t from whence they were taken "." Tell them, 
jthat this was the origin of sin and death, and those 
complicated evils and sorrows under which the 
whole human race gi'oan. " Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
>inned^" 

Then speak to them about the heinous nature of 
sin, which has been productive of so many bitter 
effects. Tell them neyer to think lightly of iniquity, 
a Gen. iii. 1—20. ^ Eom. v. 12. 
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wliich brought a flood of waters on the whole world 
in the days of Noah, when all, except eight persons, 
perished for their wickedness''. 

Inform them^ on the authority of Scripture, that 
unrepenting sinners are not only objects of. Gods 
anger in this life« but that in the next " they will go 
away into everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his angels." 

2. Make your children fully sensible of the depra^ 
vtty of their nature. Tell them, that Adam is the 
common stock from whom they and all mankind are 
sprung ; and that he, by communicating a corrupt 
nature to his sons, has propagated that depravity 
which is visible in all his descendants to this day. 
Assure them, that in this manner they themselves 
became defiled from the womb, were born in sin', 
^ and are by nature the children of wratli, even as 
all others %" Shew them the proof of this spiritual 
disease in themselves, by that alienation of heart 
from God, and enmity against His law, which they, 
and every unrenewed person, feel; and by those 
wicked thoughts, passions, and desires, which often 
spring up in their bosoms, and lead them to acts of 
rebellion against God and his righteous govern- 
ment ^. Tell them, it could not be thus with them 
and with others, unless '^ the imagination of man's 
heart was evil from his youth ^^*' 

You will, then, take this opportunity of exposing 
the folly, weakness, and guilt, of transgression in 
general, and of the vices to which they are addicted 
in particular. Decidedly, though tenderiy, rebvike 
9il sin and impiety in them, whether it be fretful** 
ness, discontent, passion, pride, envy, malice, 

• Gen. vii. 1—24. * Psalm li. 5. •■ Bph. ii. 1-4. 

f Gen. viii. 21, '^ Rom. viii. 7, 8. 
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onieltjr, revenge^ lewdness, sweariog, I^ng» ated- 
ipg, slander, or profanation of sacred thin^* 

3. Inculcate the absolute necessity of the neif 
birth^ which is essential to the salvation of sinners, 
and which consists in a conversicHi from the love and 
practice of iniquity to the pursuit of holiness; or, as 
the Catechism expresses it> in '^ a death unto sin^ and: 
a new birth unto righteousness ;" for, ^^ being by na- 
ture born in sin, we are hereby made tiie diildren of 
grace*." Regeneration, then, is a total change of 
heart and life, turning men from darkness to light, 
nxkd from the power of Satan unto the living God, 
that they may henceforth waUc agi*eeably to His will. 

Tell them, that Christ declares this change to be 
expedient for all who are desirous of enjoying the 
blessings of his kingdom of grace below, or of glory 
above *'• Assure them, that ^^ a clean heart, and a 
right spirit, is thci peculiar work of God himself, who 
is ready to bestow the grace which alone can r^e-- 
nerate men, on every one who diligently seeks it K 
Let them be directed to pray constantly to God lor 
the renewal of tbeir souls^ that they may '^ be deli- 
vered from the bondage of corruption, into the glo- 
rious liberty of the Children of God*"^/' 

4. Parents, Jmpress on your offspring the duty of 
a religious life. Let them, know that God chaiges all 
men to walk in the path of his commandments. As 
early as possible, therefore, point out to them the 
nature and the requirements ^f the Gospel, wfaieh 
enjoins us '^to crucify the, corrupt liists alad a£fec- 
tbns of the flesbi and to perfect iioliness in the £ear 
of the Lord';'* to take up the cross, to deny, our*; 
selves, and follow Christ in righteousness of life% 

i 2 Cor, V. 17. « John lii, S. ' Ezek. xxxvi. 26,37, 97% 
^■^ Rom. viii. 21. * 2 Cor. vii. 1. . « Mark viii.d4. 
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by euMmting evetf holy ^spoi^dn imi grace ; sueb 
B8y '^ fttitb, hope, lave, spiritUBlity/ devotiM^ purity^ 
meekness^ temperance, gentleness, and long-suffer* 
ing • 

Let them be iiefninded^ that, by thus actings they 
folfil the conditions of ' their baptismal covenant^ 
which binds them ^^to renounee'theDevil a<)d BllhiS 
works ; the vain pomp and glory of the world, with 
all covetous desi^^es of the same ;' ai^d thieearnai de-^ 
sires of the flesh, so as not to follow nor be led> by 
tikem ; to confer the faith: of ChrisTt cramfied' ; and 
manfully to fight, under his banner, agairt^ i^A>«the 
world, and the Devil ; and t6 eontintie Chrisf s faith-> 
fill soldiers and servantid unto their lives' edd/' 

Enforce a pious life by ev^y motive adapted to 
work bn their feais and excite their hopes. Telt 
themv the ungodly, who act eohtrary to the pre^iftpts 
of the Gospel, are an abomination to the-Loird, wb6 
will visit thefroffences,if they dieiti impenitence, t^th 
tiie rod of his everlasting anger. On the other iiand, 
declare that '' the Lord loveth the fighteous^,^ and hatb 
chosen them for a perpetual inhet itance ^^." 

Speaky moreover, of ^' the beauty of holiness ;*' as^ 
constituting the brightest ornament of the Honh and 
as shedding a real lustre around the character. Con-; 
trast it with the deformity and disgrace of a vicious 
odndu^t, which entails ruin on the transgressor. 

Mmition the tendency of religion topromote their 
own good, as well as the benefit of society. Tell 
tbem^ that, by a devout life, tb^ may be the means 
of stimulating others to follow their pious career, and 
thus to share with themselves the joys of the^invi- 
world. 

Bat, in order to d^ter tbem frpm^ a careless' or a 

■^6al« V. 22, 8S. ^ Psalm iv.S.D6ut.x3^;0;^ 



progig^te \i{$^ fr^quefntly itdoionisb them^ tbl^t^ by a 
wicked emmpli? ip thmi, miny will be emboldened 
to comnutsins whicb m^y ^^ destray both |;b(^ir bodfes 
and souls in hell/' 

Finally, as an iDc?i»(ive! to obey:aad serve God, 
expatiate to your children; on the happiness attend* 
ant on a pious life ; wluch brings with it the sweetest 
peace, t^onsoUtion^ and enjoyment, even here ; and 
a crown of- glory and endless rejoicing in the world 
tO: corned ' 

$• To CQnvince them of their nadw weakness, 
and. to repiess ifi them that spirit of self-righteous 
cqnfidence so eommon to faUefn man, it will be 
needful to infohn.your children, that, after their bestt 
endeavours to lead a spiritiaal Ufe, the gracious 
assi^tanee of the Holy Gho^t is absolutely requisite 
to enable them tQ live righteously as God com- 
Qfiands \ Teach them to pr^ .«nto bijB lor renewed 
supplies of grace, that they ij^ay be, strengthened to^ 
accongiplish those things which God requires them ta 
do ; and. they will be freely granted, in answer to the 
petitions of th^ sincece. supplicant. Thus saith tha 
Lord, to all who implore his aid ^^ to make their 
calling and election sure :'* ^^ Ask, and it shall be 
given you ; seek, and ye . shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you*." 

.6*. A convictifon of their sinful e^ndition, frailtj^^. 
proneness to fall, and of the defects of: their best 
services, wiU suggest to^you.therprc^riety of teach*- 
if^ them to cultii^te the deepest humility before- 
God. When they recollect. how many times they 
have already departed from the bbyipus pathof doty>* 
they will see how little ground they have f99 hemg 
proiud of their religious ^rlprti^ances, which hs^ve 

*1 Timaiv.8. « Jer. 5c,as. JoH J«vi. IS—W. » MWUvii.7. 
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be^n siiUied by. bo- cbany iinpedectionsl When> 
therefore, they have done all those things^ to the best 
of ^bigit ability, which are eommanded them, teach 
them to say, ^^We are unprofitable 'servants; we 
have done that which was our' duty to do*"/' 

These lowly views of theilr works «nd religious 
dutiesyso strongly commended in Senpture, will pre-^ 
pare tb/^m to renounce all dependence on themselves 
for acceptance with Qod, and to place an unshaken 
reliance on the atoning sacrifice of Christ for justifi* 
cation in the sight of God. They should he in- 
structed, from the Bible, to understand^ that, ever 
since the covenant of works was broken,.all who gain 
admission into heaven must owe their happiness, to 
the merits of Christ's obedience* True bdieversr 
always unite in the song of glorified spirits ; and 
say with a loud voice, ^' Worthy is the Lamb, that; 
was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdomy 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blesni^.; 
fo^r he was slain, and has redeemed us to God, by his 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people^ 
and nation "M" 

7 • Having taught them the doctrines aad duties of 
Qirislianity, early* accustom your diildren to attend' 
the public instructions of faithful Ministers, whose- 
preaching, in full consistency. with the tenor of ther 
Gospel, may serve to deepen in their liiinds right 
impressions of the value of a personal interest in 
Christ, and the privileges enjoyed 1^ his truefol^ 
lowers. Tell them., God haa promised to make his. 
ordinanees.a means of increasing the knowledge, and' 
holiness oijuS^ pervaste ; and that, if they join in the > 
pious servicies of the sanctuary infiuth and penitence, 
they will obt|ikin:hdlp from God to.g6 oh their way io^ 

» L^e xvu. 10. "" Rev. v. 9^y2L 
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heaven with rejmobg. ^^ Tbey diat "vrnt upoff tbe 
Lofd shall ren^vir their strength ; they shall motihl 
up with wings as eagles ; tfaey- shall run, and hot be 
weary ; ,and th^ shall walk, and not &int''.'* 

By this time they will be capable' of Joining in 
the devotions of the family ; snch as reading the 
Scriptures atid prayers^ morning and evening; 
Now let parents take suitable opportunities ^f dis- 
orarsing seriously <with them about the leading 
truths of the Bible, and the sermons whicti th^ 
have heard; and inquire what they have learned 
from the instructions which they hate received both 
in pul£c and private. 

It will be of endnent advantage to encourage 
&em to propose questions on religious subje<^> by 
readily answering them with as muohplainness as 
possible. When they go to the hou^ of God, or 
engage in the solemh business of deVdtiGti, teach 
tbrati to do it with the utmost seriousness of mind ; 
beeauise they are in the immediate presence of the 
Dime Being, who. hates '' the sacrifice of fools ^•*' 

8. To enforce the pious instructions given to 
ibeii children, parents, must be highly exemplary in 
dmrown conduct and conversation. As they are 
dmost instinctively led to imitate the virtues or the 
vices of their parents, tiiey can never be too- much 
concerned to manifest^ by a pious walk themselvesi 
thie high sense which they entertain of that reli^on 
urtiich they reebmmend to their bdoved oi&pring. 
A careless, vain, and worldly behaviour^ in parents, 
w^ be sure to defsat the best scheme of religious 
education ; /' because tUldren must necessarily be-* 
Ueve that to be lihie way cxf happiness in which they 
see them walk, sinoe they do so fpom choice.** 
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Pareote, tticfn>mU studiously avoid every things in 
their discourse and actions, that may tend to weaken^ 
those good' impressions whieb they are bound to 
dierish. ^^ For> as it will appear crud in pareivts to 
correct and reprove for tempera andpnictUes wfascb 
their cluldren learn from themselves ;' sa it wHMie 
equally absurd to expect that the best precepts oi 
reproofs shoiild profit them^ when the persons from^ 
whom theyfiome do not live under their influence." 
Next to setting a good example^ iet parents prevent 
ehUdren from forming acquaintances who, bya looM» 
exampte, may vitiate their minds^ and seduce them 
from the way of righteousness. Many young people 
may date the commeocement of their aberration 
from God, and. consequent ruin, to vicious compa* 
nions.. How necessary,. then, is it for parents rer 
peatedly to sound the admonitory lesson in their 
ears, '^ My Son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou 
not^"! ^ : ' 

Keep your children from those places and scenes 
which may expose them to needless temptadons. 
Their souls may be greatly endangered by those de- 
moralisdng amusements which an unthinking' world 
too readily sanctions. 

Be cair^ul, also, to temove out of their way ali 
bookst of a dubious or ba4 tendency, indecent pic-^ 
turjes» or other objects which may.sooA corrupt their 
principles, pollute their imaginations, ami inflame 
their .p^sions. As you would -put the most deadly 
peisoa out of their rej^ch, lest it shcmld kiU them ; so 
must you feel a holy solkltude to.preserve them from 
reading those books^ oc behohting those^objeotSi a 
&imUMrity with whioh may soon undermine every) 
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right jsentiment^ and destroy their happiness* for 
ever, 

9. Lastly^ let parents commend their endeared 
oJBTspring to God in prayer : for> though religious^ 
instruction may be of eminent use for forming their 
minds,' yet it cannot, without the assistance^ of the 
Holy Ghost, avail of itself, for the conversion ofi tfaar 
souls to God. After every laudable effort made by 
thw parents for this purpose, children may still 
be. destitute of the new birth unto righteousness, 
which God alone can produce. They must, there- 
fore, earnestly pray to the Almighty to succeed 
their attempts with His blessing, that their children 
^' may have their names written in heaven," and 
unite with the multitude of its inhabitants in 
praising the Redeemer of their souls for ever. 



LECTURE LVHI. 

ON THE DUTY OF CHILDREN TOWARDS TfiElR 

PARENTS. 

Col.iu*20. Childreny obey yowr parents in aijt Aings; fir 

this is weU pleasing to the LordU 

^^ All other relations spring from that of parehts and 
children ; or partake, in a measure, of its nature : and 
this shadows forth our relation to the great Creator •** 
• The duties of children towards their parents may 
be summed up under the following particulars. 

1 • lliey are bound to love their parents, as persons 
from whom they derive their birth, and to whem they 
are most nearly related by the ties of blood« When 
children call to remembrance what care, trouble^ and 
expense have been necessary to preserve their life 
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during the helpless years of infancy^ and the cost of 
maintenance and education through their inexpe- 
rienced youth, they ought to feel the strongest sen- 
sations of gratitude to their parents for such acts of 
kindness ; and try^ in some measure^ to requite them, 
by manifesting, on every occasion^ a most genuine 
love and esteem forthem,bycohsultingtheir interest, 
ease, credit, and comfort ; and by rejoicing theirs 
hearts mth studied attentions and respect. 

2. The law of God imposes on children the obli-* 
gation of honouring their parents : " Honour thy 
fether and thy mother, that thy days, may be long in 
the land which the Lord thy ^ God giveth thee\" 
Those young persons who regard the authority of 
the Lord, and are desirous of his favour and blessing, 
will not fail to*«heiw a becoming reverence for their 
parents. 'Hiey ought to respect their characters, 
consult them at all times, value their instructions 
and counsels, and conform themselves to their will^ 
whenever it accords with reason and the Divine 
word. 

It is a^ branch of this duty to treat the faults and 
infirmities of their parents with the utmost tender- 
ness, and to endeavour to cover them with the man- 
tle of filial aifection, rather than to reprehend, or to 
emblazon and publish them. Children must bear 
the tempers and. humours of their parents with 
patience and subrai^ion. . 

Sueb respect paid to parents is highly pleasing to 
^d, whose blessing is su^e not to be withheld 
from dutiful c^hildren. 

On the contrary, disobedience to parents is that 
coDtempt of his authcH'ity which he marks with his 

*£xod.xx.l2. 
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displeasure. A total disr^ard to parents^ a disposi- 
tion to feel indifferent about their happiness, or to 
behave rudely, disrespectfully,' or unkindly to theoi, 
is threatened with the sorest' judgments. '^ The eye 
that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey 
his mother, the ravens of the valley shaU pick it 
out, and the young eagles shall eat it ^." Those who 
a^e wanting in dutiful esteem for thdr parents, or 
expose their indiscretions, act ihe disgraceful part 
of the wicked Ham^^, and bring down a curse upon 
tlieir heads. 

3. Obedience to parents is required as a duty in- 
cumbent on children. Both father and mother are 
entitled to this attention* Thus runs the Divine 
command: ^' Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord : for this is right''." But how far does this 
duty extend? Tlie Scripture informs us that it 
reaches to every command which isjawful and pro- 
per ''. Children must not cavil at, or refuse to com- 
ply with, any reasonable injunction of their parents, 
nor expect the reason to be assigned for it ; but 
cheerfully obey it, though it should require self-de- 
nial, or the giving up of their own wishes. 

But the command is not to be pushed beyond 
things lawful. Should either parent require obedience 
from their children in things contrary to the law of 
God— ^things which directly militate against the in- 
terests of their souls, and things plainly sinful in 
themselves; in all such instances, the line of conduct 
which they ought to pursue is evident ; they must 
not hesitate, for a single moment, *^ to obey God 
rather than men/' and abide by the consequences'. 

* Prov. XXX. 17. ** Gen. ix. 21—26. • Eph, vi. 1. 
^Col.iii.20. •Acuy.29. lb. x, 4, 19. 
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And when tke refusal to comply with an unlawful 
command arises from conscientious motives^ God 
will honour those who thus obey him^ and deliver 
them from every harm and evil. 

But children must never forget, that it is not only 
reasonable^ but well-pleasing to God^ that they 
should unreservedly obey their parents in all things 
lawful^ and not manifestly injurious to their spiritual 
welfare^ however disagreeable or unpleasant it may 
be to comply with their will. Such behaviour ho- 
nours the Lord^ who has |ippointed parents to exer- 
cise a just authority over children, for their good 
both here and hereafter. Next to serving God with 
all thar hearts, children cannot take a more certain 
step to secure the Divine blessing, than to submit 
themsdves quietly to the government of their pa* 
rents. 

4. Should parents be unable, through misfortune^ 
or infirmity, or incapacity, or old age, to maintun 
themselves, children are bound, if able, to labour for 
their support, and dius to repay them for that tender 
solicitude with which they nourished them, when they 
were incapable of providing food and raiment for 
tluanselves. So fitr from feeling it a burthen and a 
grievance thus to suf^ort and comfort their infirm, 
ack, impoverished, or aged parents, let children 
esteem it a privil^e as well as a duty : for what child 
is there, who is notdestitute of humanity and religion^ 
but would rqoice to prove as helpful to his needy 
and distressed parents, as they were to him in his 
childhood and youth ? God approves, of this kind of 
gratitude to aged parents and relations in want, by 
marking the neglect of it, not only as a renunda^^ 
tion of the Gospel, but as a crime which maay Pb« 
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gans would abhor. " If any provide not for his own, 
and specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faitb^: and is worse than an infidel V 

'lTim.v.8. 

. liECTURE hXX. 

« , • . • 

ON THE DUTY OF SERVANTS TO THEIR MJ^STERS. 

C!ol« iii« 22. Servants^ chey in dU things pour masiers ac' 
cording to the Jiesh ; not with eye-service^ cts men-pleaserSf 
btit in singleness of heart; fearing God, 

ft 

Sebvants should always remember, that it is God 
who has instituted the different ranks and conditions 
<^f men ; and has appointiedisome to rule over others, 
for the same reason that he has assigned to the seve- 
ral members in the body their separate offices, 
X^WBftky^ior the common ben^t of thd'wkold. It 
is the duty of all to approve of the station which 
God appoints for them, as the best situation in 
which they can be placed^ and to aim at the per* 
formance t)f their peculiar duties with the strictest 
fidelity to God and man. 

1« Servants ace required by God to r^ndera cheer- 
ful obedience to every lawful command of their 
master. The miaintenance and wagt^s' received by a 
Servant are the price which his master pays for his 
time and labour. Common justice, then, requires 
that his orders should be obeyed with alacrity. - St. 
Paul thus exhorts . them : " Servants, obey in all 
things your masters according to the flesh ; not 
with eye-'service, as men-pleasers ; but in singleness 
of heart, fearing God ; and whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing 
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that of the Lord ^e shall receive- th^ reward of the 
inheritance, for ye serve tlie Lord Christ'." 

For servants to refuse to execute the reasonable 
commands of their masters, or to set about them 
with reluctance, and in a sour, sullen, or angry spi- 
rit, is not only the direct way to dishonour God^ 
and provoke their' masters, but to render their ser* 
vice unacceptable, and their persons offensive. 

2. They will use the utmost diligence in the per- 
formanceof their duty, not only in the presence, but 
also in the absence of their masters. They will be 
attentive to the business of their station, from a 
desire to honour God, whose eye is upon them ; as 
wel) as to avoid disgracing the religion which they 
profess, and losing that good name which industry 
and diligence ensure. Of course, to neglect any 
part of their work, and to waste their time in sloth 
and inactivity, is a breach of the contract made with 
their masters, by which they bound themselves to 
render them a true and faithful service ; and it is 
no less contrary to the Divine law, which enjoins on 
all men the punctual fulfilment of every honourable 
engagement. 

3. Servants must be faithful to the trust reposed 
in them, by a strict attention to every thing which 
may conduce to the advantage of their masters. 
They will conscientiously devote their time and skill 
in their service, watching every occasion to consult 
their credit, comfort, and wishes, both in health and . 
sickness. They will be scrupulously honest in thei 
management of the afiairs with which they are en-^ 
trusted, speaking the truth on all occasions. They 
will never enibezzle or steal the property of their 

* Col. iii. 22-25. 
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masters ; nor will they waste it f but^ oh the con* 
trary, by. the exactest frugality, use it with as much 
carefiilness as if it were their own. They will not 
allow any one to defraud their master in the smallest 
matters, by a connivance at his dishonesty, however 
it may be sanctioned by custom, or whatever ill-will 
and contempt they may incur by their conscien* 
tlouspess. Thus speaks St. Paul : '^ Exhort ser- 
vants to be obedient unto their own masters, and 
to please them well in all things ; not answering 
again, not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Sa<- 
viour in all things**." 

4. They must consider it a duty incumbent on 
them to behave respectfully to their masters, whom 
God has set over them. They will study to ^ve 
thenx no offence by word or deed ; but treat them 
with civility and respect, as superiors to whom they 
ought to.be in due subjection. Instead of behaving 
wi^ an unbecoming familiarity, or neglecting their 
orders, **they will count them worthy of all honour," 
and render them tlie best service in their power. 
Nor should servants speak freely to others concern- 
ing the faults of thar masters, or assume the office of 
dictating to them ; for no man can be pleased with 
reproof from one who is bound to submission. It is 
important, also, for them to follow peace with their 
fellow-servants. Though they will not join with 
<Hher5 in injuring or wasting their master's property ; 
yet they will not quarrel with them on every little 
occasion ; nor report and protest against trifles, but 
only against manifest evils. 

5. It is the duty of servants patiently to bear re- 

^ Tit. ii. 9, 10. 
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proof for their faults^ owning they have done wrongs 
and trying in future to amend their conduct. But 
for them to feel deaf to just censure for misbehaviour^ 
and to harden themselves against it^ is a proof of a 
depraved heart, which inclines them to rebel against 
God and man. If, however, servants are blamed 
without cause, rebuked harshly, or treated ill for 
doing well, they should remember the Scripture 
maxims, which direct them not to rise up passion- 
atdy in self-vindication, "by answering again"*;" 
bat to " suffer for it, and take it patiently, because 
this is acceptable with God**." When they can thus 
submit to ill-usage from " conscience toward God," 
they comply with His will, as expressed by the 
Apostle : " Servants, be subject to your masters 
with all fear ; not only to the good and gentle, but 
also to the froward*." 

Instead of being angry at such treatment, servants 
will consider the patience of Christ, " who, when he 
was reviled^ reviled not again ; when he suffered, 
he threatened not ; but committed himself to Him 
that judgeth righteously^ :" and, however faithful 
and pious servants may be neglected by unreason- 
able and insolent masters, their upright and self* 
denying behaviour will procure for them the ap- 
probation of God, who will not fail to reward any 
service done with an eye to the promotion of his 
glory. " Whatsoever good thing any man doeth, 
the same shall he recdve of the Lord, whether he 
be bond or free*." 

• Tit li. 9. * 1 Pet. li. 20. • ib. 18. 

f Eph.vi.8. « 1 Pet.ii.23. 
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LECTURE LX. 

ON THE DUTY OP MASTERS TO THEIR SERVAKTS. 

Col. iv. 1. Masters, give unto your servants that which is jtist 
and equal; knowing that ye aha hxwe a Master in ffeaven. 

Christian principles will incline masters tp esteem 
true piety as a valuable acquisition in a servant 
lyho suits them in other respects. And. in the 
choice of their domestics^ like David, they will seek 
after such as fear God and, keep his corj^imand- 
nients ; knowing how much the comfort of their 
family, and the best interests of their childr^, de- 
pend on faithful, upright servants*. 

The following are the duties which devolve on 
those who have the care of seryants : — 

1 . Masters are required to do justice to their-ser- 
vants ; remembering that maxim of our Lord, 
'^ The labourer is worthy of his hire**." As servants 
exert their strength and ability to promote your 
benefit, they are fairly entitled to a reasonable com- 
pensation. Such is theDivine command : " Masters, 
give unto your servants that which is just and equal ; 
knowing that ye also have a Master in Heaven''; 
to whom you must give an account of the manner 
in which you have acted towards the servants whom 
his providence has placed under your care. 

• " Give them that which is just ;" that is, a reward 
adequate to their service ; and keep not back nor 
defraud them of the wages which you engaged to 
give them. Let them never have to complain of 
having been deprived by you of their proper right, 
but act honestly towards them on all occasions. 

* Psalm ci. 4—8. ^ Luke x. 7. • Col. iv. 1. 
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Take care to provide suitable food for the support 
of their health, and make their situation as com* 
fortable as you can. In case of sickness and in* 
disposition, not only procure help for thetn in their 
work, but proper medical advice, to restore them to 
their former usefulness. 

" A good master will not turn away a faithful ser- 
vant, and send him to an infirmary, because he can* 
not do his accustomed woik, if he have it in his 
power to prevent it; but he will consider, that he 
who hac had the benefit of his skill smd labour^ 
when well, ought to submit to trouble and expense 
for him, when sick. Yea, if he can afford it, he 
will copy the example of our Lord, in respect of 
the aged ; who does not forsake his servants in 
their old age, or when their strength faileth.. He 
will consult the interests of his servants, and be ^ 
sincere friend to them in whatever may tend to their 
comfortable settlement in life.'' 

" Give them that which is equal/* Proportion 
their labours to their natural strength ; and lay no 
burthen upon them whicH they are not able to bear^ 
lest they should be injured by severe and oppi^ssive 
work, and their spirits should be broken. 

2. Behave with kindness to your servants. Mfi* 
sters, do not treat them with disdain, or keep them^ 
at a distance, by uncivil treatment, or by answering^ 
them with harshness, even when they are mistaken | 
neither express to others unfair suspicions concern*"^ 
ing them, nor expatiate on their faults. ^ But enir 
deavour to win them to a sense of duty, when thtf 
do wrong, by mild reproof; and encourage theni 
fer well-doing, by tiding to soften the rigour of ise^• 
litttde, by gentle^ civil, and huinaoe Jietiavioiur | 

TOL. II. H 
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pemembering your servants are feUow-creatureSf 
equally a& estimable in the s^ht of God^ tbeir 
Creator, as yourselves^ 

3. As servants are a part ol his family, im wbieh 
b^ must render an account to God, every master isr 
bound to do all he is able to advance the welfare of 
their souls. He will so arrange his domestic affain 
as to give them every opportunity of worshipping 
Qod on the Sabbath, and not prevent their attend-- 
ance at Church, by company, or visits, or excursiona* 
Not only will masters command their servants tQ 
l^eep the Lord's day holy, but use their authorityi 
ajli^o, for enforcing the observance of it. Masters 
f bould furnish their servants with Bibles, an4 read 
^he Scriptures to them, and join with them in fa* 
Qiily prayer. Nor should any excuse of business on 
pleasure be allowed to interrupt these daily exercises 
9f devotion. 

. Besides, he will press upon all his domestics th^ 
4uty of perusing the Word of God, and praying for 
tb^ii^lves in secret ; that thus the Divine blessing 
may rest upon them, and that tliey may be training 
^p for the spiritual enjoymsents of heaven, which 
God will vouchsafe to all who have loved biitt, wbe-r 
th^r they be masters or servants. 
, After having instructed them in the way of r^t-* 
f^wcrsuess,. he will, in the next place, with a view tei 
ih^ $ame object, deter them from evil, by faithfully 
d04}lftfing the ruinous consequeaces that must ensuQ 
fi)^m a careless or wicked life. H^nce, he will keeji 
^^Qt eye on their principles and morals, and pi:en 
Vf^t their holding intercourse, as much as ppssib^ 
vjith ba4. compaoions. And he wiU not suffei; tbe«i 
V> Hw m any mS^^ haibit» withouit plainly teltivtf 
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them, '^ that the wages of sia is everlasting d(eft(h^ ;* 
which will surely be inflicted on everj impenitent 
loul*. 

4. And, sis masters are often chii^fty in fault 
when the manners of their servants are dissoltftet 
they should ts^e especial care to govern their fa-* 
milies with Christian propriety, and suffer Ho Hb* 
orders there. 

Above all, mastefs! set a pious example to dt 
under your rdoi Abstain from eVery kind of b«H 
tiness and re^reataoia> ooi Uie Sabbath-day, and, b)r 
your regular attendaifice at ilie House of God,, and 
devotions and consistency of behaviour through the 
week, let your servants see that you act honestly 
from conscience towards God; and that from re- 
verence to His law, you. neither talk loosely, swear^ 
indulge in passion, nor live in carelessness and in* 
tenoperance and unrighteousness, as others do. . 

By this exemplary conduct, you will check the 
practice of sin in those about your person, excite 
them to repent, and turn to God ; or, if they should 
obstinately persist in their wickedness, you will 
not be chargeable as accessary to it in the slightest 
degree. 

5. Finally, let each one of us remember, that the 
neglect of others, who owe us obedience, service, 
civility^ and love, to fulfil their obligations to us, 
will not justify us in not performing the duties im* 
posed on us. Though a husband, father, or master, 
should refuse to discharge their respective duties, 
yet their culpable omission of duty will not exempt 
the wife from loving and obeying her husband, the 

* Rom. vi. 23. * Rom. ii. 9. 
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son from honouring and regarding his' parent, and 
the servant from yielding obedience and submitting 
to his master. It must, however, be allowed, that 
an adherence to duty on the one side is more diffi- 
cult when there is a breach of it on the other, and 
renders the performance of it much more acceptable 
to God". 

Let all implore the gracious assistance of God, to 
strengthen them for the conscientious discharge of 
the duties attached to their stations, in order that 
they may be able to glorify their Maker, by doing 
the work which he has given them to perform, 

«! 1 Pet, il 19, 20. 
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LECTURE LXI. 

Off RBLIOIOUS INQUIRY : — ADDRESSED . TO SERIOUS IN- 
QUIRERS^ WITH A VIEW TO ASSIST THEM IN OBTAINING 
THAT KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE TRUTH WHICH 0ON« 
DUCES TO SALVATION. 

Jeremiah 1. 4, 5. Goingy and toeepiHg ; liley shall go, and 

«eeA the Lord their. God, They shaU oak the way to Zum, 

with ikexr faces thithenoard; saying. Come, and let us join 

ourselves to the Lord in apefj)etual covenant that shall not be 

forgotten! 

An inquirer is a person who solicits the advice and > 
direction of others, that he may recover what he has 
lost^ or obtain some good of which he is kiot pos- 
sessed^ and in the attainment of which he expects 
an increase of happiness. 

A serious inquirer after religious knowledge acts' 
from a conviction that he stands in need of heavenly 
wisdom, and of spiritual blessings ; the possession 
of which is necessary to his salvation^ aiid which he 
hopes to acquire by diligent seeking. 

Those peculiar doctrines and duties of the Chris- 
tian religion which form the subject of inquiry have 
been already l^et forth and explained. 

Here it will be proper to notice some of the 
most striking circumstances which distinguish the 
conduct of a sincere inquirer after God from the 
careless indifference of the great majority of men. 
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who are contented to live ^^ without hope and with- 
out God in the world." 

1 • Sincere inquiry about celestial happiness be- 
gins with a deep conviction of our sin, its infinite 
demerit^ and the misery to which it subjects us. 
When a sinner feels the sentence of eternal death 
in himself, he exclaims, *^ Woe is me ! for I am 
undone ; because I am a man of unclean lips\" 

Such a person wiH naturally ask, in words that 
prove the earnest desire of his soul, " What must I 
do to foe saved ''?'" Indeed, it is only where a pro- 
per feeling of the exceeding evil of s!n exists, that 
such questions are proposed. The generality of 
men, unconscious of the guilt of their transgres- 
mons, us well us the actual state of their hearts, 
ima^ne all is right, and thus go on^ heedlessly^ in 
a eottFse of dis^obedience to God. They do not 
suspeet the delusion vt^ich Satan practises on theiti, 
by lulling them into a false repose, which will ter- 
minate'ia endless perdition, if the grace of God do(» 
apt awaken them, by a tipidy repentancej from thdr 
ledJbai^<^ unconoerp, 

)3ut the serious inquirer after G^d is roused from 
his former state of apathy. He is excited to examine 
HiiQself^that be 'may know the worst of his condition, 
i^d fipd a remedy adequate to his wants. When be 
i^vlews his past behaviour towards God, he frankly 
OQpfesses, ^^ I have gone astray like a lost sheep ""$" I 
have wandered far from the path of happiness. I 
£o<Hi^ly expected that I should have found pleasure 
i|i the indulge^i^e of my passions ; but I have been de-* 
ceived ; whilst I have rebelled against the Lord^ and 
incensed his anger agamst me. I have i^antonly 
trodd^ his. law under my feet ; and| in consequenee 
fiw^fp I feel myself justly liable to its ourse ; anid 
^ Isa. vt. 5. ^ Acts xvL 80. * Psaim cxiz« 17& 
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that, without some mode of atonement to appeasft 
the wmth of God which is kindled against me, t 
must suffer tlie just desert of my iniquities^ and 
" dwell with everlasting burnings.*' 

2. Such a persuasion of guilt on the one sideband 
h fearful apprehension of deserved wrath on the 
other,constrain the awakened sinner to inquire, " Ho# 
can the vengeance of God, which is coming upon me, 
be averted ? Is there any way of escape ? Whither 
shall I fly for refuge ? Who shall deliver me from the 
bitter pains of eternal death ?" Thus he asks counsel, 
and is willing to receive the friendly advice of any 
one who can tell him how his grief is to be assuaged, 
and his soul healed, by a reconciliation with his 
Maker* A true peniteilt looks on sucji a counsellor 
with more than common regard, and receives his 
instructions with a willing and grateful mind. As H 
bewildered traveller is thankful to a fiiend who putii 
him in the way which leads to the place where he is 
journeying, so will a man who is conscious of having 
forsaken God, and lost the path of bFiss, consider 
himself under infinite obligations to that spiritual 
guide, whd, compassionating his ignorance and mi- 
sery, assists him to retrace his steps, and return to 
the fold of happiness. 

3. Anxiety to know the way to heaven makes the' 
sincere inquirer ready to submit, with implicit confi* 
dence, to the instructions of his teacher. Renounc- 
ing his own wisdom, he is not ashamed to solicit tbe 
directions of those who are qualHied to instruct him 
ttt the things which conduce to his everlasting peace. 
Like the Eunuch^ he will say, '* How can I know th^ 
will of God, except some man should guide me* ?** 
or, like Cornelius, who, although he had made some 

* Actsviit. 31. 
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advances in religious knowledge^ sent for the Apostte 
P(jter, to learn from his niouth those tmths relating; 
to. the Gospel of Christ with which he was before but 
imperfectly acquainted'*'*; the seeker after God will 
be truly thankful for further information : or, like 
Mary, solely bent on promoting the interests of his 
fioul^ he will sit at the feet of Christ, and listen to his 
divine instructions; which are able to make him wise 
unto salvation. He will duly value the advice of the 
most humble Christian, whose life and conduct he i& 
henceforth resolved to imitate; and, choosing the. 
godly man as his companion and friend, he will say 
with David, All my delight is in the saints that are in. 
the earth, and in such as excel in virtue*. 

4. Whilst, however, the humble seeker after 
God profits by the kind directions of others, he 
connects, with their admonitions, his own endea- 
vours to obtain the inestimable blessing which he is 
pursuing. Now he will search the divine records of 
Scripture dayand night; and constantly pander them 
in his mind, in order that he may discover the method 
by which he may find rest to his burthened souL 

• And what effect is produced by the discovejies 
which he makes from the Bible? At one time, he 
hears the terrible denunciations of the Law, which 
alarm and affright him. At another, he reads therein 
the sweet and alluring strains of Gospel mercy. The 
former excite his fears ; the latter calm and remove 
them, by reviving in his soul a hope of pardon. Dis- 
satisfied until he realizes the object of his pursuit, he 
" lays aside every weight, and the sin which most 
easily besets him, and presses toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
5« In this course of religious inquiry, he uncea&« 
*•* Acts X. 1—48. • Psalm xvi. 3. 
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ingly perseveres, till, in God*s appointed time^he re- 
ceives the light and connfort which have been so ar- 
dently sought : then the Holy Ghost renews his soul 
in righteousness, and enjables him to dp the will of 
God. Pardon of his offences, however numeroiMi 
or SiggrKVditing they have been, is freely and fully 
granted ; he is accepted and justified by faith in 
Christ ; he daily advances in knowledge and good^ 
ness : and thus he obtains the peace of God, and is 
made a partaker of every benefit, both te^lporl^ 
and spiritual, of Christ's redemption ^ 

Now that his tears, prayers, and efforts, arc 
crowned with the desired success, through the tender 
mercy of God in Christ, his state and prospects are 
materially changed. Before, he was an outcast, ex- 
pelled from paradise, and a child of misery. Now^ 
he is become the son of God Most High, and an 
heir .of heaven. Already he possesses a rich foretaste 
of the bright " inheritance reserved in heaven for 
him^ which is incorruptible, undefiled,, and fadeth 
not away.*' Thus, his former sorrow i§ turned into 
joy, which is " unspeakable and full of glory." 

Surely an end so blessed is more than a recom- 
pence for the labour &nd solicitude which is necessary 
to arrive at it. When the redeemed sinner reaches 
the mansions of eternal felicity, and sees the glory 
prepared for him, and the torments which he hieis 
escaped, he will forget the little trials of the way, 
and give unceasing thanks to God, '^ that his light 
afflictions, which have been but for a moment, have 
worked out for him a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory/^" Oh, let every one diligently pursue 
the Christian calling ! because it leads its followers 
to blessedness the most durable and satisfying. 

5 Rom. V. 1—6. " Eph. i. 7—20. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 
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6. Render t whilst y6n will not hesitate to ftddik 
the wisdom of making the pursuit of religion ilh 
object df the iir^t importtince^ examine yourselfi 
whether you do tiot stand condemned of negligence 
in this high coneerm Instead of inquiring after your 
Makeri frbm wliom you have deeply reVirft^d, ahd 
«eeking to regain the seat in heaven whieh you bavfc 
kst^ do you not suffer yourself 16 be engaged about 
the merest trifles of time — about objects whi(ih are 
lighter than vanity, from which you must soon be for 
ever separated ? Your indifference is highly culpa^ 
ble ; for your are letting slip the precious opportu* 
tiity afforded you, of gaining the unsearctiable riches 
of Christ. DtBih is hastening on> and you are uiv- 
pi'epared. Refleet on your deplorable state. Aliena- 
ted from God J to whom you are an enemy by wicked 
Works, unfit to stand tl^jfore the judgment-seat of 
Christ/ wtmt will become of you> if you die in the 
same ignorance, and Uhbeliefj, and enmity to God^ in 
Which jrou have lived ? Why, vou must perish for 
ever. Oh, awake ! and pray vov repentance^ that 
you may loVe God, and regain his favour. 

7. But are you one of those who ate Inquiring 
^ (fee way to Zion with their faces thitherward'.** 
Do you sincerely desire to know Jesus Christ, who 
h the "way, tiie ti-uth, and the life**;" the way 
to God, and everlasting happiness ? Do you say> 
frofh the bottom of your heart, *^ Oh that I knew 
where I might find Him ! that I might come even 
Unto his seat I I would order my cause before 
him, and fill my mouth with arguments'." If thil 
he the wish of your soul, then you have abundant 
encouragement from the Saviour to advance still 
further in the knowledge of God* The promises of 

'i€fA.4fi^6. ^Johniur.S. ' Job xi^iii. 9^. 



THE K170WLED0B CONIMICIVfi TO SALTATION. Itt 

ismstnnce which he has kft on record^ should incline 
you to go forward in the way in which you have set 
out. '^ If any man will do hiii will, he shall know 
«f the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
tpeak of iriyself "." His treatment of the Syrophe- 
ttidan woman ^ evidently proves, that however long 
tie may think fit to exercise our failh and patience^ 
he will not send us empty away, if we earnestly im* 
plore his benediction. 

Consider, then, ye who are truly seeking after 
God, the advantageous ground which you occupy. 
That conviction which you have of your sinfulness^ 
ignorance, wants, and danger ; and that desire which 
you feel to return to the way of righteousness ; is 
mdeed a woxk of the Holy Spirit, which he will 
carry on and complete, if you encourage his gracious 
influences. He has already taught you the evil of 
your hearts, in order to prepare you for the recep- 
tion oi his sanctifying grace, whereby you may ac* 
i|iure that ^^ holiness, without which no man shall 
•ee the Lord^" In proportion as Vou act confor«- 
tnably to the teaching of the Spirit, you will con- 
stantly improve in wisdom, truths and goodness ; 
your faith in Christ wUl be. confirmed; -your hopes 
brightened ; your love increased ; and your progress, 
in every Christian virtue, will be visible to all men. 

Be diligent in the use of appointed means ; such as, 
prayer, reading the Scriptures', and attendance on 
Ordinances; which, through the Di vine Ue8Silig,nou<- 
Ash in our souls the life of faith and righteousness. 

Remember, that religion has its beginning, pro- 
gress, and perfection. The little you know already 
toncerning it^ should excite in you an earnest desire 
to be better acquainted with its nature, design, and 
teildency. It has blessings to communicate b^ond 

•John vii. 1 7. ^ Mat. xv. 22—29; ' Heb. xii. 14* Hosea vi. 3. 
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all estimation — peace for the troubled, joy for tiw 
sorrowful, and complete happiness for the wretch^ 
soul. 

If you want an antidote for the miseiies of life,yoa 
will find it in the faith and consolations of the Gospel; 
which opens to the view of the sincere Christian, a 
state of rest and satisfaction in heaven, where God 
/^ shall wipe away all teajrs from his eyes 

" Rey. vu. 14—17. 



11 »> I 

! 



LECTURE LXIL 

Mark viii. S4>. Whosoever will eome cjier tne^ let him deny hinh' 
self, arid take up his cross, andfoUow me. 

ON THE MATURE AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE CHRISTUV 

LIFE. 

In order to conduct an enterprise with success, itb 
as requisite to provide against difficulties that may 
defeat our plans, as to contemplate the advantages 
which may result from our efforts. A foresight and 
Icnowledge of the one will preserve us from rashness 
«nd false security.; and a view of the otlier mil 
stimulate us to persevere, under the greatest &Sr 
couragements, in the hope of realizing the elyect 
we are seeking to obtain. 

So, in : prosecuting the Christian life, it i^ill be 
prudent to expect pains, as well as pleasures ;.trialS9 
as well as comforts and privileges. It is true that, 
simply considered, " Wisdoms ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her pathsare peace*;*' yet it is 
equally certain, that^ in adhering closely to her holy 
dictates, ^' we must suffer persecution''." 

Our Great Master, Who fully understands the 
• Prov. iU. 13—19. . ^ 2 Tim. ui. 12. 
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tiature of his spiritual kingdom on earth, prepares 
bis. followers for that kind of treatment which will 
require the exercise of patience, when he affirms, ^^ In 
the world ye shall have tribulation ; but be of good 
cheer: I have overcome the world V Yet,upon a just 
comparison, it will be evident that the inconveniences 
attending a Sincere profession of godliness in this life 
areas nothing, in respect of the glorious reward which 
awaits the devoted servants of Jehovah in that which 
is to come. /^ For I reckon that the suiferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us **." ", For 
our light affliction, which is but for a moment 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory ; while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal ; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal^.*' 

J^rom these statements of Christ anji his Apostle, 
we learn, that it is. expedient for those who would 
become Christians indeed, and obtain the blessing of 
thei^ divine Master, to sit down, and count the cost, 
in prder that they may be disposed to bear the cross 
patiently ; and to submit, with cheerfulness, to any 
sacrifices which an unshaken attachment to Christ 
may demand. Our Lord requires this testimony of 
affection from his disciples, *' Whosoever will come 
«fter me, let him deny himself, and take up hb cross, 
and follow me V . 

The very similitudes used by the holy Penmen, in 
describing the nature and requisitions of the Chris- 
tian life, should prepare those who engage in it, to 
expect that, they will have to encounter dangers he* 
fodre diey can receive its. everlasting recompence^. 

• John xyi. S8. ' Rom. yiiu 18. * 2 Cor. ir. 1 7> 18. 
5 Mark viii. 34. " Gal. vL 9. 
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I . It is 6et forth as a journey, which must be 
prosecuted with the utmost activity, patience, and 
perseverance. The road to heaven lies through the 
wilderness of this world, which presents a thoasand 
difficulties to the Christian traveller, which grace 
only can enable him to surmount. Those who walk 
carelessly, and unconcernedly, perish in their itii- 
quities. *^ Wide is the gate, and broad is the way 
tliat leadeth to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat $ because strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way which leadeth unto lif^, and few there be 
that find it*." They, howfevel-, Who, in reliance upon 
the assistance of God, strive to walk stedfeatly in 
the path of righteousness which he has consecrated 
for them, will assuredly reach th^ happy place which 
they are seeking. ^' He will guide them by his 
aounsels, and afterward receive them to glory ^." 

Still, it is incumbent on thote pilgrims who hav^ 
set out on the road to Zion, constantly to remember, 
that, although they have made some progress^ yet 
much of the journey remains to be performed ; *' fot 
tfiey are not yet come to the rest and to the inhert<- 
tance which the Lord their God giveth them '.^ 
*^ They have need, therefore, of patience, and a con- 
tinuance in well-doing, that after they have done 
the will of God, they might recei?e the promise"." 

Let not the pious soul, who is asking the way to 
Zion, be dispirited, as if the journ^ was too long, or 
too tedious to be performed. Though the road to 
celestial glory may sometimes be strewed with 
thorns, yet, here and there, roses are scattered^ to 
refresh the eye, and cheer the soul of the heavenly 
traveller. And if he contemplate, but for an houri 
the bright prospect placed before him, and 



Jt Matt. vil. IS/ 14. * Psalm Ixxii; 24.. 1 Tim. H. 1-^. 
*Deut. xii. 9. ^ Hek x. S6-'39. 
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:tterndl recompence which Giwalts him when he ar^ 
rives at his blissful home, he may well '* go on hii 
way tejoicing, even in tribulation.*] 

Let not, then, the Christian pilgrim think of te^ 
posing on the enchanted ground of this world ; but 
be inarching forward, with firm and unwavering 
steps, towards heaven ; in full persuasion of th^ 
fiiet, ^' that here he has no continuing city^ hot 
should seek one to come *"•" 

2. The Christian life is spoken of as a waifare ; 
and every one who enters on its duties^ is denoiiii«> 
nated a soldier ^^. 

. Now such a Course of warfare implies, that th^ 
followers of Jesus have enemies to resist, a battle 
\6 'fight, and a victory to gain, which will afford 
ihem ample reward for their si^eal and valour in his 
•ervice. 

The character^ power, matice, and subtlety of the 
believer's foes are thus represented i " We wrestle 
kiot against flesh and blood (only) ^ but against prin<^ 
dpalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickednesi 
in high places */* This description of the number and 
potency and resources of our spiritual enemies, shews 
us the necessity of possessing a wisdom, strength, 
and eourage^ not dur own ; that we may be enabled td 
defeat their malignant attacks, and secure the crowA 
of rejoicing provided for the faithful Christian* 

Happily for lis, we are not left to engage in th<i 
MnAict alone. We have, in Christ, an omnipotent 
leader, who will animate every one of his faithful 
soldiers by his presence and gracious assistan^re, and 
conduct them both to a conquest and a crown. 

Moreover, *' the weapons of our war&re are not 

^ Heb. xiii. 14. ^ 2 Tim. ii. 8, 4. >'£ph. vi. Id. 
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carnal, . but mighty, through God, to the puUing' 
down of strong^holds ; casting down imagination), 
and every high thing which exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God ; and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ ^T 

Let not, then, the weakest Christian despair of 
victory, over all the enemies that are leagued against 
his soul ; because they that be for him are m<»e 
than they who are against him°. 

All, however, who will ensure success in the eon- 
test with the world, the flesh, and the Devil, "must 
strive lawfully,*' and use those weapons, offensive and 
d^ensivcj which the wisdom of the Lord has provided 
for the protection of his servants in the day of battle. 
•* Wherefore, take unto yourselves the whole armour 
of 'God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day ; and having done all, to stand. Stand, therefore/ 
having your loins girt about with truth, and having on 
the breastplate of righteousness, and your feet shod 
mth the preparation of the Gospel of peace ; above 
allj taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God ; praying al« 
ways, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto, with all perseverance, and 
supplication for all saints ^T 

Furnished with such spiritual armour, multitudes, 
who are now enjoying in heaven the fruits of their 
triumphs, and many who are still on. earth, have 
defied and vanquished every foe. And doubtless we, 
however defenceless in ourselves, may succeed by 
the same means ; ^^ for the Lord^s hand is not short- 
toed, that it cannot save ; nor his ear heavy,, that 

- 2 Cor. X. *, S. ■ 1 John ir. 4. • Eph. vi. 1 3—1 9^ 
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it cannot bear ^." He will, as he has promised, mosi 
assuredly assist, with his mighty grace, every one 
who is desirous ^^ to fight the good Hght of faith* and 
lay hold on eternal life"*;" and, finally» he will bring 
them qS more than conquerors, in every conflict* 
'' No weapon that is formed against thee Srhall pro- 
sper ; and every tongue that shall rise against thee 
in judgment, thou shalt condemn. This is the he- 
ritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righte^ 
ousness is of me, saith the Lord^" 

The rewards and honours annexed to victory, in 
the pious contest with sin and darkness, are of so 
glorious a nature, that they may well excite a desire 
in. every heart to ejngage in it. Does the victor, 
m an earthly conflict, think himself fully recom* 
pens.ed for his toil and exposure of life, when he 
hears that his exploits have been applauded by his. 
fellow-creatures ; though, at no very distant period, 
his fanie may be forgotten, or lie buried in the annals' 
of time? But what bright and imperishable honours 
do they obtain, whose holy conduct God approves,^ 
and whose fidelity Christ compensates with a reward 
incalculably great! " To him that overcometh, will 
I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down in my Father's throne*.'* 

3. The Christian calling is further likened to a 
race, in which a man can only succeed by making 
the i^ost strenuous eflbrts. 

In the Grecian games, to which such frequent alia* 
rion is made by St. Paul, the victors did not expect 
to be crowned, without extraordinary perseverance, 
a^lity, and skill. In running the heavenly race, we 
must imitate their self-denial, patience, diligence, 
and determination, if, indeed, we would bear off the 

»Iw.lix.l. 11 Tim. vi. 12. 'Isa.liv.l7. •Rer.iU.jgU 



ftelm af rictoffr. When we consider how many £ffi- 
e«iUies and innpediments are thrown in the way, to 
Under our progress ; how many try to supplant, or 
to frighten us from the course \ and how manifoM 
are the evils to be surmounted, before we can reach 
the goal ; we have need of Divine aid to secure ^Uhe 
jprize of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus/* 

Suitable preparation must he made, before we 
enter on the course. As racers put off any outside 
garments that would retard their progress, so Chris^ 
tians are directed ^^to lay aside every weight, and the 
tin which doth so easily beset them, and to run with 
patience the race which is set before theni, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher >of their faith ; 
who, for the joy that was set before him, endured 
^e cross, despising the shame ; and is set down at 
tiie right-hand of the throne of God*.*' 

And when we set out, the greatest watchfulness 
is requisite. We must take every prudent step to 
frustrate the designs of our s{Mritual enemies^ lest 
they should allure us* by flattering promises, or 
deter us by threatenings, from prosecuting our 
heavenly journey. ^' Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the Devil, as a roaring lion, walkelli 
about, seeking whom he may devour*." 

Further; the greatest ardour and perseverance 
wte necessary, for prosecuting the heavenly calling 
with success. Racers exert every nerve to win the 
prize^ Nor let us imagine that we can come off 
conquerors, unless we combine, with patience and 
persevering zeal, the most vigorous efforts. We are 
exhorted to imitate their actatity, and to bring a 
measure of their spirit into our conduct : '* So run^ 
Ibat ye may obtain''/* 

* Heb. xii. 1,2. • 1 Pet. ▼. 8, 9. M Cor. ix. Si. 
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And surely the Gospel siiggests the most irre- 
mtible motiyes to exerUon. The highest regard 
(ditained by the victors in the Olympic Gaines i¥aa 
a perishable wreath of olive or parsley. But the 
Christian conqueror obtains " an incorruptible 
erown, that fadeth not away;*^ an imperit^hable 
laurel, which will survive the grave^ and flourish 
throughout eternal ages. 

The exploits of victors, in human conflicts, are 
lang by Poets, and handed down to posterity by 
public records ; but the triumphs of the failiifid 
&ciple6 of Jesus are chaunted by angels, and re- 
corded in the everlasting annals of heaven''"! 
The foregoing exhibition of the nature of the Chris** 
tian life will convince us that the requirements of 
Christ, from his obedient servants, are just and rea-i 
sonable: ^^ Whosoever will come after me, let him 
deny himself , and take up his cross, and follow me." 

4. The Christian must " deny himself." The sol-? 
dier, ivho fights with a hope of gaining a victory over 
the enemies of his country ; the traveller, who b 
anxious to accomplish his journey ; and the racer, 
who strives to outrun his competitor ; deem it prur 
dent to submit to discipline, privation, and toil, as 
means which conduce to the ends which they ret 
speetively propose to themselves. 

And shall those who engage in an heavenly callr 
tng be unwilling to exercise self-denial, to curb ir* 
regular appetites ; and to forego those guilty and 
forbidden pleasures, which hinder them from *^ run^ 
mng the race which is set before them ?" We affix 
but little value to the joys of heaven, if we do not 
deem it worth our while to mi^e those sacrifices 
whieh the Gospel requires, to secure them« 

^ Aakn exH. 6. 
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Liet us, then, be ready, at the request of our Lord 
and Saviour, to abandon every pernieious way, how- 
ever pleasurable and profitable it niay have been, 
and to cultivate those habits of holiness and temper- 
ance which '^ bring a man peace at the last.*" 
^^ Dearly beloved, I beseech you, as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain^ from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul*." 

• 5. The Christian is required to " take up his cross.** 
If we range ourselves under the banners of Chris^ 
we shall most assuredly have a cross to bear^ a con- 
fiictto maintain with the powers of darkness^ who 
will not suffer us to take possession of the promised 
land, without harassing us every step of the way 
thither. ^^ It is through much tribulation we must 
enter the kingdom." We can hiardly trace the Church 
of Christ, at any period of its existence, but through 
scenes of suffering and trial. From the time of Abel 
to this day, the world has treated true piety either 
with cold indifference, or profane contempt^ or open 
persecution. As in the earliest ages of religion, 
^^ he that was born after the flesh, persecuted him 
that was born after the Spirit," even so it is now**. 

Christians must, therefore, take up the cross^ tread 
in the steps of their suffering Lord, ^^ and go forth 
unto him, without the camp, bearinghis reproach'.*^ 
When any trial, loss, contempt, or persecution arises 
for Christ's sake, let us neither shun nor dread it ; 
acting as cowards, who desert their post in the hour 
of danger ; " but let us rather fight nianfuUy under 
the standard; of Christy and continue his faithful sol* 
diets and servants unto the end of our lives.'' 

To make us patient and submissive under the eiosSi 
whatever it may be^ only let us think of the intense 

» 1 Pet. ii. i 1. »« Gal. iv. 29. » Heb, xiU. IS. 
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igony of Christ) and hoiv cheerfully "he bare our 
•ins, in his Own body, on tlie tree ;' who, " when he 
was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, he 
threatened not ; but committed himself to Him who 
judgeth righteously*." And, if we compare our suf- 
ferings with those of the primitive Christians, and 
Martyrs and Confessors, how trifling and dispro- 
portionate will they appear ! " Some of them were 
tortured ; others had trial of cruel mockings and 
scourgings ; yea, moreover, of bonds, and imprison- 
ment.; they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword ; they wan- 
dered about in sheepskins and goatskins ; being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented ; (of whom the world 
was not worthy t) they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens, and caves of the earth *." 

6. Christians must follow Christ, their Lord, in the 
regeneration. Jesus has marked out the path in 
which he invites his professed servants to walk. 
Whithersoever he goeth, they should be willing to 
attend him, accounting it honourable to tread in his 
iteps **. If he call them to pass through the furnace 
of affliction, or the fire of persecution, they must nort 
turn aside, but resolutely follow him, even unto the 
greatest suffering, or to death itself. In all their 
trials, his courageous and faithful followers may fully 
calculate upon the support of their Lord and Master; 
who is aware of the succour they need, whilst de- 
fending his righteous cause. He promises, there- 
fore to comfort his Church under her sufferings, for 
Ws sake. " When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
fhall riot overflow thee : when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned^ neither shall tht 

■ I Pet. ii. 23* * Jtteb. xi. 33—40. •• John x. 27, 2». 
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flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord tby 
God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Savroup**." 

Again ; we must imitate Christ\s holy example. 
What love to God and man, even to bis most stowed 
fees — what devotion of soul, what seif-demal» what 
patience, meekness, temperance, and forgiveness — in 
B word, what a bright.constelkttion of heavenly vir- 
tues shone forth in the conduct of Jesus I It is the 
duty of bis disciples frequently to medkate on the 
fife of Christ, and the rich assemblage of exeeOendei 
which he displayed, that they may see in him what 
they should endeavour to become tbemselvea. And| 
although they can never expect to arrive at sueh a 
measure of perfection; as Christ did, who was without 
spot or blemish, stUl, they should study to resembk 
him as much as possible ; because their happiness 
win increase or d&minish, in* proportion to the degree 
in which they are conformed to him. And^ testiy, 
an obedience to his commands will be requisite^ to 
constitute us followers of the lowly Jesus. It wiO 
he of no use ^' to call him Lord, Lord,*' or to make 
ever such loud professions of respect for his name, 
^ if we do not the things which he commands as ^'* 

Let us, as devoted servants, be always ready 
to obey our Divine Master, even in things which 
oppose our self-love, pride, and vain-glory; as weH 
as in those particulars of our duty, where compliMicc 
is more easy. We are not ta single out one com^ 
mand in prefei^ence to auotlier ; but to do, in sin* 
cerity, all things, whatsoever he enjoins us ^. 

7. By thus acting, we shall certainly approve our- 
selves to Christ, who will amply recompense the 
Ibve, the zeal, and fidelity of his people. Nothing 
we have done, ta promote his glory or to comply 
:>9.Daa.iu. 18— SO. *Lukevi.46^ '1 Tim. v. SI. 
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vitb his mW, shall be forgotten, or rennuB unrer 
warded, '^ in the day when he cometh to make up 
his jewels*"* Then be will acknowledge us as 
friends^ in the presi^nce of God and his holy angels ; 
and say unto us, ^' Well done, good and faithful 
servants I enter ye into the joy of your. Lord/' 



LECTURE LXIIL 

ON THE DESIGN AND IMPORTANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN 

RELIGION. 

Luke zix. 10. JPar the San of Man is cometo ndt andio jovt 

theU which was lost 

Christianity only requires to be better known, in 
order to its being more fully appreciated^ If men 
either desjHse or neglect it, it is because tliey do 
not understand its excellence. '^ If our Gospel be 
bid, it is hid to them that are lost ; in whom' the 
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not/ lest the light of the glorious 
Grospel of Christ, who is the ini^ge of God^ should 
shine mnto tliem *." 

But whether men can discern the value of 
Christ's religion, or its lustre be concealed froni 
their view, still it is intended, by its Divine Founder^ 
as a remedy for the miseries which sin has oc* 
easioned* That it is well calculated to answer this 
merciful purpose, will be manifest fiom the slightest 
examination of its doctrines, precepts, provisionSi 
•onsolations, and promises. 

As soon as our Saviour commenced bis roii^stry^ 
he aiHieunced, iq. his public and private discourses, 
the p^at object of his mission : ^^ I am come to seel( 

^9Cor.iv.S,4u 
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and to save that which is lost**/' Under this hiimi* 
liating description the whole race of Adam is in- 
cluded. ** We had all gone astray, like lost sheep," 
^' and turned everyone to his own way;" when Jesus, 
pitying our low estate^ came to bring us back to 
God, and to himself, ^' the Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls V 

All who submit to his easy and peaceful yoke are 
thereby rescued, from the dominion of the prince of 
darkness, and brought into the marvellous light of 
the Gospel. Hence those, in whose hearts *' Christ 
is formed as the hope of glory,*' become spiritually 
wise, holy, and happy. 

] • It is the professed object, then, of Christianity, 
to render us wise unto salvation. By nature we 
betray an entire ignorance of the spirituality of God, 
and of heavenly things. Men manifest the truth of 
this assertion, by the manner in which they treat 
God, violate his commands, and neglect his service ; 
and by the wretched substitutes which they invent 
for genuine piety. 

Some fearlessly transgress against him, just as if 
Jie were altogether unconcerned whether they do 
good or evil. Others act as if he would be satis- 
fied with any kind of obedience, though it be ever 
so partial or defective"*. 

The Gospel is designed to rectify these dangerous 
mistakes, by giving us a proper knowledge of God, 
and his salvation. It imparts to a believer a divine 
light, to guide his soul into the way of peace. 

2. Men become holy through an acquaintance with 
the fundamental principles ot Christ's religion. The 
knowledge of God has a purifying influence. " Sanc- 
tify them through Thy truth : Thy word is truth**"*." 
*Lu.xix.lO. « Pet. i. 2,25. *Markvii.6— 10. *»Jo.X¥U.24. 
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If tve desire to have the depravity which is natural 
to our hearts checked, and the pollution which it 
occasions washed away, we must suffer Christianity 
to captivate us, and to govern our lives. Its bene* 
ficial tendency to restore the lost purity of our souls, 
IS seen in its effects on true believers. In them, it 
leads to righteousness and peace. By the grace of 
Christ vouchsafed to them, they are strengthened tp 
live to God in habits of faith and piety. 

If we pant after conformity to God, let us seek it 
through the assistance of the Holy Spirit, who 
cleanses the heart from all unrighteousness, by the 
application of the word of truth, the Gospel of our 
salvation. By his operations, holy desires are awak^^ 
cned in the souls of believers, who are thus excited 
to love and serve the Lord of Heaven. In this way, 
the Christians, to whom St. Peter especially ad^ 
dressed himself," hnd purified their souls in obey- 
ing the truth, through the Spirit, unto unfeigned 
love both of God and of the brethren %*" 

3. The ultimate design of the Gospel is, to make 
us happy. We are by nature and practice miserable 
sinners. This is a melancholy fact, whidH'we do not 
"hesitate to admit in our confessions ; though many 
are displeased with being told so by the Ministers of 
Christ. Yet we iriust become sensible of the affect- 
ing truth, if we would duly value the redemption of 
Christ, wliifch i's the gteat antidote for all the sorrows 
to which sin has subjected us. Jesus^ by virtue of 
his high commission, came into the world " to bear 
our sins, and to take away our infirmities." " The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because the 
LK)rdhath anointed me to preach good tidings unto 

• 1 Pet. i. 22-24. 
VOL. 11. I 
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%he meek ; He bath sent tne to bind vp the brokeiH' 
hearted, to comfort all that mourn, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise £or. the spirit of heaviness ; tha^ 
they might b^ called trees 9f righteousness, the 
planting of the I^rd, that He might be glorified V' 

Now, when a penitent sinner comes to Christ by 
faith, he does experience his readiness to save 
him from those sins which have excited the displea- 
sure of God against him, and to give him ^^ joy and 
Pfsace In believiqg^/' The happiness which the 
knowledge of his salvation imparts, is great b^pnd 
description. The fiiiU pardon which he receives of 
all his ^ansgressiops, and the foret«»te which he 
possesses of glory to be more fully realized here- 
after, afford a sQ^Fce of satis&ction and de%ht 
which nothing c^n exceed* 

4. How important^ then, is the Gospel of Christ ! 
which comes, as an ayigel of mercy, with healing 
under his brings, to remove our diseases, and restore 
our spiritual health. It raises us from the death of 
sin to the life of righteousness, in order that it 
may make us heirs of bKss, and ^^ociate us with 
glorified beings, in the service of God, and tl^^ en- 
joyment of his heavenly kingdom. 

How wretched would the world be without Chris- 
tianity ! Involved in the most d^lorabie do^rloiesS) 
destitute of the knowledge of God, of Christy ^^d of 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, it would inevitably 
perish in its sins^ 

But, now, the vilest transgressors m^y fipd th^ 
.way to heaven through the %ht of Go^p^ truth- 
jBven the outcasts mi^y hear the inviting -saQ^d of 
' Isa. Ixi. 1_4. " Malt. ^i. 28-^SO. t Luke i. 79. 
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mer^y and live, if they will forsake their evil doings^ 
and serve God in sincerity and truth''. 

Is it not clear, then, that the Gospel is just such 
a scheme of salvation as is suited to the wants and con- 
dition of mankind? How rich are its provisions! how 
free its benefits, extending to every contrite heart** ! 

5. Would you, Reader, partake of the feast which 
God has provided for perishing souls ? Then you must 
b^ conscious of your lost, dark, dead, and condemned 
state. Without this conviction for sin, you can never 
receive the glad tidings of salvation with joy and 
exultation. But whftther ^ou are sensible or not of 
your spiritual necessities, stiJQ it remains '^ a faithful 
sa)dng, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners ^^Z' 

6. Christianity ought, therefore, to be universally 
esteemed ; because the sincere belief of its doctrines^ 
and the practice of its sacred precepts, prepare men 
for mansions of bliss in heaven. * There is no other 
road to glory. Every plan which men can devise to 
save their souls from the guilt azKl dominion and 
punishment' of sin, will certainly fail, and bring ever- 
lasting confusion on those who obstinately confide in 
them • Let none of us, then, fight against God, by 
opposing the progress of Divine truth ; which ^^ is a 
lamp unto our feet, and a light to our path^." 

• Angels, who have no personal interest in the re- 
demption of Christ, discover an ardent desire to pry 
into its iuUime mysteries ^ How does their ardour 
reprove our coldness^ who can hear of the dying 
love of Christ, and yet be unmoved ; and of the hap- 
piness which he offers us^ and yet be unwilling to 
stretch forth our hands to accept it ! 

w Isa. xxvii. 13. *» Rev. xxii. 17. " 1 Tim. 1. 15. 

• AcUi¥. 12. 3dii. S8--42. ^ Ps. cxix. 105. > 1 Pet. i. 12. 
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LECTURE LXIV. ^ 

. ON THE SALVTABT EFFECTS OF CHKISTIANtTlT. 

Rom. L 16. lam not ashamed of the Gospdqf Christ ; for U 
is the power of God unio salvation to every one that believeth j 
to the Jewjirstf and also to the Greek* 

The gracious intentions of the Founder of the Chris* 
tian Religion hav^ not been frustrated. Although 
the general success of his Gospel has not been co^ 
extensive with its efficacy, yet it has, in every age 
since its publication, obtained very considerable 
triumphs over the idolatry, superstition^ ignorance, 
prejudice,* and wickedness of the world. And, in* 
deed, in exact proportion as its dictates are obeyed, 
men will become holy, piouls, honest, merciful, and 
benevolent. These remarks will be confirmed by 
reviewing the effects which have actually been pro-* 
duced by the preaching of the cross of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

] . In the first and second centuries of the Christian 
era, a mighty influence attended the promulgation 
of Divine truth. The Heathen oracles were silenced* 
The folly of Paganism was fully exposed. Temples 
which had long been devoted to idol-worship were 
deserted ; and those barbarous and absurd super-* 
stitions, by which Satan had so long enslaved man- 
4(ind, were exploded in some countries, and in others 
were fast sinking into neglect and disuse. Not only 
was the kingdom of darkness shaken to its founda- 
tions ; but the human mind was greatly enlightened 
by Divine truth," with a more correct knowledge of 
its various duties, whether civil, domestic, or reli- 
gious : so that, in the course of a few hundred'years 
after the ascension of our blessed Lord, there was 
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Hardly a region, of the then known worlds which 
had not heard the Gospel, and, in some degree, 
submitted to its powerful influence. Now, although 
the saving effects produced by this general diffusion 
of Christian knowledge might have been partial and 
limited, yet there can be no doubt but that the re.- 
ception of the Gospel contributed in no small de- 
gree to enlighten the nations which embraced it, 
tjo soften the savage customs and manners of the 
people, and to give them habits of industry, and 
^ taste for the cultivation of usefiil arts. 

2. The signal reformation effected in our own 
country by the introduction of Christianity, places 
its efficacy in a striking light. Our forefathers were 
idolaters, who stained their altars with the blood of 
their sons and daughters, whom they offered as sa- 
crifices, to pacify the wrath of imaginary gods, made 
of wood, stone, or brass. But they were prevailed 
pn to abandon those cruel and abominable practices ; 
and in the very temples which were once dedicated 
to the worship of idols, to present the peaceful ob- 
lations of praise and thanksgiving to the God of 
Heaven. Their religious sentiments were drawn from 
the Scriptures ; and their whole conduct received a 
holy impression, corresponding with the principles 
which produced it. They who before were vindic- 
tive, cruel, and addicted to the reigning vices of a 
Pagan life, became placable, forgiving, kind, peace- 
able, honest, and industrious. * 
Nor should the temporal benefits, which this renun- 
ciation of idolatry secured to Brita[in, be forgotten* 
Instead of wandering about like savage hordes, living 
in woods and trees, without protection and comfort^ 
the 4t>cient Britons, as soon as they knew the Gospel^ 
learned to cultivate a more settled kind of life. 
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became more polished iti their behaviour^ and gra* 
dually introduced salutary laws for preserving theif 
particular rights. 

' 3. To the benign influence of Christian principled 
it is chiefly to be ascribed^ that> not only in England^ 
but wherever the religion of Jesus has taken a deep 
root in the hearts and affections of men, charitable 
institutions have been formed for promoting the spi<- 
ritual and civil benefit of those who required their 
aid. With this view, schools have been built for the 
instruction of children, hospitals have been erected 
for the diseased, and asylums have been provided 
for the infirm, the poor, and the destitute. 

4. Nor is this all : the administration of justice to 
all classes of the community, without respect of per- 
sons ; the preservation of peace and order in society^ 
which is composed of many persons, who^ interestsy 
and pursuits, and views, are so widefy dissimilar ; 
must be attributed to the influence of Divine Trutfi, 
which disposes men *^ to do jnstly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with their God *." Indeed, there 
is something in the doctrines of our holy religion 
which often restrains the most depraved ft-om open 
acts of violence^ controuls their passion^, and keeps 
them in subjection. Were it not for the checks of 
conscience, sharpened by some acquaintance with 
sacred truth, and for that dread of future punishment 
with which the Scriptures threaten the wicked, life, 
property, and every temporal blessing, wouM be in-- 
secure ; and lawless men, urged on by the blind 
impetuosity of passion^ would not scruple more fre- 
quently to perpetrate the foulest deeds. 

We have, then, great cause, as a nation^ to feel 
very grateful to God for the happy fruits which 

'Micahvi.S. 
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CbriMiMky has prodU(3«d in the worlds and in our 
owt) eountry. Though its efiiects would be more 
striking were it liot for the corruption common to 
tOMy still it has led to d happy change, and been 
iltteiided with mady blessings which ought to be 
tbankfdlly acknowledged. When we glance at the 
ignorant and superstitious condition of our ancestol'i^ 
during the reigni of the D^uidical priests, and eotti^ 

£re it with the present moral and religious state of 
itons-^^though it is far f^rom being what it should 
be^^we cannot help exclaiming, with joyful sur^- 
prise, *^ Behold, what hath God wrought!** 

Let us constantly oflfer up our prayers to the 
Tyrone of Grace, that God would cause the know-^ 
ledge of his Gospel to prevajl more abundatitly, in 
our favoured land, and throughout the world, llien 
Would ^^ the wilderness and the desert rejoice and 
blossoni as the rose ^," filling them with its sweet 
and fragrant odours. Then would the promise be hi\* 
filled. '' The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leoptftd shall lie dowfi with the kid i and the calf, and 
the young lion» and the fatUng together ; and a little 
child i^haH lead them. And the cow and the bear 
shall feed ; their yoning ones shall lie down together ; 
and the lion shall eat strciw like the ox. And the 
ducking child shall phy on the hole of the asp, and 
tb^ Weaned ehikl ahalt put hie hand on the cockatrice 
den. They shall not hurt noi" destroy hi HI tiky holy 
mountain ; for the earth shall be full of the kno^f- 
ledge ol the Lord, as the waters cover the sea^** 

5. Thus far We have considered the tendency and 
effects of Divine truth \n a national point of view. 
Its power over individuals, who yield themselves up 
to its authority, b yet more strikingly apparent. 

> Isa. xxx¥. }, 2. ' ib. xi. 6—10. 
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' The Gospel of Je^us^ when apptied by the Spirit^ 
produces a deep ai)d .extensive change ; it imparts 
Divine knowledge to those who receive it. Sin has 
darkenened the human soul; and rendered men aw«- 
fully ignorant of the nature of religion^ and of their 
duty to God ; as is clear from the slight notions which 
they entertain concerning the one, and their glaring 
neglect of the other. But it is the province of the 
Divine Spirit to remove the blindness of the hearty 
by acquainting it with the spiritual character and 
worship of the ]Liiving God> *^ whom to know is life 
eternal." This wisdom is vouchsafed to every true 
believer. '^ From a child thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through f^ith wh^ch is in Qhrist Jesus \'\ 
The religion of Jesus induces those who cordially 
embrace it, to give a decided preference to objects 
more substantial than those which rejoice carnal 
men. It ^* sets their affections on tilings above^ 
where Christ sitteth;on the right-hand of God*.** 
It improves the life and conversation. The powei:-> 
fill tendency of tlie Gospel to convert and sanctify 
the heart is visible in those persons who have been 
made partakers of its heavenly benefits. By its 
sublime influence, the soul is turned from darkness 
to light, and from the service of idols to the true 
God ; yea, is purified from its defilement, and re- 
ceives a strong bias to ihat;|vbich is good : so that 
^/ old things may be said tp have passed away, aiid 
all things to have become new^' And, thus, the 
passionate and wrathful learn to check the violence 
pf evil tempers, and to conduct themselves with 
xn^^kness towards others: those who have been 
adclii>ted to intemperance and sensuality and liaatj 
* 2 Tim, Hi, U, . • Col. iii. l-*3, ' ? Cor. v, 17, 
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renouDce their sinful pleasures, and follow after 
righteousness. The drunkard forsakes his cups» 
and becomes sober. The miser becomes liberal^ and 
freely parts with his gold, to relieye the wants of the 
necessitous. The worldly are made spiritual: and 
every species of transgressors lay aside their beset- 
ing sins, and strive ta enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Surely effects like these, resulting from the Go* 
spel of Christ, loudly bespeak its mighty power, and 
commend it to us, as ^^ a saying worthy of all ac- 
ceptation.'' 

6* Examine yourselves respecting your belief and 
practice of the Gospel. Have you indeed received 
these glad tidings of salvation ? Do you confide in 
Christ for justification and glorification ? If it be so 
theq; what influence has this hope on your mind ? 
Has it humbled you, under a sense of personal cor* 
ruption and manifold sins against God ? Has it con- 
vinced you that you cannot be saved by your own 
obedien<fe to the law ; and that you must take re- 
fuge in the merits of Jesus, who justifieth the un- 
godly, when they repent and believe in his name ? 

And what effect has your professed faith in Christ 
produced on your conduct towards God and man ? 
J)o you love the Lord, and study '^ to serve him 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear ?" Is his 
glory the aim and scope of all your thoughts, words, 
and actions ? Do humility, self-renunciation, faith, 
hope, love, joy in the Holy Ghost, deadness to the 
vanities of this world, and a growing meetness for 
heaven, attest that you have '^ not received the grace 
of God in vain ?" Are you upright in your dealings 
with men ? Do you endeavour to iifstruct the igno- 
rant, and point them to the salvation which is in 
Christ? 

I 3 
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These are the best evidences of ymir converMon. 
If ^ possess them in some degree already, and 
desire to have them confirmed within you, then yon 
have reason to conclude that your state is truly 
hopeful ; and that if you " endure unto the end, 
^ you shall be everlastingly saved '.*• 

But if, on the contrary, you rest in the form of 
religion, without feeling its inward power to en- 
lighten and sanctify the heart, if you remain desti^ 
tute of the fruits of faith and love, you have reason 
to tremble, lest, dying in such a state, you should 
at last " have your portion with hypocrites and un- 
believers/' 

« MarksjH. 13. 

LECTURE LXV. 

ON THE WISDOM OF MAKING THE SALVATION OF OUR 
SOULS THE SyPREMS OBJECT OF OUR PURSUIT^ 

1 Timothy 4 — 8. Godlineas Uprofttahle unto aH things; hav' 
iTiff promise of the life that now isy and of that toAdch is to 
come. 

The mind, properly speaking, constitutes the man. 
It is the rational soul which gives us such a decided 
superiority over the rest of the animal creation. 
, Our bodies are but external coverings, to defend 
the immortal tenant which resides within them. 

Now, as it is the precious jewel which the casket 
contains that is the object of so much solicitude, so 
it is the soul of man that claims his first care and 
attention* To watch against any injury to which it 
may be exposed, and to provide for its interests, 
should be our daily concern. Every thing should be 
made subservient to its welfare. Our business, stu- 
dies, and recreations, should all be conducted with 
referenpe to the spiritual advantage of our souls. 
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A cancke view of its nature and capacities will^ 
shew that such anxiety to promote its Jbappiness is 
highly judicious. 

The soul is not earthly, but heavenly in its ex- 
traction : its Maker is God : '^ He breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life^ and man became a living 
soal\" 

This langtMige leads us to regard it as a work of a 
supernatural kind ^ and that it really is such, its' fa- 
culties clearly determine. The conception and ima«- 
gination, the understanding, the will, the memory^ 
the conscience^ and the different volitions of the hu-^ 
n]an^mind^ shewthat^ in his soui^ man bears a faint 
resemblance to> and is an emanation of, the Deity^ 

2. It is immortal : and this stamps upon it a va^ 
lue inestimably great; because it is thereby ren* 
dered capable of endless misery or perpetual joy. 
God has endowed it with a principle of immortality ; 
so that it cannot be destroyed^ either by time of 
accident. 

Thies^ considerations justify the conduct of those 
personst^ who, aware of the dignity and wortii of the 
soul, are willing to make any sacrifice which is re-^ 
quisite tO" seizure its salvation. And ind^d^ when we 
weigh things in the scales of reason and Scripture, 
what are even thrones, or kingdoms, or riches, or 
glory, or any of those gilded bietubles which men so 
eagerly ^rasp at, in comparison with ^^ the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ,'* and that felicity which he will 
hereafter give td every one who has faithfully served 
him in his Cbuycb below. ^^ What is a man profited, 
if .he. shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul } or what shall a man give in exchange for his 

• Gen. ii. 7. 
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ioxA ?' ' Trom lliese premisfes, we ijoiev that tbe tol^ 
vation of our souls should be a coocern of primary 
importance to us all, the attainment of which we 
ought to labour after incessantly. 

Reason and Religion allow lis to anploy a con- 
siderable share of our time in procuring food for the 
body. We are permitted^ nay, commanded by God» 
to be " diligent in business **." We are, moreover, 
told^ in order to guard us against the pernicious con^ 
sequences of sloth^ '' if any man pravide not for his 
own, and especially for those of his own house^ he 
hath denied the fisiith, and is worse than an infidel'." 

3. Whilst, however, in^ obedience to the word of 
God, we honestly pursue otur respeetive callings, that 
we may acquire ^^ the bread which peri3heth,** it is 
important to remember that we have otherand highei; 
wants to suj^ly. Provision must also be made for 
the soul, or else ^^ itrwUl be destroyed for lack of 
knowledge." . Our spiritual necessities are far greater 
than most of us ima^ne. The generality of mankind 
tiiink that a formal prater offered up once naw and 
then, and an occasional attendanee at Church, are 
quite sufficient for the nourishment of the souL But 
if the inward mian is to be renewed day by day, if 
it is to be kept vigorous and healthy, if the graces of 
the Spirit are to flourish within us, then let us bear 
in mind that these great objects cannot be secured, 
unless constant aid is sought and obtained from God. 
To render our souls prosperotis in the Divine life, 
daily prayer, and the devotion of the heart to God, are 
necessary ; for neither the soul nor the body can 
continue in good health, without frequent support. 

Every method, therefore, should be U3ed> which 

' •' Rom. xii. 11. *! Tim. v,8. 
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the kindness of the Almighty has contrived^ to ad* 
Y^nce our spiritual prosperity. 

4. Reader, art thou without an interest in the be* 
nefits flowing from the death of Christ ? The first 
thing to be doii^ is^ to see your need of His 
atoning blood, to pardon, to justify^ to. sanctify^ and 
save your soul from the bitter pains of eternal death; 
and to supplicate this mercy^ with earnestness, froiu 
God, until it be obtained ''^ When the heart is thus 
converted to the proper knowledge of God and of 
itself,. when it is acquainted with its own inability 
to do good, it will be made willing to . accept the 
grace of the Holy Ghost> that it may improve in 
righteousness to the glory of the Lord. . 

Have we, then^ been really quickened by the Spi* 
rit of Christ to a new life ? Are we truly sensible 
of our spiritual wants ? If we have attained this 
knowledge of our state^ we shall see the expediency 
of using every means /^ to make our calling and 
election sure." We are awai;e, under such con** 
victions, that we have a battle to fight, a crown to 
obtain, which can only be gained by the most de-» 
termined valour and perseverance, displayed unto 
the close of our lives. 

. On these grounds, the care of the sqyl, which is 
^^ the one thing supremely needful ** recommended 
by our Lord, should certainly occupy a portion of 
our time and attention each successive day* Indeed, 
that knowledge of Christy which avails to salvation, 
will not be given unto us, except we sieek it con* 
itantly, diligently, and with the utmost sincerity. 

5. Learn, from the avidity with which men pursue 
their temporal callings, with what ardour of qfiind 
you should follow after th^ things which belong unto 

PC Matt- Yii. 7i 8. 
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youi* peace, before they are for ever hid from ybu# 
eyes "*. See the tradesman^ how intent is he upon 
the geins arising from business ! He rises early> and 
late takes rest, and loads himself with anxious cares^ 
to acquire riches, and the comforts which th^y pro-* 
cure. Observe the merchant ! He sends his ships 
across the sea^to distant countries, from whence 
they may return freighted with the most valuable 
productions. The sailor will undertake the most 
dangerous voyage, and brave all the fury of the 
storm, stimulated by the hope of making some dis« 
* Cdvery, or of acquiring some advantage that will re- 
pByhirnhf the hazard which he consents to run. 

Now the objects which they pursue with such un- 
wearied diligence, are transient as the shadow ; yea, 
their whole worth and usefulness are strictly confined 
to the present life. If, then, such short-lived things 
are thought to possess sufficient importance to in* 
duee men to expose their life, ta forego pleasure, 
and to submit to pain and trouble in acquiring them, 
how entirely inexcusable must those persons' be, who 
are rehnetsint to use the means for attaining the sal- 
vation of their souls, which will render them infi- 
nitely happier than they could be made by an abun- 
dance of wealthy fame, or any other temporal enjoy- 
ment whatever. The prize which the Gospel sets 
before us is of such magnitude^ that it might well 
inflame our desires to gain it. Surely a Idngdom of 
eternal duration, where all sorrow and sighing will 
flee awfiy — all misery be for ever banished^ and last- 
ing haj^iness abound^ should have attractions 
enough to call forth our warmest endeavours to ob- 
tain it ! But, alas ! the worlds with its ensnaring plea-* 
sures, has such' a &tal hold of most men's affections^ 

'Liikexix.41,42. 
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that it withdraws their attention from Dirine things, 
which otrgfat to have the chief place in their esteem. 

6. There are, however, so'me happy souts, of a 
more elevated cast» who, grateftrl to God for the 
temporal mercies which . they enjoy, aspire aftei^ 
communion with him, and the manifestations of his 
pardoning love, as the mo^ satisfying portion. 
Thankful for the bounty of a kind jprovidence, their 
daily cry is, *^ Lord> lift thou the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us^r' '^ Grant us thy Uessing, add 
life for evermore^!" ^^ Remember us, O Liord, with 
the favour that thoit bearest unto thy people* O 
visit us with thy salvation I that we may see the 
good of Thy chosen, that we may rejoice in the 
gladness of Thy nation^ and may glory with Thine 
inheritance'!'* 

7. There can be no reasonable doubt, whatever 
the world may think to the contrary, but that such a 
choice of Divine pleasures, in preference to those 
which are earthly, is the result of the highest wis- 
dom which a finite being can exercise. 

Worldlings will, perhaps, be ready to stigmatize 
those who pay a suitable regard to the interests of 
their souls, with the opprobrious epithets of fools, 
fanatics, and madmen. But what avails all the abuse 
with which bad men load the conduct of- the good? 
Death mil soon put an end to their ungodly strife 
and opposition ; and decide, for evef, who are wise, , 
and who are foolish — the wicked, or the righteous ; 
those who serve God, or those who disobey him. 

But there is no necessity for referring the deter- 
mination of this point to the ^^ hour of death and 
the day of judgment ;'* since God has already de- 
tenmned it, and left his decision on record for the 
instruction of all ages. ^^ The fear of tl^e Lord is 

* Psalm iii. 6. ' ib. cxxxiii. S. ' ib. c\n. 4—6. 
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the beginning of wisdom ; — a good understanding 
nave all they who do His commandments : His 
praise endureth forever**/' 

The following lines convey a just reproof to those 
who reject the Gospel, under an opinion of their 
own superior wisdom : — 

*^ Wrong not the Christian ; think oot reason youi-'q ; 
'Tis reason oor Great Master holds so dear ; 
"lis reasons injnr*d rights his wrath resents ; 
*Tis reason's voice obey*d> Jus glories crown ;— « 
To give lost reason life, he pour'd his own. 
Believe, and shew the reason of a man ; 
Believe, and taste the pleasure of a God ; 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb : 
Through ref»on's wounds «Jone thy ^th can die ; 
Which dying, tenfold terror g^ves to death, 
And dips in venom his twice mortal sting ^^'.'^ 

Who then will venture to question the truth of 
God's declaration^ who pronounces those only hap- 
py and wise who honour him by a strict observance 
of his precepts ? The final end of the righteous 
fully justifies their pious conduct^ their self-denial, 
their tears^ and the tribulations which they expe- 
rience on earth. After their pilgrimage is finished, 
they die to inherit the kingdom which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him. But who can tell 
how great that bliss is which awaits the favoured 
servants of the Lord*? The bare prospect of it 
should excite in us a holy desire to become wise 
unto salvation, that we may share in the happiness 
of his people. 

8. This blessedness lies within our reach^ and may 
be obtained by diligent seeking. " Then shall ye 
find me, when ye seek me with all your heart"." 

Conscious of having spent too much time in the 

, » Psalm cxi. la *•» Young, N jght iv. ^ I Cor. ii 9, 
'* Jctb xnIx. 1 3. 
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pursoit of things which will doon vanish away, resolve 
in future to live more in the practice of piety atid 
righteousness. Your souls must exist for ever in 
happiness or misery- Be it your care to prosecute 
their welfare with unremitting assiduity. Seek to 
be justified by faith in Christ ; and then, with those 
glorified spirits which surround the throne of God, 
you will be able to rejoice evermore in his love, and 
say, " Praised be the God of my salvation^ !" 
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lecture; lxvi. 

THE FOLLY, CRIMINALITY, AND DANGER, OF NEGLECTINO 

OUR SALVATION. 

Markyiii, 36, 87. Fw what shall it profit a many ifheihali 
gain the whole worlds and lose his oum sot4 f or what shall 
a man give in exchange for his sotU f 

Every rational being feels a desire to be happy* 
The various pursuits of men have happiness, \x\ 
some shape or other, for their professed object ; 
though it is obvious that the nature of this good is 
mistaken by some ; and sought for, by others^ 
where it is not to be found. 

Th^re are, but comparatively, few who discover 
that true happiness is no where to be found, but in 
the knowledge, love, and approbation of God* 
Hence the generality of men, taken up with the 
pleasures or the occupations of this transitory life^ 
agree to treat religion, which is the only source of 
true joy, with neglect and indifference ; as if it were 
a fable, or a tale, in which they have no interest, or 
as if it had no benefits to confer which deserve their 
attention. 

•We can easily trace the causes to which such cul- 
pable negligence may be ascribed- 

I. Men are tempted to neglect their salvation^ 
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through an undue pursuit of^ and attachment to,se-^ 
eubr things. Some worldty object — such as richesj 
honour^ pleasure^ fame — captivates their minds. The 
gratification of some darling lust^ aome iniquitous de^ 
sirejeads them astray firom God,and gives them a dis- 
taste for the pure enjoyments of the Gospe] of Christ. 

^ut it is a thought which merits their serioua 
eonsideration^ Whether any momentary advantages, 
to be derived from these corrupt sources, will coun-- 
tervail the final loss of their souls, and that bUss 
which constitutes the blessedness of the saints in 
heaven ? Can it be really believed, that the pleasure 
arising from any temporal good will compensate 
a man for the forfeiture of eternal life*"? 

In. the hurry of business, in the midst of carnal 
and depraved gratifications, men may indulge these 
fiettal mistakes ; but death wilF undeeeive them, and 
exhibit most fully the absurdity of setting their hearts 
upon those vain objects which now allure them. 

** Men may lire fools ; 
Bat iaiAs tkefy canBot die.*^ 

2. The fear of reproach deters many ffom em- 
bracing religion, and acting as it directs* They see 
some of those who have the courage to avow an 
open regard for Christ, persecuted, and treated with 
derision by the profane and the irreligious : for this 
reason, they are afraid to range themselves under 
the banner of Christ, lest it should expose them to 
the same illiberal treatment. The laugh of the 
world is more than they are willing to bear, for any. 
benefits which they expect from religion ; and there- 
fore they are content to forego then, rather than 
endure reproach from their fellow-creatures. For- 
"^"'^il of the encouraging promises of support which 
is made to his fadthful people, they ^shrink 

*Mat.xvi.26. 
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imck from Che crodS) atfi if it were too heavy to be 
borne. And what is this^ but to cast an unjust 
reflection upon the Lord, and to say Hii^ service is 
a grievous yoke, td which they will not submit r 

Jehovah reproves this cowardly spirit, by saying, 
^' I, even I, am He that cotnforteth you. Who art 
tboti, that thdu shouldest be afraid of a man that 
shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made 
as grass ; and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that 
hath stretched forth the helivelis, and laid the foun-^ 
dations of the earth**?** But, if this rebuke had 
not the effect intended by it, such fearful persona 
should listen to the threatenings of God against 
them, and ask. Which is most easy to endure, the 
momentary laugh of their fellow-^ worms, or the dread 
frown of God without intermission? He has told usi 
of the consequences that will hereafter attend a 
denial of His name and cause from worldly mo-^ 
tives : •* Whosoever, therefore, shall be ashamed of 
me, and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful 
generation ; of him, also, shall the Son of Man bd 
ashamed, when he cometh, in the glory of his Fa- 
Aer, with the holy angels^.*' 

How necessary, then-, i^ the exhortation of Christ, 
to all who either hesitate m dread to follow him 
lest they shduki be reviled by the world : '* Fear 
not them which kill the body, but are not able ta 
kill the soul ; but rather fear Him which is able ta 
destroy both soul and body iii hell *•" 
. From the foregoing observations, we see that an 
inordinate love of the world, or a desire of sensual 
pleasures, or a diiincKtiation to encounter persecu* 
tion for the Gospd, leads multitudes to deny Christy 

^ Isa. 11. 12, IS. ^ Murk viit. 98. <" Matt. x. 28. 
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and incur the condemnation and punishment of hk 
avowed enemies. 

. That we may expose such conduct in its proper 
colours, we will venture to pronounce it — 

3. Absurd ; because it is the direct way to de- 
prive ourselves of the only kind of happiness which 
is adequate to the wants of the soul ; which can 
never be happy, but as it becomes holy through 
faith in Christ our Redeemer. The vain things 
which the worldling pursues with so much a^dity 
have no power whatever to gratify a spiritual mind ; 
and they <rften leave .an aching void^ which pro- 
claims their insufficiency '^ 

The tjBstimony of the accomplished Lord Chester- 
field, who had largely drank of the intoxicating cup 
of worldly pleasure^ is so decisive of its emptiness, 
that it should stop tbc ardour of carnal men^ and 
save them the trouble of wading through so much 
mire^ to grasp at bubbles, that will soon burst, and 
disappoint th^ir hopes for ever. " I have run the 
silly rounds of business and pleasure ; and I . have 
done with them alK I have epjoyed all the pleasures 
of the ^orld ; and know their futility, and do not 
regret their loss . I appriuse them at their real value— 
which, in truth, is very low; whereas those who have 
not experienced, always overrate them : they only 
see their gay outside, and are dazzled with their 
glare. I have, been behind the scene i, I have seen 
all the coarse pulleys and 4ir.ty ropes which exhibit 
and move the gaudy machine, to the astonishment 
^nd admiration of an ignorant multitude. ' I can 
hardly persuade myself that all that frivolous huriy* 
^nd t'ustlej and pleasure of the wo^ld bad %Vf 

^« Ecc^. i. I*, 
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Yeftlity ) but 1 look tipion all that is padsed as one of 
those romatitic dreams which opium commonly oc« 
casions ; and I do bf no means desire to repeat the 
nauseous dose, for the sake of the fugitive dream/* 
Is it then, O sinner 1 for trifles srlch as these, 
you are willing to part with heaven, and relinquish 
all its glories ? Is it for such toys, you will consent 
to barter away an " inheritance which is incorrupti- 
ble, undefiled, and that fadeth not away ?" Is if 
for *^ the pleasures of sin, which are but for a season,** 
yon will venture t6 provoke God, and incur eternal 
wrath ? Surely you will do well to reflect upon the 
wretchedness that must finally resiilt from such a 
choice, before you resolve to make it, and to con- 
tinue in practices which are so replete with danger 
to your soul. 

4. We may pronbunce a neglect of our spiritual 
welfare highly criminal. 

God pbsitively enjoins us to repent bf and forsake 
our sins ; and to seek from Him a new heart and 
holy aifections, in order that we may be purified 
from vain thoughts and vicious desires, apd walk 
before him unblameably in love. 

Now, to despise his injunctions, or to neglect to 
obey them from any motive whatever, is to defy his 
authority, to deprive him of his Sovereighty over 
us, %ind to engage in overt rebellion agaipst him. 
To act in such a spirit, even tbwards an earthly 
monarch^, would be deemed a capital offence. And, 
is it less wicked and treasonable thus to behave 
towards the Mighty God, " by Whom kings reign, 
and princes decree justice ?" 

5. The neglect of our salvation is attended with 
the utmost peril. We cannot be destitute bf faith 
in Christ and those holy dispositions and habits 
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which it generates^ and at tb« »ame tira^ be fit for 
everlasting life. It is the irrevocable decree of 
God, that '^ without hoUnesfi no man shall see the 
Lord^." *^ There shall in no wise enter into heaven 
any thing that deiileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
libomination or maketh a He ; but they which are 
written in the Laaib*s book of life %'' This sanctity 
of heart must be sought for in the use of those 
means prescribed by the Go^l. 

NoW| if, in this way, men will not, through sloth 
or love of worldly vanities, txy to acquire the glory 
of Paradise, they must be abandoned to their fate, 
and fall victims to an obstinate attachment to enh 

And do not they justly deserve to perish eternally, 
who will not make the slightest sacrifice, nor the 
weakest effort, to secure those blessings of salvation 
which the mercy of God holds up to their view ? 
Should we not think a dying man extremely cul* 
pable, if he were to reject die medicine which would 
effect his restoration to health ? And will not they 
be worthy of punishment, who deliberately refuse 
^^ to believe and to obey the Go^l of our Lord 
Jesus Christ V which is the only r€;medy for the 
recovery of their souls to spiritual life and hap- 
piness i 

What should we say, it we were to see a man 
lying in a state of calm unconcern, whilst he knew 
his house was on fire, and himself liable to be burnt 
to death every moment ? We should not hesitate 
to affirm that such stupidity was the effeet of in- 
sanity, rather than of courage ; yea, of a total dis- 
regard to that self-preservation which is the first 
law of nature. 

And what judgment must we pronounce coneern- 

« Heb. xii.l4» ' Rer. xxL27. '2 Thess. i. 7*^10. 
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iog those persons^ who can hear, from the mouth of 
Qod, of ^Hhe worm that dieth not^ and th^ fire that 
is not quenched ?" who can behold the flames kin- 
dling and raging around them^ without trying to 
escape from " the wrath to come ?'• This is a spe- 
cks of madness which cannot be sufficiently repro* 
bated. 

6. Art thou^ Reader^ one of those thoughtless 
beings, who canst suffer death and judgment to 
come suddenly upon thee^ without any concern, 
without any care to provide thyself with thi^ righ- 
teousness of Christ which alone can ^^ present thee 
faultless before the throne of God with exceeding 
great joy?" . 

Oh, remember, before it be too late, that a thou- 
sand considerations suggest to^you the wisdom and 
the necessity of cultivating an acquaintance with 
the religion of Christ ! 

The hour of your dissolution is drawing nigh, when 
you must give an account of yourself to God. Will 
the death-bed of that man be free from anguish and 
fearful anticipations of future wrath, who has in- 
sulted his God, and trifled away the gracious season 
allpwed him for workii^ out his salvation ? To pre- 
vent the remorse which a review of a misspent life 
will sooner or later occasion, be wise now, and con- 
sider your latter end : yea, through the grace vof God, 
" work out your salvation with fear and trembling." 

Furthermore, constantly recollect, that soon ^' the 
trumpet of the archangel shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible ;" and then all tlie glory 
of this world, find every vain object which has 
ensnared your heart, will vanish away ^. And how 
painful mil the reflection be, that, for the sake of such 
transitory things, you have lost the favour of God^ 

^2 Petiii. 10—12. 
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and plunged your soul into eternal ruin f The te^ 
collection that you might have been happy, if you 
had listened to the voice of God, will add new hor- 
YOTi to your exquisite sufferings. 

Think about these momentous truths ; and, by 
earnest supplication, strive to attain that spirituality 
of mind which is " life and peace *." The grace of 
God can alter the bias of your heart from evil to 
good. And when you submit to its Divine influ- 
ence, it will impart a felicity of which you had pre- 
viously no conception — pleasures, satisfying in their 
nature, and eternal in their duration. Follow, then, 
" after godliness, which is profitable unto all things ; 
having promise of the life that now is, and of thai 
which is to come**." 

» Rom. viii. 6. ^ 1 Tim. iv. 8- 



IMPEDIMENTS TO A RELIGIOUS LIFE. 

LECTURE LXVII. 

OK UNBELIEF., 

Heb. ui« 12^ Take heed^ bretitren^ lest there he in ttf^^ y&m 
an evil heart qfunbdi^^ in departing from the Living God* 

There are many ol structions in the tvay of a man 
who is desirous to walk with God \ whieh must be 
removed, before he can advance, with steady and 
certain steps, tow£^rds the kingdom of glory. These 
impediments, every one, who is solicitous to honour' 
God and to secure eternal happiness, will be as 
Anxious to remove and surmount, ks the racers In 
the Grecian Games were to cast off their siiper* 
fluous garments, thflit they might not be hindered in 
their course '. 

• Heb. x?i. 1,2. 1 Con ix. 24f--27. 
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Those obstacles which lie in the way of ouc spU 
ritual improvement, are, unbelief, a worldly life, 
self-righteousness, and hypocrisy. 

We begin with the sin of unbelief, which is the 
great impediment to the salvation of our souls. 

1 . The essence of this condemning sin consists 
in discrediting and rejecting the testimony of God. 
Now, that He is every way deserving of the entire 
confidence of his rational creatures, cannot be dis* 
puted, without the utmost impiety. His unalter- 
able veracity and righteousness render it " impos* 
sible that God should lie." He can be under .no 
temptation to deceive iis ; and therefore we may 
safely believe/ and implicitly receive, as undoubted 
truth, whatever he has revealed : and we should 
submit to it with reverence and godly fear. 

It were to be wished that the Lord of Hosts should 
be thus honoured by all : yet it is but too obvious^ 
that many either do • not believe his word, or, at 
least,, act as if their faith w^s merely notional ; since 
it ha»^ no practical infhience upon their behaviour 
towards God and man. So that if they are not 
avowed unbelievers in principle, they really are so 
in practice ; and this will at last subject them to 
the same condemnation as if they had made an 
open avowal of infidelity**. 

Unbelief is a sin which is common to the offspring 
of Adam, and is one of the leading features of thai 
depravity which they bring with them into the 
world ; and which they evince, by rejecting the re- 
vealed word of God as the standard of taith and 
practice, by distrusting his promises, defying his 
threatenings, and disobeying his commands. 

** Mat. XX.V. SO. Luke xii. 45, 4S. . 
▼OL. II. K 



- £• This i& the most grievous ai&ont that can be 
4>ffered to Cood, whose honour is thereby called ia 
question. It is a direct attack upon his fidelity; 
ms i£'He had falsified his word, broken his covenant^ 
and, consequently^ was utterly unworthy of the least 
i^dit or respect. 

The criminality of such conduct will appear more 
glaring, if it be considered that we receive the tesU- 
mony of mankind when it is supported by sufficient 
evidence ; and to reject it under such circunistances, 
is justly thought to be carrying our incredulity to 
an unwarrantable length. ^^ If, then, we receive 
the witness of men, the witness of God is greaterj 
and is unquestionably entitled to the highest credit. 
He, therefore, that believeth not God, hath n^ade 
him a liar ; because he believerii not the record 
3vhicli God hath given of his Son^«" 

Unbelief, then, insults God, by taxing him with 
|K)sitive falsehood, disbelieving his testimony, and 
tieating him as if he was not worthy of the same 
degree of credence which we attach to the report 
x)f our fellow-creatures. And must not this be re** 
^rded by Jehovah as a crime of the deepest dye ? 
Can the Majesty of Heaven feel no concern whether 
(His word be doubted or believed ? Can He allow 
the imputation of falsehood^ without considering 
himself dishonoured, and without punishing the 
Aggravated offence ? No ; he will surely visit " the 
unbelievers'' with the same wrath reserved for 
abandoned sinners^*". The word of truth avers> 
^^ Me that believeth not shall be damned ""•'* 
. The punishment denounced against unbelief, provfs 
there is great guilt, malignity^ and enmity, connected 

^ 1 John V. d, 10. ^^ Rev. xxi. 8w * Mark xyi. 16^ 
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with it. Indeed^ it is always reproa'ched as a most 
heinous sin^ and as the fruitful parent of every othef 
transgression which unregenerate persons commit. 

In the time of our Lord, it was that particular 
sin which hindered men from receiving the Gospel. 
Hence, on one occasion^ it is said, '^ He did not 
many mighty works there, because of their unbe- 
lief'''' ;** and, on another, ^^ He^upbraided them with 
their unbelief and hardness of heart '^Z* 

3. The mischievous effects occasioned by unbe* 
lief were not peculiar to the age in which Christ 
lived. It is still the deadly bane which poisons th^ 
souls of men, and incapacitates them for a life of 
fiuth and godliness. Unbelief hardens the hearty 
and shuts men's eyes to the misery and danger of 
their sinful condition. Those who are under its 
controul fancy themselves so ^^ whole, that they have 
no need of the Physician.*' Through this awful con* 
ceit, the provisions of the Gospel are despised as 
totsJly superfluous. Now, what is this, but to im-f 
peach the wisdom of Heaven, and to make the sa- 
erifiice of Christ of none effect ? 

Further ; unbelief is not a solitary offence : it en- 
genders every evil thought and deed ; for it makes 
the soul deaf to all the rebukes of conscience and 
the word of God. If men really believed that the 
Lord would fulfil the threatened vengeance of his 
word against their iniquities, they would not dare to 
commit them with such fearless unconcern. A real- 
isdngview of His hatred to sin, and love of righteousr 
ness, would make them desirous ^' to perfect holi- 
ness in the fear of the Lord./' But, whilst the veil qf 
unbelief remains untaken away from their minds*, ^t 
is not surprising if they should still go on wickedly^ 

^ Mat. xiii. 58. ^ Mark xyi. 14. * 2 Cor- iii. 14p-18. 
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adding sin to sin^ until the measure of their gmli 
h filled up, and their destruction is completed. 

4. The consequences which unbelief involves are 
truly alarming. It brings the unbeliever into a 
state of actual condemnation ; and places him un- 
der a sentence of death, which will be assuredly 
executed hereafter, if he does not repent, and be* 
lieve and obey the Gospel. " He that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he hath not believed 
on the name of the only-begotten Son of God^" 

The unbeliever is accursed of God, whose indig- 
nation resteth on him. "He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him*." Awful words! But much more 
terrific is the state which they represent. Can any 
one, who is held by the chains of unbelief, read such 
a declaration, and not tremble ? And should not 
all, who feel its dreadful power in alienating their 
hearts from God, supplicate his grace to counteract 
it, lest it should prove their ruin**? 
■ 5. Unbelieving Reader, canst thou hear these 
things without the most painful emotion ? Canst 
thou be easy in the indulgence of this sin ; whilst 
it not only exposes thee to the Divine anger 
throughout eternity, but causes it, even now in this 
life, to light and remain upon thy devoted head ? 
Oh, be secured from this impending misery, by 
fleeing to " Jesus Christ, who is an Advocate with 
the Father, and who is also the propitiation for our 
sinsM" Faith in His blood can effectually remove 
the foulest st^ihs of guilt which thy unfaithful heart 
has contracted. " Wilt thou not be made clean ? 
When shall it once be" ?" 

' John 111, 1 8. » ib. 36. " Ezek. xviii. 30* 

* 1 John ii. 1 , 2. • Jer. xiii. 2Y. 



ON UNBSUEF. 19T 

6. €111151180, be on your guard against an unbe^^^ 
lieving sti^te of mind ; for this sin is a principal 
cause of that unfruitfulness which is found amongst 
those who profess to be the disciples of Christ. 
Be mindful of the solenm caution given to you by 
St. Paul : " Take heed, l^rethren, lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief^ in departing 
from the living God. But exhort one another daily, 
while it is called to-day ; 4est any of you be hard- 
ened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are 
made partakers of Christy if we hold the beginning 
of our confidence stedfast unto the end*"," 

Resist, then, the most distant approaches to this 
sin ; lest, if it be cherished in your bosom, it should 
gain such sin ascendancy, as to carry you out to 
lengths of iniquity that will drown you in perdi- 
tion. 

7. Sincere inquirers after God pray for the removal 
of unbelief; because it will prove a serious obstacle, 
as long as you are under its influence, to your pro- 
sperity in a religious course. The graces of the 
Spirit, " love, joy, faith, hope, meekness, peace, long- 
suffering, temperance, goodness, and gentleness V 
cannot flourish in a faithless heart. 

Means, such as God has appointed, should be 
used, in dependence on his grace for the cure of 
your unbelief. Meditation on bis sacred word, with 
prayer for a right understanding of it, and a firm 
conviction that the curses which it threatens and 
the blessings which it promises will be punctually 
fulfilled — together with an honest determinatipn to 
act, in all respects, conformably to its sacred direc- 
tions — will be found eminently serviceable for check* 

^ Heb. iU. 12—15. ' Gal. y. 22-2*. 
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ing the power of this condemning sin, and giving 
the heart a right disposition towards the Lord and 
Ris spiritual service. 

But, especially, pray for the bestowment of a true 
and lively faith in Christ, which will unite you to 
him in the closest bondsy and enable you to live in 
all holy obedience to the Divine will. Faith derives, 
from the rich fulness of grace treasured up in Jesus 
for the necessities of his*people, that spiritual aid 
and strength which will enable you to resist the as- 
saults of, unbelief, to exercise an holy affiance in 
the promises of God, to persevere in well-doing, to 
overcome the world, and to secure " the crown of 
righteousness, even an inheritance incorruptible, 
And undeffled, and that fadeth not alvay, reserved 
in heaven for them who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation^ ready to be re-*- 
vealed in the last time"*." 

- 1 Pet. i. S-^^. 
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LECTURE LXVIII. 

ON SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Rejr. iii.-17, 18. JBeeause thou sa^t^ lam ricky €md inena$ed 
', wkh goodSi and have need of nothing ; and knowesi runt that 
Hum art wretched^ and miserable^ and poor^ and blindy and 
naked : I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in thefire^ that 
thou mayest be rich ; and white raiment^ that thou mayest he 
clothed^ and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear ^ 
. and anoimt thine eyes mth eye^salvey that thou mayes^see. 

When mari (fell from God, he lost that righteous* 
rtess of soul in which he was created : but, though he 
f^lt conscious of having transgressed the positive 
command of Heaven, he endeavoured to justify his 
crime, and lessen the guilt of his revolt from God, by 
any palliating excuse which he could offer : — " The 
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woman, whom thou gavest to be with ine^ she gave 
me of the tree, and I did eat \ " Thus he not only up-r 
braided God for the gift bestowed upon him^ but 
discovered a self-justifying spirit^ which always op* 
poses a most formidable barrier to our salvation. . 

That self-«righteous temper which the loss of pn^ 
meval integrity has induced is common to every s(hi 
and descendant of Adam : it is a striking feature of 
that ^^ deceitful and wicked heart V which is natural 
to men ; and which nothing but the grace of G6d» 
in regenerating us to a new and holy and spiritual 
state, can ever restrain ; for a tincture of this proud 
accursed spirit remains in the souls of contrite be* 
lieverst mars their religious duties, and holds themt 
frequently, in a sort of legal bondage, which, is fo* 
reign to the liberty and privileges of theG6spel^ 
Nor can they reasonably expect to be entirely feeed 
from its insinuating power until death, '^ when they 
shall awake up with the likeness of God*," and be 
perfect in holiness for ever. 

1 . Self-righteousness shews itself in the errone- 
ous judgment which men form respecting their 
religious condition before God. Self-righteous per** 
sons form an estimate of their state which is con- 
trary to Scriptural truth. They fancy themselves 
good and upright in the whole tenor of their con* 
duct, and such characters as must necessarily be 
acceptable to God, and entitled to his favour on 
this account. Puffed up with a high conceit of the 
rectitude of . their hearts, because, forsooth, thej 
may abstain from common or scandalous offences^ 
they give themselves credit for possessing a degree 
of sanctity, of which they are utterly destitute. It 

* Gen. ill. 12.' * Je». xvii. 9. 

* John viii. 55, 36. Eom. vili. 14 — 22. ^ Psalm xvii. 15* 
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is not surprising, therefore, if, feeling a sense of 
their own importance, they should say to their fel- 
low-sinners, " Stand by yourselves ; come not near 
to us ; for we are holier than you**"*." 

The worst feature in the evil principle which we 
ttire describing is, that it is a virtual denial of the 
righteousness and atonement of Christ, which are 
apposed by it as unnecessary and useless. Self- 
justifying characters are so entirely carried away by 
4>iritual pride, as to feel unwilling to lie under any 
obligation to the merits of the Redeemer of' sinners 
for acceptance with God. Like the great body of 
the Jews, in the time of St. Paul, " they, being igno- 
rant of God's righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submit- 
tied themselves unto the righteousness of God* 
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth'." 

2. Self-righteousjiess manifests itself in a scrupu- 
lous attachment to the ceremonies and outward 
forms of religion. Such persons as are imbued with 
this spirit, pray, and perform a constant round of ex- 
ternal duties in which their hearts are not engaged, 
and from which they can never reap any benefit : 
foTj whilst they hold " the form of godliness, they 
deny and disparage its power," as the wildest enthu- 
siasm and folly ^ Thus, like the Pharisees, whose 
unholy spirit they have imbibed, '* they mate clean 
the outside of the cup and the platter, but their inward 
part is full of ravening and wickedness*." Their 
object is, to keep up a specious appearance of reli* 
gion ; though they are careless about that sanctifica* 
tion of their souls which is absolutely necessary to 

** Isa. Ixv. 5. • Rom. x. S, 4. 

' 2 Tim. iii. 5. » Luke xi. 39, 
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please God^^ So that the religion of the self- 
righteous consists in mere ** bodily exercise, yi^hich 
profiteth little^;" in externals, without any feeling 
of love to God, or devotion of spirit ; — in a word, it 
consumes its strength in ceremonious observances ; 
whilst the disorders of the fallen heart are not recr 
tified, nor the conduct at aU affected by such a 
worthless parade of piety. i^ 

3. Self- righteousness not only spends itself in a 
regard to the mere shadows and rites of religion, but 
attaches a high value to them, and rests on an atr 
tention to them for the rewards of the eternal state. 

* ¥ 

Into this fatal delusion millions of nominal professing 
Christians fall. Substituting the outward signs of 
godliness for its inwardt and spiritual grace, they 
mistakenly, imagine that they not only do all which 
is required of them, but even make God their debtor, 
by a cold hypocritical service, which He abominates* 
Accounting themselves righteous, because they are 
not openly and notoriously wicked, they see np nee4 
of mercy from God to pardon their sins, nor of Christ's 
righteousness to justify, nor of the influence of the 
Holy Ghost to sanctify them ; but, on U>e contrary, 
they think it would beunjustinGpd nottoreco^lpense 
their service, marred as it isby a thousand defects, with 
" a crown of glory that fad^th not away **^." HencQ 
these self-justiciaries, whatever they may profess, 
do not make Christ, but themselves, the saviour of 
their souls ; and place a firm reliance 09 the sufiir 
ciency of their own merits to satisfy every require- 
ment of the Law and the Gospel, and to '^ make 
themselves meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light." , 

w 1 Thess, iv. 5. ^ 1 Tim. iv. 8. ^h L^te xxviii. 9—15. 
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... , 

It will be^ etey to shew ihe falhcy and danger of 
this destructive principle. 

4. It argues the most complete ^oranqe of the 
unspotted perfection of God. He is absolutely holy^ 
just, and right, and without iniquity \ Now, it be*- 
comes creatures so depraved as fallen men, not to 
think themselves righteous, but sinful ; and to che- 
rish that poverty of spirit ^^ which God esteems* 
He filleth those who hunger and thirst after his right- 
eousness, with good things'"; but sendeth those, 
who fancy they are rich in spiritual attainments and 
privileges, empty away''*'. 

5. Self-righteousness betrays an utter ignorance 
of the Extensive demands of God's^ law ; which is 
spiritual, and consequently reaches to the imagina- 
tions and thoughts of the heart, as well as to our 
outward aclions. If our obedience does hot consist 
of a spotless and righteous life, without the least de- 
viation therefrom for a single moment, the law con- 
demns us as transgressors, who must perish, \Hth- 
out an interest in Christ to save us from dei^rved 
wrath. 

Now, on comparing our best deeds by this stan* 
dard, we shall find ^^ there is none righteous, no not 
one/ ;" yea, that ^^ all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God"" :" and, consequently, that to set tip 
any claim to the favour of Heaven on the footing of 
8elf*-merit, is arrogant and presumptuous in' the ex- 
tremes forkisdeclared,by the voice of Truth, ^'that 
by thedle^s pf the law there shall no flesh be justified 
in his sight ; fdr by the law is the knowledge, of sin\** 

* Deut. xxii. 4. * Mat. v. S. ^ Luke i. 53. 

<* Mat. v. 6, » Rom. Hi. 10. ■ ib. iii. 33, 

. »Rom.ia.2a . 
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' 6. Such a proud state of mind must be as highly 
offensive to God^ as it is derogatory to the. glory oi 
Christ. It is an insult to God, by impeaching his 
wisdom in providing redemption for us through the 
mediation of his beloved Son ** : and it detracts from 
the honour of our Saviour, by rejecting His atone- 
ment, '^ whom God hath set forth to be the only pro- 
pitiation for our sins P." This is an offence of great 
magnitude ; and^-where it is obstinately persisted in, 
must; in the end, meet with the heaviest measure of 
punishment. '^ He that despised Moses* law died 
without mercy, under two or three mtnesses. Of 
how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he 
be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
* the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant an unholy thing, and hath dotoe despite 
unto the Spirit of grace \** 

7. Self-^righteousness evinces a thorough ignorance 
of our own condition. Whilst our eyes are blinded 
by the hardening influence of sin, we shall remain in 
gross darkness, and be entire strangers to ourselves: 
but the moment this veil of spiritual ignorance is 
removed from our minds, self-knowledge will te^tch 
us, instead of attempting to establish our own right- 
eousness, to acknowledge, ^^ Behold, we are vile ' !>' 
f * We have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, 
but now our eyes see thee. Wherefore we abhor 
ourselves^ and repent in dust and ashes '•" Dis- 
cerning the corrupt state of our souls, and recol- 
lecting how many evil thoughts have sprung up 
within us, and by how many, positive acts of sin 
our iives have been defiled, ^^ We shall exclaim, 
^' Woe unto us ! for we are undone; because we are 

<» Eph. i. 6—8. » Rom. iii. 24, 25. * Heb. x. 28, 29. 
' Job xl. 4. * Jobt xlii. 5, 6. 
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men of unclean iips\" ^' Behold, we were sbapen 
in iniquity, and in sin did our mothers conceive 
us"!" Seeing the ruined and condemned state into 
which our unrighteousness has plunged us, and de* 
precating the wrath of God, to which we stand ^&- 
posed, we shall each of us cry with David, " Ewfeer 
not into judgment with tliy servant ; for in Thj 
sight shall no man living be justified "V 

8. This sinful temper is a most serious obstacle 
to our growth in knowledge and grace. Whilst we 
have such lofty notions of our own Inherent good- 
ness, we shall imagine ourselves whole, and think 
we have no need of Christ, the heavenly Physician*. 
So long as we cherish a self-justifying spirit, we 
shall be destitute of the Christian virtues of self^ 
abasement and self-renuneiation ; we shall be dispos- 
ed to pour contempt on the sacrifice of Christ, which 
atones for our numberless iniquities ; on his Spirit, 
who regenerates and sanctifies our souls ; and oa 
his glorious robe of righteousness, which covers our 
manifold defects, and presents us '^ faultless before 
the throne of God with exceeding great joy.'* 

g. Are you; then, confined in the prison of sdf^- 
righteotisness ? Do you conceive yourself holy, be- 
cause you do not give into those scandalous vices 
which disgrace the lives of many other persons ? 
Ignorant of the dark and wicked state of your own 
heart, do you suppose that an occasional act of cha* 
■rity^ and a lifeless and insincere performance of ciss^ 
tomary religious duties, is all that the law exacts, as 
necessary to entitle you to heaven ? Filled with a 
sense of fancied excellence, are you ready, in the 
pride of your heart> to cry, " What lack I yet V* Do 

* Isa. Ti. 5. " PsaliB li. 5« 

"« rsalm cxliii. 2» ' Mat. i^. 12. 
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you discover no need of the Holy Spirit s influenc^^ 
to quicken you from the death of sin to a life of 
righteousness ? Are you satisfied with your present 
state, as if you were already sufficiently good, wise, 
and instructed in the things of God'^? Tlien you 
adduce the most glaring proofs that you are under 
the self-complacent delusion which we have been 
exposing ;t^nd that you belong to *^ a generation 
that are pure in their own eyes, and yet are not 
washed from their filthiness^^ ' 

Now, if you adhere to a system which so directly 
militates against the glory of God, disparages the 
atonement of Christ, despises the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and compels you to reject the Gospel, what 
can you expect at last, but that God should say, ^' I 
will declare thy righteousness and thy works ; they 
shall not profit thee ^^ V And then " he will lay judg- 
ment to the line, and righteousness to the plummet; 
and the hail of his indignation shall sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the 
hiding-place %" And how will you feel confounded, 
when you see the fabric, which you have raised on 
this foundation of sand, suddenly demolished, and 
yourself buried for ever in its ruins*! 

10. To prevent a disaster so tremendous in its 
results, cherish the principles of the Gospel ; whibh 
will produce humility for sin, and a state of feeling 
the very reverse of those towering notions which 
have hitherto unhappily possessed your mind. 

Let a sense of the total corruption of your nature*, 
which is the source from whence your evil actions 
originate, huml;fle you in the very dust of self*abase«- 
ment; and, whilst it forces you to exclaim with the 

" Mat. XIX. 20. y Prov. xxx. 12. »' Isa. Ivii. 12. 

• Isa. xxviii. 17--21. • Mat. vii. 26—29. 
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lepers^ " Unclean, unclean !" let it teach you to pray, 
^^ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me ^ V* And let a conviction of 
your inability to save yourself by any performances 
of your own, bring you to Christ by faith, *^ for wis- 
dom, righteousness, sapctification, and redemp- 
tion;**- that, according as it is written, ^^let him 
that glorieth, glory only in the.Lord^" 

1 1 • And as for you. Christian Believers, who oc- 
casionally feel the leaven of a self-righteous temper 
working in your hearts, and inducing you, at times, 
either to forget Christ, the Rock of your salvation^ 
or not to look to him sufficiently for grace and 
strength to invigorate your souls and make them 
fruitful, vi'atch and pray against the sin which is 
productive of such bitter fruits. ' 

Conscious of your short comings, and your need 
of a complete righteousness to save you, exercise 
the same- unshaken faith in Jesus for justification, 
as the prophet Isaiah did, who said, " I will greatly 
•rejoice in the Lord ;« my soul shall be joyful in my 
God : for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation ; he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself 
ivith ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself 
with her jewels**." 

And demonstrate that your confidence in Christ 
is according to knowledge, by its tendency to 
'^ cleanse you from all filthiness of the flesh and of 
the spirit, and to make you solicitous to perfect 
holiness in the fear of the Lord*." 

* Pgalm li. 10. ' * 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. 

*Isa.lxi.l0. •SCor.vii.i. 
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LECTURE LXIX. 
ON HTPocRnrr. 

Job xzvii. 8. For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he 
haJth gained^ when God taheth away his soul f 

The Lord, who sees the heart, and knows all its 
designs^ highly approves of sincerity in thenoi that 
engage in his service. He esteems the strongest 
pretensions of regard to him as deceit, and the most 
costly sacrifice as a splendid abomination in his 
sight, if they are unaccompanied with the sincere 
devotion of the mind. '^ Behold ! thou requirest 
' truth in the inward parts *." Aware of this, David 
prayed, ^^ Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and 
renew a right spirit within me^!" 

1 . Now hypocrisy is directly opposed to sincerity. 
It is the acting of a base and dishonourable pairt, 
under the mask of honesty and virtue. Wicked 
men act hypocritically from sinister motives : they 
practice on the credulity of others, in order to gain 
their confidence, and thus to accomplish their own 
iniquitous designs. 

When the term is used in a relij^ous signifim* 
tion, it imports the assumption of a profession of 
godliness which is not real; die putting on of 
pious appearances which are false^ with a view to 
cover the deceit of the heart, and to. obtain some 
worldly advantage. 

2. This is a «in to which great reproach is al* 
ways attached. Hypocrisy is everywhere detest*- 
able ; but in religion it becomes a crime of a p^cu* 
liarly aggravating nature. In reference to men, it 
is a species of imposition and falsehood practised 

• Psalm H. 6. Mb. 10. 
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upon their credulity, whereby they are injured^ and 
truth is insulted. 

But how increasingly hatefpl do men appear, 
when they put on the outward garb of piety to cover 
the Hypocrisy of their souls ! In what light they arc 
viewed by the Searcher pf all hearts, may be known 
from consulting his word. *^ The joy of the hypo- 
crite is but for a moment **." ** What is the hope 
of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God 
taketh away his soul ^V 

3. The Scribes and Pharisees, in the time of our 
Lord, were chargeable with this grievous sin. They 
pretended to be what they really were not. Chrbt 
reproved their hypocrisy, and described their cha- 
racter with great exactness. Thus he speaks con* 
ceming them : " Do not ye after their works ; for 
they say and do not^" Their practice did not accord 
with their profession. What good they did at any 
time, was, only " to be seen of men V' and to make 
an ostentatious shew of counterfeit virtue ; for 
imder the cover of pious appearances they con- 
cealed the most crying sins. Therefore they were 
compared to ^^ whited sepulchres ; beautiful with* 
out, but full of rottenness and defilement within *." 

In their religious duties, the same hypocritical 
spirit was discoverable. In the solemn act of prayer^ 
when sincerity should mark one thoughts and ex* 
pressions, the Pharisees made pompous professions 
of love to God. But He who could penetrate the 
recesses of their minds, saw the insincerity of 
their pretensions, and addressed them thus : ^' Well 
hath Isaiah prophesied of you, hypocrites ! as it is 

« Job XX. 5. ^ ib. xxvii. 8. ,^ Mat. xxjiL 8* 

f Mat. xxiiL $• ■ ib. 27. 
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written, This people honoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me **." 

They were scrupulous enough in lesser matters ^ 
but neglected the more positive duties prescribed by 
the Law and the Gospel. " They paid tithe of rhint 
and anise and cumin, but omitted the weightier 
matters of the Law — righteousness, judgment, mer- 
cy, faith, and the love of God*." They judged 
others severely for small faults, but spared and vin- 
dicated their own more heinous offences ^^ 

It was not surprising, therefore, that our Lord 
should have said unto them, " Ye are they which 
justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth 
your hearts ; for that which is highly esteemed 
among men is abomination in the sight of God''.*' 

4. Such hypocrites are Mill to be found in the 
bosom of the professing Church of Christ ; and pro- 
bably some such will remain in it to the end of the 
Gospel dispensation. Many will, in every age, ap- 
pear *' in sheep's clothing, who are inwardly as 
ravening wolves'." Tares will be mingled with the 
wheat ; and both must grow together until the time 
of harvest, when an eternal separation is to be 
made"*. 

Let us search our own hearts most diligently, 
that we may see if we can trace any symptoms of 
this accursed leaven in ourselves. Are we then sin- 
cere in our profession of religion ? or do we make it 
from worldly motives, and with a prospect of gain 
or advantage ? 

Do we join in the public worship of the sanctuary 
to glorify the Lord, and, as needy sinners, to obtain 
his blessing ? Do we offer up our petitions for grace 

" Mark vii. 6. » Mat. xxiii. 2S. " ib. 24, 

* Luke xvi. 15. » Mat. \ii. 1 5, • ib. idii. SO. 
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and salvation with a penitent and believing heart; 
conscious, that without an interest in the redemption 
of Christ we must endure for ever the merited in- 
dignation of the Lord ? 

When employed in your secret devotions in the 
doset, and when you assemble your family for prayer 
every morning and evening, do you engage in this 
sacred act to please God, and *' worship him in spi- 
rit and in truth"* ?" or, like hypocrites, do you think 
it expedient to make this outward shew of sanctity 
tcfore the world, to varnish over the insincerity and 
deceit of your hearts ? 

^ When you perform an act of charity, is it done 
from Pharisaic pride, " to be seen of men,** and to 
compound for your sins ; or purely from a principle 
of gratitude to God^^-and compassion for the in- 
digent ? 

Whilst you profess the faith which the Gospel 
enjoins, are you careful to maintain good works, 
and walk holily before the Lord ; hating all un* 
righteousness, and shunning every wicked practice, 
ieven though it may cost yoii a little self*denial, and 
be attended with reproach for Christ's sake ? If 
these are the principles and motives which induce 
you to assume the Christian name, and if you con- 
scientiously honour God by an upright life, then you 
are not hypocrites, but true . followers of Jesus ; 
and, though your best servfces may be marked by 
defects, yet God will accept of your attempts to 
serve him ; and, if you remain stedfast in your 
obedience to Him, the merciful Lord of heaven and 
earth will, for the sake of Christ's righteousness 
and atonement, admit you into the realms of ever^ 
lasting bliss. 

" John iv. 24. "» 1 Cor. xiii. S. 
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Bat if, on examination, yoQ find tha^ you have 
been '^ dfesemblers with God, and that your hearts 
have not been stedfast in his covenant"*/' be asliamed 
before him for your iniquity. Bear in mind, that 
he has seen all your specious acts of hypocrisy, with 
whatever industry you may have attempted to 
conceal them from the observation of your fellow- 
creatures. 

What guilt, then, have you incurred before the 
Majesty of Heaven ? How greatly have you dis- 
honoured him, by the mock homage df your lips, 
and the feigned affection of your souls,' whilst your 
lives have been distinguished only for transgression 
and deceit and falsehood. 

5. Yet there is forgiveness for you, on your 
repentance and amendment. ** Repent, there- 
fore, of this your wickedness ; and pray God, if, 
perhaps, the thoughts of your hearts may be for- 
given youP :*' and, ih future, hate the least approach 
to dissimulation. Pray that your " heart may be 
sound in God*s statutes ;" " that you may not be 
ashamed before Christ, at his coming, but rejoice 
with exceeding great joy." 

And, as ever you wi^h to please the Lord, and to 
advance in the knowledge of the truth, not only 
abandon e\'ery mean and deceitful artifice, but ch&r 
rish sincerity of heart as an inestimable jevyel. 

You should be prompted to this line of conduct, 
because the Spirit of God will not instruct or com- 
fort those " who hold fast deceit, and refuse to let 
it go**.*' The heart which covertly practises ini- 
quity under the mask of godliness, is an abomination 
to the Lord. '* The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him ; and he will shew them his covenant'.'* 

• Pgalm Ixxviii. 36,37. ** Acts viii. 22. 

1 Jer. viii. 5. ' Psalm xxv. H. 
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^^ Bat the face of the Liord is against them that do 
evil^ to cut off the remembrance of them from the 
earth'." 

6. And let no man avail himself of the h3q)0- 
crisy of a few professors, as an argument for su- 
specting the sincerity of all the rest. Blessed be 
God ! there are many who adorn their sacred pro- 
fession by a righteous life. Their conduct proves 
that there is a reality in religion, wherever it is 
savingly embraced. 

Let no man, then, think himself at liberty to 
treat the Gospel as a cunningly^devised fable^ be- 
cause some '^ hold the truth in unrighteousness/' 
and dishonour the Christian name. Men of re* 
probate minds will always convert truth- into error, 
food into poison ; and refuse to obey the Gospel, 
because it demands the utmost integrity of heart 
and life. 

And if hypocrites can discern such excellence in 
religion, as to deem it worth their while to counter^ 
feit it^ this is no mean argumeivt in its defence ; 
since the circulation of base money proves the ex- 
istence of good, of which it is an imitation. And 
you should no more despise true religion, nor de- 
preciate its value, because hypocrites abuse it, than 
you should reject the current coin of the realm, 
because it is artfully imitated by that which is 
greatly inferior to it*. 

• Psalm xxxiv.16. • 2 Tim. iv. 10. 1 John 11/18,19, 



( 213 ) 
LECTURE LXX. 

ON A WORLDLY, CAR£LESS^ AND SINFUL LIFE. 

Mark ir. L9. The tares of this worlds and the tkceitfiUneei cf 
riches, and the lusts cf other things entering m, chohe lA# 
wordf and it becometh tinfruitftiL i 

Most j)eople do not seem to be awar§ of the great 
hazard which they run, by a free intercourse with 
the world. Regardless of consequences, they sail 
down the stream of life with giddy unconcern, as if 
there were no temptations to be encountered, no 
dangers to be apprehended, and no loss to be in- 
curred. Looking upon the world as being capable 
of showering blessings upon them which are ex* 
pected to minister the highest satisfaction, they as- 
isiduously court its smiles, and dread its frowns. 

It is bbvious that this excessive attachment to the 
world, and this great solicitude to secure its friend- 
ship, is founded in ignorance of its real character. 
Take away the disguise which is put upon it, by 
some who cover its crimes and vices with soft and 
imposing names, and weigh its pleasures in the 
scales of Scripturali truth, and the world will not 
appear to have a single charm, for the sake of which 
any man should risk his salvation, and forfeit the 
joys of Paradise. 

" Nevertheless, what saith the Scripture ?'* What 
is the testimony which it bears concerning the spi- 
rit and condition of the world ? Instead of describing 
it in colours which recommend it to our notice, it 
is painted by the word of God in a light which 
proves that we should be afraid to imbibe its spirit, 
to adopt its guilty maxims, or to iinitate its con- 
dtict ; lest we should finally share its dreadful fate. 
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The world is represented as being exceedingly 
depraved ; as being in abject submission to the 
prince of darkness * ; as being a scene of temptation ^ 
and a disordered state in whioh there is ik> lasting 
repose or happiness °. Those who know it b^t ar^ 
assured, by a long experience of its wickedness and 
deceit, that this view of the world is correct ; and 
therefore they justly regard it as the enemy of God, 
and of their own souls ; as an implacable foe, with 
whom they will make no league^ and form no inti- 
mate connexion. 

But do the majority of mankind look at the world 
in this light, and act towards it ^in this manner ? 
No. Fond of its ways and maxims, its corrupting 
pleasures and amusements, they embrace it as a 
friend, with whom they live on a social, footing; 
whose favour they wish to maintain, and whose dis- 
pleasure they are afraid to incur^ more than the 
anger of the Most High God. 

It may be safely conceded^ that so long as we are 
in the world, we must have more or less* intercourse 
with it : we must transact our business, and pro- 
vide for our families: but we may perform the 
proper duties of our station, and yet not give into 
that worldly spirit which is destructive of true reli* 
gion in the soul, and which it is the professed design 
of this discourse to reprove. 

1 • This unholy temper manifests itself in an undue 
valuation of the world, and the things of it ; in 
giving a decided preference to its advantages, plea- 
sures, and enjoyments, above the joys of heaven. 
" Who," says the worldling, in full consistency with 
his sensual judgment and taste, '^ will shew me any 

»lJohnv.l9. *ib. U.15— 18. « Job iii. 17. Micah ii. 10. 
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good^" beyond that which I possess ? Thus his 
heart and affections are exclusively engrossed by 
earthly objects. His happiness is made up in them, 
and be looks for satisfaction from them alone. His^ 
hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, rise or fall^ 
increase or diminish, with the worldly objects that 
produce them. If his temporal circumstances are 
prosperous^ he is pleased, and desires nothing better 
than the poor and wretched satisfaction which they 
impart* If, on the contrary, his secular schemes 
miscarry, he is truly miserable ; and unable to bear 
the adverse frowns of fortune (as it is termed), he 
sometimes has recourse to means which put a per 
riod to his sufferings in this life, but awfully aggra* 
vate them in the next. 

2. We discover the same worldlv disposition in^ 
unregenerate men, as it respects their ardent pursuit 
after carn^ things ; such as, money, pleasure, fame» 
or any other gratification which the world affords^ 
This restless endeavour to obtain ^^ things which 
perish in the using," plainly characterises " the 
carnal mind, which is enmity with God," and 
seeks its satisfiactidn in the inordinate love of this 
present evil world •. Those who live under the.in- 
fluence of this wicked ispirit, indulge an insatiate 
thirst after the vanities, iaahions, and follies of the 
age. Their sensual appeti^s are always clamorous 
for secular enjoyments. As soon as one mode of 
pleasure becomes insipid, and ceases to delight, 
they resort to another, ta fill up the vacuum which 
they feel within them. 

Thu$ they are chiuned to the world, like the 
unhappy slave to the soil which he cultivates : they 
are contented with the servile yoke of Satan their 

^ Psalm iv. 6-^. • 1 Gal. l i. 
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master, and pay a blind and cheerful obedience .to 
bis suggestions. Thus their whole time is coi^ 
fiumed in gratifying the body, in foolishly decorating 
their persons, in frivolous conversation and amass- 
mentd, in idle gossip and unnecessary visits, and in 
devising plans, to kill time, and rob themselves of all 
the sweet consolations of the Gospel here^ and the 
beatifying joys of heaven hereafter. TfiPus wQrl% 
people live and move in the giddy circles of folly aad 
sinful dissipation, as if they bad no souls capable of 
everlasting bliss or sorrow : they act as if there was 
no death to tear them away from the vain scenfis 
which fascinate them ; as if there would be no (by 
of reckoning hereafter, when they must answer for 
the manner in which they have behaved ; as if there 
was no hell, into which every trifling unprofitable 
servant will be cast^ and as if there was no state of 
liappiness beyond the grave^ to recompense the 
righteous for renouncing the world, the flesh, aod 
the devil. 

3. Such a careless sinful life is highly irrationsd : 
it degrades men infinitely below the station which 
they are designed to hold in* the scale of being. 

Even* an Heathen moralist admonishes us, ^^ that 
we we^'e born for nobler ends, than to dissolve in 
pleasure, luxury, and gaiety, and to waste our time 
and talents in pursuing the contaminating amus^ 
ments of the world." ^ 

^ Should we, then, who are enlightened by the bright 
rays of a Divine Revelation, esteem it a proof of a 
good understanding to debase our souls, and thus 
rank ourselves with tiie beasts that perish ? Is it 
any mark of true wisdom, to divest ourselves of the 
man, and play the brute, which is governed only by 

'Mat. XXV. 30. 
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its present feelings, and has no regard to fu- 
turity ? '• 

Shall we, then, account those persons wise, who' 
are held in the most d^rading bondage by carnal 
appetite^ and passions, and slight all the soberest 
dictates of reason and religion ? No. Under what- 
ever specious names they may disguise their con- 
duct, it isfoolish in the extreme ; it is a ^ort of in- 
sanity, that^ without a total and speedy reformation, 
must be followed by consequences fatal to the inter- 
ests of their souls. It is the decision of God him- 
self, that they who ^^ live in pleasure, are dead whilst 
they live';'" and that they ^* who are far from hiiD> 
shall perish V ... 

How can they be spiritually-minded, who have no 
love for God, but indulge in the very practices which 
he most clearly prohibits ? How can they obtain 
salvation and grow in grace, whose thoughts are 
absorbed by the world ? The language of inspira.- 
tion declares that such persons '^ have their portion 
in this life^," and therefore have nothing to expect 
beyond it. 

4. Have you, O ye gay and trifling sinners ! ever 
counted the cost ? Have you fully considered the 
dreadful sacrifice which you must make, if you run 
the absurd rounds of worldly folly and vanity ? Are 
you prepared to lose your souls» and doom th6m to 
endless sufferings, for the sake of ** the pleasures of 
sin, which are but for a short season ^'* Stop ! and 
ponder these questions thoroughly, before you deli- 
Derately choose what will occasion you to shed an 
abundance of unavailing tears. 

The Scriptures persuade yop, in the most forcible 

» 1 Tim. V. 6. * Pfialin Ixxiii. 27. ^ ib. xvii. 1 S, 1 4. 
« Heb. xi. 25. 
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terms, to desist from a worldly and careless and 
.unprofitable* life: they affirm that such a course is 
incompatible with the regard which we owe to God ; 
who claims the devoutest affection of the heart", 
and will not yield up his unalienable rights in favour 
of vain things, which cannot profit nor delivfer^ 
"Will you, then, be enamoured with that which hates 
trod, and manifests an utter dislike to his holy 
government ? Hear, aill ye who idolize the Vani- 
ties of this transitory life, how the Word of Tmth 
stigmatizes your conduct ! — " Ye adulterers ilnd 
adulteresses^ knoW ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God ? Whosoever, there- 
fore, will be a friend of the world, is the enerhy of 
GbdV ^ / 

Are you not afraid, then, to range yourselves on 
the side of the adversaries of the Lord? Will you 
dare to challenge His wrath, who " is able to de- 
stroy both body and soul in hell™?" 

Again; the Scripture solemnly advises you to 
seek a more substantial portion than those vain 
things which charm you ; and which are as earthly 
in their origin, as they are transient and unsatisfying 
in their nature. " Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the -love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world." And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeththe 
will of God abideth for ever"." 

5. Are you one of those inconsiderate persons 
*ho make this world their all, and who esteem its 

" Prov. xxiii. 26. * 1 Sam. xii. 21 . * James itr. 4. 
« Mat. X. 28. • 1 John ii. 15—18. 
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fleeting enjoyments as the best possession that can 
be obtained ? Are you carnal in the prevailing de- 
sires of yoMj^ mind, hankering after riches^ fame^ 
pleasure, and the applause of man, whilst you neg- 
lect the honour which cometh from God only? 
Do you live^as the generality do, buried in the cares 
or carried away by the vicious pleasures of this life ? 
If so, you have cause to tremble at the denunci- 
ations of God s anger against you. It is certain 
you cannot dwell eternally with Him, unless you 
pursue a different course : — " For, if ye live after 
the flesh, ye shall die ; but if ye, through the Spirit, 
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live**." 

Begin, then, the work of repentance^ without 
delay. Through the assistance of Divine grace, 
you will attain a thorough reformation : and this 
necessary aid to strengthen your endeavours will be 
granted, if you seek it earnestly. 

It is, indeed, high time " to cast off the works of 
'darkness, and to put on the. armour of lights'* 

A worldly spirit is a$ destructive of real happi- 
ness, as it is inconsistent with religion. Nor can 
you ever make any progress in righteousness, any 
advancement towards heaven, so long as you " fol- 
low the multitude to do evil." "Wherefore, in 
obedience to God's command, come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty**." 

•Rom. viii. 13. ^ib. xiii. 12. ' 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
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HELPS AND ASSISTANCES J^OB THE ATTAINMEKT 
, OF EELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE. 

LECTURE LXXI. ! 

AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH, AND A CORDIAL BELIEF OF, 
THE DOCTRINES CONTAINED IN THE OLD AND MBW 

TESTAMENTS* 

2 TiiBu i. 13. Holdfast Ae form of sound wotdsy whichAm 
hcut heard of me^ in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus, 

Th ere are spme things^ of which we may be safely 
Ignorant, without any hazard or detriment to our 
souls. We may be destitute of an accurate know- 
ledge of nature, and of the fixed and general laws 
by which the Almighty governs the universe/ We 
tnay not have any correct idea of the magnitude and 
ftistance of the heavenly bodies, nor. of the number 
of the stars. We may be incapable of understand- 
ing and explaining the mysterious connection which 
^subsists between the body and the soul. With a 
thousand subjects of this kind we may not be con- 
versant, and yet by no means endanger our ever- 
lasting welfare ; for the inconvenience arising from 
a want of information concerning these matters is 
but temporary in its consequences, since it can^ only 
affect us in this imperfect state. 

But ignorance of spiritual things is attended with 
the most lafnentable effects. It is replete with dan- 
ger both to soul, and body. It is ruinous to our 
temporal and eternal happiness. We cannot die 
unacquainted with Christ, with redemption through 
his blood, with the pardon of our sins, and the re- 
newing and sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, 
without losing our souls, and being deprived of all 
tixe glory of heaven. 

This consideration ought to make us anxious tt 
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possess an experimental acquaintance vidth ''God 
and his Son Jesus Christ, whom to know is life 
eternal*/* Should not, then, the knowledge of 
Christ by faith, as the way to celestial happiness, be 
our first concern ? Should not every man resolve, 
that: whatever else he forgets or neglects^ he uiU 
" foUpw on to know the Lord**?" 

St. Paul valued such an acquaintance with his 
Saviour above the highest natural acqui^^itions. 
'* What things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ: yea, doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord ; for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung^ 
that I may win Christ *".** 

This saving acquaintance with the salvation that is 
In Jesus must be sought from the Scriptures, the 
grand fountain of Divine knowledge. With the 
great /uhdamental truths which they lay before U5, 
you must endeavour to become more familiar every 
day. By reading, studying, and meditating on the 
Oracles of God, you will gradually acquire a know- 
ledge of heavenly things. Through the assistance 
of the Holy Ghost, you will make a constant and 
uniform progress in Divine things : fresh light will 
break in Upon your mind, to make your path clear^ 
and to assist you in every difficulty. 

And oh| how great a sum of happiness will the 
knowledge of God in Christ impart! It mil afford 
you the most delightful peace ajid satisfaction. It 
Will give you a joyful anticipation of future bliss : 
and, when this frail life is ended, it will put you in 
the undisturbed possession of it for ever. 

) . But be it remembered, that a hearty and sincere 

*Johuxvii.rL ^Hos.vi.S. . «Philiij.Y— la 
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belief of the doctrines which the Bible reveals, is a 
necessary step to the acquirement of that knowledge 
of Christ which bringeth salvation. Those Scrip- 
tural truths which have been treated on in the for- 
mer part of the Work are indefed of the greatest 
moment to us all : they are a treasure of incom* 
parable worth, which should be prized above thou- 
sands of gold and silver. God, who is the author of 
all good things, would not have published the Go- 
spel to ^he world, had it not been especially adapted 
to promote its recovery from sin to righteousness, 
and from misery to lasting happiness : nor would 
the Holy Spirit have inspired men to write thtsi 
Divine truths, if they could have been known by any 
other means. For these reasons, the peculiar doc- 
trines of our holy religion claim the most cordial 
and unreserved belief. 

2. Further, no other religious system which has 
appeared can make the least pretensions to a Reve- 
lation " worthy of all acceptation." The cruelty, 
obscenity, and absurdity of Heathen dogmas shew 
that no religion can beast of doctrines and precepts 
so just, holy, merciful, and good, as those which the 
Bible invites us to believe. Every other mode of 
faith, therefore, except that which the Scriptures 
furnish, ought to be rejected with abhorrence ; be- 
cause it is highly affronting to God " to set at nought 
his counsel," and to follow the vain theories of un- 
inspired men. 

Nor must we countenance the fashionable, but 
destructive error, that one creed is as good as an- 
other ; and that it is no matter what opinions a man 
holds, if he be but sincere in maintaining them'. 
Tliis lax notion not only sanctions, but gives currency 
to the wildest &ncies and the most dreadful here- 
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9ie8 ; whilst it takes off those moral restraints which 
are necessary to bridle the passions. For if mei\ 
can but persuade themselves that any form of reli- 
gion will be equally acceptable, to God, with that 
which He has appointed for our adoption, they will 
soon become indifferent to every kind of faith and 
worship, apd relax into negligence and impiety and 
scepticism. 

The Bible, whilst it prescribes an exclusive reIi-> 
gion, does not give the least encouragement to such 
a latitude of opinion. . It positively assure u^s, that 
*^ he who believeth not the Gospel of Christ, so as 
to frame his life according thereto, shall be danined ^ \ 
'^ that there is no other name und^r heaven givfui 
among men, whereby vi^e mustbe ^aved, but that of 
Christ*;" and finally, that if we reject His atone- 
ment, ^^ there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins^ 
but a certain fearful looking-for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adn 
versariesV 

3. Elxamine yourselves. Have you been accus-< 
tomed to treat the peculiar doctrines of Christianity^ 
mth infidel indifference, or with proud disdain? 
Have you indulged the impious thought, that those 
holy truths are superfluous, and that you will neither 
be better nor worse for what you believe ? Then 
have you dishonoured God, and cast an unjust re- 
flection upon His wisdom and goodness ; as if, by 
making, Christ known to us, as ^' the way, the truths 
and the life V' he had done what is unnecessary or 
useless. 

How presumptuously wicked is it for guilty crea-^ 
tures thus to sit in judgment on God, and to censure 
bis wise and merdfal dispensations ! As he wilt 

* Mark xvi. 16. • Acts it. 12. 

* Heb. X. 26— so. > John xiv. 6. 
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ptiilish the impenitent despis(ets of hts grac6 wHk 
^erlasting destruction, it is fexpedi^nt for you to'bc 
humbled for your past contempt of his Gospel,' and 
to pray, " Let my heart be sodnd in Thy statutes, 
that I be not ashamed^!'* 

4. The doctrines of Christ, then, must not be 
held as niatters of speculation, which we are at 
liberty to treat with the same freedom as the idle 
conceits of fallible men : for it is not likely that our 
hearts a,nd conduct will be much affected by any 
system of religious principles which we think we 
hsLve authority to entertain or reject at our own dis- 
cretion. Every thing unanswerably proves that we 
Heed a specific rule of faith to which we may con- 
fetm, ahd a certain standard of morals by which our 
actions may be regulated, before our minds can be 
brought into that state of submission to the wilt of 
G^ on which our happiness in both worlds so nnuch 
depends. They must, therefore, be received into 
the heart, and be sincerely embraced as articles of 
faith^ if we desire " to pull down the strong-holds 
of sin and Satan, to cast down every towering ima- 
gination, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and to bring into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ'** 

" The word of God worketh effectually in all them 
tfiat believe"." In whatever heart " the good seed 
is sown, and takes root, it brings forth fruit to |>er- 
fixation," producing love to God, and a constraining 
dasire to walk agreeably to his directions. But when 
foith is not mixed with the Divine word, so as to in- 
corporate it with the soul, no such effects attend it. 
We see no symptoms of true contrition, of love tb 
God, of gratitude to Christ, and entire d evotion to 

^ Ptolm oxix. 80. * 2 Cor. x. ^, 5. '^ 1 Tbess. ii. 1 S« 
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Hb service^'where the awful verities of the Gospel 
gfe treated as speculative opinions ; but» on thf 
contraryi all those fruits of impiety which naturalljf 
spring from a fallen undisciplined mind. ^ 

But, whether men know it or not, God ha^ dis7 
islpsed the sacred truths of the Bible for the| iposi 
important purposes : first, that we may learuvfroiti 
jdiem, what we. should .believe ; and, secondly^ what 
we should practise. The Gospel is designed " foe 
^obedience to the faith, among all nations ^'* They^ 
whoembrace it, and act conformably to its dictates, 
are and will be blessed : but th^ey who disparage o« 
undervalue or disobey it, are in a state of condem- 
nation i^Iready ; and, unless the mercy of God inter- 
pose, they will become monuments of his wrath, 
through all eternity \ ^^ Blessied are they who. hear 
the Word of God, and keep it. "^r " Whoso looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty, (that is, .the Gps|ieK 
which liberates the soul from the bondage of sin ^nd 
the malediction of the violated Law^) and contii^ueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed ''•'/. 

5. Let it never be forgotten, that the doctrine of 
the Christian religion must be received as indi3pf5nf 
sably necessary to salvation . There is no Royal road 
to heaven — no privileged and convenient, path* to 
celestial glory, in which we can iKipe to be exempted 
ftovi the trouble of ^* taking up the cross of Christ,, 
and following him in the regeneration^/' *^ Strait if 
the ga^, and narrow is. the way, which leadeth unto 
life,, and few there be. that find it V ^^ Jl.am ti^ 
way^ the truth, and the life : no man cometh to th^. 
Father, but by me V ., , , ^ .^ 

^ Roma. 5.; *Jo1init1.S6. "Luk6xL28. *» James i/SjS. 
^ Mat. xvi. 24. ' ib. vit. 14. "> John xiv. 6.. . 
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The knowledge of Christ does save all who attt&tfi 
It. Numbers in every age can attest that the grace 
of Jesus has illuminated, sanctified, and blessed 
them. ^Before their conversion, they were covered 
With darkness, laden with guilt, and' oppressed with 
fear. But, on their reception of the Gospel, the^ 
became pious, devout, and happy. 

Would you experience its saving power ? Then 
admit the word of salvation into your heart. Sub- 
mit to its gracious influence, that it may purify your 
tiffections, and fix them upon the^ heavenly Canttan, 
*' where true joys are only to be found.*' 

: 1^ Sw— 

LECTURE LXXIL * . 

THB COSrsCIEMTlOtJS tTSB OF THE MEANS OF GRACBr 

&ekiel xzxvi. 87.^ ThuM sctiA die Lwd God; Itoitt yei fit 
' Mb b§ inquired ofhy the Haute oflkreieif todaitjhe* them 

Cod could, we are sure, accomplish his designs, 
and bestow spiritual blessings upon us, without the 
intervention of means and instruments. He created 
the world by his Sovereign fiat. '* He spake, and it 
was done; he commanded, and it stood fast V* "By 
the Word of the Lord were the heavens made, and 
IKll the host of them by the breath of his mouth V* 
Such a display of Omnipotence might be expe* 
dient at first,' to evince the uncontrouled power of 
the Lord, and his indfependeace of finite thiogs' and 
treatures : but now we see that Jehovah, in his ge- 
neral operations both in nature atid grace, conde- 
scends to accomplish his purposes by the agency of 
means, to which he gives a fitness to answer some 
valuable end. 
' We a&Ly unc€ this \me appointitibnt throughout 

• PsaMi xxxiif. 9: * ib. v.«. 
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.all nature. The earth is warmed by the geniid 
influence of thesun, and rendered fruitful by t^e 
refreshing shower. Day and night are occasioned hy 
the dsing and getting of the sun. The dua circular 
tion of the blood through the arteries and vdns is 
the caiis« of continued life and health ; whilst the 
vital fluid itself is produced and outde fit for its purr 
pose^ by means of food digested in the stomach* 

Qod acts in this manner ta;9et us an example of 
industry in the use of rnean^ adstpted to answer the 
proposed end- Perhaps be saw that^ in our present 
imperfect state, we should not rightly esteem his mer* 
cies, if we could gain them without care and labour* 

As matters now stand, the necessity of exerting 
ourselves to secure what vtdll conduce to our wellr 
being is productive of real baitefit, by calling' o^r 
faculties into exerdse. We cannot obtain a \M$^ 
ing from God on our souls, without we have rel^ourse 
to those very means which he has institutedy and 
wiucb, we may rest assured, are foundied in the%m09t 
perfect wisdom ; an4 they must be employed \V4(h 
sincerity and be persevered in^ and prayer muist be 
offered for the Di vit^e blessdng, to nuike them eiGe^ual* 

1 « Then use all the means of grace, with a sincere 
desire that they may be mi|de profitable to yonr 
sottls. In all transactions^ ^^ honesty is the ,be^t 
policy ;'* because it proceeds in a straight jcouiuk^* to 
its object^ and is always fraught with most real ad- 
vantage. But deceit fears detection, becauiseat \§ 
oonsaous of actwg dishonestly. . • 

Now, 1^re^ oap injbegrity be so necesisary, as 
in our ipt^rconfse w^/tb^ «ll-se€ing God, whp^ ia 
acquainted vnth every design we entertain.^ It is 
not difficult, at' tiiitos,. to in^pose on our, fp^low^ 
creatures^ by, a specious shew of piety •^ . but to 



deceive God, who knoweth the secrets of the heor^ 
is utterly impossible. Hence we are eautioned 
against hypocrisy in all our approaches witb the 
Lord, as that grievous sin which will be finally ex- 
posed/'and treated with the punishment it deserves. 
*^ Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for what- 
soever a man soweth, that sliall he also reap'^.'' 

When, therefore, you present your suppUendon* 
to God for • mercy to blot out your siw, and for 
grace to renew and purify your hearts from vain and 
unholy imaginations; when you pray that he would 
enable you, by the aslsistaase of his Sacred Spirit, 
to put in practice the 'good resolutions which yoti 
have formed, and preserve you from the teii^»tations 
of the world; be sincere in these applications* to 
^rod; and let the words of your mouth be the ge«> 
nuine fedings of your breast^. 

A deep sense of your spiritual wants mil teach 
you the valoe of the means, and the expediency of 
using them with a spedal reference to the proposed 
end. Hie grand object which ydu profess to be 
seeking, namely, the salvation of jrour souls, should 
be eve#'kept in sight. You will never, fike the 
insincere formalist, be- unconcerned whether your 
endeavours to obtain the blessing succeed or not; 
An answer to your fervent petittons will be looked 
for with the greatest solicitude'. 
^ 2. Let the ordinances of religion be constantly 
And diligently observed. Rdigious haUts are not 
acquired in a day. It is a work of much time to 
i^oot out of the heart those Utter weeds which have 
been Rowing ever dince we were born. The means, 
therefore, whieh'God has appointed for eradicating 
evil lust^ and affections, and for implanting righteous 

« Gal. vi. 7. •* Psalm xix. 14. . * ib. cxxx. 6, 6. 
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ibpoihioni in the socil, must be tried wkh pft^ 
<ieiice and persisted in; until it shidi please Him to 
erown them with the desired sacoess. ^^ Wait oh 
the Lord; be of good courage; and he shall 
strengthen thine heart : wait, I say, on die Lord %'' 

There is nothing truly excellent, in nature or art, 
^ich is tile product of a moment. Almost every 
thing that is destined for great usefelness, is slow in 
its teeghmings, and sure in its progress towards per^ 
fection. > 

So it hi4>pens, generally speaking, in the ksng# 
dotal of grai^e. The heart is, for die most part, ^a» 
dually enlightened with the knowledge of God, imtil 
it emerges *' out of darkness: into marvellous Kghl^T 
^^ The kingdom of God is like a grain cif mustardU 
seed, which, wtien it ts >sown, is less than all tiie 
seeds that be in the esirtlr: but,, when it is'sDwic,iit 
growetli up, and becometh greater ^a aH'hdIrbs; 
and shooteth out great branches, so -that theifoania 
<)ftheair may lo(i^ under theshadosrof itf;" . 

You'will not desist, then, from perusing Ate Scrips 
tures, nor from hearing sermons, nor from ai!iy le^ 
Ugious exercise, because the spiritual go«id ^ick 
you are seeking is delayed for the trial of your iiitb4 
but this delay will only increase your importiinityj 
. ud cause you to say, *^ I Will not 1^ thee go, escept 
thou bless me'l" By this holy perseveraneein sOpra 
pUeatson^ the Canaanitish woman prevailed with 
Christ ^ ; and by the same holy earnestness the bttnd 
man recovered bb sight ^ If you sue for pardon and 
salvation in a similar spirit of iaitb, you mil moal 
assuredly obtdn -^ the blessing fimn the Lord^ a»di 
righteousness from the God of your salvation/* <^ i 

• Psaliri Mvii. 14. * Mark iv. 30^33. '» Gen. xxxii. 24-^*0. 
^ Mat. zv. 22— 29. ■Lukexwii.a5~43. 



iaid Botudto the seed of Jacob, Seek ^me^ in vain'':'* 
'^ Ask, anditshaU be given you r seek, and ye^liaU 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you^" 

3. The means of grace should be used in faith. 
We should not make it a question whether they are 
efficacious, and adapted, to answer the end for which 
they are designed, or not. It is affronting to God 
to despise or undervalue those ^^ wells of salvatiaQ-' 
which he hath opened unto us ; and to say with dis- 
dain, " Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Dsr 
Qiaseus, better than all the waters of Israel ? may 
I not wash in them, and be clean ™ ?" Let the 
preaching of the word, and all the means of gta<^, 
be.regmxled as Divine appointments, which He will 
honour and bless ; for ^' So (saith the Lord) shall ibj 
iword be that goeth forth out of my ipoutb ; it shall 
not return unto me void:; but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it^shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it V 

4. Theymustbeusedittdependenceon thepron^isf 
of God to make them effectual. ^^ Then shall ye know, 
if ye ifollow on to know the Lord %" is th^ gracious 
assurance given to everyone who seel^ salvation in 
tl^ name of Christ. But the means cannot ensure 
the end, without the blessing of God .upon the Use of 
them. The exertion of ploughing and sojwing will 
not produce a crop, if the sun and rain are withheld, 
which, are requisite to bring the seed sown tO per? 
fectioB. In like manner^ we must. Idok up to God 
for his assis|tance ; for without the quickening enei^gy 
of the Holy Ghost, no means will ev^r • succeed in 
eoQvertiog the soal of man, : and maldng it product 
iive of «very good word.' and vfork^ 

. * Istt. xlv. 19. • Mat. vii. 7, 8. •2 Kings ▼. 1—14. • 
"isa.lv. 11. ?H«seavi..3fc 
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The ChrifiliaQ is taogfat to exert Mmndf most <K* 
%aiitiy t biit; afteir all, to depend on Ditine aid lor 
crowning his exertions with success. ^^ Work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling.; for it 
is God which worketh in you both to will and ^o do, 
of his good pleasure ^" 

^ Seriously invoke, then, the influeilce of the Spirit, 
to seal the instructions of his word on your heart ^ 
ift order ^^ that th^ means of grace may afford you 
the hope of glory^" 

5. When the ordinances of religion are used in 
the spirit we have recommended, they will certainly 
conduce to the desired end ; because they are the 
appointed channels through which God conveys his 
grace to them that truly seek him. 

Agreeably to his own declaration, we mu^t expect 
his blessing in this very way* ^^ A new heart w31 1 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.; 
and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh ''.'^ Yet, 
at the same time, to stimulate us to a holy activity 
in the use of nieans, God suspends the grant of 
this unmerited favour, upon our compliance with 
his command to be diligent in the pursuit of the 
promised salvation : — " For all this will I be in- 
quired of, to do it for them V* 

How presumptuous, then, is it to dream of heaven, 
without using the efibrts which are needful to obtain 
it ! Caa the husbandman reap where he has not 
sown ? Can we succeed in any of our worldly con- 
cerns, without thought, and labour, and patience } 
Now, although men admit the$e self-evident maximi 
lis being applicable, to the business of life, yet they 
practically deny them in religion, and genei^Uy 

'Phil. ii. 12, IS. ' Esek. xxxvi/26, 27. 'ib. T.S7. 
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concur iii neglecting; the meant nrlueh^d^ght to' be 
used' for tfaeir ^dlvation ; as if the unspeakable 
blessing could be secured without any difficuUy. 

This, however, is a sad infatuation, which cannol 
fail to destroy us, if it be rested in ; for the Lor4 
mil give his blessing to those only who do his will 
'^ r IdVe them that love'nie; and those that seek 
me early shall find oie*." ^' Blessed is th^ in9A 
that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, wag- 
ing at the posts of my door^*' 

• Ptot. viii. 17. ' ib. via. S4, Jdin ▼!}. 17. . 



LECTURE LXXIIi: 

. OM TUB OBSERVANCE OF THE ^AaBATH. 

Exod, zx. 8. Remember Ae SahhcUh'dayy io keep it holy, ' 

Aftb& Adam was created, God saw fit to determine 
that a portion of his time should be solely occupied 
in His service ; and that the rest should be allowed 
him for the management of his secular affairs. That 
part pf our time which God claims for the worship of 
.Himself, is one day out of seven ; which is to be 
exclusively devoted to the glory of His name. 

But it must not be forgotten, that Jehovah expecU 
us to find leisure every day for those religious exer- 
cises, which tend. to honour Him, and promote the 
health of our souls. Our bodies stand in need of 
constant aliment, to keep them alive : and will not 
pur souls famish, if they are not regularly sustained 
by Christ, who is " the bread of life which came 
down from heaven *r* 

To nourish our immortal souls, and to prevent us 

» John vi. 32—36. 
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from being so much absorbed with worldly car«s,.ai 
to overlook our spiritual interests^ God h^ wis^ 
instituted one particular day, for ^»mmemorating 
the creation of the worlds and for receiving the re- 
tigions homage and grateful praises and thanks- 
givings of his intelligent creatures. 

We have an account of the institution of the .Sab- 
bath^ and the reason assigned for it, in the secoi>4 
chapter of Genesis: — ^^'And on the seventh day, 
God ended his work which he had made ; and he 
rested on the seventh d&y from all his work which he 
had made. And God blessed the seventh dav^ and 
sanctified it ; because that in it he had rested from 
all his work which God had created and made*^."* 

A due regard tp the Sabbath was enjoined upon 
the Jewish Nation, after their deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage, in language which implied that 
the command ta hallow it had not been unknown to 
them before : — ^* Remember the Sabbath-day, to 
keep it holy V* 

That this command, however, was not restricted 
in its application to the Israelites, but is of univer- 
sal obligation, extending to all nations and every in* 
dividual on earth, is obvious, from the use of the 
second person, which is prefixed to this as well as 
the rest of the Ten Commandments. It will be ex* 
pediept to shew how the Sabbath may be profaned, 
and in what the, due observance of it consists. 

1. Every kind of servile work and labour is in* 
compatible with a proper respect to this day of 
sacred repose, on which God absolutely prohibit^ us 
from doing any thing which ought, to be done at 
another time. ^^ Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all thy work. But the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
^Gen.ii.2,3. *£xod.xx.8. > 
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the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work *, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-ser- 
vant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle^ nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates**." 

2. Every description of pleasure, amusement, di- 
version, and sensual indulgence, should be studi- 
ously avoided ; because it is not only contrary 
to the Divine injunction, but produces a levity of 
s|Mrit which does^ not comport with that sobriety of 
thought, and gravity of manners, which a day set 
apart to the worship of God demands. 

Furthermore ; excursions, idle visits, and enter- 
tainments ; vain, trifling, or unprofitable conversa- 
tion ; reading of books which are not of a religious 
tendency ; writing of letters on business, or making 
of bargains and contracts ; are sinful breaches of the 
Divine law. 

How little does the profane conduct of multitudes 
accord with the requirements of God's command, 
to "remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy!" 
This sacred ds^yis dishonoured, in the most open and 
shameful manner, by millions who call themselves 
Christians, but who, in this respect, are worse than 
unenlightened Pagans. The total absence of same 
from the house of God, and the partial attendance of 
others; the unholy conversation and practices of 
many, who on Sundays indulge themselves in luxury 
and evil company, and hunt after carnal diversions 
to beguile away the tediousness of these holy so«- 
lemnities ; are gross affronts offered to God, who wiH 
hereafter avenge them on impenitent ^transgressors. 

Have not you thus desecrated and abused the 
Lord's Day ? Reflect on the guilt*of such violations 
of his high command. Beseech him to pardop your 

^ £xod.xx.9, 10. 
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oifences ; and pray that in future you may reve* 
rence the Sabbath, by devoting it, as a holy day, to 
God, as well as a season of grace and improvement 
to your souls. 

3. The right observance of the Sabbath requires 
not only a cessation from all labour, but, as the 
term implies, a state of entire rest in the service 
and worship of God. The whole of our time, on 
this sacred day, ought to be occupied in devotional 
exercises ; except those intervals of it whieh are 
employed in works of necessity for ourselves, or in 
acts of charity and mercy to others. 

4. A uniformly regular attendance on the publie 
ordinances of God's house cannot be dispensed witb, 
in those who are at all concerned to honour hitiv, 
and promote their own salvation. When we are in 
his sanctuary, a holy awe and reverence should cha- 
racterize our conduct. With the hearing and read- 
ing of his word, and with due meditation thereon^ we 
should join in sijicerely praying for the blessing of 
Heaven on our souk. 

After Divine worship is ended, we should remoyc 
to our closets ; and then, reflecting on the truths 
we have heard, should enter into the examination of 
our souls, to see what profit we have derived from 
the solemn transactions in which we have been en^ 
gaged. Nor ought we to forget to entreat the Spirit 
of the Lord to water the seed sown, and make it take 
deep root, and produce abundantly the fruits of 
righteousness, to His glory. 

The intermediate hours, which are not taken up 
in public worship, should be profitably employed in 
a careful perusal of the word of God, and prayer for 
Divine teaching to understand it. . . 

A portion of this sacred interval should be spent in 
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tlie bmily drcle, in instriicting our children and ser- 
vants, and in instilling into their minds the know- 
ledge of God. Meditation on the glory and happi- 
ness of heaven^ conversation about the salvation of 
the soul through faith in Christ;^ will furnish im- 
portant subjects for discourse on the Sabbath, with 
th(3se who are more immediately committed to our 
care, as parents and masters. 

5« Now, a Sabbath thus religiously spent bmigs 
more real comfort with it, to a pious mind, than, vxf 
gratification to be reaped from carnal enjoyments. 
And were our souls truly spiritualized ^nd enlighten* 
'Cd by Divine grace, we should esteem such a mode 
,of employing these holy seasons a high privilege, and 
«veiy objection urged against it as aa indication of a 
;Woridly mind which is at enmity with God. ^^ One 
day," said the Royal Psalmist, ^^ spentin thy courts, 
is better than a thousand elsewhere. I had rather 
be a door-keeper in tlie house of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness*." 

6. The institution of the Sabbath is confessedly a 
great benefit to all classes of the community. Tht 
inorals, health, and happiness of nations are so much 
ameliorated by its due observance, that even'unbe* 
jKevens, who question its obligation, will readily ad- 
jnit its utility. Indeed, were it not for the general 
knowledge which is dif&sed by r<^ligious instruction, 
4ind the salutary restraints imposed ^by this sacred 
4ay of rest, we should have few, if any, traces of 
genuine piety left amongst us ; but should most 
^probably, in a short time, degenerate into a state of 
barbarism and spiritual ignorance. , 

The n^lect of the Sabbath is the fruitful cause of 
that profligacy and dis$ipjEitipn and. irreligipq which 

* Pcalm Ixxxiv. 10. 
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too much prevail in the higher classes of society/ and 
the prolific source of those vices which are founil 
among the lower. Many of those unfortunate cul* 
prits who annually forfeit their lives to the justice of 
their injured country, avow, on the scaffold, that 
they were easily led into the commission of those 
offences which have ended in an ignominious death, 
by a disregard to the duties of the Lord s Day. 

7. All, then, who value their souls will dread the 
guilt of Sabbath-breaking, whereby they provoke 
.God, and become an easy prey to every temptation, 
listen not to the invitations of those who would 
seduce you into this act of rebellion against tbe^King 
of Heaven ; to whose righteous law and govern^ 
mentyou ought to live in dutiful sulijecfion. ^' If 
sinners entice thee, consent thou not^;" neither be 
partakers of their evil deeds. 

All those who wish to promote the good of 
society will venerate this holy day ; and endeavour 
to prevail on others^ both by argument and example^ 
to do the same : ever remembering, that civrl order 
and subordination on the one hand, and the icause 
of morality and religion on the other, wiH prevail, 
in a kingdom, in exact proportion as the worsh^ 
and fear of God are kept up amongst the pec^ 
who compose it. 

Parents, masters, and guardians, frequent the 
house of God on tlie Sabbath ; and enforce, by 
Christian persuasion and authority', the attendance 
of your children, servant^, dependants, and all over 
whom you have anyinfluence. Do not suffer them 
to spend any part of this sacred day in ifiveissimift, 
or with wicked companions ; but take care ta exhibit 
the blessed effects of piety in your own fives, thtt 

' Pror. i. 10, 16. » Gen xtSi. 19. 
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they, also may be excited to seek the blessings of 
the Gospel, for an everlasting possession. "Bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord V' 
Recollect you are responsible, in a high degree, for 
the misconduct of those whom God has confided 
to your care. If they should become unrighteous 
lor want of proper instruction and a good example^ 
they will perish, " but their blood will be required 
at your hands'." A consideration of the curse which 
will fall on the heads of those who have been neg- 
ligent in their duty to their tender offspring and 
servants, and of the blessing which will come 
Upon those parents who have honoured God by 
a religious life, will equally prompt you to use 
the utmost diligence in teaching all, under, your 
immediate charge, the fear of the Lord ; that, ha\dng 
served Him together on earth, you may mutually 
rejoice in His presence and favour in heaven. 

The following remarks on the good which may be 
derived from the proper observation of the Sabbath, 
by Sir Matthew Hale, who was one of the most en- 
lightened judges that ever sat on the English Bench, 
are worthy of the most serious attention. ^^ I have, 
by long and sound experience, found that the due 
observance of this day, and of the duties of it, has 
been of singular comfort and advantage^to me. The 
' observance of this day hath ever had joined to it a 
' blessing on the rest of my time* ; and the week that 
hath been so begun hath been blessed and prospered 
- to me : and, on the other side, when I have been 
negligent of the duties of this day, the rest of the 
week has been unsuccessful, and unhappy, as to my 
own secular employments; so. that I could easily 
make aii estimate of my successes in my own 

^ £ph. vi. 4?. ^ Ezek. xxxiii. 6. 
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secular employments the week following, by the 
manner of my passing this day : and this I do not 
say slightly, or inconsiderately, but upon a long and 
sound observation and experience." 

Nor is this account at all incredible, when it is 
considered that the Sabbath is a means of grace, in 
which God often smiles on the souls of his people, who 
are refreshed with the abundance of peace, whilst 
they " draw water out of the wells of Salvation"." 

The promises of the Lord warrant us to expect 
that he will bestow tokens of his regard on those 
who honour His holy day. " To every one that 
keepeth . the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh 
hold of my covenant ; even unto him will I give in 
ihine house and within my walls a place and a name 
better than of sons and daughters : I will give hint 
an everlasting name, that shall not be cut ofF^" 

"Isa^xii.S, Mb.lvi.3-&. 
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4 ■ 

READING THE SCRIPTURES. 

John T. 39. Search the Scriptures : for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life : and they are they which testify of me. 

If God, from commiseration to our ruined condi- 
tion, and from a desire to do what was expedient to 
make us happy, has vouchsafed the inestimable gift 
of his Holy Word, it is a duty incumbent on us to 
search^ examine, antl weigh its contents. 

No consideration is wanting to enforce upon us a 
devout regard to the Scriptures. They are " given ty 
inspiration of God :" and shall He speak. to us about 
our salvation, and we refuse to listen to his gracious 
words ? Is there nothing in a proclamation from 
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Heaven^ to rebels who have made themselves ob- 
noxious to His wrath, to engage their attention? Are 
we in danger every moment of mistaking our path, 
and destroying our souls ; and can we coolly reftise a 
guide, who offers to conduct us safely through this 
troublesome world, to a land of everlasting rest and 
peace ? Has the redemption of Christ, which is a 
theme so big with wonder that " angels desire to 
look into it/ no power to attract our hearts ? Surely^ 
if we dp not rightly esteem so invaluable a treasure, 
we not only affront God, but manifest a stupid un- 
concern about our eternal welfare, — an indifference 
which, in the end^ will prove fatal to us^ if we per- 
sist in it. * 

Hie diligent perusal and study of the Scriptures is 
strongly inculcated by God . himself. ^^ And these 
wordsj which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart : and thou shalt teach them diligently to 
thy children : and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way^ and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up*." 

All the Sacred Penmen exhort us to meditate 
friequently iipon the Word of God. " Search the 
Scriptures^, was the command of Christ ; who, as 
well as his Apostles, constantly appealed to the Di- 
vine Oracles, supposing their hearers were ac- 
quainted with them. In the same manner. Mini- 
sters, in their public addresses, appeal to Scripture 
in support of the doctrines which they teach. 

How, then, can their auditors be competent judges 
of tKe force of their arguments, unless th^haye 
some knowledge of the Bible? I shall, therefore, 
give some brief directions for performing this dutjr 
with advantage. 

• Deut. vi. 6—10. ^ John r. 39. 
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READING THE SCRIPTURES. Ml 

i- Search the whoU'()f the Scriptwrfes contkihed 
in the Old and New Testanyevits, that yon ni^y see 
their design and tendency. Every part of the sacred 
volume should be accurately examined, in order that 
its relation to the rest may be better'understobd.' 
• It may be admitted; without undervaluing' their 
just authority, that all the truths revealed in the 
Bible are not equally* important ; yet every thing 
which it contains has its special use, and is by no 
meails unnecessary or unimportant. We rtiay safely 
bestow less attention on those portions oiF Holy Writ 
which contain no doctrifie of moment': yet .the 
whole, as being the word of God, is entitled to a pro- 
portionate share of serious consideration ;> fc^r one 
part throws light lipon another ; diud therefore we 
cannot discern the coincidence and harmony of the 
Scriptures, tinless we have 'w suitable acquaihtaoie' 
with the: whole of them. t m" .>.>. 

It would greatly facilitate our acquiring ageneral" 
knowledge of the Bible, to assign separate portioi^s 
of time for reading it. • TherCHd TleStament may Be 
perused in 'tb«!tnornin^, and the New in the evfeh-' 
ing. When the whol6 is re$d, by the help of ittdj'- « 
ginal references one passage may be confipared with 
another, aiid thus the mutlial dependence df the 
several parts on each other will be more distinctly 
seen: The New Testament will appeal^ as'a va- 
luable clue to tmravel the intricacies of ^ the^Old: 
and the important lessons which vhtey both teach' will ' 
appear to rest on tHeiam^ common ^'foundation oJF-^ 
the \Apostles and fVophets, .Jeiius 'Chrii^t hiims^'* 
beitig.tbc chief /cornej^nStoneV' • i' ' • ' ' r » : 

fiy/sucbta; m6tlio(ifi[s;is hf(iepft>p()secl/ii person - 
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may beooioe familwrly aCqueioH;^ with the Scrip- 
tures in a few years : and, whilst the plan si^ested 
of reading through the Bibje mU prove, highly bene- 
ficial to parents and masters* it will be fooad profita- 
ble to children and servants^ who will thereby ob- 
tain a comprehensive view of the religion of the 
Gospel, and be prepared for reaping every benefit 
from the public instructions of God's house* 

2. Read the Bible every day ; and not^ as smne 
do^ merely on particular occasions, or, at most, on 
the Lord's Day, when their attention is more espe- 
dally invited to it; but regularly, and at stated 
p(^riods« < 

The Word of God is the food 9nd nourishment of 
the soul, which requires constant support as well as 
the body. If, therefore, the mind be not frequently 
supplied with heavenly aliment, it.will.be filled mth 
those vain thoughts which mil only pollute and de- 
stroy it**. 

«In the mornuig, $ome leisure moments should be 
spared to inspect the Scriptures. And again, in 
the evening, when you retire from the hustle and 
labours of the day^ the perusal of the £)ivine Word 
should be resumed. 

The most striking texts and portions of it should 
b^ committed tp memory, that they may direet our 
path, and instruct us how to dbchai^e every doty. 

Many advantages may be expected to r^ult from 
this practice: you will thereby furnish yourselves 
with the strongest motives to a holy, discreet, useful, 
and happy life. When your minds are enlarged by an 
acquaintance with Sacred Writ, you will acquire the 
most valuaUe knowledge, ajppU(»bIe to the vkious 

f6en.vi.5. JojmvLGS* I^mjux. 10,11. 
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rdalions which you sustain ; and thus yon will be 
quaHfied to become a blessing to all around you» 
whilst you will be made wise unto salvation. 

Let every one^ then, r^rd that day as shame- 
fully misspent, in which some portion of the Scrip- 
tures has not been read. Consider every excuse for 
neglecting to read them, where it can be done, as 
trifling and of no avail ; affronting to God, whose 
goodness is thereby despised ; and injurious to the 
interests of your souls, which are overlooked, per- 
haps, for the gratification arising from some worth- 
less or sensual pursuit. 

But, as in other religious duties, so in reading the 
Bible, it is important to pay attention to the spirit 
in which it is performed. For want of duly ob- 
serving this caution, many hear and read the Oracles 
of God without any benefit whatever to their souls*, i 
3. In order to make tliis sacred study more gene- 
rally profitable, peruse the Bible with a teachable 
disposition. Lay aside every prejudice against it, 
which you have imbibed from infidel books or com'- 
puiions ; for, until these are removed, they will 
prove a serious obstruction to your advancement in 
Divine knowledge. 

If you meet with a. difficulty in the Scriptures, 
which you cannot solve, instead of cavilling at it as 
an absurdity, because it is above your compreheiH 
sion, rath^ wait for clearer light ; suf^osing it to 
be much more pndbfable that you are mistaken, than 
the AlUifrise God, whose word is unadterably true. 

Gome to this fountain of light, n6t with precon- 
ceived opinions, but with a disposition to learn from 
it what you must do to be saved^ Say, vnnh Elihu 
^^ That ndiich I see • not, teach thou me V* And thus ^ 

*Heb.i?.2. 'Jobxuiv.SS. . 
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wisdom .will be . communicated from i above, which 
will enable you to understand " the things that 
make for your peace." 

4. Read the Scriptures with meditation on their 
contents. It is highly irreverent to turn over the 
pages of the Bible as you would those of an ordi- 
nary book ; becauise " it has God for its author, sal- 
vation for its end, and, truth, without any mixture of 
error, for its matter^^" 

There is something in every chapter deserving of 
notice. When you come to a passage in which 
some important truth is inculcated, you- should note 
it, and endeavour, by holy meditation, to extract 
therefrom the particular instruction which it is de- 
signed to convey*. 

. 5. Search the Scriptures, with prayer for the 
Divine blessing, to enable you to discover their 
spiritual meaning. We must expect, in a Reve- 
lation from God, that there would be some things 
hard to be understood**^. These difficult passages 
are intended for the exercise of oiir faith and pa- 
tience, and, above all, to teadi us the necessity of 
Divine illumination, "that the eyes of our under- 
standing being enlightened by the Spirit of the 
Lord, we may knoW wliat is the hope of his calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the Saints \" 

( " He alone, who inspired the Scriptures, can help 
JUS to understand them : and if we read then! in de- 
pendence on, and prayer far, his tieaching, he' will 
lead us into; all truth, as fiur as our safety, p6ace^ and 
duty may require it*" ■ , ' . ' . 

0. Read the Bible for the expi*es5 purpose' of 
learning froiti.it the will of God, and reducing- it to 

''Locke* • Heb. il. 1— 4. " '2- Pet. liii l6— 18. 
»» Eph, L 18— 20. 
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pracUcfe; The .Scriptures disclose a system of hea- 
venly truth, wliich is inteiided ^^tb make us wise 
unto salvation." This, it must be. our aim, hy dili- 
gent searching, to find out. Leaving the perverse 
disputations of fallible men, we ought to inquire. 
What does God enjoin us to believe and do ? 

You must be prepared to hearken, and to bow 
with reverence to the decisions of God's word, how- 
ever contrary they may be to your former opinions^ 
or to. those of others who are reputed for their wis-^ 
dom. 

W^^ught to. respect the authority of. God, who 
speaks to us in .his word ; and . not to doubt the 
truth of any thing he has revealed ;. but to study its 
meaning with patience. 

" We should search the Scriptures, as the naviga- 
tor consults his chart, and makes his observations, 
that he may discover where -he is, and what course 
he must steer ;'^^or as any one looks into a glass, 
that he may both know what manner of man he is, 
and learn to adjust what is unbecoming ;*^or as an^ 
heir reads his Father's will, that he may ascertain 
wbat the inheritance is, and the nature of the te- 
nure .by which he must possess it J' :, 

And the very ooiokxiient you have fitir .ground to; 
conclude that. you. have discovered the will of God,, 
you tnust cheerfully obey his instructions. No loss 
of worldly est,eem, or preferment, should bribe yjou* 
to offer violence to your just convictions; nor should 
any hacrifice, however painful, be declined, to avoid 
the consequences that may ensue a profession 6& 
faith in Christ. To fortify us against the fear "of 
reproach, and to make us courageous in defence o£ 
His cause, our Divine Master gives, us this solemn 
admonition : " Whosoever shall cpnfess me hefcre 
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mtn, him wiH I eonfess before my Father who is in 
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men^ 
him will I deny before my Father, which is m iiea-^ 
ven'. 

Finally, if we thus seek to kno# our duty, tand 
study to perform it, — if we thirst after the sali^adon 
of Christ, and strive to obtain it, — then shall we 
imbibe true wisdom from th^ pdf usal of- l^e BiUe, 
and arrive at the knowledge of the ti^tfa, as it i» in 
Jesus : . for '^ all Scripture is given by in^iratio^ of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
Gorredtion, for instruction in righteousness ; that 
this man of God may be perfect, t^cHfOoghly fur- 
nishid *untD all good woria ^" 

• Mat. X. S2, SS. k « Tun. lii. 16, 17. 



LECTURE LXXV, 

ONT PRAYJIR* 

CMoiaiaiii iv. & OonikmB m pM^i and waiak «a Ck 

^'GoD is greatly to be feared in the assembly of llie 
smnts, and to be bad in reverence of all diem thai 
wtt round about him \" *' HoUirsb becometh his 
house for ever^*** It is, therefore, a duty incum- 
bent on us to choose the best means of testifyii^ 
our esteem for Him, before whom angds reverent^ 
dbver their faces. 

Prayer is an essential act of Irvine worship ; and, 
when rightly performed, it is plea^ng to the Lord^; 
it b an immediate address to him, in which we lay 
dpen the secrets of our hearts, and invoke his gra- 
cious assistance, to guard us from the perils wbicii 

• Pialm Ixxxix. 7. ^ ib. xciii. 5. * ib. i. 23. 



OM F1UTBR. ^ 

mrrottiid us, to confirm w in the4>osses9ion of any 
good we enjoy, or to confer something upon ui 
which is requisite to our comfort and salvation. 

Prayer, then, may be defined. An address to. Al* 
mighty God| in which we supplicate some blessing 
tlmt he has to bestow, , or deprecate those evils 
which he is able to avert from us. It always im* 
pUes a sense of our personal guilt, misery, want8» 
and impotency ; and a firm ci^nfidence^ not only in 
God -s power, but also in' His willingness to afibrd us 
the help we istatid in need of. Uidei^s we approach 
the Throne of Grace with these convictions^ our 
petitions can never neach up to heaven, nor bring 
down from thence the blessings whi(^ we implore j 
mueh less vrili they be accc;pted of God^ who is dis- 
pleased with ^^ the sacnficey)f fools/* 

Prayer is of two kinds ; and i^ (either oral — ^by 
tt^ords expressive 6f oiur desires; or internal and 
3ilent, where th6 heart is engaged in fervent breath* 
ings and aspirations after spiritual mercies. 

WK^thar we draw nigh unto God vbeally, by using 
words ; or ihwardly, ^ by groans and sigh^ which 
cmtiot %e uttered"^;" We must take bare to let olir 
so^fe be absorbed in ihis act of devotion ; otherwise 
it iriU be a mock seii^e; which God abhors. Of all 
who deal insiiK^erely and hypocritically in this mat- 
ter, Jehovah asserts^ *' This people hondureth me 
^vitih their lips, but their heart is (tr from me*.** 

When, therefore, we call upon the Lord in public 
or private, let the woi'ds of our moutli bespeak thife 
feelings and sentiments of our hearts. And when 
we silently invoke his grace, oh may our aspiration^ 
proceed from the very bottom of our souls, that 
they may arrest the attention of God^ and return 

' Bom. viii. 26. *MarkviL6. 



bfieli; laden with (b^.'bless^ing^ of whic^ we #tftnd m 
need I . / . . 

There is a tbird kind of* prayeF, ivhicb: i% ^called 
(^laculatory; ; in.w.hiQ)i the ^upplim^t ^epds up fervent 
petitions to God. Thus Dftvid^ whan Absalom con- 
spired against his throfie* ,and wtiS( joined in the 
revjolt by. the king's! privy cyi^qnsellor, prayed, " Ob 
Jnord^'l beseech thee, tv^rp tbe ^^ouii^el^of Ahitho- 
phel . into . foolishness ^ I" Th^ , success which at- 
.t^rtj^dtthis ;shQrt petition is ^ direct enpoiirageoient 
0f;tJ^.q-pi:actice of lifting up tbQ b^^rt to heaven in 
PS0.U5 iqaculations. 

• i^jSi^f /great jCop^Qquen0e to;U^d€»r^t^nd .for "what 
wft (fl^gliJt to pray ; fory if wg err^uppn tbip point, we 
sh^Lbe^ ii;i danger of .mi^takiogtbi^j Obvious. design 

of prayer, which^ when ngbJ;V)"'5<^'^d**^?^?>^ frai^ht 
with ISO much profit; to our ;?0KIs, ' , 
. 4.4 We art not :alloW€^ e^libjet to ppvet> or jtQ pray 
fQli:aRi abuiijdaqce.of tej^ipotal go<)^.«^iRg9;t-but we 
are directed (tp, be ^atisfi^d with th^t;; n^ejas^re of 
tb^m wh^h God^s^es fit:toYoiupb$ftfey.'S^>.^;#cient 
fpi; t^>e* sj^iipply of ouri^iifc^siti^St' We are ^not to 
hwl?ef '^af teif riobj&^i, or . ftfiy, tbifig^ whioh; ^iqfx^idence, 
for wi^i^ rea^»o;0^, depie^ us.i ]Vl4ity.wpuld;oerta,inly 
b§ aruin^driif 't;hey WQr^ tQ/ pl)^n the thiiugs which 
they ask fpj;. .' We ; know, not , how. Qi; what to pray 
for, MTitil. we>aire enlightened by the Holy Ghos.t^^ to 
discover pur, real wants, and ?he source frppv whence 
they ar^; to be supplied., A coiivi<;tio.n of pur igno- 
^8(90^ in this respect, fiibQuld.,t^a,(?h jdis jtq s^y,, :4§ the 
Discipiles of Jesus did» ^^ Lord,; f each' us how to 
pray«r . . 

Christ^in the excellent and comprehensive Fojm of 
jPrayer which he ha$,taught us^ direp^sjus,^ aliter prayii^ 

'2 Sam. XV, 31. " Roro. viiL 26. ; « Luke xi. 1. 



ON PRAYER. : 249 

foi* biir daily bread, principally to auppHc&te spi- 
ritual blessings. Out of seven petitions of which it 
consists, there is but one for worldly things ; aftd the 
rest are for heavenly benefits, adapted to promofte 
the glory of God, and the happiness of our souls. 

2. Pardon of our numerous sins, whether of omis- 
sion or commission, of presumption or ignorance^ 
of knowledge or deliberation ; the aid of the Spirit 
to regenerate and dedicate our souls to the service 
of God; continual strength from heaven, that we 
may not be overcome by temptation, " nor draw 
back to perdition ** ;" grace that we may " give all 
diligence to make our calling and election sure V' : — 
these are the leading mercies we should solicit from* 
God ; the possession of which will make us wiser,, 
holier, and happier, than the most splendid good 
which the world can confer. 

Heavenly gifts and graces, then, should occupy 
the. chief place in our petitions ; because the happi-. 
riess of our souls is of infinitely more consequence, 
than any short-lived advantages we are able to pro- 
cure for our bodies* 

Now God declares his readiness to grant these, 
blessings to those who seek them in a proper man- 
ner. " If lany of you lack wisdom, let him ask of; 
God, that-giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not ; and it shall be given him. But let him. 
ask in faith, nothing Wavering''." . ' 

Let us inquire how we frame our petitions. Is. 
it for riches we pray, that by their assistance we may; 
be enabled to gratify our. love of the world, its plea^^ 
sures and enjoyments, even a$ others ? Do you 
entreat of God that you may be great, rather than. 
good ? Do you wish to figure in the world, rather; 

**. Heb.'X«.3% " i Psalmni. It-M.' ^ James i.5—9.t 
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than submit to the state and condition in which .he 
has fixed you? Then, St. James reproves your 
ambitious sedular spirit, by affirming, ^^ that you 
ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your 
lusts ^ ;*' and, of course, such prayers are offensive 
to God, who knoweth our hearts. 

Which interest, then, ought we to be mdst 
amdous about, that which will expire at death, or 
that which is to last for ever r Our reason and self- 
love should incline us to forego any temporal ob- 
ject, in order that we may advance the everlasting 
welfare of our souls. 

3.. If it be asked — For whom should we pray ; 
the answer is obvious ; for all ranks and conditions 
of men, from the peasant to the stately monardi: 
for as all are partakers of the same nature with our- 
selves, and are alike sinners with us, subject to si- 
milar temptations, wants, and sorrows, — and are 
candidates for the same heaven or hell, — ^it is agrete- 
able to the law of universal charity, that we should 
seek the happiness of all our species, by imploring 
for them the beatitude of the heavenly world. " I 
exhort, therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, giving of thanks, be made for 
all men — for kings, and for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable lile ii^ ait 
godliness and honesty"*/' 

4. Nor is it less neC^ssfaty that we shoald present 
our petitions to the Throne df Grace in a becoming 
temper of mind. When we approach that glofiotis 
Being " before Whom the heavens and the earth flee 
away%" we should come into his sight with a deep 
sense of his holiness and our own sinfulness ; with a 
just view of his greatness, and our own insignifi- 

J Jfumes iv, 3. • 1 Tim. ii, 1 —4. • Rev. xi. 1 1 . 
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tmcy and worthlessne^s : arid a consideration of 
tbe tnfinitei distance which th^re is betwixt us, should 
prodace a feding of hUknilit^ for bur sihs^^^d gbdly 
awe and veneration for his Divine Majesty. Iri out 
addresses to God, whilst we carefully avoid all un- 
becoming freedom, we should use the utmost re- 
spect, both in our posture and words. " Keep thy 
foot when thou goest to the House of God ; and be 
more ready to hear, than to offer the sacrifice of 
fools ; for they consider not that they do evil**." 

5. With regard to the manner of offering up our 
prayers,— they should be presented in sincerity. 
The language of our mb'uths miist accord with th6 
feeHngs of our hearts : for the Lord is a God of 
judgment, and nothing feigned or insincere can pass 
as true with hiln. His eye dan penetrate the 
thickest vail of hypocrisy, and detect every sinistei* 
thought and purpose of the wicked ^ 

Let us not entertain iniquity in our hearts, lest 
God Ishould shut his ears against our prayers ">. But if 
we call upon him faithfully, he will listep to our cnr, 
and " give us his blessihg, and life for evermore., 

6. Prayer must be fervent, in order to be of any 
avail with God. So long as we are insensible of our 
wants, and indifferent about spiritual things, oui* 
petitions for mercy will be cold and heartless. But 
the moment we perceive our danger, the discovery 
win give an earnestness to 6ur supplications f6r par- 
don and salvation, which will shew the estimation 
in which they are held. Let a man be fully ieh- 
sible of his lost situation, and hk \)eill importunately 
cry, " Lohi, save, or I perish T 

• Eccles. V. I. p Heb. ir, IS* 

*» Psalm Ixvi. 18. * Malt. viii. ^5. 
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, Ndw^. God loves to be thus entH&atjed by US : nor 
have we reason to fear lest ive should exhaust his 
patience; " for he i^ God, and not tnan*/' " Let 
us, therefore,, come boldly to the Throne of Qrace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
ia time of need*," Tlie saints of old times prevailed 
with God by such holy '^importunity. And the 
Scripture encourages the trial of it, by assuring us 
that " the effectual fervent ^prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much"." ^ 

7. We riiust pray in faith, without which it is 
impossible to please God ;. "for he that cometh to 
him, must believe that he is, and that he is a 
re warder of them that diligently seek him*." Un- 
belief, or distrust of Qod's ability and willingness to 
hear us, must, in the nature of things, spoil our 
prayers, and provoke his wrathful displeasure against 
us. How can we expect in such a state of mind to 
receive any thing from the Lord ? Will he pour put 
his Holy Spirit on them that so signally dishonour 
him ? Can he regard the faithless and unbelieving ? 

Honour the faithfulness of God, by confiding in 
his promise to hear the petitions of them that ask in 
his Son's name. Every assurance of grace and sal- 
vation isgiven to the sincere petitioner. '^ Whosoever 
shall call upon the Lore] faithfi^Uy shall be saved ^.'^ 

8. As to the seasop of prayer ;-^it. seems to have 
been- a custom amongst good men in former ages of 
the Cliiirch, to offer up praises and thanksgivings 
to .God at leaist three times a-day, but as much 
oftener as occasion required*. " At evening, in the 
morning, and at noon, will I pray V Thus Daniel 

• Hos. xi. 9. * Heb. iv. 16. " James v. 16. » Heb. xi. 6. 
» Rora. X. 13. » Dan. vi. 10. • Psalm Iv. 17. cxix. 164. 
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scted> ui'tbe.fiaoe^orf the greate^^ (ianger ; dreading 
tbe displeasure of God, mprte than any evil which 
luen could indict^. . 

Jt is desirable, then » that we should . pray re* 
^larly at these appointed seasons ; otherwise^ if 
we have no fixed hours for our deydtion, there is 
danger lest we should soon be tempted to n^lect 
the duty altogether. 

But we ought not to confine the exercise of this 
Christian privilege to three times a-day. Many 
circumstances may occur to call for mpre frequent 
addresses to th» Throne of Grace. In health and 
prosperity^as well as in sickness^ adversity, temptation, 
affliction, and sorrow, we should often lift up our 
hearts to God, that he may relieve us frpni the dis- 
tress which we suffer, or give us patience to bear it 
with^Christian resignation ; and that he may bless 
us with every needful good, and preserve us frotn 
every ihjury. 

9. The great utility of prayer cannot be questioned* 
In every age, earnest supplication has succeeded In 
drawing down the benediction of the Almighty. 

Moses averted the anger of God from the Israel- 
ites by his powerful intercession in their behalf ^ 

Hezekiah entreated the Lord to deliver his king- 
dom from the destruction with which it was menaced 
by the invasion of Sennacherib ; and his prayer wast 
answered/^. 

David h^is recorded the goodnessof God, who f re-* 
quently listened to. his ery, and helped him". 

Elijah prayed for rain to refresh the land from the: 
ill/ effect of a Iqng-continued drought, and God 
granted bis request^ 

•» Dan. iii, 16—19. "" Ex. x. 6—23. . * 2 Kijigi xix. 20. 
• Ps. cxviu«5 — 21. ' Japies ▼. 17 — ^19. 
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1 0. tt Is not td be expected^ however^ that prayer 
will induce God to dter his fixed determination, or 
prevail on him to bestove upon us whatever we 
choose to soKcit : for if men could be sure of ob- 
taining any thing which they thought proper t6 
ask, some of them might seek after objects^ the 
grant of which would be the greatest curse with 
which they could be visited. 

God has wisely, therefore, set a limit to our peti- 
tions, beyond which it will be wrong for us to pass, 
in our approaches to him. " And this is the confi- 
dence that we have in hitti, that if ^e a^k ai^y thing 
according to his will, he heareth us*." All those 
spiritual mercies which relate to our comfort and 
salvation, such as forgiveness of sins, and a new 
heart, by which we are enabled to do the righteous 
will of God, may be supplicated with a rational ex- 
pectation of our receiving them. 

The encouragement held out to the perfonrianc^ 
of the duty is sufficiently strong to irid'ace tls to en- 
gage in it. Our Lord prompts us to it by a view of 
the superiority of God over earthly parents. " If 
ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children; how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him **." " Men ought, therefore, always to pray, 
and not to faint*." The grant of eVery onfe of those 
benefits, which we need to render us everlastingly 
happy, is suspended on the condition of bur being 
diligent in seeking them. *^ For this will I be in- 
quired of, to do it for them ^." 

'^ Ask, then, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye 
s^all find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

•I John V. 14.. "Lukexi. iau 

• Luke xviii. 1. ^ Ezek. xxxti. S?. 
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For every one that asketh, receiveth ; and he that 
seeketh, findeth ; and to every one that knocketh^ it 
shall be opened ^" 

Will not these assurailces embolden you to come 
and spread your wants before the Lord ? What 
more can he do to draw us into his presence ? Shall 
be, then, solicit us in vain to be happy ? When He 
says, " Seek ye my face i" let us reply, in sincerity) 
"Thy face. Lord, will we seek"*/' 

11. But, ^^ to cast off fear, and to restrain prayer 
biefore God%^* is the certain characteristic of an un*- 
godly man, who sets the Lord at defiance, and is alike 
disregardful of his smile or his frown. And wliat 
will be the end of those who neglect prayer ? God 
avers, that upon such he will finally ^' pour out his 
indignation, and upon the families that have not 
called' upon his name ^" 

Oh the other hand, God is pleased with the devo- 
tions of his people, and plentifully showers his bless- 
ing upon them. " The eyes of the Lord are over 
the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayers p.'* 
^^ Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore 
'Will I deliver him ; I will set him on high, because 
he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, 
and I will answer him ; I will be with him in trou- 
ble ; I will deliver him, and honour him. With 
long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my sal- 
vation *»•" 

" Mat. Wi. 7, 8. • Ps. xxvii. 8. • Jbb xv. 4. 

• Jer. X.25. " Ps. xxxiv. 16. ' Ps. xci. 14—16. 
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ON THE NATURE AND ADVANTAGE OF THE 

SACRAMENTS. 

LECTURE LXXVI. 

ON BAPTISM. 

Rom. vi^ 3, 4. Know ye not, that so nfxiny of us as were hap- 

iized into Jesus Christ were haptized into his death f TTiere" 

fore we are buried with Him by baptism into deadk ; that Uke 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory ^f ike Fa^ 

thery evdn so we also should walk in neumessof life. 

From the very infieincy of the Christian Churchy thef 
two Divine Ordinances which Protestants account 
the only Sacraments have been generally designated 
by that name. The Latin word which is translated 
^ Sacrament' signifies an oath, which was usually 
taken by the soldiers of the Roman armies ; by' 
which they bound themselves to be true to their 
country and commanders. Heiice the same U^rm 
has been applied, with the strictest propriety, to 
Baptisnx and the Lords Supper ; as being two so- 
lemn engagements^ into which all professed Chris- 
tians enter, to live devoted to Christ, the Captain 
of their Salvation ; under whose banners they pro- 
mise ^^ to fight manfully against sin^ the world, and 
the devil ; and to continue his faithful soldiers and 
servants unto the end of their lives*." 

The Sacraments exhibit Divine truths to our senses, 
and render them more familiar and intelligible to 
our minds by the outward . signs and figures * of 
water, bread, and wine; and the reception of grace 
and spiritual benefits is represented by significant 
actions. By Divine appointment, they become means 
of grace and acts of worship, honourable to God, and 
profitable to us ; binding us to the perforniance of 
certain duties, which, if conscientiously discharged, 

* Public Baptism of Infants. 
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wijl'jbe attended with the blessing -ofAla^ightyGQd 
upon our 30uls* , . ... ' 

i. We ai;e taught by our Lord to consider Baptism 
as the.initiatory ordinaqee of Christianity.^ Wiien he 
sent his Apostles and; Disciples to - cpnvert the na- 
tions to " tlie obedience of faith/' hedirectedi them, 
by .tl^e application of water, " to baptize JLheui^ in the 
n^irae pf the Father, j^nd of the Son j and of th^ Holy 
Ghost ♦ . yhis. solemn I'ite was intended to he th^ 
door. of. ^dmis^iott into the visible Chufch^ by ina-? 
posii^g OB the baptized persDn. the Christian nanne,' 
and by gr^ating-him the privilege of the appointed 
ineai>so( grace ancjsalyatiop; thrqugh theright u^e 
of which, under 'the Diving, bl^ssing^ he might ^-eally 
be|C9:9[ie a CbiW -^f rG.?4^ !«^ilS '.?8^^^fiai>iy t9. so :high 
and hoiy a-rj^latipn» ap|d^. &iall}|, .in^^^ M^S' 

cipW.for ever. [ ' : .: , T . , * ^ . '. 

: Water* on acpounti, qf its purifyiijg^ effects «nd 
general, usefulness, is ..constant^ )B^nplpxefl^by the? 
inspired writers as an .^i^nblem iof th^l satisfying 
We«:^ag& .of the Gospel^^ apd especially -of -the en- 
livening^ sanctifying, feitiliz[ng, and consoling in-^ ' 
fluenc^s. of. the ^ply Ghost ^ ; ; ; 

'The .u§e. 0f.it was appointed in several of the 
rites an^ q^remonies of the Law, as well as in th<? 
preparatory baptism 9f John, ; . , 

Tbjit holy and happy change wl^ich Christ deno* 
n)inates,a " being bom again," and which is essen-r 
tiaUy,neoe§s^ry to the., felicity of mankind, is out-;- 
wajrdly* sb^cjowed fort\\hy the wpter of baptism, but 
ca^ only be .truly wfQugHt on *our souls by thereffecr 
taal operation of theSpiritx>f God"^- Conformably to 
tliis view of the subject, Jehovah makes the followy 
ing promise to the Children of Israel, which is to. be 

Mat. xxviii 19. *' Isa xliv. 3,4. Iv, 1— 4. ^ John Ui. 5— 9. 
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^Ifilled at the period of their eohversion : ^'11ie<) niJi 
I sprinkle clean water lipon you, and ye shall be 
clean from all your filthiness ; and from all ydiir 
idols will I cleanse you." That regeneration, or a 
new birth unto righteousness by the Holy Ghost, is 
the blessing which God engages to bestow upon 
lliem, seern^ evident, from the explanation ^ven of 
the promise in the next verses: — " A new heart also 
win I give you, and a new spirit will I put mtiun 
you : and I will cause you to walk in my statutes ; 
and jre shall keep my judgments, and do tfiem*"." 

Baptism^ under the Gospel Covenant, corresponds; 
in its design, with Circumcision under tiie dispensa-i- 
i^on of the Law. '* Baptism emphatically testifies 
the doctrine of original sin, and the necessity of re* 
generation ; for it declares every man, ^^ as bom of 
the flesh/' to be so polluted in heart, that, unless 
he be washed with purifying water, he cannot be 
received even into the outward Church of God ; and 
unless he be inwai^ly cles^sed by the Holy <3host, 
be cannot be a member of the true Church. In tiiis 
respect, it coincides wiUi Circumcision, wfaick ihi'' 
plied^ that withopt the mortification of the corhipt 
hature derived from fallen Adam, and the renkoval 
of that obstacle to the love and service of GcU, no 
man could be admitted into Covenant with him '.' 
And, like that ordinance, ^Mt is the seal of the 
righteousness of faith:" for he, and he alone, who 
possesses the inward and spiritual grace which both 
Circumcision dnd Baptism outwardly denote, has 
a Divine attestatibn to the sincerity of his faith, and 
to the reality of his justification through the rigbte- 
ousness of the Redeemer. 

2. This sacred ordinance is highly important^ for 

• Ezck. xxxvi. 25—28. f Jer. it. 4. 
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the followthg reasons. Hfst, die very ^torta of 
BaptJom, ^^ in (or into) the name 6f the Father> and 
of ihe. Son^ and of the Holy Ghost/' affords an irre* 
^tible argument for the doctrine of the Tntdly; 
and was dea&gned by oar Lord to itiaskitain the per** 
petiial profession of it in his Church, that men in 
evejyi age m^ht be led to r^rd each of the Divine 
P^raoRs as OMicurring in the merciful work of their 
sabfatioii^*' 

Seeondly , Baptiim is a spedalact ef^elf-dedieation^ 

by wbidn <every baptijced person openly ivcrws, in the 

fbce of the whole w6rld, that he is a worshipper and 

servant, of Qod in Trinity ; that he tacitly acknow* 

ledges that he b a sinner, needing forgiven^s^s, and the 

ii€»v birth unto rig'bteousness \ that be relief tm the 

merey of ihe Father, on the death and intercession of 

Cbri&t, and on the gmce of the Ht^ly Sp$rlt> for sal* 

vttfioii ; and, consequently^ that he sincerely pur* 

tiioaes to forsake every ^in and hurtful lust, and to 

ixTB in datsftil obedience tie QoA, the remainder of his 

dnys. . Surely, then, all who thus devote themselves 

to QqA shonid feel a holy anxiety to fulfil the duties 

^rhich their Imptismal covenant imposes, tbat they 

mnsy be numbered with the righteous, akid ba^ 

their last end like His*". 

Thirdly, the administration of Inftmt BapUsip 
is af considerable use, in giving to great mUlti* 
t;mjk8 some ideas of the leading doctrines of the 
C^uristian ReBgion, especially of original sin, rege* 
Iteration, sancdficadon, and the Trinity. The know- 
ledge of these truths is, in tome degree, as neees** 
sAry to the right, worship of God, as to the obtain- 
i ng salvation by our Lord Jesus C%rist. Let parents, 
t^lieref^re, honour this Divine appointment, by bring* 

' 2 Cor. xiii. 14. ^ Numbers xxiii, 10. 
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ing. their infant offtspnng to the font to be baptizedi 
and to be solemnly set apart to the service of the 
Lord.. Let them earnestly pcay for their children, 
that they may become new creatiires^by regenerating 
grace ; and that, through their instructions and 
example, they may be brought up, and continue 
fttedfast, in the faith and practice '^f the Gospel* 

It is of great advantage to be thus early admitted 
into the visible Church, and trained up as her pro- 
fessing sons ; because ii entitles the baptized to the 
privilege of holy ordinances, which are made to the 
faithful the means of spiritual nourbhment, and 
growth in devout affections. . . 

3. But peculiar blessings may he expected to 
accrue to thos^ " who rightly and bty feith" receive; 
the ordinance of baptism* . ;La answer ito [thedeRf^ut 
prayers of; parents and. believing friends^ the. Sjiiiit 
of (Jjod may, in som^ particttlar cases^ regenerate 
the soul of the infant^ . even at the hoiir of baptism. 
M that season the child may be separated to.Giod 
as a chosen vessel^ and,* by the infusion of' His grace, 
be enable .to glorify him thtoii§^ aU the subsequent 
sta^s.of his earthly existence. To^uppps^'th^ iin- 
posaibility of s<»ch'ca^es,is to Ikmt tt^^pQwer.^f the 
Holy Ghost, and to deny the utiU<yt Of: ijiat Paccar 
meht ^hieh Christ himself has iostituted^. , 

4'. But, when baptism is not* rightly 'received, in 
faithi no such benefits can result from i^ administra- 
tion. For, although a ble^isingis; supposed, ia sifit>me 
special instances, to follow the proper use and 4^1>- 
servance of the Sacred rite, yet thi^ admission does 
not oblige: us .to cpidfound the outivard sign, with the 
invKard and spiritual gi:ace, or Ho imagiAe, with-the 
meiinbers oithn Ramiiiih Chviidb, that theSttcradients 
produce a necejis^ry effect by their own energy. 
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Whether water^ the mere sigh in baptism, is made 
the meditim of actually. conveying to the baptized 
pei'sonthose spiritual benefits of the new birth which 
are represented ' by it» depends i^ much on the 
blessing of <jiod to render the ordinance efiRectual, as 
on the temper in which it is approached. As the 
abuse^ or improper use^ of the ordinary means of 
grace which God has appointed for our salvation, 
such as, reading and hearing the Divine Word, and 
prayer, hinders their beneficial effect, yea, renders 
them injurious to those who misemploy them'; so 
a spiritual blessing may, on the same ground, be 
justly withheld from all who approach God in this 
ordinance in a worldly and unbelieving spirit, or 
act unworthily with regard to tb^ solemn engage*^ 
ments into which they then enter. t 

Can they who coine to the holy rite of baptism 
without a diie cansiderati<m of the obligations which 
it involves^ without serious prayer for grace, without! 
iaitfa and .pehketice and love, which are disposititarns 
so essentialto their acceptance with God, complain^ 
if their children be sent empty away, without receiv** 
i{)g the blessipg of the Lord, which he restricts^ 
to them that obey. htm I : It is incumbent, then, on 
parents and sponsors, at the time of baptism, to 
devote their offspring to God by sincere prayer, andi 
to come to the holy institution in that state of mind: 
which God approves ; and, afterwards,- tp take espe- 
cial care, by theirinstrUctionis, '^ to. bring them up in the 
mirtureiUnd admonition of the Lord.'' Thus might: 
this Divine ordbiaoci?, which is now so often abused^- 
more freaden^ become the means of spiritual liife» 
and tiappiness.to the uAhoIy: o£Espring of Adam. ,' 
5. Those who have brokenjhe. solemn covenant! 

' Matt xiii: 1 8—23. % Co^. ii« FS, J S. 
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made with Christ in baptism, should deeply abase 
tiiemselves on account of the hi^ degree of ^guitt 
which they have incurred. It is no slight ofitence 
thus to dishonour Christ, to whom you have sworn 
allegiance. As the King punishes a deserter, or the 
General disgraces a coward who flies from th6 &ce of 
the enemy, so will Christ, hereafter^ inflict the hea- 
viest punishment on those who forsake his standard, 
to fight under the banners of his avowed foes ^» You, 
O faithless, irreligious souls ! have committed this 
great crime against the Majesty of Heaven. You 
have wantonly torn the cross from your forehead, 
and trodden it under your feet. Instead of fulfilling 
the engagements into which you entered at your 
baptism, you have left the service of Christ, dbjured 
his righteous cause, and have joined vrith Satan in 
opposing the interests of his kingdom K The least 
reparation you can make to your offended Lord^ is to 
repent in dust and ashes^ to reproach yt>ur ingrati- 
tude and treason, and to resolve, that, if spared^ you 
will in future consecrate yourselves to the glory of 
tile Most High. Yet make not this resolution in your 
own strength ; because you have np power to. with* 
stand temptation, or to persevere in welldoing, 
without the grace of God assisting you. Would you 
be feithful unto death, and receive the crown of 
righteousness which fadeth not away; then you must 
seek that grace of Christ which is suflicient to enable 
you to overcome the world, and manifest a-dei^ded 
attachment to your Saviour. Then, He vrill forget 
your past unkindness in forsaking him ; and re* 
compense your fidelity al the last day, by saying, 
'^ Well done, good and faithful servants^ enter ye 
into the joy of your Lord.*' 

^Lttkexix.£T. >ib. xu33.. 
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6. Christians ! freqnientljf recollect the ^Qvem^nt 
which you made with Christ at your l^aptif^. You 
then avowed yourselves to be His servants^ and pTo« 
fessed that you would seek for happiness in his fa- 
vour alone. When you look back on that solemn 
transaction, let it remind you both of your vows 
and your privileges. It binds you, in an especial 
manner, to renounce the world, deny yourselves, 
bear the cross, endure persecution, and, as fieiithful 
soldiers of Jesus Christ, fight against sin and Satan, 
to the end of your days. A due reflection on such 
an engagement would tend exceedingly to confirm 
your faith, excite your love to Christ, strengthen 
and fortify your minds against temptation, and to 
encourage your hope of entering into ^Hhe rest 
which remaineth for the people of God." 



LECTURE LXXVIL 

OM SBLF-EXAHINATION* 

2 Car* xiiL 5. Examine ^fourselveSy whether ye be in AefaiAj 
prove your own eefves. Know ye not your own selves, haw 
that Jesus Christ is in youy except ye be nprobates* 

Our behaviour in the present life is of much more 
consequence than we are generally disposed tD ima«> 
g^ne; since our happiness or misery in the next 
world essentially depend on the state of our minds^ 
and our conduct in this. 

The heart is the seat of action, from whence all 
thai is virtuoiis or vicious in practice proceeds. ^^ A 
goqd man, out of the good treasure of his Ipieart;^ 
bringeth forth good things ; and an evil man^ out of 
the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things ; foir out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speakethV** 
^ow important, when see^ in this lights b the 

»Mat.xii.M,S5. 
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advice of Solomon : " Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence ;*ftfr out of it are the issues of Hfe^." Our 
comfort now, and our felicity hereafter, hinge upon 
the proper cultivation of the heart, and the due re- 
gulation of the affections. On this ground, the 
absolute expediency of looking narrowly into our 
souls cannot be called in question. 

God urges the duty upon us : ** Com'niurie with 
jfour own heart, and in your chamber; and be still*;." 
*^Thus saith the Lord of Hosts; Consider your 
iJrays'*.'* ** Examine yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith ; prove your own selves V 

' I . Tlie standard by which we should try ourselves, 
h the Word of God, which is the lamp of truth to 
lifflit us on the road to heaven ^ Its infallible die- 
tates, and not the erroneous opinions of worldly 
men, however fashionable, must be the test of right 
or wrong. Whatever deed we perform, or maxim 
we hold, or word we speak, which does not accord 
with the Divine will, is to be riejecfed, as false and 
mischievous, and calculated to lead us astray from 
God. ** To the Law, and to the testimony : if they 
speak not according to this word, it is'begause there 
is no light in them*.** . ' * ' '' • 

' All our words, thoughts, and afctiohs, must there- 
fore be referred to the Scriptures, thai we may be 
able to determine whether they are. such as God will 
approve or condemn. And we ought to abide by 
His unerring decision; and not prefer to if our 
pfeTverse , imaginations, or even those of the wisest 
men, who are not qdahfi^d to judge correctly of 
gboii And evil, tjntil " jthey are enlightened by the 
Spirit 6fH;futh' arid wisdom '»«. — ^ 






•2Cor.xiii.5; ■ ^'ft-Qiix/lO^.' « Isafviii: 20: 
»» 1 Cor.ii. li. 
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2. §elf-^s(ifKination i$ to be m4(l$ ,tom$h}ng pur 
principles. We are to inquire, whether our so^l&ar^ 
governed by tlie love and fear of God ^nd jthje^faith 
of Christy or by the directions and examples o| me^n. 

Even where the mind may be in spine . .degree 
under the ddminion of truths there may still be^. in 
its profession of godliness, a mixture of ' improper 
motives. Our apparent zeal for the glory of God 
mfiy spring from selfish, and not from religious 
feelings ; from pride, and not from humility ; 
froni a self-righteous and ostentatious spirit, and not 
from a desire simply to honour Jehovah, Jehu 
boasted greatly, when he had exterminated the wor^- 
shippers of Baal ; saying, * Come,«ee my zeal for th^ 
Lord !' though his '^ heart was not right in the sigjiit 
of God^." Saul, and Herodj and Simon Magus, 
made great professions of piety tpwards God ; bu): 
they were unsound professors, who sought not his 
glory^ but their own advantage. , . 

Now, as dross and alloy will adhere to the pre^- 
cious * metals, whilst in their unrefined state ^ so 
grace, even in the best of men, will spinetimesjb^ 
mingled with much that is sinful and erroneous. 
Hence the need we allhave to search our sqqls to 
the bottom, in order to prevent any evil principle or 
motive, which may lurk within them, from impelling 
us to such a course of action as will displease God 
and prove an impediment to our salvation. v . ^ 

If good inen should daily examine themselves, to 
discover their errors and reform them ; how neces- 
sary must it be for unrenewed sinners to submit to 
this ordeal, that they may know their lost condition^ 
and^ before it be too . late, apply to Christ to save 
them ! 

!• 2 Kings X. 16- 
VOL. II. N 
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Look then, O ipipenitent souls ! within yourselves. 
See the secret abominations of your hearts ; and 
pray^ that^ through grace^ you may be disposed td 
east away your iniquities^ lest they should prove the 
leause of your endless perdition'. 

3. The next point to which our self-examihatioA 
should be directed, is our general practice. Men's 
natural blindness. and self-love prevent them from 
'discerning the state of their hearts^ and the springs 
which set them in motion. They may, through 
ignorance of their real condition, be unable to deter- 
mine whether their religious principles coincide with 
Scripture or not. But hone of us can labour under 
this uncertainty, in inspecting his life and conduct. 
If we will but examine ourselves honestly by the 
light[of Sacred Truth, i/i^e shall soon perceive whether 
^ur actions are of a suspicious and doubtful com- 
plexion, whether th^y ' are- glaringly opposite to 
the* commands of God, or whether they are of stteh a 
ihatuife as he will approve. 

* Palpable isins will never bear examination by 
'^ the word of Gddy which is quick and powerful, 
sharper than any tw'o-edged sword, piercing even to 
ihe divi<Ehg asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
fbints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
'and intiehts of the heart"." '' . 

A faithful scrutiny into our whble demeanour will 
net our cliaracters in a just light. Are our actions 
illegal, fraudulent^ impure ? Are our disJ)6sitions 
inhuman, unholy, and carnal ? Do we allow our- 
selves to indulge in passion, pride, resentment, male^ 
volence, revenge, covetousness, love of wicked plea- 
sures ? These things prove the' soul to be in a 
diseased condition, requiring an examination to de-» 

" Ezek. xviii. 50. ^» Heb* iv. 12. 
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tect itseitors, and constant prayer for grace to re- 
novate <and purify it from all uncleanness. Or, do 
we find our evil tempers subdued? Are we humble, 
penitent, prayerful ? Do we long to be conformed 
to God in all things, ^^. by casting off the works of 
darkness, and putting on us the armour of light ?** 
If it be, indeed, thus vidth us, we need not be afridd 
to inspect the state of our minds ; for such experi- 
ence affords satisfactory evidence of our conversion 
from sin to righteousneiss, and a comfortable hope 
of everlasting life. 

4. The professed end to be answered by this trial 
of our spirits and conduct, is two-fold. 

First, that we may aiscertain whether there be 
any sin in which we are living, which, if persisted in, 
may prove as hurtful to our souls, as the use of the 
most destructive poison to our bodies. Every mail, 
who is anxiously desirous to be right, will utter the 
prayer of the devout Psalmist, " Search me, O 
God, and know niy heart ; try me, and know my 
thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked way in 
me ; and lead me in the way everlasting*"!" 

Let us pry, then, into our bosoms, that we may be 
acquainted with ourselves and all our besetting sins. 
Such knowledge, though it will humble us, may be 
the means of our salvation ; for, if it should produce 
a consciousness of our misery and danger, it will 
compel us to resort to Christ for deliverance. And 
is it not better to be au^re that the enemy has made 
a breach in the camp, that we may instantly arm our- 
selves to expel him, than indolently to suppose that 
all is in safety, and to find ourselves surprised into 
a surrender, at the very moment when We should 
defend it to the last extremity ? 

^ Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 
N2 
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Secondly, that, by the grace of God, we may 
correct our errors and reform our lives. For it will 
prove fatal to our security, if, after having seen 
our danger, we do not resort to proper measures to 
prevent the impending evil from falling upon us. 
If, then, you perceive, through the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost, that' your hearts are in a ruined, un- 
sanctified state, do not be unfaithful to your Y\^ 
and convictions ; but pray, that being '^ renewed 
in the spirit of. your mind, you may prove what 
is the good and acceptable and perfect will of 
Cod^/' The moment any thing appears to be 
wrong in your principles, .. thoughts, designs, or 
practice, it should be abandoned, though it may 
previously have been as dear and valuable to you as 
the most necessary member of your bodies. ^' If 
thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee : for it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell-fire, where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched"." The 
excision of the offending limb, paiirful as it uiBiy be, 
must be submitted to, for the preservation of the 
other parts of the body: in plain terms, the sacrifice 
of every sin, lust, and unholy temper must be cheer- 
fully made^ if you would be *^ meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light °." 

5. The manner in which this examination of our- 
selves ought to be conducted, deserves particular 
notice. Let it be undertaken seriously and consi- 
derately, as a work of the deepest, concern to us. 
Let us consider ourselves, during the process, of exa- 
mination, as in the presence of God, and as en- 
gaged in a most solemn . busiiaess^ tjiat demands the 

*Rom.xii.2. ■ Mark ix, 13-49. Mat. v. 29,30. ^•Heb.xii.14. 
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titmost sincerity in the management of it. Let us. 
be solicitous to know the precise condition in whicb 
we stand : and be always ready to confess, deplore, 
and forsake any iniquity which the trial of our spU 
rits may bring to light. 

'. Do not proceed superficially, or hastily, in thi^ 
matter. Take sufticient time to sift your souls to the 
bottom ; for the heart can so disguise its vices, that 
its various windings, evil workings, and obliquities, 
cannot be discovered, but by a patient inspection. 
Search yourselves to the very ground of your hearts, 
and be not afraid to know the worst of your state. 
A cursory, superficial inquiry will do no good. If 
you would extract the core of the matter, you must, 
lay open the wound, and probe it to the bottom ; 
Otiierwise* there may be some evil eoneeftled, which 
may gradually poison the whole frame. 
V To ensure success in our investigations, prayer 
should be offered up to God for wisdom to direct us 
in tiie whole cf this weighty afiair, that we may not 
act partially and screen our faults^ nor pass them 
hastily over, and thus defeat the end of the inquiry ; 
but that we may deal fairly with ourselves, con* 
demning our vices> and resolving, by Divine assist* 
ance^ to mortify and destroy them. 

6. Particular seasons maybe set apart for this 
duty. At the close of every day, it vnW be profitable 
to take a survey of our conduct; and to call ourselves 
to a severe account for any sins which we have com<^ 
nuited, or wrong tempers which we have indulged, 
or any opportunities which we have omitted of saying 
or doinganything for God. Let, therefore, the trans- 
actions of the day pass in review before us, that bad 
habits may not be suffered to take such a d^p root in 
PVr breasts, as to render it impossible^to extirpate 
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them. Besides the evening of each day, the woik 
of self-examination may be profitably Engaged in as 
often as occasion requires. But on theSabbath, 
especially, we should devote a portion of our time 
for the pqrpose of conversing with our own hearts* 
On this sacred day, let us be anxious to know how 
we stand with God, what improvement we have 
made in righteousness, and whether we have gained 
any advantage over our besetting sins. 

7- The most important benefits will accrue from 
this line of conduct. The disclosures made, by pry- 
ing into our souls, will certainly at first be attended 
with smart and anguish. When we see the abomi- 
nations \vhich we have committed, in thought, word, 
and deed, against the Majesty of Heaven, ^^ we shall 
lothe ourselves in our own sight V' ^^d '^ smite on 
our breasts, saying, God be merciftil to us sinners ^l** 
But the moment we are justified by faith, and ob- 
tain peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our sorrow will be turned into joy. The very me* 
dicine, which at first proved nauseous and bitter to 
the taste, will afterwards be a healing bafan, a sweet 
cordial to our wounded souls. Thus, though, in 
finding out the sin which most easily besets us, we 
may be put to momentary pain, yet the discovery 
will teach us to value the remedy, and to apply it 
And when, through faith in Christ's atoning sacri- 
fice, we obtain forgiveness and sanctificat^on, and 
a well-founded hope of everlasting glory, we shall 
have a rich counterpoise for our li^ht affliction, and 
become immense gainers by the examination of our 
hearts \ 

8. Tlie neglect of this Christian duty must be pro- 
ductive of fatal results. Indifference about the state 

• E^ek. xxxvi. 31 . p Luke xviii. IS. « 2 Cor. iv. 17, IS. 
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of our souls is to be dreaded ; because it argues that 
we have no wish to know ourselves, or to please 
Gody or to avoid the wrath which is coining on the 
us^dly^ Besides, it demonstrates, a love of ini* 
quity, which, by such negligence, is suffered to take 
root.in the heart, and grow worse, until, it becomes. 
difBcuIt to eradicate it : it defers, for a short time» 
the day of trial, which, when it arrives, will bring 
with it such accumulated and intolerable sorrows, 
as we had not, in the days of our unregeneracy, 
the least conception of\ 

I}ow much wiser is it to endeavour to obmte the 
threatened danger, by a timely application of our 
minds to the things which respect oUr final peace! 

Would any man to whom a valuable estate had 
been left, object to examine the title-deed by which 
itwas securad ; and to take immediate possession, in 
order to enjoy as speedily as possible the advantages^ 
which it offered ? And will you, O careless souk I 
be altogether unsolicitous to ascertain whether you 
are training for the blissful inheritance of the iaints, 
or travelling in the ^^ broad road that leadeth to. 
destruction *?'• 

Q. Be in earnest about this important personal 
concern^ Engage in it without Kirther procrasti- 
nation. Every day, sinful habits, if neglected, be^ 
come more confirmed; but if attended to in time, 
they niay be conquered ". 

Enter, then, into the chamber of your souls. Con«- 
verse with yourselves, and with your God. Whilst 
you are exploring the recesses of your minds, in* 
order to discover your errors, pray after this man- 
ner : ^^ O God, what we%ee not, respectingour depra- 
vity by nature, and guilt by practice, teach thou us *' ; 

'^ Rev. vi. 14—17. • 1 Thes. v. 2, 3. * Mat. vii. iSU 
■ Eom. viii. 13. ** Job xxxiv. 32. 
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that^ *fiiidifrig'the way of life^ we may walk stedfastly 
therein^ to'the day of our death !'* Arid how blessed 
will he the result of such a scrutifiy, if^ through'tbe 
operation of the Holy Ghost, it should lead tothat 
fenewal of our minds, which will inspire us, with 
Confidences at the day of judgment; when penitent 
atid reformed sinners shall obtain everlaiiting joy 
iiul peace I 
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LECTURE LXXVIII. 

ON SKtF-DENIAIi. 

Matthew xvi* 24. Then said Jesus to his Disciples j If oitjr 
. man tciU came aftw me, let Aim deny himself » 

Th£ ruinous effects which result from the unrer. 
straitled indulgence of our carnal desires are seen 
^very^ day. Multitudes^ unable to govern their pas- 
sions^ which clamour for gratification^ run headlong 
into all the vices and follies of life ;. without duly re- 
flecting, thatsuch a courseis incompatible with their 
Christian calling, and destructive of their peace. 
' But ive shall do well to remember^ that there is 
often much danger in the enjoyment of the very 
objects which promise most delfght. The fruit 
W^h captivates the eye. may turn out to be the 
rankest poison, and destroy those who happen to 
partake of it* 

The sinful pleasures of the world answer to this 
descjiptibn. Though they allure the senses^ and 
>fiatter their infatuated devotees with prospects of 
delectable gratifiications, yet Uiis is all illusion ; . for 
t|iB moment you strip off the gilt and the tinsel with 
which they are studiously covered by Satan the 
fatTier oMies, with a design to impose on his unwary 
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servants, their utter worthles&ness, their tendency ta 
poison and defile the whole man, and to stop up th0 
sources from whence true happine$s flows^ are 
clearly seen. 

Not a feW| who once seemed to bidfair for heaven, 
have been so entangled by the pleasures of sense, asi 
to have deserted the narrow path which leadeth to 
eternal glory, and to have made ^^ shipwreck of faith 
and a good conscience *•** 

Against such an inordinate thirst after pleasure^ 
the voice of God decidedly cautions us, as fatal to 
the peace and prosperity of our souls ; and directs 
us to cultivate a spiritual taste, in order that we 
*[ may approve things which are excellent, and that 
we may be sincere, and without offence, till the day 
of Christ**.'' " If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me^'^ 

. The necessity of attending to this duty, and what 
it binds us to perform, shall now be stated. 

Self-denial is the refraining from the use of those 
things which, if indulged, would prove injurious to 
our bodiQ;s and souls. The things to which this act 
of abstinence should extend, are, either those which 
are improper in themselves, on account of their sinful 
qualities ; or those which, though lawful and harm- 
less in their nature, may nevertheless be abused^ and 
become occasions of injury and falling to others. 

1 • Of the first class are all sinful indulgences, of 
what kind soever they be. These are compre- 
hended by St. John, under the three folio wing heads: 
'^ the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life^- 

The objeetft that are calculated to excite ^^the 

• 1 Tim. i. 19. •» Phil. L 10. • Luke ix. 23. \ 1 Jphn ii. 16. 
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lusts of the flesh/' are those sensual griitificatiom 
which minister pleasure to a vicious carnal mind. 
Under this ' description, the apostle Paul, in the 
name of God, interdicts lewdness, fornication, adul- 
tery, obscenity in words or actions, drunkenness, 
gluttony, and every species of excess. Besides these, 
he specifies other hateful sins, which spring from 
the same vitiated fountain: — " idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred^ variance, emulations; wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, revellings, and such 
like ; of the which I tell you before, as I have told 
you in time past, that they who do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God ®." 

The ** lusts of the eye" are those objects which that 
organ of sight beholds with an eager desire of the 
inind to obtain them, as if the possession would se- 
(tute unmingled satisfaction ; such as, the pleasures 
and emoluments of the worid, gold and silver, the 
possessions and decorations of life ; in short, any 
thing which affords carnal gratification to the eye, 
or to the animal desires, excited by its communi- 
cation with the soul, 

*' The pride of life" consists of the dignities, 
iiuthority, reputation, splendid titles, honour, and 
fame of the world, or any other thing which tends 
to lift men above their fellow-creatures, or to flatter 
their ambitious pretensions. 
. Now, in these things the men of the worid make 
up their happiness; after them they aspire conti- 
finally ; and they account the attainment of them 
the summit of human felicity. 

We admit that the world, as it came out of the 
hands of its Creator, was very good^, and a proper 
object of regard, as his work, and for his sake ; but 

'^ Gal. V. 19-22. ^Ge^.i.Sl. 
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91$ stfi huth defoced and filled it with pollution, our 
affections ought to be alienated from its spirit^ 
maxims^ practices, unholy pleasures apd amuse- 
ments. God enjoins us to keep aloof from it ; lest 
we should manifest hostility to him, by maintaining 
an unhallowed intercourse with it^: — ^^ Love not the 
worAd, nor the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life^ 
is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof ; but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever^." 

Under the division, therefore^ of things, which 
must be denied and . renounced* every species of 
sin, every impure desire and gratification, every, 
unholy thought, word, and deed, is expressly in- 
cluded. We are required to put them away from 
us, as we would a defiled garment, with disgust ; to 
throw them off, lest they should encumber us in 
running the spiritual, race : for if retained, they will 
certainly thrust us for ever out of heaven. "The 
mght is far spent ; the ^ay is at hand : let us, there- 
fore, ca^t off th^^orks of darkness, and let us put on 
the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the 
day ; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in cham- 
bering and wantonness, not in strife and envying* 
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ ; and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof'." 
. 2. The Gospel of Christ expects us to carry our 
self*denial, in some particular cases, to things inno- 
cent and unexceptionable in themselvei^ ; but which, 
through our own infirmiQ^,or the weakness and igno* 

'.James iv»4. ^ 1 John ii. 16., 17. ^ Aoin. sdii, 14» 
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ranee of others^ ^]^^ lav a stumbling-bloek in th^ 
way, and /eridanger their sal^tion. 

l^t. Paul stateis soole instances in* which it is our 
bounden' duty to comply with the scruples of the 
weak/ and to abstain from the use of things in- 
different in their nature, for their edification''. He 
has set ui? aii.example of com^iation, in this respect, 
which IS worthy <>f generld imitation. Whenever an 
inflc^cible regard to the word and glory of God would 
permit, he yielded to the prejudices of some and to 
the infirmities of others, and sacrificed his own plea- 
sure iri order that he nii^ht promote the spiritual 
welfare* of the flock o^Chnst : — " All tbirigs are law-' 
fill unto me ; but all' things are not expedient V' ^^ For 
thoogh I be free from all men, yet have I made my- 
self s^rvbnt unto all, that I might gain the more. And 
unto the Jew^ I beoan^e as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews ; to them that are under the law, as- under 
the law, that I might gain. them that are under the 
law ; to them that are without law, as without die 
law, (being not withc^ut the law to God, but under 
the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are 
without law. To the vi^eak became I as weak, thai I 
might, gain the weak : 1 am madqitall things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some"*." 

Now, are there no gratifications of this descrip- 
tion which charity t^ our infirm brethren should 
make us willing to forego^ rather than to injure 
their tender consciences ?^ Are we careful to walk 
circumspectly, not abusing our Christian liberty, 
but shewing all wisdom, and Qieekness, and con- 
descension ; ' choosing rather to recede, at times, 
from, our undoubted rights, than pertinaciously to 

* Rom/xiv. B-^. ^1 Cor. vi. \^2. -^ X Cer.ix. 19--2*. 
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contend for them ? Iii a word, Do we deny our- 
selves the indulgence of every thing that may oc«< 
casion sin in others, or be the cause of their hsdt^ 
ing or 'declension from the ways of God ? 

If we can sport with the' infirmities of duf *^wcdif 
brother, forwhom Christ died* ;" if we refuse to debar 
ourselves from the enjoyment of things unnecessary 
or utiessential, when they stand in the way of hi^ 
advaticement in the knowledge of heavenly truth t 
where is our love for Christ** ? How great were thcf 
privations to which' He- cheerfully submitted/for our 
redemption ! And caianot we make the slightest 
sacrifice, to pronlote his glory, and the happiness^ 
of his chosen' people ? 

3. This spirit of religious abstinence is conducive 
to real holiness, whilst it affords a pleasing kind of 
evidence of our sincerity. Without some degree of 
sell-denial, we can never grow in grace, nor attain: 
any establishment in the Divkie life, nor maintain com. 
munion with God^ nor give any proofs of being in a 
state of justification and acceptance with the Lord; 

How is it practicable to go forward in the way of 
righteousness, so long as sin is indulged, or not 
opposed ! To give the reins to our passions, and 
blindly to follow the dictates oi unenlightened reason, 
k.the direct method to plunge our souls into the mire 
of poUution. To ^ve an unrestrained licence to our 
animal desires, is as sure a step to the obstruction 
of our minds in their course to holy attainments, as it 
would be to embarrass the feet of a racer with heavy 
chains, in order to prevent his arriving first at the 
goaU •" Let us, therefore, lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and run* 
Mith patience the race that is set before us, looking 

» 1 Cor. vHi. 9, 19. <^ ib. viii. 12, IS. 
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unto Jesus, the Author and the Finisher of our faith; 
who, for the joy that was set before him^ oidured 
the cross, despising the shame ^.'^ 

Seif-<lenial, under the discipfine of the Holy 
Giiofit; is indiq>ensably necessary to the est^hlish- 
ment of the soul in good habits. When we are pre* 
pared to abandon what God prohibits, when we re- 
nounce onr most darling «ias and plea3ures in obe- 
dience to his command^ and when we strive '^ to 
perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord/' he will in? 
crease us with spiritual gifts ; he will make our path 
fike that of the just, which is as a shining light, 
^^that shineth more and more unto theperfeqt day ^^/' 

We should feel prompted to cherish this Christian 
ipirtue, in order that God may &vour us with mani- 
festations of his kindness, , His spirit.will not inhabit 
that heart, nor afford it glimpses of his love in ordi- 
aancesy which is careless about overcoming its wrong 
prop^isities. We are admonished^ therefore, not 
*^ to grieve, nor to quench the Holy Spirit," who is 
provoked to withdraw from them that walk disorderly. 

Further, how can we so effectually den[K>nstrate 
our sincerity to others, as by practi^ng those lessons 
of self-restraint' which our holy faith suggests ? To 
shew that we really *^ are partakers of a Divine na- 
ture," it is incumbent on. us ^^ to crucify the lugsts 
and affections of the fleshy" tp be dead to the 
world% and to bring our bodies into subjection to 
our rational souls"^. 

We need not be surprised that such high qualifi- 
cations should be judged necessairy for a* Christian, 
.when we reflect upon (lie purity of theX>ivine nature, 
or the sanctity of the place into which the righteous 

.»Heb.xiiM,2. "» Prov. iv. 18. *»Gal.v.24f, 

' ib. vi. U. . " 1 Cor. ix. 24-^27, 



ON llELF-PBVIAXf S79 

shall be admitted, afiter death. It ought rather to 
astonish us, that any unsanctified person should 
ever seriously entertain a h<me of eiqi^qg God io 
Ptoulise, when he affirms^ " There shall in no unse 
enter into it any thing that defUeth» neither whatsot 
eiper worketh abomination, or maketh a lie*." 

4. Sel£-denial of- sinful gcatificatioiv cannot be 
dispensed with, if we would seoire the joys of bea^ 
ven. ^^ Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord\** This declaration stands as the firm decree 
of God, which no circumstance, can reverse. How^ 
then, can this qualification for the cdestial state bo 
obtained, if we do not habituate ourselves every 
day to fresh acts of self-renunciation ! Can the 
drunkard, the sensualist, the unchaste person, reUsb 
the sublime enjoyments, of angels ? Gan they feel 
any pleasure in the holy worship) of Heaven ? Can 
they, who have taken no pains to resemble God, be 
fit to abide in his presence for ever ? Can the man 
who gives the reins to his depraved passions, whose 
mind is debased by femiliarity with gross carnal de-t 
lights, derive any sads&ction from spiritual things^ 
for which he has, no taste, and to which he affixes no 
value ? Light cannot be more opposite to darkness,i 
nor evil to good, than the condition in which unsancti- 
fied men are found, is to that selfrdenying spirit which 
is requisite to fit them for everlasting blessedness. 

Nor let the nominal Christian deceive himself with 
a hope of entering into '^ the rest which remainethfor 
the people of God," so long as he conforms to the 
fashions and guilty maxims and practices of ^^ the 
world which lieth in wickedness," and b mor6 con- 
cerned to avoid ^^ the offence . of the cross \'* and 

• Rev..xxi.27. ^Heb.xii.U. "Gal; v. 11. . 



e^(5ftpe the tdUtits of < the irreligipus . and profane^ 
thitn to ptease drod; by: ^^ obeying, from the heart, 
^at form of doctrhtie M^hidi hath beafi delivered un* 
to D^'*/' ' Sttdi a obin|llUnt temper is a decided 
mtitk of insinitlerityi ,and>«dli assuredly eause that 
solemn* dehanciation to be pronounced over tbem 
that offend in this manner : •■^' So then, because thou 
art lukewarm^ and'neitherc0ld nor hot, I will spue 
th€te out of my.'mouth'f'." 

5. Let us examine otirseives touching this ^oint, 
which is to detemiine ^^whose we are, and whom we 
serve.'* Do you; then^ ^^take up the cross^ deny 
yourselves, and foHow Christ ?" Are you in the ha- 
bit of cheddng the ebullitions of passion, anger, re^ 
venge, and reseMment ? !Do you oppose, by watch- 
fulness slnd prayer, the pride, ambition, avarice, va- 
nity, Conceit, carnal self-^love, and self-righteousness, 
whi^h spring up inyour bosoms r - Do you carry on 
a perpetual warfare against every sin, whether of the 
flesh or spirit ^ Does it grieve you to perceive the 
stubbornness of your evil nature ; with what difficulty 
it is kept from gaining the asoencfetncy over the better 
desires of' the mind ; and how often, baffled by the 
enemy, and by your own inconstancy, you; have 
£alien from your most sted^fast purposes, and thu$ 
have brought guilt on your consciences ? Do you 
endeavour to^ abound in all. the fruits of righteous- 
ness! Are you anxious to be conformed to the 
mind qf God, and to yield him a hearty unreserved 
obedience ? Are you uneasy at the thought, that you 
do rtot love him more and serve him better ? 
• If these desire and feelings actuate and govern 
your souls, there are, indeed, the strongest grounds 

«Roin.vi.l7. "ib.iii*16. 



for indulging la hope, that, having begun *^ to serve 
the Lord with all humility of tnind^," you will per- 
severe in well-doing, and be blessed in your deed. 

But if you manifest no concern to regulate your, 
affections and ^ set them on things above," no wish 
to bring your appetites ^nd passions into subjecUou 
to the Word of God, oh, hdw. awful is your statCr 
amidst all the pretensions which you make of attach- 
ment to Christ ! Whilst you " call him Lord, Lord^ 
you do not the things which he commands you^^ ; 
and, therefore, if you reform not, he will give you 
your ** poilion with hypocrites and unbelievers'." ? 
,Oh, renounce a cold system of religion, which 
costs you no ^^ denial of all ungodliness and worldly 
lusts," no giving up of your own inclinations to the 
will of God ; and make a complete surrender of 
yourselves to his service ! Such a line of conducf 
^f will bring a man peace at the last," because it is* 
the surest step to attain that blessing- 
'* 6. But let the vassals of iniquity reflect how 
much they lose now, and will forfeit for ever, by sijth 
mitting to the dominion of Satan, '^ and yielding 
their members • as instruments of unrighteousness 
unto sins" Is it nothing to be deprived of heaven, 
and to be cast down to hell, into the doleful regicm^ 
of. despair ? Is it, then, for momentary pleasures, 
falsely so called, that you refuse to taste the joys of 
Paradise, and will consent to dwell with everlastipg 
burnings? 

On the other hand, the people of God, who walk 
in the path of self-denial and holy obedience, pos- 
sess every advantage, both in time and in eternity. 
Whilst they live, no guilt harasses their minds ; 

' Acts XX. 19. '^ Luke vi. 46. - 

:*Mat.;txiv.51. . . *RotQ.yi< 13. i 
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because they are pardoned^ for Christ's sake. When 
they approach the hour of death, no forebodings of a 
dregful hereafter torment them. But hope fills 
their souls ; and carries them forni^ard with a prospe- 
rous gale^ towards their heavenly destination, where, 
at the appointed time, they arrive^ to '^ enter into 
the joy or their Lord." 

What conquest, then, is more desirable, or more 
glorious in its nature and effects, than to ove^-come 
our corrupt propensities, and lead them captive in 
the chains of Grace ? This victory, which the Spirit 
of Itighteousness enables us to gain, exalts our soulsj 
and assimilates them to the nature of the blessed 
God. 

Will not you, who are strangers to the power of 
sanctifying Grace, supplicate the Holy Ghost to 
assist you in the necessary work of subduing your 
iniquities, and of ^^ glorifying God in your body and 
in your spirit^ which are God's ** ?" 

^ MCor.vi.20. 
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1 Cor. X. 16. T%e cup of blessing which we hlesSy is it not the 
communion €f the blood of Christ f The bread which we 
lmmkfi$itnot1hBcomni9iimonof1hebodyofChr^ 

This Sacrament is of the highest importance in the 
Christian system ; and therefore it deserves par- 
ticular attention. When a person gives hopeful 
evidence that he is a partaker of ^^ the inward and 
spiritual grace," of " the outward visible sign in 
iMEiptism," even a ^^ death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness," he should come forward to 
make a profession of his fedth in Christ for Salva* 
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faoUf and to declare his purpose of living, in future, 
according to his Commandments, by joining mtl^ 
his people in receiving the Lord s Supper. 

This act of communicating with Christians in a 
solemn ordinance, especially when it is sincere, is 
UR open acknowledgment of our belief in the Go- 
spel, of our love for Christ and his ^disciples, and of 
our dedre to live to the honour of His name. 

K Our Divine Saviour, the night in which he was 
betrayed, and the evenhig before his crucifixion, 
^^ having celebrated the Passover with his Disciples, 
appoint^ the Lord's Supper to be a memorial of 
his redemption, as the Paschal Lamb had been a pre* 
figuration of it. He therefore took bread, and, by 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving, set it apart to be 
the representation of his body. ^ He brake it,* to 
shew that his body must be wounded, bruised, put 
to great torture, and undergo death, for the redemp* 
don of his people ; and he directed each of his Dis-* 
ciples 'to eat of that bread in remembrance of him^^* 
to instruct them in the way by which his atonement 
would be made effectual to their salvation. In like 
manner ' he took the cup,' and, renewing his prayers 
and thanksgivings, ' he bade them all drink of it;* 
as the wine represented his bloody which was about 
to be shed, to purchase the blessings of the new 
covenant, and to ratiiy it in behalf of the whole 
multitude of believers, for the remission of sins V* 

Nothing can be more simple, in its own nature^ 
than this institution of Christ ; though superstition 
has done what it could to misrepresent, obscure, and 
pervert its design. 

^^ The language of Christ, in appointing this ordi* 
nance, is manifestly figurative, and cannot be literally 

• Mat. xxYi. 26— 29» 
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interpreted^ (unless- we should explain the material 
dip itself to be the blood of Christ, or rather the 
ftew covenant ;) and this renders it the more won- 
dfirful, that a set of men should be^so adventurous 
and absui-d, las to require the Chureh to believe, in 
eontradiction to their senses, that the bread in the 
Sacrament/ after consecration, becomes the real 
entire body of Christ I But, indeed, the Scripture 
gives us no intimation of any peculiar mystery in 
this institution ; though strong metaphors are em- 
jHoyeid, the more- emphatically to demand our at- 
tention to the importance of the tilings signified by 
the outward emblems." 

* In this' manner. Christians, agreeably to the com- 
mand of their Lord, should, as often as circum- 
itances will permit, meet together, in His name^ to 
edebrate the Saoramental' Feast ;^^ for as oft^:i as 
they- eat this bread, and drink this cup, they do 
shew the Lord's death till he come^.'* The action 
is designed to be a perpetual tnemorial of Christ's 
sufferings, and of the way in which we become in- 
terested in them, even by ^^ feeding on Him, in our 
hearts, by faith with thanksgiving*'." 
'; ; The body, which dopbtless signifies his- entire hu- 
i^oan-nature as united to the eternal Son of God, 
15 represented by the- emblerii of bread, the most 
ui^fiil kind of sustenance. His blood, the shedding 
<rf ivhich was the immednite cause of his death, de- 
pnted. the whole of his expiatory sufferings, which 
terminated when he expired on the cross^ 

This Sacrament, therefore, through the medium of 

the outward emblems of bread and wine, strikingly 

exhibits to the whole world the justice and love of 

God, the perfection of His law, tlie evil of sin, the 

^ 1 Cor, xi. 26. "" Commimion Service, 
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tahity of temporal i and the importance of eternal 
things ; and \t evidently sets before the ey^s of all 
raen, Jesus Christ as having been crucified for their 
redemption, by reminding them of his dignity and 
righteousness, the depth of his humiliation, and the 
intenseness of his agony, the greatness of his conde^ 
scension and compassionate love, the wretched state 
of deserved misery from which he has redeemed *sin«- 
nersj the extensive efficacy of his sacrifice, and the 
happiness to which he exalts every true believer. 

2. Certain qualifications, however, are requisite for 
a proper reception of the Sacrament, and the benefits 
conveyed thereby ; — and these are, repentance and 
faith. In the act of receiving the Lord's Supper^ we 
acknowledge our ruined condition as sinners ; from 
which we .could not have been saved, if Christ hiad 
not shed his blood to redeem us ; we profess to be^ 
lieve the testimony of .God respecting the person 
and atonement of Christ, and the all- sufficiency of 
his vicarious sufferings ; we. avow our total depen- 
dence on the mercy of God, according to the pro- 
mises and provisions of the new covenant, which was 
ratified by Jesu's death ; we make a public acknow- 
ledgment of our obligations to him as our most gnu- 
cious Benefactor, and an engagement to obey him i^ 
our Lord and Saviour, by cheerfully yieidin^^ up our 
bodies and souls to his service ; abd, lastly, we d^ 
clare that we intend ^' to unite ourselves to his r^ 
deemed people^ to walk with them in Christian love 
and fellowship, in all the ordinances of Divine wor>- 
ship, and in all lioly conversation and godliness." 

'^ It is, therefore, most evident, that no man is pre^ 

pared for this sacred ordinance, or capable of.sin>- 

. cerely and intelligently making that profession which 

is implied in it, unless he' be, indeed, a self*coa- 
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demned penitent, who really believes the Gospel-^ 
and renounces all other confidences to ' flee for re- 
luge to lay hold on the hope set before him ;* and an- 
less, in his heart, he truty receives Christ Jesus the 
Lord, as his Prophet, Priest, Ruler, and Savioiu*, pur- 
posing thenceforth to vi^alk in obedience to him." 

3. Great advantages arise from frequent com*- 
muhicating, if it be done in a pious and reverential 
manner :- — " for the Lord's Supper as directly tends 
to strengthen and refresh the believing soul, as the 
bread and wine do to nourish and invigorate the 
i)ody.'* The frequent exhibition of the sacrifice of 
Christ, which is the central point of our holy reli- 
gion, is wdil adapted to increase humility, hatred 
and dread of sin, watchfulness, contempt of the 
world, feith, hope, love, joy,, gratitude, patience, 
compassion, meekness, fortitude, and all other holy 
dispositions. Besides, ^* at the same time that due 
honour is rendered unto the Lord, by this repeated 
profession of our faitli and love, the sympathy of 
religious persons uniting in so affectionate an ordi- 
nance promotes edification ; the great truths of Chris- 
tianity are thus brought before the minds of increas- 
ing numbers; and the presence and blessing of the 
Lord may be confidently expected, whilst we thus 
meet in his name, and present our prayers and 
thanksgivings before him. Indeed, this institiitioD 
was expressly intended to * shew forth the Lord's 
death till he come ;* and this proves that the doctrine 
of the atonement is the most essential part of Chris- 
tianity, and an habitual dependence on a crucified 
Saviour, the grai}d peculiarity of the Christian 
character." 

4< They who receive the Sacrament unworthily, 
cannot e>q>ect to reap any benefit from partaking of 
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it; inasmuch &s they do not* possess that state oi 
soul which is required of those who would profit by 
the ordnance. The Church thus briefly states the 
qualifications of a Communicant: — ^^Ye that do 
truly and earnestly repent you of your sins^ and ar^ 
in love and charity with your neighbours^ and intend 
to lead a new life, following the Commandments of 
God, and^walking from henceforth in his holy ways^, 
draw near with faith, and take this holy sacrament tp 
your comfort*^!" Every one, then, who lives har 
bitually in open or secret sin, or in the neglect of 
known duty ; vi^ho cherishes anger, malice, revenge, 
pride, envy, avarice, and sensual lusts in bis heart ; 
who comes to the Sacrament in order to make atone- 
ment for his sins^ or. to cloke his secret transgresr 
sions ; who attends on it to quiet a guilty conscience 
by a self-righteous service, substituting the sign for 
the thing signified ; or who uses it merely as a step 
to worldly preferment ; must " be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord %" and ^^ eat and drink, his own 
condemnation, not discerning the Iaord!s body^*" 

Surely, then, it becomes all men ^^ to examine 
themselves, before they presume to eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. For as the benefit is great, 
if with a true penitent heart and lively faith we rer 
ceive that holy sacrament ; (for then we spirituaHy 
eat the flesh of Christ, and drink his blood ; then 
we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us ; we are one 
\ with Christ, and Christ with us ;) so is the danger 

^ great, if we receive the same unworthily Judge 

'^ therefore yourselves, brethren, that ye be not judged 

'" of the Lord ; repent ye truly for your past sins ; have 

^-a lively and stedfast faith in Christ our Saviour; 

amend your lives, and be in perfect charity with all 

*^ ^ Communion Service. * 1 Cor. xi. 27« 'ib. 29. 

at 
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men; so shall ye be meet partakers of those lioly 
mysteries*." 

Many, by their impiety, carelessness, malice, se- 
cret vices, or open contempt of the Gospel, render 
themselves unfit for the holy ordinance of the Sacra- 
ment. And numbers approach the Table of the 
Lord in a proud, hypocritical, and carnal . spirit, 
which constitutes a most heinous sin ; which^ un- 
less it be repented of, will vastly increase ^eir final 
condemnsition. 

Let, however, those who withdraw from the Sa- 
crament from a cpnscioustiess that they are unfit 
to join with Christians in commemorating the dying 
love of their Redeemer, seriously consider that they 
are equally unprepared for death and judgment, and 
that, whilst in the act of retiring, they plainly de- 
clare that they are still ^^ in the gall of bitterness and 
in the bonds of iniquity," and without any part or 
lot in the benefits of His salvation. Indeed^ until 
the enmity of their hearts against the Gospel is sub* 
dued, and their lives are copformed to the com- 
mands of Jesus, they are as unable to pray accept- 
ably, as to communicate worthily^ 

Let such persons not rest satisfied with t^heir pre- 
sent state, but be much in earnest in using the means 
of becoming acceptable Communicants. 

5. Serious Christians, whose lives correspond with 
their profession, ought not, on any pretext, to ab- 
sent themselves from the Holy Communion. 

Some harass themselves with groundless fears, 
lest, by a well-meant bu^ unsuitable approach to the 
altar^ they should ^' eat and drink their own con- 
demnation,'* and 'deprive themselves of all hope of 
forgiveness ; though even the scandalous pro&umtion 

s Communion Service. 
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of the ordinance by the Corinthians was only visited 
by temporal corrections, that they might not be 
condemned with the world **• 

Others are afraid, lest, after receiving the Sacra- 
ment, they should fall from the holy resolutions 
which they have formed of living near to God, and 
should render their case desperate. But, although 
Peter denied Christ shortly after he had both cele- 
brated the Passover and the Lord's Supper, yet he 
was graciously restored to favour **. 

Others seem afraid of communicating too fre- 
quently ; making the languor of their affections an 
excuse for not attending the Sacrament, by which it 
is greatly increased ; and forgetting that this hea- 
venly feast is provided for nourishing our souls, in 
righteousness of life. 

It is, then, a duty incumbent on the new convert, 
^ho wishes to prosper in his soul, to consider the 
importance of this institution, and to prepare him- 
self for partaking of the Holy Communion as soon 
as he can do it sincerely. Let him not suspect any 
snare, or apprehend any dangerous consequences 
will ensue from his approaching the Lord's Table, 
but rather expect to derive from it all the spiritual 
benefits which it is designed to afford. 

And established Believers should evince their 
love and gratitude to Christ, by obeying his dying 
command, " This do in remembrance of me *." Must 
not every devout Christian be anxious, in this way, 
to reverence his Divine Lord and Master, and to 
seek communion with Him with whom he hopes 
to be united in the enjoyment of everlasting life ? 

n 1 Cor. xi. 29—33. * Luke xxii. 3 1 , 32. ib. 19. 
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LECTURE LXXX. 

ON WATCHFULNESS. 

Mat xxvi. 41. WaJtchy and prayy that ye enter not into temp- 
t taiion* 

A HOLY vigilance is^not less expedient in our hea* 
venly calling, than courage and prudent conduct 
ate in a soldier when he enters into the field of 
battle. Indeed, watchfulness is indispfensable to the 
safety of the Christian combatant, because of 'the 
power and stratagems employed by the.e^ienaies 
who are arrayed against him. How mindful^, then, 
•shotild we be of the wise admonition of the Apo- 
stle : *' Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adver- 
sary, the Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.*." 

That watchfulness which the Scriptures enforce 
upon us indudes not only a constant sobriety of 
mind and circumspection, which are requisite for 
discerning die perils which surround us, and for 
applying the best mode of defence against them, 
but also an habitual state of preparation^ and a. de- 
fensive posture, in order that we may be ih readi- 
ness to repel an unexpected attaQk^. or to ward off 
any danger which may threaten us.. 

Inthie patient discharge of this duty^ much self- 
denial will be necessary. The faithful watchman and 
sentinel will not desert their stations for a moment ; 
lest, in the mean time, the crafty enemy should make 
a sudden irruption, and carry the post which they 
occupy, without difficulty. Nor will they indulge in 
slumber, lest the unlooked-for advance of their foe 
should throw them into such a consternation and 

• 1 Pet. V. 8. 
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panic as to deprive them of tlie power of making a 
formidable resistance ; for the best weapon is but of 
little use, when the succours of reason are with- 
drawn^ by which we are enabled ijiost successfully 
to wield it. 

Equally solicitous should every soldier qf Jesus 
.Christ be to guard against spiritual sloth and drow- 
siness^ against carnal indulgences> against the arti- 
£ce8 of "Sat^riy and the delusions of his own heart ; 
knowing that be is not secure for an hour, except as 
he holds himself in readiness to withstand the as- 
jsaults of the worlds (he fleshy and the devil. 

The advice which our Lord gave to his Disciples, 
in contemplation of the Day of Judgment, should be 
acted upon during the whole period of pur lives: — 
" Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged, with surfeiting and drunken- 
ness end cares of this Ufe, and so that day come 
upon you unawares : for as a snare shall it come 
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. Watch ye, therefore, and pray always, that 
y^ may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
ihings, ^nd to stand before the Son of Man^." 

1 . Hie necessity of holy vigilance in our Christiaa 
<!Ourse arises from a view of the numerous dangers 
to which Satan exposes us. There is scarcely a step 
that ,can be taken^ in the present life, which is not 
attended with some difficulty or p^ril. Millions of 
foes, headed by the Prince of Darkness, stand drawn 
opt in hostile array, to intimidate the Christian pilr 
grim,. to oppose his march, and to prevent his en- 
trance into the kingdom of God. " Put on, there- 
fore> the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
tQ stand against the wiles of the Devil. For we 

*'Lukexxi.S4j— 37. 
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wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places. . . . Stand, therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breast- 
plate of righteousness, and your feet shod vrith the 
preparation of the Gospel of Peace ; above all, tak- 
ing the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take 
the helmet of salvation ; and the sword of the Spi- 
rit, which is the Word of God : praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup- 
plication for all saints^.'* 

Satan, with malignant cunning, will tiy every ar- 
tifice to ruin our souls. At one time, he will suggest 
there is no occasion to be so precise in our walk, 
to deny ourselves so rigidly the pleasures of sin, 
to keep up stated hours for prayer, and to watch 
against the evil propensities of our minds. And if 
he can succeed in infusing a spirit of indifference 
about religion, he will have gained an important 
victory over us. At another season, he will throw 
off the disguise of an " angel of light "*/' and boldly 
tempt us to gratify corrupt inclinations, to cast off 
even the forms of religion, to ridicule the Gospel, 
to persecute upright believers, and to go to the 
greatest lengths of impiety. 

Now, if we yield to his insinuations, find are not 
watchful to defeat his specious as well as his more 
daring wiles, we shall become an easy prey to our 
enemy, who lieth in wait to destroy us. 

2. The diversified temptations which the world 
presents to fascinate our senses constitute another 

« Eph. vi. 10—19, * 2 Cor. xi. 14. 
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reason for persevering in watchfulness. To what 
quarter can we turn our attention^ from whence a 
temptation may not arise ? The world attacks our 
eyes, our ears, and our appetites, with baits adapted 
to allure them ; yea, it addresses our hopes and 
fears, our joys and sorrows, in order to draw us away 
from our sted&stness. Now, how can these repeated 
assaults be withstood, if we do not endeavour to 
maintain that sobriety of mind which will at once 
induce us to watch against the evils which surrouqd 
us, and enable us to assume such a posture of de- 
fence as, with the help of God, will carry us glo- 
riously through every attack 1 

3. The native wickedness of our own hearts will 
require the utmost vigilance. There are two prin* 
ciples in the best of men — nature and grace. The 
former always inclines us to evil; the latter strongly 
biasses us to good. The one is called ^^ the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts^ of 
the flesh ;*' the other, *^ the new man, which, after 
God, is created in righteousness and true holiness''." 
The Apostle tells us, *^ These are contrary one to 
tiie other, so that we cannot do the things that we 
would ^" Indeed, the struggle for victory betwixt 
^e carnal and the spiritual principle is often so de^ 
termined, that it extorts the bitter exclamation, 
•^ O wretched man that I am I who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death'!" 

But the state of unrenewed men is still more af*. 
fecting : in their souls the corrupt principle is pre- 
dominant : " they are led captive by sin, and the de- 
praved affections which controul them, so that they 
reacfily yield to the temptations of the Devil**." 

• Eph. iv. 22-25. ' Gal. v. 17. 

^Bon?. vii. 24. * 2 Tim. u. 26. 
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Now^ if the strictest' watchfulness is requisite in- 
the case of good men^ lest they should fall away 
and make shipwreck of faith and of a good con- 
science ^^ how indispensably needful is it for those 
who^ having no grace in their hearts^ are easily led 
astray from the path of righteousness ! Jesus says 
unto all^ ^^ Watch, and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation." 

4. The disadvantages under which an unwatchful 
person labours are, indeed, numerous. First; he 
is compared, by St. Paul, to one who is asleep ". 
During the hours of repose, how ignorant and un* 
conscious is a man of all the events that are passing 
around him ! How defenceless is his condition ! 
If the midnight assassin should attack him, or the 
robber should invade his property, he may easily 
fell by the violence of the former, or be plundered 
by the craft of the latter. — Secondly; a person 
wh6 dees not ^^ watch and pray," but Kves in ih« 
allowance of sin, resembles a dead man, who is as, 
insensible of any injury offered to him as he is des* 
titute of means to resist it. 
' A drowsy, lifeless, sirmer is therefore in a very 
pitiful condition . Insensible of the danger which he 
incurs from the devices which Satan employs against 
him, and lost in total ignorance of his ovtrn character 
and state, he goes on hourly in a course of impiety, 
unconcerned about the misery which must soon 
overtake him, unless he is raised " from the death 
of sin to the life of righteousness " by the quicken^ 
ing energy of the Holy Ghost. 

The folly of such total want of vigilance was apparent 
in the sad catastrophe which befel the ungodly world 
in the days of Noah ; " They did eat, they drank^ 

\\ Tim. 1.19. »^Eph. v. 14* 
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they married wives, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and. 
the flood came and destroyed them all ^." How little 
did these unthinking people expect such a fatal over- 
throw ! And how greatly surprised will ungodly 
men be, '^ when sudden destruction shall coipe upon 
them, and they shall not escape^ I" Is it, then, with* 
out just reason that the Apostle exhorts sinners ia 
these words : ^^ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light "" !" . 

5. Christian vigilance is attended with every adr 
vantage. Whilst we ^^ are sober, and given unto 
prayer,'* thougb we shall not be exempted from the 
^^ temptations. which are common to men," yet we. 
shall be, comparatively, secure from eviL Satan will 
not prevail over those who oppose him with ^^ the 
whole armour of God." . Success is promised to 
every Child of God who contfends with Satan ia a 
Christian spirit and with the weapons ^ of the Gor 
spel : — *^.Resist the Devil, apd he will flee from you," 
as a foiled and vanquished enemy* Myriads inJiea^^ 
ven have overcome the Wicked-one and every dan-, 
ger ; and are now enjoying, in the glorified state, the 
fruits of their victory. St. Jphn saw in vision this 
triumphant host, and celebrates their victory :-«^^^ I 
beheld, and lo ! a gres^t multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo-. 
pie, and tongues, stood before the throne, and be- 
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands } and cried with a loud voice, saying. 
Salvation to our God who sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb°!" 

Are you vigilant ? '^ Do you walk circumspectly^ 

* Luke xvii. 26, 27. * 1 Thess. v. S. 

" Eph. v. 14. » Rev. vii. 9, 10. 
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not as fools^ but as wise men^ redeeming the time^ 
because the days are evil'' ?" Do you^ conscious of 
your feebleness^ distrust even your own hearts, as 
well as your best resolutions ? Are you ever ^^ stand- 
ing on the watch, and setting upon the tower ^/' that 
you may descry your enemies, and be prepared to 
give them a formidable reception? Unless you 
take such precautions, the sudden assaults of Satan 
may cause you to ^^ fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts which drown 
men in destruction and perdition ^Z' 

6. But are you desirous to know the manner in 
which you may acquit yourselves, in this holy war-* 
fare, with success ? Then you must narrowly watdi, 
and studiously observe, the inward springs of ac- 
tion. ^^ Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out 
of it are the issues of life **.'* . 

Be particularly on your guard against constitu- 
tional sins ; for though they may slumber for a time, 
when not excited by temptation, yet, in the moment 
of trial, they are easily kindled into a flame, and 
made to rage with uncontrouled violence. ^^ Let not 
sin have dominion over you ;** " but watch, stand 
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong "***!" 

Do not parley with the temptations of the " Fa- 
ther of Lies," lest he should gain an advantage over 
you. When he infuses evil thoughts, reject them 
with abhorrence ; saying, ^' The Lord rebuke thee, 
O Satan ' T 

Be not enticed into unlawful indulgences, by the 
specious excuses with which he will furnish you, in 
order to diminish their guilt, or to make them more 
attractive. Reject the delusion, in the words of Jo- 

® Eph. V. 15, 16. ~ Hab. ii. 1. p 1 Tim. vi. 9. 

« Prov. iv. 23. *»' 1 Cor. xvL 13. ' Zech. Hi. 2. 
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ieph; "How, then, can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin i^inst God* ?" " Continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with thanksgiving\" Even Satan^ 
formidable as he is, may be vanquished by the e{&^ 
cacy of earnest prayer: this is that shield which^ 
when joined with faith in the promises of God, ren-t 
ders our souls invincible. Our Lord's caution is 
never unnecessary : " Watch and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation.' To place a full reliance on watch- 
fulness without the use of fervent prayer, argues ft 
presumptuous confidence in our own strength, which 
will expose us to certain failure ; but when they are 
combined, we shall, without doubt, triumph over 
the hosts of darkness, ^^ and make our calling and 
election sure"." " Blessed are those servants, whom 
the Lord, when be cometh> shall find watching! 
Verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himselfy 
and make them to sit down to meat, and will come 
forth and serve them "".'* 

• Gen. xxxix. 9. * Col. iv. 2. 

» 2 Pet. i. 10. "« Luke xii. 37. 
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ON RESISTING AND MORTIFYING SIN. 

Romans yiii. 13. For if ye live after the fleshy ye sJuill die : 
hut ifyey throvgh the Spirit^ do mortify the deeds of the body^ 
ye shall live. 

When a man engages in a contest^ it is of great 
consequence for him to know the character and re- 
sources of his opponent^ and the injury which he is 
capable of doing ; that he may understand the best 
method of attack and defence, and by what means 
he can most effectually annoy his enemy. In the 

o 3 
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part where he is most vulnerable, the assault should 
be made with the greatest force, in order that the 
victory may be more easily won by a decisive blow. 
With the same views, a knowledge of the natuse 
and malignity and injurious tendency of sin^ as 
described in the first part of this Work^ will suggest 
to us the msdom of arming ourselves to vnthstond 
its violence. Sin is compared^ by St. Paul^ to a 
despotic prince, exercising a tyrannical autliority 
throughout his dominions : — ^^ Sin. hath reigned 
imto death *." All mankind are the subjects of its 
vast empire, and the whole worki is the seat of its 
extensive power. It has caused a sentence of death; 
to be inflicted ii^on the apostate race of Adam :— 
^^ By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned^.'* No man is exempted fron^ its 
fatal stab ; though penitent believers in Christ will 
escape ^^ the second death %*' which is banishment to 
hell, into which obdurate sinners will finally be 
thrust^. 

Such is the destructive power of sin over all who 
submit to its hateful influence. 

The expediency, therefore, of ofiering resistance 
to sin may be established on the strongest grounds. 
Its tendency to despoil us of righteousness and 
peace, to fill the mind with enmity against God and 
dislike of His reasonable service, the fetters with 
which it binds our souls and bodies, and the disqua- 
lifications which it brings us under for serving God 
or for enjoying his presence, are considerations which 
might serve to convince us that we should not 
tamely yield to sin, but oppose, with the greatest 

•Rom.v. 21, '•Rom. V. 12. 

« Rev. XX, 6. * Rjev. xiv. 9— 12. 
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determination, all its malevolent attempts to bring 
us under its dominion. 

Do we, then, aspire after liberty, that noble free- 
dom of the Children of God ; which consists in the 
emancipation of our souls from the chains of sin, 
and in our being brought into a capacity to delight 
in God, and to advance our nature to the highest 
degree of perfection to which it can arrive ? 

To attain so exalted and happy a condition, who 
would not be willing to shake off the usurped autho- 
rity of sin ? Who would be so lost to the excel- 
lence of the soul, and the joys which are prepared 
for it in heaven, as to suffer it to be enslaved by 
hurtful lusts, prejudices, and passions ? Who would 
snuffer his heart to be the abode of unclean spirits, 
instead of having it ^*for an habitation of God. 
through the Holy Ghost," whose influences fill it 
with stmctity and gladness ? 
. Another motive to resist all unrighteousness, 
equally cogent with those which have been stated, 
is the dishonour which it offers to the Law of God. 
Can those who call themselves Christians freely 
allow themselves in practices which are affronting 
to God ? How contrary would such a temper be to 
the whole tenor of their baptismal covenant, in 
whieh they promised " to renounce the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil, to confess the faith of Christ 
crucUied, to fight manfully under his banner, and to 
continue his faithful soldiers and servants unto the 
ead of their lives "**." 

How, then, shall they who, by a profession so 
solemn,' are dead to sin, live any longer therein^! 
Christians, on the contrary, are exhorted to put off 
**' BaptUmal Service. * Rom. vi. 7-«-22. 
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" the body of sin V* &nd to ^^ have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness^ but rather to re- 
prove them O 

Stimulated by such resistless motives, the obe- 
dient Christian will inquire, How am I to contend 
successfully against iniquity ? How can I '^ fight die 
good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal lifc^?" 

Now, we must carry our resistance, first, against 
every kind of sin, whether it be notorious and atro- 
cious, or less heinous and secret sin ; whether it be 
sin of omission or commission, of ignorance or pre* 
sumption. Secondly, we are required to oppose 
most strenuously our besetting sins — those consti- 
tutional iniquities which are grafted in us, and too 
frequently gain the ascendancy over us ; such as, 
pride, revenge, covetousness, worldly-mindedness, 
self-righteousness, an unforgiving, or malevolent 
spirit. These sins, by long indulgence, take deep 
root in the soul, and cannot be subdued but by a 
persevering and courageous opposition. 

Nor will it be allowable t6 give any quarter even 
to sins of the most pleasing form, or to those which 
promise the greatest advantage. Every beloved 
lust must be sacrificed, every darling sin must be 
forsaken, and every favourite idol renounced, if 
we have any wish to please God who calls as to 
holiness *"•*. 

1. That resistance which will ensure a conquest 
over sin^ must be firm. There are seasons when 
the courage of the warrior must rise to the highest 
pitch, to overcome the obstacles that surround him ; 
and when nothing but the most resolute bravery 
will give him the superiority over his foe. 

'Rom.vi.6. 'Eph.v.ll. 

»• 1 Tim. vi. 12. ^ Mark ix. 43—50. 
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The Christian combatant must display the same 
undaunted and unyielding spirit in defending him- 
self against those legions of darkness which mil 
assail him. A victory over such foes cannot be 
hoped for^ without the most daring valour and re- 
solution. Hence, to make us ^^ more than conquer- 
ors*' over our adversaries^ the Scripture urges us 
*' to endure hardness, as good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ^ ;' to fight courageously under His banners; 
«nd ^^ to resist, even unto death," rather than to give 
up our souls as a prey to the ravages of sin, and to 
the dominion of Satan ^. 

2. Our opposition should be persevering. In an 
arduous and protracted contest, the most valiant 
efforts continued only for a short time will prove 
fruitless. Patience, and unremitting endeavours, 
accompanied with a resolution to conquer or die, are 
often requisite to bring the battle to a favourable, 
issued Our resistance to sin must be carried on in 
this spirit ; because it will strive hard for the vie* 
tory ; nor will it desist from its rancorous, hosti- 
lity, till death shall place us beyond its power. 

In our encounters with sin, we may, at times, ob- 
tain a partial advantage over it, and fancy we have 
subdued it ; but, if we are not vigilant, it will soon 
recover its native strength, and rally its forces : and 
if it should find us unprepared, it will teach us, by 
more vigorous attacks, and by an easy victory over 
us, that it is dangerous to sleep at our post, or re- 
lax our exertions, whilst so formidable an enemy is 
in existence. 

Hence the policy of daily striving, by prayer and 
faith and watchfulness, to subdue our iniquities, and 
to give them no opportunity of acquiring strength ; 

« 2 Tim. ii. S. ^ Eph. ii. 2. > 1 Pet. y. 8, 9. 
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for as a few sparks of fire lying amongst the dying 
embers may be sufficient to raise a flame, so a little 
indulgence shewn to a less-offensive sin may in 
time take away our dread of committing the most 
outrageous violations of God's Law^ and produce in 
us a total '^ hardness of hearty and contempt of his 
holy word and commandment." 

Let us^ then, not tamely yield to transgression ; 
but vigorously and unceasingly oppose it^ lest it 
should insinuate itself into the camp of our hearts, 
before we think it has arrived at the gates. How 
much wiser is it ^^ to abstain from all appearance of 
evil ?,^' than to sport with the dagger, whidi has 
stabbed our fellow-cr^tures^ and deprived them of. 
that happiness, which the Son of God ebuld not re- 
gain but through the bitter pains^ of crucifixion 1 

3. Again ; we are enjoined by the Lord, hot only to 
resist, but to mortify sin ; that is, to kill it by a linger- 
ing, though certain death. Believers are, in a spi- 
ritual sense^ dead to sin, and alive to^righteousness °. 
For this reason, they are addressed by St. Paul^ in 
the fallowing terms : " Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth ° ;" yea, even 
"crucify the flesh, with the affections and lusts p," 
" that the body of sin may be destroyed, that hence- 
forth you may not serve sin**." 

How much better is it to cut off a mortified limb, 
than to endanger, by retaining it, the whole body"^! 

And is it not equally wise to renounce the most 
pleasurable vanities, rather than to kill our souls/ 
and rob them of the hallowed pleasures of heaven ? 
And should we not be willing to suffer a little nio- 
mentary pain, and to submit to self-denial for a short 

» 1 Thess. V. 22. " Rom. vi. 1 1. • Col. iii. 5. 
P Gal. V. 24. « Rom. vi. 6. ' Mai. v. 30. 
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period, in order to promote the health and salvation. 

of our souls r 

Let us, then^ bring out the lusts and evil habits, 
and corrupt passions and desires of our hearts, and 
slay them at the foot of the cross. A contempla?, 
tion of the sufferings of Jesus on the accursed tree, 
by a lively faith, will give a mortal blow to the reign- 
ing power of sin : for how can we think lightly of it^ 
when we see what accumulated sorrow, what intense 
agony, it occasioned the mind of the holy Jesus' ! . 

Ify then, we go to Calvary every day, and reflect 
on the scene which it presents of a dying Saviour, 
we cannot fail to derive the strongest motives for 
mortifying sin, and for treating it as an enemy who 
must be subdued, before we can enjoy complete re- 
pose. A sight of the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ produced these salutary effects upon St. Paul ; 
" by whoni," says he, "the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world * ;" so that I view the -world, 
as little . impressed by all its charms, as a spectator 
would be l!^ any thing which had been graceful in 
the countenance of a person, when, he beholds it 
blackened in the agonies of death ; and am no more 
affected by the objects around me, than one that is 
expiring would be struck with any of those pro^ 
spects which his dying eyes might view from the 
cross on which he was suspended ''• 

Let it at all times be recollected, that to render 
our resistance of sin effectual, we must be supported 
by strength from on high ; for it is hazardous, in the 
extreme, for us singly, and unaided by Divine power, 
to combat with our spiritual foes ; any one of whom 
would be able to destroy us, unprotected by the arm 

~ ' Luke xxii. 42—45. Mat. xxvi. 38. xxvli. 46. 
^ Gak vi. 14. "* Doddridge's Family Expositor. 
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of Omnipotence. And, further ; such an unequal 
contest is quite superfluous^ because God is ready 
to grant all needful succour to those who invoke it. 
Indeed^ knowing the number and potency of our 
adversaries, he cautions us not to venture on the 
conflict without being furnished with spiritual 
weapons from the magazine of Grace : — ^^ We 
wrestle not against flesh and bloody but against 
principalities^ against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day*." 

Supported by the mighty God of Jacob, we shall 
be able to resist and overcome the most formidable 
powers of sin and hell. 

Look at the immense multitude who, covered 
with the shield of faith and prayer, conquered in 
the day of battle, and are now enjoying in mansions 
of glory the fruits of their happy conquest^ ! 

You will most certainly obtain a victory over sin 
and depraved afiections, not less decisive and im* 
portant in its results, if you ^^ work out your salva- 
tion with fear and trembling ;'* depending for suc- 
cess on the Lord, ^^ who giveUi strength and power 
unto His people*.** 

« Eph. vi. 12, 13. y Rev. vii. 9—17. 

' Psalm Ixviii. 35. Phil. ii. ] 2, 1 3. 
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ON SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD. 

2 Cormthians vi. 17, 18. Wherefore come out from among 
ihemy and be ye separaUy saith the Lord, and touch not the 
umekan thing $ and I will receive gou, and will be a Father 
unto you ; and ye shall be my sons and datighters, saith 
the lard Almighty^ 

Religion is a holy concern^ which proposes the 
glory of God and the happiness of man. — Now, in 
order to maintain communion with the Deity, rea- 
son teaches us to seek those dispositions of soul 
which are pleasing to him. 

God expects us to abstract ourselves, as much as 
we can, from all unnecessary commerce with the 
world ; whose character needs only to be known to 
justify such a separation* As the world came out of 
the hands of its Divine Former, it was pronounced 
*^ very good/' and it was a beautiful specimen both of 
His power and wisdom. But sin has converted it 
into a theatre of misery, in which every description 
of vice is exhibited, in utter opposition to the will 
of God. Its plans, purposes, and pleasures, are sin^ 
ful ; and its spirit is in open rebellion against his 
authority'': yea, " the whole world, except the peo- 
ple of Godi is said to lie in wickedness ^'^ or to 
acquiesce in the government of Satan, who is styled 
the " Prince of it%'* ^^ and worketh in the hearts of 
the Children of disobedience"*.'* 

To manifest, then, a decided regard for the world, 
which is as hostile to God as it is inimical to our 
own felicity, is the way to offend him, and ruin our* 
selves. In truth, any degree of friendship with it, in 
things forbidden, is impossible ; unless we will asso« 

* James iv. 4. ** 1 John v. 19. 

*^Johnxiv.30. •»Eph.ii.2. 
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date with it at the peril of our souls ^. Thousands, 
in all ages, have lost heaven through an idolatrous 
love of this wicked world : ensnared by its maxims 
and spirit^ they ^' have drowned themselves in per-* 
dition^" Demas and Hermogenes and PhygeUus 
among pr0fessor3S and a multitude of others who 
knew not God^ have thus sacrificed ineffable bliss, 
for the vain and polluting and miserable pleasures of 
the world ! Their awful fate should be a lasting 
admonition to us, not to estrange ourselves from 
God for the transitory gratifications which this life 
affords ! God, desirous of the welfare of his rational 
creatures, not only reprobates the folly and mad- 
ness of a worldly, vieious life ; but complains of it, 
as a mark of the basest ingratitude shewn towards 
himself : — ^^ My people have committed two evib : 
they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters; 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water **." 

1 • That separation from the world, which it is 
our business to inculcate, does notcall for a monas- 
tic seclusion from life and its various affairs. We 
were sent into the world not to waste our time in 
idleness, but to attend to the duties of our respee* 
tive stations. A proper attention to our several 
callings is fully compatible with the most exalted 
piety. 

St. Paul exhorts us to combine industry wth re- 
ligion, when he says, ^^ Not slothful in business ; 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ^" Nay, he pro- 
ceeds further, and condemns those who neglect to 
make suitable provision for their families :— ^* If any 
man provide not for his own, especially for those of 



• 1 John. ii. 15. ' tim.vi. 9. »2 Tim. iv. 10. & i. 15. 
^ Jer. ii. 13. ' Rom. xii. 1 1. 
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bis own house, he hath denied the fftilh, and is worse 
than an infidel ^" 

Besides^ we are members of society, and have 
duties to perform towards it which cannot be dis- 
pensed with« Hence men must have some con« 
nection with the world, otherwise its ordinary af- 
fairs could not be transacted. 

God does not, therefore, require his servants to 
retire from the world, and to imprison themselves in 
dens tind caves of the earth ; or to immure them- 
selves in convents and cloistered retreats, as if it 
were sinful or unlawful to hold any intercourse with 
their fellow-creatures, or impossible to serve him 
faithfully in such a probationary state. All he en* 
joins us is, to take particular care, when we come in 
contact with carnal men, to evince that we are not 
of the world, either as to its spirit or guilty prac- 
tices ; but that we maintain intercourse with it only 
for the management of our necessary business^ or 
to benefit it by our instruction and example. 

Yet it is incumbent on Christians to remember^ 
that, as the world is a scene of temptation which 
endangers the salvation of their souls, the seldomer 
they mix with it the better. Their commerce with 
it should be regulated by the demands of duty ; and 
everything they have to manage in it, should be 
done in a spiritual frame, and with a view to the 
glory of God ; that so " they may escape its cor- 
ruption through lust^" and render it better, and not 
worse, for their communicating with it. 

Nominal Christians, however, instead of exer- 
cising such caution in their approaches to the world, 
plunge themselves heedlessly into its fascinating 
vortices ; just as if none had been already swallowed 
MTiin.v.8. MPet.ii.l— *. 
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up by them ; or as if no harm could ensue from an 
unrestrained indulgence of its vanities. Now what 
does this fearless and unwarranted communion with 
the world argue, but a wish to drink of that cup 
which has poisoned countless thousands of our fel- 
low-sinners^ who, when it is too late, regret their 
attachment to a world of iniquity, which has led 
them to revolt from God. 

Their destruction does not^ however, operate as a 
salutary admonition to deter others from the same 
infatuation : for numbers can sleep securely on the 
enchanted ground, though the voice of God often 
proclaims in their ears, " Arise ye, and depart ! for 
this is not your rest. Because it is polluted, it shall 
destroy you, even vrith a sore destruction"*." 

But if we thus cleave in our heart to the world, 
we must share its destiny, and finally perish with 
it». 

2. The Word of God, after allowing us such a 
necessary intercourse with the world as we have 
glanced at, demands that we separate from it, both 
in heart and conduct. 

We n^ust not sanction, mudi less act according to 
the principles of the world, when they oppose Reve- 
lation ; for this would be to treat the will of God 
with contempt,, and to prefer tlie maxims of weak 
misguided creatures to the wise dictates of Him 
whose prerogative it is to be infallible. 

Nor will it be sufficient to plead, in defence of 
any wrong sentiment or practice, that it has had the 
reverence of our ancestors, or is countenanced by 
many who stand high in the estimation of men. If 
the maxim be condemned by God, no human an* 
thority, however great, can make that good which 
He pronounces evil, 

-*Mtcahii.lO. -2PeLuLia 
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Eivery principle, in morals and religion, should be 
referred for examination to the Word of God, and 
be approved or rejected as it accords with, or differs 
from it. *^ To the Law and to the Testimony : if 
they speak not according to thisWord^ it is because 
there is no light in them ^•" 

Now, if many of those sentiments which are so 
fashionable amongst us were judged of by this 
perfect rule, they would be deservedly branded with 
reproach, as being confessedly repugnant to the will 
of the Lord. Tried by this standard^ many sins, 
to which specious names are given, would appear 
truly execrable: covetousness would not be dis- 
guised under the imposing terms of parsimony, 
economy, or prudence ; revenge would not lose its 
(^minality by being called a proper retaliation, but 
be justly exposed, as a murderous, diabolical feeling, 
which is hateful to God ^ ; pride would not be mis- 
termed the shewing of a becoming spirit, but would 
be regarded as an abomination to the Lord''; and 
many of those popular sentiments, to which usage 
has affixed the epithets of honourable and manly, 
would be seen, when viewed through this just me- 
dium, to be as vicious and disgraceful, as they are 
injurious to the welfare of our souls. 

Surely, then, all who have any solicitude about 
pleasing God will feel no hesitation in appealing 
from the judgment of the world, whenever it dares 
to applaud what He forbids, and to condemn what 
He admires. Let us take care to derive our prin- 
ciples of action, not from the uncertain and often 
polluted stream of public opinion, but from the un- 
erring Word of God ; because our practice cannot 

• Isa. viii. 20. 2Pet.iii.lO. IJohn ii. 17. 
» Mat. ▼. 21—23. ^ Prov. vi. 16,17. 
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be virtuous and holy, so long* as our principles ' are 
loose or unsettled. 

The maxim of Christ, no less than the admonition 
of the Apostle Paul, shews that it is a matteri of the 
first importance to have such principles fixed in our 
minds as may excite us to a cbnsistendy reli^ous 
course* ^^ Either make the tree good, and his fruit 
good ; or else make the tree corrupt^ and his fruit 
corrupt ; for the tree is known by his fruit "^Z' 

" Hold fast the form of sound words '." " It is a 
good thing that the heart be established with 
grace*." 

. 3- It is incumbent on us to separate ourselves, 
also, from the pursuits of worldly men ; because a 
marked di£ference of spirit and taste should be ma- 
nifested by tis, if we would prove ourselves to be 
the servants of the Almighty. Worldly people 
pursue, with an insatiate appetite, the things of 
Ume and $ense — objects '^ which perish in the using." 
Christians cannot act in this manner: their afifecticHis 
must be fixed, ^^ not on things which are on the earth, 
but on those things which. are above». where Christ 
sitteth at this right-hand of God"." Dedicated to 
His honour, they must desire better pleasures, more 
noble enjoyments, than those which are merely 
secular. To grow in conformity to the will of their 
Heavenly Father, to abandon every pernicious way, 
to increase in gracious dispositions, and to know 
more of God and his Son Jes^us Christ, and the 
matchless wonders of his redemption* shoikd be the 
Reading desires of their minds. Their treasure should 
be in heaven; and to gain its transporting .joys> 
.must be the nearest wish o£ their hearty 

' Mat xii; S3. • 2'Tim. i. 13. Rota. xH. 19—21. 

' Heb. xiii. 9. " Col. iii. 1^3. 
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4. A CbrUtian is required to evidence bis separa- 
tion from the world by differing most materially 
from it in practice* Many of those sins which carnal 
men Ignorantly : dtem harmless offences wear quite 
auPtber aspect in Scripture. Drunkenness, fornica- 
:tiQn^ adultery, avarice, fraud, and extortion — crimes 
which> through the frequency with which they are 
committed, h^ve. almost losti amongst somie people, 
their native turpitude — still retain all their charac- 
ieristic odiousiiess before God ; and are stigmatlssed 
by Bka as deadly sins, which he will visit at the 
LastDay with the heaviest indignation "". But these 
are transgressions of the Divine Law, which are not 
to be named, much less perpetrated by BeUevers in 
Christ Jesus ^k 

Christians, in order to evince the superidrity of 
ih&r principles, and the dignity of their heavenly 
calling, will retii'e from the sinful amusements of 
the world. They will not resort to the Theatre ; 
beeause the scenes which arc acted there have it 
most powerful tendency to efface every serious imr 
pression from the mind, and to induce those habits of 
levity and inconsideration which are incompatible 
with that constant preparation for death, judgment, 
and eternity, in which it is proper for us to live. 

Plays, from the loose materials of which they are 
often constructed, and the manner in which they 
are exhibited to the public eye, are productive of far 
greater mischief to the moral and religious interests 
of men than can ea^ly be conceived* 

The love of frequenting the Theatre has destroyed 
thousands, whose minds have been debauched and 
vitiated by its polluting representations. Hence it 
is obvious, that the profanation of Sacred things, the 

« Eph. V. 5. I ib. 3, 4. 
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blaspliemous appeals to Heaven to attest the most 
palpable falsehoods, the obscenity in the dress, hm- 
guage, actions, and gestures of the actors ; the at- 
tempts which are sometimes made to make the most 
flagitious conduct appear heroic, amiable, and vir- 
tuous, and, at times, to degrade true excellence ; 
prove the Play-house to be a place to which a good 
man cannot conscientiously resort. He will, there- 
fore, studiously shun every temptation '^ to filthinessi 
and foolish talking and jesting, which are not conve- 
nient; but ratheraddicthimself to giving of thanks'." 

The Christian will be equally careful to avoid 
everyplace of public dissipation. He will not ven- 
ture within the fashionable, though destructive, 
precincts of the assembly and the midnight revel. 
The false and dangerous pleasures which these af- 
ford will have no power to allure them that are bent 
on the pursuit of Divine objects. Indeed, the insipid 
amusements and foolish recreations in which world- 
lings delight have nothing to recommend them to 
reflecting minds ; and when we see multitudes ea- 
gerly running after eveiy vanity which their sickly 
imaginations can present before them, how can we 
-have a more convincing proof of their estrangemait 
from God ? Would wise and good beings forsake 
the fountain of true enjoyment, to drink at the foul- 
est streams of sin, if they knew in what their real 
welfare consisted ? Certainly not. As soon would 
they swallow the deadliest poison,as engage in *^the 
pleasures of sin," did they but know their fatal ten- 
dency to alienate their souls from God, to give them 
a total distaste for religion, and to rob them of the 
everlasting happiness of heaven. 

Indeed, there is something peculiarly wrong in the 

' •Eph.v.4. 



8EPARATI0K FROM Tuk WORLD. SIS 

Spirit^ pursuits, pleasures, and general practice of 
the ungodly world, which a good man ' cannot ap* 
' prove of. Add^d to this consideration, the danger 
to be apprehended from an imitation of its manners 
' is so fearfullj great, that he is obliged to treat; it 
with the same cautious suspicion as we are accus- 
tomed to observe towards an avowed enemy. 

5. The most urgent necessity ds^ists for our se- 
p^flitkm from the world, for the following reasons : 
first, because its spirit and fashions and maxims are 
inimical to God, whose government is dishonoured 
by thetn. To apprise us of the hazard we run by 
oOtirting its smile, the apostle James thus addresses 
us :-^*' Know ye not that the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God ? Whosoever therefore will be 
the friend of the world is the enemy of God\" 

Can any reason be stronger than that which this 
faet suggests, for withdrawing from the temptations 
and pleasurable vanities of the world; which, in 
proportion as we are led by them, will defile, and not 
profit, our .mindi$ ; will inflame our passions, and 
not keep them in Christian subjection r 

Can we entertain that in our bosoms, as a friend, 
vrhidi is the declared enemy of God ? Can we de- 
liberately Join his adversaries, and espouse their 
cause against him? This would be an act of the 
blackest ingratitude, in return for his unspeakable 
mer<nfes ; a speoies of the foulest treason and rebel- 
lion against hi^ Divine Majesty. 

Withdraw, then, if you value the favour of Al- 
mighty God, from this accursed thing; lest it 
shouM destroy both soUl and body in helT. 

Secondly : anoth^ argun^ent for separation firom 
the world, and for tbe^xercise of jealousy in all qur 

*Jainesiv.4K - ^Mat ▼i29y90b 
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aiiproaches ta it, is the profession of jreligion which' 
we make. This binds ils, by .the most solemn obli- 
gations, to a holy life. 

As the Nazarites, under the Levitieal eoonmnyf 
were devoted to God by a saered vow, wlucb 
obliged them to conform to the prescribed rules of 
abstinence % and to refrain from the use of every 
thing that could in the least degree contaminate 
their hearts and render them unBt for com^iunion 
withXiod in his ordinances ; so Christians, by.thdr 
baptismal covenant, by the rite of Confirmation, and 
more especially by the dedication of themselves to 
the service of God at the time of their conversion, 
give themselves up to the Lord as his unalienable 
property, to honour, love, and obey Him, so long as 
they continue on earth ; that after the dissolution of 
their bodies, they may enjoy his glorious and beati. 
fying presence for ever in heaven. 

Fearing lest we should forget the dignity of our 
sacred calling, and the obligations which it lays 
us under to righteousness of l]fe> the Apostle thus 
addresses us :: — *^ What ! know ye not that your 
body is the temple of , the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye. have of God, and ye are not your 
own f .' For ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, whkb 
areGod's^" 

. How, then, can we be Christians, if we deseciAte 
our souls by unholy lusts and pleasures ? 
- To those who profess to ioUow Christ, and yet in- 
cautiously mix with worldly and pro£^ne persons, 
and allow themselves to join in schemes of carnal 
merriment, St, Paul proposes these questions, , which 
th^ .should duly and Calmly jr^ect on . — *^ What 

« NwiA(iiri.7l rr22- f 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20. 
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fellowship bafth righteousness with unrighteousness ? 
and what communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with Belial ? or 
what part hath he that b^eveth with an infidel ? 
And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols ? for ye are the temple of the Living God ; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them ; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. Wherefore, come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, and touch not the un- 
clean thing ; and I mil receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord God Almighty''." 

The Jews were compelled, by the law of Moses, 
to use the utmost care, lest they should contract 
any ceremonial defilement. If they unwittingly 
held intercourse with an unclean person, or touched 
a dead body or any other prohibited object, they 
were considered as polluted, and were deemed unfit 
to join in the service of the Lord, until they had 
submitted to the appointed rites of purification ^ 

If God required such external marks of purity 
under a dispensation which was so soon to be 
abolished, can we feel any surprise, if, under the 
Gospel, which more clearly reveals His will, he 
should exact from his spiritual worshippers a separa- 
tion from the world and its unhallowed spirit, and 
the cultivation of those devout affections which 
alone can qualify thepi for the fruition of his eternal 
glory ? 

•2 Con vi. ]4— 18* 'Lev. xi. l—*?. 
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LECTURE LXXXIII. 

UKRESSRVBD BURliENDEll OP ITHE HEART TO GOD. 
Proverbs xxiii. 26, Myson^ give me thine heart, 

Creation, redemption,, and the mercies which his 
providence hourly. showers upon us, give unto God 
t|ie strongest claims imaginable to our especial re- 
gard. The paternal care which he exercised over 
us through the helpless years of infancy^ his unre- 
mitted kindness in supplying our various necessities, 
the manifold deliverances vouchsafed to us ixom dis- 
ease and death, call upon us, in the loudest manner, 
to glorify God, who Las done so miich to prpmote 
our happiness. 

The heart is the seat of religion. When its several 
powers are engaged in the cause of righteousness, 
then we delight in God as our portion ; and the 
Gospel of Christ assumes in the mind a reality and 
importance unknown before, and every thing is 
valued in proportion as it tends to promote the inter- 
ests of true piety in the soul. ^^ With the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness ^ ;" and the effects 
of faith upon it are, that love and obedience to God 
which constitute acceptable religion. 

We cannot,, therefore, fed astonished that God 
should account every thing but the devotion of the 
inmost soyl as comparatively worthless, and of no 
avail in our religious services. To shew that nothing 
less will satisfy him^ he prefers the request to every 
one who wishes to secure his Fatherly regard : *^ My 
Son, give me thine heart*"." With this gift he is 
more pleased than with the most expensive offering. 

* Romans x. la ^ Prov. xxiii. 96. 
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^^ The sacrifices of God are a broken spii*it ; a broken 
ai^d a contrite heart, O God^thou wilt not despise*/* 

1 . The surrender of the heart consists in yielding 
up its feeulties to the service of God. With the 
will and affections* we should choose God as out 
portion, seek delight and satisfaction in his service^ 
and determine in favour of ** the things which are 
excellent/' With the understanding, we should en^ 
deavour to discover his will, and '^ to worship him 
in spirit and in truth ^" The conscience should be 
placed as a sentinel at the door of the soul, to warn 
it against the danger of temptation, and to stimulate 
it to a faithful discharge of its duty ; — in a word, 
with the various energies of the mind we should 
honour God to the full extent of our ability. 

2. When the heart is thus given up and con* 
secrated to the Lord, it most cheerfully renders 
a positive obedience to his will. 

God's positive will must be consulted by those who 
vtish to glorify him. He has strictly charged us to 
observe his ways, and to reverence his Wdrd, 
Sabbaths^ and Ordinances. Accordingly, to pray to 
him, to praise him for his mercy to us, and to 
enthrone him in our affections, to mortify every sin- 
ful desire, to Ktc above the world, and to be daily 
preparing for heaven by the acquisition of spiritual 
graces and tempers, such as faith, hope, humility, 
love, joy, patience, temperance, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, and goodness*^ is the necessary and impor- 
tant work of God's servants on earth. Nor will he 
give this honourable name to any one who does not 
heartily endeavour to comply with every injunction 
of his revealed will. No reservation of the heart 
for worldly vanities — no compromise betwixt its 

•^ Psalm li. 17. * John iv. 9*. * GhI. v. 22. 
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duties on oiie side^ and . its inclinations on th^ 
other — will be permitted by God, whose Sovereign 
will must be the only rule of action ^ 

Equal attention must be paid to those duties 
which require the exercise of self-denial. It is ex- 
pected not only that we should believe, but also be 
willing " to suffer in behalf of Christ,'* if oceasion 
require it*. A readiness to bear reproach and loss 
for Christ, and to yield unfeigned submission to the 
dispensations of Providence, will shine through the 
conduct of those who engage in their hearts to serve 
the Lord. 

3. Let it not be forgotten, that, in order to de- 
monstrate the surrender of the whole man to God, 
the heart must be abstracted from every other ob- 
ject, and set exclusively upon him as its satisfying 
portion. 

First ; the believer, in devoting himself to God, 
a^ows that he does not look for Satisfaction from this 
iWorW, or from any thing which it has to bestow. 
,He does noty therefore, as others do, ardently covet 
earthly good : nor is he disappointed if the mercies 
which he possesses do not yield complete happiness ; 
because he is aware that it is not in the power of 
mere creatures to supply the place of God, who 
alone can sati<«iy the largest wishes of the mind. 
Whilst the Christian values the blessings which God 
confers upon him, and uses them with a thankful 
heart, he dares not love them excessively, as 
worldly men do ; because he is aware that the Scrip- 
ture pronounces such attachment an act of idoTatry, 
by which Jehovah is robbed of his glory, which is 
transferred to perishable objects^. 

' John xiv. 15—25. ' Phil. i. 29. 

*> Isa. xlii. 8. Rom. L 25. 
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Secondly : the soul which is unreservedly givefi 
.up to the Lord seeks its happiness from him alone. 
It views God as the exhaustless fountain of real 
blessedness, who by his wisdom devises, and by his 
omnipotence executes^ the plans which are to impart 
felicity. It seeks, therefore, in communion with 
him, those satisfying enjoynjents which are adapted 
to minister to its spiritual wants. Should it sur- 
prise us, then, if we hear a devout Believer saying, 
" Thou, O God ! art the thing that I long for." 
" The desire of my soul is to Thy name^ and to the 
-remembrance of Thee*." 

If the Lord indulges the heart which is devoted to 

him with manifestations of his favour, the sweetest 

Joy and peace abide therein; but if he hides his 

'face, it is filled with trouble and suspense, an4 

mourns his absence as the greatest calamity^. 

Nor let it be objected that such a surrender of 
. the heart to God is unreasonable. Has not He who 
called us into existence, and sustains us by his daily 
bounties^ an undoubted right to the strongest ex- 
pression of our gratitude in return ?. 

We are ready to do any thing in our power for 
those whom we love and esteem : and shall we think 
it too much to yield up ourselves unto the Lord, 
*' who has bought us with a price," and desires us to 
give him our soub,not to despoil, but to enrich them 
with all the treasures of grace and glory' ? 

To make such an absolute surrender of ourselves 
to the service of Heaven is to evince the truest 
concern for our temporal and eternal welfare. Think, 
for a moment, of the unspeakable glory reserved for 
the righteous, the. exemption froin sorrow^ and the 
possession of inconceivable bliss, which they will 

* Isa.xxvi. 8. '^ Psalm N.l» Uxxviii 1— 17. 

Mlev.ui. 2J,2!. 
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» 

inherit thsough endless ages I If the peace of God, 
which now attends such devotion of the soul to him, 
passeth all understanding, what celestial captures 
will fill the bosoms of his servants, when they stand 
^^ in his presence^ where, there is fulness of joy, and 
at his right hand^ where there are pleasures ever- 
more"! 

Reader, inquire— -Have you made this surrender 
of yourself to God ? Has he the sole possession of 
your heart ? Do your affections go out after him as 
the chief good ? Do you study to render a sincere 
and uniform obedience to all his injunctions^ with- 
out excepting those which oblige you to give up 
your own will and gratification ? 

If this be the state of your soul, as attested by a 
holy Kfe^ ^^Oh^ well is thee^ and happy shalt thou 
beM" 

But if you are still carried away by v^orldly ob- 
jects^ desires^ and pursuits, if you have no wish to 
honour God by a thorough compliance with the de- 
mands of his Gospel, then ^^ your, heart is not right 
with God^ ;" but you act as a rebel against his go- 
vernment, as one who is in league with the devil, 
and as the slave of the most wicked passions. 
** Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves ser- 
vants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey ; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness ^ ?" 

4, The necessity of surrendering our hearts to 
God is obvious. The argument by which St, Paul 
enforces this indispensable duty ought to produce 
a conviction in every one's mind that God is the 
rightful proprietor of our hearts. " I beseech you, 

* Psalm xvi. 1 1 . " ib. cxxviii. 2. 

• Acts viii. 20, 24-. ^ Rom. vi. 16. 
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therefore^ Brethren, by the merd^is of God^ that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acbept- 
able unto God, which 'is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be .ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, thSl ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God^ !" 

Now^ without this dedication of ourselves, and all 
our talents, to the glory of the Most High, our pro- 
fessions of affection to God are vain. Can vou 
have any proper regard for him^ when you withhold 
your heart, and refuse to do him the homage which 
he demands ? Whilst your affections eagerly pursue 
every trifling pleasure and vanity, how can you be 
said to maintain supreme love ifor God ? ^^ No man 
can serve two masters : for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other ; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and Mammon ^" 

Decision is absolutely expedient in this matter, 
because there is no neutrality in religion* *' He 
that is not with me,** says the Great Redeemer of 
Mankind^ ^^ is against me ; and be that gathereth 
not with me, scattereth*." 

God accounts those as his enemies who do not 
delight in him, and act in entire subserviency to 
his will. 

Can you bear, then, to be cast off eternally by 
God^ and to be doomed to unquenchable fire ? Will 
you risk, the felicity of Paradise for the indulgence 
of transitory pleasures, which yields at best^ but a 
delusive satisfaction ? A few years, and all the trifling 
objects which seduce your souls from God will 

"> Rom. zii. 1^3. ' Mat. vi. 2^. ' Luke xi. 23. 
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vanish away ! ''but he that doeth the will of God 
shall abide for ever V! 

You have forsaken your Maker ;— return to him 
without delay, that you may regain his lost' favour. 
. Commence immediately this solemn act of dedi- 
cating yourselves to His service. Time is on the 
wing ; and not many days may dapse before you 
may be connected with the eternal state ! Upon this 
supposition, you have not a moment to lose. 

In the performance of this religious act^ let every 
conscious sinner thus address God in sincerity : — 
' I confess, O.Lonl, that I have causelessly deserted 
Ihee, by going astray like a lost.sheep* . With shame 
I look back on mv past conduct, and deeply regret 
that I have wasted so much invaluable time> in the 
service of Satan. Now enable me, by thy. grace, 
to give up my heart and affections to Thee. Em- 
ploy them in promoting Tby glory, and ia doing 
good to my fellow-creatures. Take, . therefore, w- 
clusive possession of my soul, and bind it to thyself, 
that it may wander no more in the way. of evil. O 
Lord, draw me with the cords of love ; and en- 
courage me to follow thee, and live in obedience to 
thy will, unto the end of my days !' 

God will most certainly assist those who feel de- 
sirous to be set apart to His service. When he 
puts " his Spirit within them''," the work o£ dedi- 
cation becomes ea^y and delightful ; and the sB*eet 
peace wbidi is consequent upon it proves that our 
duty is an unspeakably precious privilege''. 

< I Johiv ii. 15— 1 8, • Ez€f|K. icxKvi. 26—88. * htu xxxB. 1 T» 
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LECTURE LXXXIV. 

ON SALVATION BY CHRIST JESUS, AND A PERSONAL 
• APPLICATION TO HIM FOR THAT PURPOSE'. 

"John vi. 35. ' Jtsus said'unio them, lam the bread of Ufa :*^^ 
that comM to me shaU never hunger ; and he that heUeve^^ 
an. me shall never thirst, 

Salvation is a theme which affords matter of de- 
lightftil contemplation to angefls % who wish to ^- 
plore its astonishing depths, in order that they may 
know more of the " manifold wisdom of God,** a« 
it is graciously displayed in our redemption by his 
Son**. Now, if those holy and dignified Beings^ Who 
hftve no need of a Saviour, feel such a lively interest 
in the subject of man s redemption, and delight to 
** minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation*^,** 
how justly "chargeable with folly" will those persons 
be; who, although personally concerned in the bene- 
fits of Redeeming Love, without which they must 
perish for ever, still refuse to seek them in the ap- 
pointed way! 

But, though the great bulk of mankind thti$ 
despise or neglect the salvation which is in Christ, 
there are some of a more serious and reflective turn, 
who think it worth their while to submit to any 
privations, or to make the most costly sacrifices, to 
obtain its blessings* To understand, then, in what 
Salvfition consists, and bow it is to be secured and 
ei^oyed, is what all vtrho perceive its value and ex- 
cellence will strive after. 

1 • Salvation, in an ordinary sense, implies a state 
of extreme peril, and exposure to death and de- 
struction, from which it rescues the sufferer^**. Now^ 
that all men in a state of unconversion, and before 

^ 1 Pet.i. 12. ••Eph. iii. 9, 10. " Heb. i. H. 

^Exod.xiv. 10—31. 
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they participate in the redemption of Christ, are 
wretched and miserable sinner5> liable to eternal 
deaths may be proved from the words of our Saviour, 
in which he declares the object of his mission into 
the world :' — " The Son of Man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost"*;'* that is, the 
whole *^ worlds which God so loved, as to give for 
it his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life*." — ^Behold here the lost condition of man, the 
unbounded benignity of God, the matchless com- 
passion and dying love of the Lord Jesus ! 

2. Salvation, in a Scriptural sense, as applying to 
a ruined world, expresses a deliverance from all the 
penal consequences to which sin renders men liable ; 
a deliverance from the curse of the broken Law, 
from the wrath of God, and from all the terrors of 
the world to come ; and, at the same time, it im- 
ports the bestowment of " all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus V* In fine, salva- 
tion by the Gospel is a translation from the deat^ 
of sin to a life of righteousness, from guilt to par- 
don and acceptance with God, from the greatest 
misery to the most satisfying bliss in Paradise : it 
is an antidote for the fear of death ; a sovereign 
remedy for every moral disease and evil which the 
apostkcy of Adam has brought upon the world ; so 
that the saved regain every thing which has been 
lost, and are confirmed in the unalienable posses- 
sion of the joys of heaven •*• 

How big with meaning is the word Salvation ! 
Eternity will hardly be suffibient to appreciate the 
blessedness which it affords. It is, then, mostob- 

, *" Luke xix. 10. ' Jobn iii. 16. 

*Epli.i.3, ' *• lPet.i.2i-4€r. 
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vioQsIy a good whiaih every one should strive to ob- 
tain ; because it is so well adapted to our ruined 
condition^ and to answer the highest expectations we 
oan entertain of complete happiness. Make trial of 
the blessings of Christ's salvation ; and ail the wretch- 
edness and sorrow which sin has occasioned wiil^ in 
your case^ be converted into the liveliest and purest 
joy, 

3. The effeets which the grace accompanying sal- 
vation produces^ prove its real importance. A prin- 
<^p]e of spmtual life is imparted to the soul^ by which 
it is sanctified and governed. The hearty divorced 
from the love of the world, and from the gratifica- 
tions of sense^ becomes devoted to the pleasure of 
God. Every thmg is made new by the moral revo- 
lution which is wrought on the mind^ Oisgects 
whieh, in our unregenerate state, were deenied es- 
sential to our happiness^ cease to attract os when 
Tve are made partakers of Christ's salvation ; and 
fresh sources of delight are opened, from which our 
souU derive the most excjuisite satisfaction. 

The change which Divine grace efieets, eVen on 
those who have not been remarkable for a vicious life) 
is cons}Hcuou». It destroys that good opinion which 
they before entertained of their own righteousness, 
vAAtkk is now found to be defective ; and it produces 
a conviction of their own demerits, which compels 
them to buiW on th^ *^ foundation which is laid in 
Zion^/' for justification before God. And, furthef , 
a view of the riches of Hk grace towards theni in 
Christ JesvtSf teads^them to extol the Abearance of 
God in sparing them so long, wbf^t they lived in 
disobedience to hiin ; and excaC^s in (hem a holy re* 
solution, founded on Divine asslMatnce^ to conseonrttt 
the remnant .of their days to the konour of the 

' 2 Cor. v. 17. * lia. xxvi2. 10. 1 Cor. i& 1 1. 
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The akention whieh the saving grace of God 
effects in the whole deportment of persons who have 
been abandoned to a wicked and careless life is still 
more surprising. It is in the conversion of the 
•vilest sinners that the triumphs ' of the cross shine 
forth so gloriously in our eyes* By the salvation 
of Jesus, the slaves of the basest lusts and passioi^ 
are freed from their ignoble fetters^ and are enabled 
to ^' riin the way of God*s comtifandments'' with de- 
light. The intemperate arid the sensual and the 
lewd see the criminality of those guilty pleasures 
which have polluted their souls and bodies ; and, 
forsaking them, are taught ^^ to set their afiections 
on things above," and to pursue those sublimer 
*' joys which are at God's right-hand." The drunk- 
ard becomes sober, rejecting the intoxicating draught 
mth abhorrence, as so much poison that would de- 
stroy him. The niggardly man is made liberal, 
communicating freely of his substance to the neces* 
sitous. And, finally, every class of ungodly persons, 
when made partakers 6f the grace of Christ, are 
prevailed on to abandon the sins to which they have 
been most addicted, and to walk in the. celestial 
path which invites them to real happiness. So that, 
in the transformation of their souls, the pleasing 
scene is fully realized, as described by St. Pbul : — 
^* If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature : 
pld thirds ai'e passed away ; behold, all things aie 
become new* !' How marvellous and delightKil the 
change I > The rebel is turned into a loyal subject. 
The alien, the exile, and - the outcast, become the 
sdns of God, and, as dutiful children, enjoy the 
kind regards of their heavenly Father* They, who 
wcf e once full of .eoinity to God) now lave him fer- 
yesitfy,;and ddi^t in his sernce* They, who before 

. .«2CQr.v.*l7. 
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were the bond-slaves of Sdtan, are oenuerted into 
the wiling servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. They^ 
whose minds were full of darkness^ corruption, and 
prejudice, are now filled with . Ugh t> purity, truth, 
and with holy and generous af&ctions. The tbin^ 
which they formerly loved they now Itate ; and th«ir 
pursuits have taken a new direction. Well may it 
be affirmed of the subjects of such a change, 
" That they are born again, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, n6r of the will of man, but of God *" ;" 
and that they are ^^ created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that 
they should walk in them'." 

4. It is, however, from a view of the advantages 
which flow from the salvation of Christ, that we see 
its suitability to our wants, no less than its real ex*- 
cellency. Its privileges partly respect this life, but 
principally that which is to come. Its present be- 
nefits deserve to be noticed. Every one of those 
happy persons who are interested in the work of rer 
demption, is blessed with the forgiveness of lus sins. 
Chnst has not only delivered his people from the 
guilt and dominion, but also from the ill conse^ 
quences, of transgression. As their substitute, he 
paid the dreadful penalty of their ofiences by ' his 
voluntary submission to death, whereby he hath 
honoured the demands of Divine justice, and fully 
discharged their debts. Hence the Scripture affirms, 
that^through Jesus, is.preaobed unto us the forgive- 
ness of sins;, and, by Him, all that believe are freely 
justified from all thinga> from which they could not 
be justified by the Law of Moses"." ^' Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the.Law, beiiig made 
a curse for us^J* ^* Tbereis; therefore, a^ir no con- 

' Joho i. 12, 13. ^^ Eph. il 10. '^ Acts xiiL 36, 39. ^ Gal. Si. 13. 
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demnatien to them that are in Christ Jesus, who 
.walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit ^" 

Justification unto eternal life is a capital blessing 
of Christ's salvation^ which includes not only a ple- 
nary remission of sin, and the acceptance of the 
penitent as a righteous character in Christ, biit also 
a legal undisputed title to heaven ; which is accom- 
panied with the bestownient of that ^* peace which 
passeth all understanding,'* and those sweet mani- 
fiestatiohs of Divine favour which the Saved enjoy, in 
communion with the '' God of their salvation •* 

Important and delightful as the privil^s are 
which the believer enjoys on earth, yet they yield, 
in degree and perfection, to the future benefits of 
'ffldvation, as much as th^ shadow does to the sub- 
stance, or the sign to the thing signified by it. 

5« In that heaven, for the enjoyments of which 
the salvation of Christ fits his people, there will be a 
^peifection of holiness. The saints are imperfect in 
this life . Tiiey look for the ooiapletion of thegracious 
work begun in their souls, in that place where sin 
'oannot enter. There, salvation, as to the great moral 
and religious change to be accomplished by it, will 
be thoroughly finished. Here there is a mixture of 
evil idth good ; of something that debases the best 
services cl the most upright nien. But there the 
saints will be absolutely fi'ee from all sinful emo- 
tions, and be confirmed in a state of righteousness, 
&om which they will be in noi danger of fedling ^ — 
^' And there shall be no more cufse : but the 'darane 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and his 
servants shall serve him : and they shall see his 
kum ; imd his name shaU be in their foreheads ""Z* 
•in heaven there win be, also,, a perfeetioh of hap* 
- J BoiD« viii. 1 . » Fb. kxxix. 15-^18* • Rev. xxS. 5, 4u 
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plness. In the courts of God below^ the Christian 
sometimes catches a glimpse of heaven ; but how^ 
soon does it recede from his eyes, and leave him to 
mourn for the glorious sight of which he has been so 
suddenly deprived ! A large portion of sorrow is 
mingled with the joy of good men on earth » which 
renders the measure of their happiness scanty and 
imperfect. 

But, when all the ransomed throng are brought 
home to their glorified abodes in heaven, how 
greatly will . their bliss be increased and refined ! 
They will then be continually receiving fresh acces- 
sions of a joy that is celestial, eternal, and satisfying. 
In that blest place^ exempted for ever from sin and 
sorrow, they will receive the full accomplishment of 
those promises which,from the verynature of things, 
could out be partially fulfilled in this vale of tears. 
Tliere, then, all that perfection of knowledge and 
holiness, and that fniition of heavienly pleasures, 
which Believers in the Church militant have so ar- 
dently sought, will be completely attained ; and the 
soul, possessed of the most enlarged capacities, will 
not have to regret the absence of any thing that can 
possibly contribute to its JFelicity*^. 

Blest day I when all the saved shall join in accla- 
mations of praise to their Deliverer, whose smile will 
render them perpetually happy ; and say, ^* Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing ! — for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests ^" 

6. This salvation, so glorious in its effects, so rich 
in its present privileges, and beneficial in its final 
"» 1 Cor. ii. 9. » Rev, v. 9--1 2. 
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consequences^ has been wrought out for us by the 
Son of God, who gives it to whomsoever he will, 
without any reference to their personal guilt or de- 
serts. His voluntary sacrifice of himself has pur- 
chased for us all spiritual blessings. Hence, he is 
said to be ^' exalted with the right-hand of God, to 
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
unto Israel, and forgiveness^ of sins^*' Hence, he 
tenders salvation to every one who discovers liis 
need of it, and wishes to obtain the blessing ; say- 
ing, '^ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth p!" And, to encourage the application 
of penitent sinners, he declares, '^ He that cometh 
to Me shall never hunger ; and he that believeth on 
Me shall never thirst**.'* Yea, *he remonstrates 
with men for rejecting the promised blessings of 
his Gospel, in order that they may gratify their in- 
satiate desires after worldly vanities: — *^ Ho, every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; and he 
that hath no money, eome ye, buy, and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk, mthout money and with- 
out price ! Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread, and your labour for that which 
satisfieth not ? Hearken diligently unto nie, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul de- 
light itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come 
unto me : hear, and your soul shall live ; and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the 
sure mercies of David'." 

7. Now, though salvation is thus freely and gratui- 
tously proposed, and though all must be eternally 
lost and undone unless they accept of it, yet many 
do not see that they have any need of it, and, con- 
sequently, will hot apply to Jesus for its benefits. 

• Acts V. SI. . P Isa. xlv. 22. 

^ John vi. S5. . ' Isa. Iv. 1 —4. 
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But, except the blessings of salvation are received 
and applied by faith, how can they really profit the 
soul ? Can thirst be allayed, and hunger satisfied, 
without meat and drink? Can the weary be re- 
freshed without rest and sleep ? Upon the sanie 
principle, how can the soul, which is dead in tres- 
passes and sins, be ever made alive unto God, un- 
less the Spirit of Truth quickens it for his service ? 
How can " the conscience be purified from dead 
works to serve the living God," unless the blood of 
Christ is sprinkled thereon for the purpose of ena- 
bling it to perform its peculiar office'? How can 
the enmity of our hearts to God be subdued and 
overcome, unless the love of Christ constrains us to 
live agreeably to his righteous will ? How can our 
angry passions be controlled, unless the grace of 
Jesus reigns in our souls, to check their native vio- 
lence ? In fine, by what means is the miild of fallen 
man to be renewed and spiritualized, except "it is 
begotten again urito a lively hope by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesiis Christ from the dead ?" 

Now, if such a change can be expected from a 
mere admission of the Gospel, without an application 
of its truths to the heart and conscience producing a 
canformity thereto, then the profane and impenitent 
and unholy, whilst they continue such, may be saved, 
ais well as the repentant and enlightened believer. 
But we are assured, from the word of God, " that 
except we repent, and be converted by the Spirit of 
Christ, without doubt we shall perish everlastingly ^'* 

8. Tliree things are indispensably necessary, to 
render our application to Christ, for salvation, suc- 
cessful : — 

Penitence.— Our Lord must be sought with tears. 

•Heb.ix. 14. • Luke Jtiii. 1-^5, 



When we look on Him whom we have pierced by 
our sins, we should mourn ^. We should approach 
Jesus with the deepest sorrow for our trangres- 
sionsy which reach unto heaven. Christ loves the 
sighing of the contrite heart, and will save such as 
be of a broken spirit*"/* 

Go, then, penitent sinner ! and weep at the cross; 
and there Jesus will speak peace to your troubled 
soul. He will say, *^ Thy sins, which are many, are 
all forgiven thee */* 

Faiih, which exhibits in a proper light the evil 
and desert of sin, and the sufficiency of the Sa- 
viour's merits to justify the ungodly, and to rescue 
them from eternal death, is requisite to give weight 
to our application. Approach JesUs, then, O con- 
scious sinner ! iii a believing spirit. Possess a tho- 
rough persuasion of hb ability to save thee from 
the curse of the law-^the domination of sin — ^the 
torments of hell. 

Our Saviour requites those who solidt any spi- 
ritual favour, or healing, or cure for their souls, to 
repose unbounded confidence in His power to relieve 
and help them. They who exercise unshaken faith 
in him receive the benefit which they implore ; but 
those who do not believe are sent empty away ". 

Love.-^ We must not come to our Divine Redeemer 
with enmity in our hearts against him or his Gospel ; 
for this would ensure our rejection; No, let us pray 
that our past aversion to Him may be turned into ge- 
nuine affection, which is demonstrated by keeping 
his commandments. Draw nigh, then, to Christ, in 
admiration of the excellencies of his Divine nature, 
and of the great compassion which he manifested 

•» Zebh.xii. 10. "" PMrlm xxxit. 18. 

•Lukevii. 47. **ib.i.53. 
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towards us, ^' when he bowed bis head^ and gave i:^ 
the ghost/* for our salvation. It is not possible to 
shew too much r^ard to him : and those are most 
likely, to attract his favourable notice of their sor-^ 
rows who love him most. To every penitent^ who, 
like Mary^ evinces the strength of his attachment to 
Christ by the fervour of a grateful heart, he will say, 
^^ Thy sins, which are many, are all forgiven : thy 
faith hath saved thee : go in peace ^." 

Q. Once more, then, we entreat you, conscious 
smners 1 approach the Lard of Life and Glory. He 
stands ready to receive and bless you. Come, with 
a firm conviction that you have destroyed yourselves 
by your departure from[^God, and that you have no 
. strength nor resources left by which you can redeem 
yourselves ^^ ! Come I and, in a spirit of renunciation, 
say, ' We will abandon every false confidence, and 
indulge no hope of salvation but in thy perfect righ- 
teousness, O Saviour ! To thee, therefore, we fly ; 
convinced that there is efficacy enough in Thy blood 
to atone for our accumulated sins ; — convinced that 
Thou canst rescue us from the deserved wrath of God 
which now impends over our devoted heads, and re- 
store us to His favour ;**-^onvinced that thou art able 
and willing to deliver us from hell, and exalt us to 
heaven. Convinced that Thou art ever disposed to 
hear the prayers of those who supplicate thy mercy, 
we cast oursehres at thy feet, and cry, ^^ Lord, save 
us, or we perish * V ^^ deliver us from eternal condem- 
nation, and grant us peace !*' ^^ redeem us from all 
iniquilT," and say unto our souls, ^^ I am your salva* 
tion**! ' So will we study to promote Thy glory, by 

y Luke vii. 47 — ^50. ^^ Hos. xiii. 9. 

* Mat. viii. 254 "* Pstf m xxxy. 3. 
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consecrating the rest of our days to thy service, O 
Lord, our Redeemer." 

Whenever we thus renounce ourselves, and every 
plea of self-justification, Christ will vouchsafe to us 
a gracious reception. He will blot out our num- 
berless transgressions, adorn our defiled souls with 
the ^^ garments of salvation, and with the robe of 
righteousness*." He will endue us with every spi- 
ritual grace and virtue^ and make us eminent for 
usefulness ; and at last, when the period of our so- 
journing here is ended, he will admit us into ever- 
lasting mansions, to receive that consummation of 
joy which his merits have procured for us. 

* Isa. Ixi. 10. 
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ENCOURAGEMENTS HELD OUT TO THOSE WHO SINCERELY 
APPLY TO CHRIST FOR SALVATION. 

» 

John vL 37. AU that the Father gweth me shall cwne to me ; 
and him thai cometli to me I will in no wise cast atU. 

Whbk a man is brought, through the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, to discover his lost condition, and the 
suitableness of Christ's salvation to rescue him from 
Divine vengeance, he often feels considerable hesi- 
tation in accepting the blessings so freely tendered 
to him " without money and without price." On 
the one hand, an overwhelming view ot his peculiar 
guilt, and the i^gravations with which it has been 
marked, ^^ takes such hold upon him, that he is not 
able to look: up!," i^iuch less entertain a consoling 
hope of finding mercy from a God whom he has so 
causelessly and ungratefully provoked ; and^ on the 
., . »Psalinxl. 12. 
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Other, when he contemplates the stupendous love of 
God in our redemption by Christy and surveys the 
dimensions of this ocean of grace, he is lost in won- 
der and amazement. But, whilst he silently adores its 
Author, he tremblingly inquires, * Can such mercy 
be extended to me ? Can I, a hell-deserving rebel, 
expect pardon of my offences at the hand of God, 
/rom whom I have deeply revolted, or salvation 
from Christ, whom.my sins have crucified ? Is not 
such mercy too big for one so vile and worthless ? 
I dare not receive these glad tidings, nor suppose 
they were intended for me !' With suggestions like 
these, Satan endeavours to hold in captivity those 
penitent sinners who desire to abjure his authority^ 
and to live henceforth in dutiful subjection to God. 

The Ministers of the everlasting Gospel have re* 
ceived a Divine commission to silence such unbe- 
lieving objections — to obviate the scruples, and to 
answer the most anxious inquiries, of contrite souls 
who sigh for peace. They are instructed to declare 
" that there is a rich, full, free, and everlasting 
forgiveness with God, that he may be feared ;" and 
they are directed to invite and beseech the weary 
and heavy laden to " hope in the Lord ; for with the 
Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous re* 
demption **•" By virtue of this undoubted authority, 
we proclaim, in the ears of the convinced sinner, ^* Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

^ Paidai cxxx. 4^7. 
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ways^ and my thoughts than your thoughts ''J" Agree- 
ably to the tenor of this-proelaniation, and the whole 
current of Scripture, we are authorised to assure the 
vilest and unworthiestofmen, that^ if they repent^ 
ueither the number nor the malignity of their sics 
shall deprive them of pardoiu Did not Jesus save 
some of those Jerusalem sinners who bathed their 
hands in his blood ? Did he not also make Paul of 
Tarsus, and others, monuments of his forgivn^ 
love ; to encourage even the chief of ti^ansgressors, 
who should hereafter believe on him to hfe ever- 
lasting, to confide in his mercy ^ ? 

What, then, O penitent sinner I though your tres- 
passes against Heaven be as numerous as the stars 
in the firmament, or as countless as the drops of water 
in the mighty ocean ;•— <-what^ though the aggj'avated 
guilt of your offences should rise like fKninted moun- 
tains to the skies, and cry for vengeance ; — do you 
not hear the consoling voice of God, bidding yeu to 
cast away your desponding fears, as being no less dis- 
honourable to the plenitude of His gr^ce? than inju- 
rious to your own peace and comfort! — ^'Conaenow, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord : Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool */' Yes, when your sins, however black 
their comple^on, or deep their dye, are washed in 
the cleansing fountain of Christ's blood ^, they will 
instan^ lose their defilement ; and your sonl, once 
covered wi%h impurity, w^ be filled with ligbteous- 
ness and peace. Can you doubt this assurance ? 
Then seek the rimioval of your unbelief, by deriving 
encouragement from the following •considerations, 

^ Isa; Iv. Y— 10. n thri. i: 11— 17. 

"" Isa. i. 1 8. ^ 4Secli« xui« 1 . John xix. 94. . 
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which are adapted to dissipate your fears^ and in- 
spire you with the liveKest hope. 

1. Meditate awhile on the character and offices of 
Christ. Think of his benevolence to men, in freely 
undertaking to redeem them from hell, when no one 
else in heaven or earth could have delivered them 
from its dreadful torments. Think of his love to a 
guilty world, in leaving the abodes of perfect felicity, 
where he was caressed by his Father and adored by 
the holy angels, to become incarnate, that by his 
doctrine and example he might instruct, and by his 
obedience and death he niight save it. Recollect 
the insults and reproaches and injurious treatment 
he received both from Jews and Gentiles. Call to 
mind the privations and sufferings to which he 
cheetfuUy submitted for our salvation. Reflect on 
his self-denial, hunger, thirst, fastings, and watch- 
ings. Think of his unwearied labours in the cause 
of righteousness ; and, laying these facts together, 
do they not loudly proclaim the Saviour's love to 
men, and verify the words of Scripture, ^* Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye, 
through his poverty, might be rich'?" 

The ofEces which Jesus sustains for the salvation 
of his people may well cheer the drooping hearts of 
the contrite. 

View him in his -Priestly character. It was the 
province of the High Priests to offer the gifts and 
sacrifices of the people, to pray for and bless them 
in the name of the Lord. But Jesus, in his Sacer- 
dotal capacity, has done infinitely more. To save 
those who put their trust in him, he shed his own 
most precious blood, which was accesjpted of God as 

» 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
vol. II. Q 
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the price of their eternal redemption from sin and 
suffering^. And^ in order to give full efficacy to his 
oblation, ^^ he is gone into heaven, nov^ to appear in 
the presence of God for us'." " Behold, then, the 
Lamb of God who taketh aivay the sin of the world !' 
He is at the right-hand of the Father, pleading his 
merits in behalf of every repentant sinner, and pro- 
curing for him, by his powerful intercession, pardon 
and endless life. ■ 

Regard him in his Prophetic character. He is 
possessed of infinite wisdom, to instruct his people 
in all the deep things of God. He, being ia the 
bosom of the Father, declares his counsels^ and 
makes his will known to men": — *^ Art thou sen- 
sible, O inquiring soul ! of thy ignorance with re- 
spect to heavenly things? Then know, for thy 
comfort, that all the knowledge which is necessary 
for thy peace and establishment may be obtained 
from Christ, who teacheth to profit ''. ' 

Consider his Kingly office. This he ^ustaiQs for 
the good of his Church. Jesus, as King of Zioi^, 
rules in righteousness and mercy. It is true, ^^ he 
^will break the rebellious and unrelenting offender 
with a rod of iron, and dash him in pieces like a 
potter's vessel^ ;" but he will shew the utmost com- 
passion to the penitent ; " he will not break the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax" ;" he 
will not scatter and destroy, but ^^ feed his ilock like 
a shepherd ; he will gather the lambs with his ann» 
and cany them in his bosoiti, and gently lead those 
that are with young"." 

2. :His behaviour towards those who sought his 

»' Heb. ix. 12. * ib . ix. 24. " John i. 18. 

^ Isa. xlviii. 17. * Psalm ii. 9. " Isa. xlii. 3. 

"Isa.xl. 10—12, 
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wd when on earth affordd a full warrant to encou* 
rage the application of sinners who call upon hid 
name. No sooner did the tale of sorrow reach his 
ear^ than his benfevolent soul was moved with com* 
passibn^ and his hanii was stretched out for the re* 
lief of the sufferer. Thus he gave sight to the 
blind^ unstopped the ears of the deaf, loosed the 
tongues of the dumb^ caused the stammerer to speak 
plsdnly, made the lame to walk^ healed the sick^ de- 
livered those who were possessed of devils^ and 
raised the dead to life again. 

Nor was any application^ when properly made^ 
ever rejected ; nor any blessing denied to the hum- 
ble and patient suppliant ;— as the relief granted 
and the cures performed by Christ amply testify"". 

Christ is the Sovereign Physician of the soul ; 
and He is still as much disposed to heal its dis- 
orders^ as he was, in the days of his fleshy to cure 
men of their bodily maladies. Indeed^ ^^ He hath 
ascended on high, and led captive the powers of 
darkness, and received gifts for the rebellious^ that 
the Lord God might dwell among them''." '^ Him 
hath God exalted with his right-hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour^ for to rive repentance to Israel^ and 
foipveness of sins p.' Now that Christ is tri- 
umphing in his kingdom of glory^ he has largesses to 
bestow^ and blessings to confer^ not only on his 
friends^ but even upon the stoutest of his enemies 
also, if they will but relent, and desist from their 
opposition to his righteous government. The 
blessings of his salvation shall be withheld from 
none but those who obstinately reject them^ through 

"■Mat. XV. 22—31. Marky. 1— 20. ib.25— 34. ib.35— 43. 
Mark X. 46— 52. ib. iii. I— 6. ib.ii.3— 13. John xi. 1—47. 
Johniv.46— 54. ib.yi.l— 15. °Ps.lxviii.l8. 'Actsv.31. 

Q 2 
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an infatuated love of iniquity ; whom he will finallj 
thus address :— ^" Behold, ye despisers! and wonder, 
and perish *•/' 

But upon every man, however enormous his past 
transgressions may have been, Who is humbled before 
him, and solicits his favour, he will pour out^ yea, 
lavish, the benedictions of his grace. There is'no be- 
nefit, which he shed his blood to purchase, that be 
will refuse to those who sincerely seekhim. He wiB 
grant pardon for all their offences ; he will vest them 
with his robe of righteousness, in which they shall 
appear cpmplete before God ; he will assure them 
of their adoption into the family of heaven, and their 
special interest in his redemption. The grace of 
Jesus'*^ will be vouchsafed, to enable them to over- 
come temptation, and to make a pleasing progress in 
knowledge and goodness. From the suggestions of 
•His Spirit they shall derive comfort in affliction^ and 
by His all powerful aid be emboldened and animated 
to press forward, amidst every difficulty and peril, 
till they arrive at heaven, to enjoy a state of indescri- 
bable happiness, secure and permanent as the eternal 
existenqe and power of God can render it. 

From this view of our Lord's conduct towards 
those who seek his salvation, you, O contrite souls! 
may derive abundant encouragement. If he declares 
that he will reject none who approach him in faith, 
what ground have you for supposing that he will not 
listen lyith an attentive ear to your sorrows, relieve 
your distress, and give you „^he peace which passeth 
all understanding?'* Make but trial of his love; 
^nd an experience of his readiness to save will force 
you to acknowledge, "Thou, Lord, hast n^ver failed 
them that seek thee'." 

^ Acts xiii. 4;1. f** 2 Cqr. xii. 9, ' Vs^m bi. 10, 
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3. Afresh source of encouragement is opened from 
the promises made by Christ to the penitent. To re* 
move any doubts which our unbelief may excite, 
Christ grants us the strongest assurances of his 
willingness to save. ^^ Come unto me, all ye that* 
labour and are heavy laden ! and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me : for I sim 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls *." To embolden the most desperate sin- 
ners to approach him with confidence^ he avows ; 
*^ Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast 
out^:" and, as if he felt anxious that they-should 
comply with his invitation, he affirms, '^ The Spirit 
and the Bride say, Come ! And let him that heareth, 
say,Come. And let him that is athirst come : and who- 
-soever will, let him take the water of life freely"." 

4. Myriads in heaven are now realizing the truth 
t)f Christ's promises, to the fulfilment of which they 
as9ribe their unchanging and perfect bliss. Once 
they were sinners, like ourselves ; but they repented, 
and believed the Gospel, and are now, in conse- 
quence thereof, reaping the blessed fruits of their 
Saviour's death. " These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. There- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve him 
day and night in his temple : and He that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hun- 
ger no more, neither thirst any more ; neither shall 
the sun light on them,nior any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters : 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes'""." 

• Mat. xi. 28— so. * John vi. 37. 

• Rev. xxii. 17. " ib. yii. 14— -17. 
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5. Multitudes in the Church militant can aba 
bear testimony to the faithfulness of Christ in fuV^ 
filling his promises to the penitent. Millions can 
affirm that they never implored His grace in vain. 
The moment they first applied to him^ he heard their 
cry, and granted them relief: and from that time to 
the present hour, he has prevented them with 1iis 
goodness ; yea, he has even anticipated their msbeS) 
by comforting them in their tribulations^ extricating 
them from difficulties and dangers^ delivering them 
from the temptations of Satan, counselling them ift 
perplexing circumstances, instructing them in the 
knowlec^e of lus religion, and animating them witb 
his promised assistance in every trial and emer^ 
gency. Thus they have been enabled to continue 
stedfast to this day ; and now they go forth oonti'»- 
nually in the strength of their Saviour, ^' conquering 
and to conquer;" and, after they have finished their 
course, they shall ascend to his glorious kingdom^ 
where they will experience, through endless ages, 
fresh proofs of his unchangeable love. 

6. Come, then, O dbconsolate, oppressed soul I 
and roll thy burthen of guilt and fear and sorrow 
upon thy redeeming Lord ; for he careth for thee'. 
Are all the countless instahces of his compassion to 
repentant sinners in heaven and earth to be of no 
avail, in scattering your doubts, and urging you to 
make trial of his goodness } Will you be held ^ny 
longer in captivity by the Law, or ,in bondage by 
Satan, when Christ offers, yaa, invites your accept- 
ance of, the sweetest, the most delightful freedom' ? 
Shall doubt and unbelief, then, deprive you for 
another hour of the benefits of Christ's salvation ?• Is 
it not desirable to be absolved from all your ofiences, 

« Psalm Iv. 22. » John viii. 36. Rom. viii. 21 . 
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to be justified and accepted of God, to possess an 
undisputed title to heaven, and ^^ th» peace which 
passeth all understanding/' as an undoubted assur- 
ance of the Divine favour ? 

These blessings you mayjhave, the moment you' 
make application to Christ for them. 

1 You will not, therefore, by any further distrust, 

^ dishonour the faithfulness of Jesus, your only Sa-. 

^ viour, who longs for your deliverance. Can you 
doubt this ? Then, finally, see what he has done to 
convince you of his desire to save you. Did he not 
submit to shame, and reproach, ^nd the most 
dishonourable and cruel death, to redeem you ? Did 

, he not susUun the whole weight of his Father's in- 
dignation, that you might escape it ? ^ And would he 
have endured all this so freely, if he did not mean 
to extend mercy to you and every humble sup- 
plicant ? 

Once more ; we entreat you to dismiss your fears^ 
and honour both the ability and the willingness of 
Christ to bless you. His benevolence, his volun-^ 
tary mediation, his offices, his unceasing kindness 
to his Church, his invitations to sinners, all concur 
to reprove your hesitation, and to excite you to re- 
pose an unbounded confidence in His readiness to 
help you. 

Come, then, and adventure into the presence of 
Christ, the King of Zion! and say, ^^ If I perish, I 
perish ' ;** but it shall be by trusting in his promise to 
save sinners: — and thtn he will hold out the sceptre 
of his grace, that you may touch it, and live for 
ever*: yea, he will assure you of his royal favour, 
and cause you to rejoice in his salvation evermore. 
*^ And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be 

" Esther iv. 16. •ib.v.l— S. 
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gncioiis unto you ; and therefore will he be exalted^ 
that he may li^ve mercy upon you: for the Lord is. 
a God of judgment : blessed are all they that wait 
for him. He will be very gracious unto thee at the 
voice of thy cry : when he shall hear it, he will 
answer thee**/' 

^ Isaiah xxx. 18, 19. 
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ON WALKING AND MAINTAINING COMMUNION WFTH GOD. 

Gen. T. 24. And Enoch walked tmth God : and he zoos noi, 

f&r God took him. 

Where a disposition e^ts to accept the salvation, 
of Christy and to conform to the Divine will, we 
cannot but entertain the most favourable opinion^ 
as it respects the present state and the future pro- 
i^ects of him in whom it is found : his spirit and 
conversation prove that a Divine principle is at; 
work within his soul^ which^ if cheriished by suitable 
means, will lead to the most happy consequences. 
Scripture teaches us to indulge a confident hope, 
*^ that He who hath begun a good work in the heart 
of a believer will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ*." Indeed, we inay reasonably indulge this 
expectation, because " the gifts and calling of Gpd 
are without repentance *"." For since " the mercy 
of the Lord endureth for ever, he will perfect that 
which concerneth his people, and not forsake. the^ 
work of his own hands \" 

The work of grace, even in its most incipient 
state, is Divine. It is the germ or seed of a heavenly 
life begun in the soul, which, like an incorruptible 

* Phil. i. 6. ^ Rom. xi. 29. * Psalm cxxxvlii. 8. 
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fmnciple^ liv^th and abideth for ever**. The in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghost on the mhid are Hkened 
to " a well of water springing up unto everlasting 
life'.'' 

Reader^ are you able to trace the commencement 
of so happy a work on your own mind ? If you 
feel any good emotions or holy desires arising 
within you, attribute them not to nature, but to 
Divine Grace, which alone maketh you to differ, 
both from your former self, and from the wicked 
world around you. " What hast thou, in this re- 
spect, that thou didst not receive^?" Is your heart 
sloftened and humbled for your past unworthiness, 
and made willing to confide in the atonement of 
Christ for salvation ? is your mind renewed ? are 
your *^ affections set on things above ?" and do you 
feel ardently desirous to glorify the Lord, who hath 
redeemed you ? Then give God all the praise ; for 
He has performed a Divine work on your heart, 
which hone but an Omnipotent Agent could effect. 
And you have abundant reason to rejoice, for grace 
in the soul is glory begun ; and, if improved by a 
religious life, it will most certainly conduct its pos- 
sessors to everlasting bliss ^ 

1. With respect to every difficulty and trial which 
the Christian life, on which you have entered, will 
present, you may take up the challerlge of the Pro- 
phet, and say, " Who art thou, O great mountain ? 
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain : and 
be shall bring forth the head-stone thereof with 
shoutings, crying., Grace, grace unto it**!" 

Does Satan attack you with his fiery darts, and 
with his lying and wicked suggestions r Think it 

* 1 Pet. i. 23. • John iv. 14. '1 Cor. iv. 7. 

^Rev. iii. 21. / ^Zech.iv.7. 
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not strange if he should thus harass youwitfa 
temptations, as long as you live in tliis state of 
probation. Be not afraid, however, of his. malig- 
nant hatred, nor of the cunning which he may em^ 
ploy in his assaults against you ; lor it is promised, 
that God shall "bruise him shortly under your 
feet *•" 

Does the world oppose and deride you ? " Marvel 
not at this ^" It treated your Divine Master so 
beforeyou^ ; and He encourages you to perseverance 
in such conflicts, by the victory which he has ob** 
tsdned over it, and by the promise of Divine help, 
through which you also will be enabled to (H)nquer 
it : — " In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world*/* ^^No 
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper ; 
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in 
judgment, thou shalt condemn. This is the heri- 
tage of the servants of the Lord"." . 
. Do the remains of corrupt nature rebel against ttie 
right ways of the Lord ? By the assistance of the 
Sacred Spirit, which will be vouchsafed unto you, 
your depraved appetites will be checked, and kept 
in due subjection''; so that ^^sin shall not have do-t 
minion over you^; but you shall *^have your firuit 
unto hohness, and the end everlasting life''." 

The promises which are scattered throughout 
the Sacred Pages are all adapted to comfort . and 
establish you. 

Are! you terrified at a view of your spiritual foes, 
lest they should destroy you ? The Word of God 
ensures your protection : — " Fear not ; I am thy 

i Rom. xvi. 20. * 1 Jolin iii. IS. * John xv. 18—22. 

"John xvi, 83. ■ IsaJiv. 17. ® Rom. viii. 13— H. 

p Rom. vi. 14". ' ih. vi. 22. 
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shield, and thy exceeding great reward '•" Do your 
spirits sink beneath the weight of your afflictions ? 
llie word of the Lord has provided a cordial to 
sustain them : — " Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
^and I will hear thee ; and thou shalt glorify me'." 

Do you require Almighty aid to rescue you from 
imminent danger } Scripture assures you that God 
is.at hand to succour and deliver you : — *^ Fear thoU 
aot ; for I am with thee : be not dismayed ; for I 
am thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will 
help thee ; yea, I mil uphold thee with the right- 
hand of my righteousness*/' " When thou passest 
through the viirt;ers, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee : 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt 
not be burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
theeV 

Are you desirous to make progress in the road 
to heaven ? You are encouraged to expect constant 
supplies of grace to carry you forward in the way 
that leadeth to life, so long as you are diligent in the 
use of appointed means : — " They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their spiritual strength ; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and 
not be weary ; and they shall walk, <ind not faint ''/* 
^' Blessed are they who do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness : for they shall be filled ^." Are you 
afraid of poverty and want? God engages that 
" bread shall be given you, and your water shall be 
sure'." Do you sometimes fear, lest you should not 
endure unto the end, '^ but make shipwreck of the 
faithy and of a good conscience'?" So long as you 

' Gen. XV. 1 . • Psalm 1. 15. & xci. 14— 16. 

/ Isa. xli. lO— IS. " ib. xliii. 2—4. » ib. xl. 28—31. 
» Mat, V. 6. ■ Isa. xxxiii. 16. • I Tim. i. 19. 
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cleave sted&stly to God^ he"", has promised that 
*' he will never leave nor forsake you V^ hut " de- 
liver you from every evil work, and^ preserve you 
uQto his heavenly kingdom %" 

To give stability to the everlasting covenant of his 
mercy^ which is ^^ ordered in all things, and sure"^/' 
God has ratified it by the sanction of an oath :— 
^^ Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew 
unto the heirs of promise the immut£^ility of his 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath, That by two im-r 
mutable things, in which it was impossible for Grod 
to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
US : which hope we have as an anchor of the soul^ 
both sure and stedfast%" 

His veracity, without these solemn assurances-, 
ought to be sufficient to remove every unbelieving 
fear ; but, since he deigns to satisfy our scruples, 
let us honour his faithfulness by an unshaken affi* 
ance in his promises, which shall be accomplished 
in due season. 

But let not ^^ the heirs of promise '" forget that 
the vows of God are upon them, and that the cove- 
nant which they have entered into with him laya 
them under a perpetual obligation to walk with him 
^' in newness of life^/' In order to discharge this 
duty aright,. God requires them to be sinc^ely re* 
ligious, and eminent for their attainments in boli-- 
ness* 

2. We must live by faith* True faith impresses the 
heart with an abiding sense of ^e Lord's greatnesst 
goodness, and condnual presence. Thus it opens an 
iutercourse between God and the soul, and produces 

•' Heb. xiii. S. * 2 Tim. iv. 18 * 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

•Heb.W..17— 20. 'ib. 17. . «Kom*vi.4. 
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a pVevBiling desire to pliease Him; Under' the in- 
fluence of this principle^ Enoch was led to a holjr 
conduct : "he -walked with God," and, as a gracious 
recompence for his piety, he " was translated, that he 
should not see dfeath\" ! 

Let us seek to " be rooted and established in the 
feith of Christ ;" and let us not only assent to the ge* 
neral truths of religion, but, especially, " lay hold 
on the hope set before us" in our Lord Jesus Christ* 

If we would maintain a becoming zeal for God, 
and be conspicuous for righteousness of Hfe, we 
must pray for an "increase of faith," that, living 
and acting under its influence, we may be constantly 
excited to every holy and laudable act. Through its 
influence, the saints of old honoured the Lord, and 
" shone as lights in a dark age*." And, by the 
same means, we may "overcome the world ^^' and 
secure the possTession of heaven ; for we " are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in* the last time^" 

3. Walking with God implies that we should be 
studious to please him. Impressed with a sense of 
our obligations for " the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness tc/tvards us in Christ Jesus ""Z' 
we should desire only to approve ourselves unto 
God, regarding his command, and not our own 
will and caprice, as the rule of our behaviour. > 

Whatever we learn from the Word of Truth to be 
offensive to God, we ought to renounce and shun* 
with the utmost care, though it may be admired by 
the multitude, and even amuse us with the hope of 
gaining some short-lived advantage ; for what God 
prohibits, on pain of his displeasure, can never be 

■» Heb. xi. 5. * ib. xi. 1—40. * 1 John v. 4, 5, 

; 1 PeuL 5. » Eph. ii. 4—10. 
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profitable to us, notwithstanding it may exhibit ft 
specious appearance of good. 

Have we, then, previous to our conversion, been 
notorious for the immorality of our lives ? Now, 
that we have dedicated oursdves to the Lord, it is 
especially incumbent oti us to be circumspect in all 
things, because the eye of God, of angels, and of 
the world, is upon us. We must ^^ not regard ini- 
quity in our hearts," lest he should cast us off in 
bis indignation ; ^^ but mortify our members^ by 
putting away fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry ; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 
filthy communication out of our mouth ; for which 
things* sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience °.'* 

And whatever we are assured from Scripture is 
the will of God concerning us, that we should 
studiously pursue ; because, whilst it is pleasing to 
him, it will also conduce to our spiritual benefit. 
The more we grow in grace, and heavenly dispo- 
sitions, the nearer we approach unto God, and 
resemble him in his moral excellencies. Where-* 
fore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, " be ye 
renewed in the spirit of your mind ; and, putting 
on the new man, which, after God, is created in right- 
eousness and true holiness %'* '^ give all diligence to 
add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ; 
and to knowledge temperance ; and to temperance 
patience ; and to patience godliness ; and to god-* 
liness brotherly-kindness; and to brotherly-kind- 
ness charity. For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

; Col. iii. 5— IS. • Eph. iv. 23, 24, 
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Jesus Christ^" Thus, at the same time that joa 
please God, you will ^^ make your calling and 
election sure ; and mo an entrance shall be mini- 
stered unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ^' 

4. We ought to live as always in His presence, if 
we would walk with the Lord unto all well-pleasing. 
Faith enables the soul ^' to endure, as seeing God, 
who is invisible "> ;' and prompts us to act under the 
impression that his eye is upon us, and that he 
beholds every thing we do^ Such an habitual 
regard to God would have the happiest effect on our 
whole deportment. ^^ It was the advice of a 
Heathen, as the strongest inducement to a steady 
perseverance in virtue, always to imcgine some good 
man present; buti to be constantly mindful that 
€rods eye is upon us, must surely make a deeper 
impression on our hearts, produce in our most se-* 
oret retirements a salutary fear of offending him, 
and in the most effectual manner disperse all vile 
thoughts and imaginations. This consideration, 
also, would animate us to an unremitting zeal and 
activity in our public conduct, preserve us from 
making any base compliances with sinners, and 
render us useful in every relation of life." 

5. We must maintain communion With God.' 
Our aim should be to live in a state of friendship 
with God, conciliating his affections towai'ds us by 
an undeviating attention to all things whatsoever 
he enjoins us. 

We%should make Jehovah the supreme object of 
our delight, and seek our happiness from Him alone, 

p 2 Pet. 1.5— 12. •»Heb.xi.27. 

' Fsalmxzxxix. 1-^15. Sc Heb. iv. 13. 



as the source from whence all those blessings flow 
which we' need for time and eternity. 

The manifestations of God's fevour can only be 
expected in the conscientious discharge of our duty. 
In this way we shall enjoy intercourse with God^ 
until the Spiritual life which he has commenced 
in us shall be perfected in future glory'. 

The Lord our God will manifest his approbation 
of such conduct, and grant his faithful servants 
special tokens of his Royal regard. 

6. He will be a God and Father unto them. He 
now condescends to call those who honour him by 
the endearing name of Children ; and, as a proof of 
their relation to him, he sends into thdir hearts 
^ the Spirit of . adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, 
Father." Hence, " the Spirit itself beareth witness 
with their spirit, that they are ' the Children of 
God*." 

In consequence of tliis near conneuon, the Lord 
shews every mark o( paternal kindness to his spiri- 
tual sons. He allows them to ask for those things 
which will conduce to his glory, and promote their 
welfare, with a confident expectation that they shall 
obtain them". 

Nor is there any " good thing that the Lord with-, 
holds from them that walk uprightly*." He supplies 
their various bodily wants in that measure which he 
deems most advantageous for them, assist^ them in 
all their difficulties, extricates them from danger, 
comforts them in the day of trouble, and preserves 
them from being overcome by temptation; in aword, 
he' guides them, as long as they sojourn on earth, by^ 

• 2 Cor. iii. 18. « Rom. viiL 14—18. & Gal. iv. 5—8. 

• I John V. U^ie. « Psalm Ixxxi?, 11. 
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hb counsel; and afterwards receives them to glory ^. 
Well might the sons of God exclaim with David, on 
a view of what he is^ and promises to be^ unto them, 
*^ Whom have we in heaven but thee ? and there is 
none, upon earth that we desire in comparison of 
thee. Our flesh and heart faileth; but God is the 
strength of our hearty and our portion for ever'." 

7. He will allow them the privilege of approach 
to and communion with, himself. Enoch and 
Abraham and Moses were permitted to hold con- 
verse with God. To him they had access with holy 
confidence. They enjoyed, without doubt> whilst on 
earth, tlie sweetest tokens of his favour* 

These distinguishing privileges were not confined 
to ancient times, but are promised to all believers in 
every age. ^^ For thus saith the High and Lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him alsothat: 
is of a contrite and humble spirit''." '^ If, then, we 
walk in Jtbe lights" we shall be allowed " to have fel- 
lowship with the Father, and twith his Son Jesus' 
Christ^;" God will indulge us with a free and unre* 
strained access to himself; he will permit us to 
come into, his presence, with a certainty of obtain- 
ing a gracious reception for our persons ; yea, he 
will listen to our complaints, assuage our sorrows 
when they are made known to him, and gratify 
every reasonable wish we express *"• 

We may ask for his guidance in our difficulties, 
with a hope that, through his Word and Spirit, he 
will vouchsafe *' the wisdom which is profitable to 
direct us." Indeed, there is no spiritual blessing, 
that is necessary for their comfort and establishment 

^ P8.1xxiii. 24. • ib. 25—27. • Isa. Ivii. 15. 

* 1 John i. 3. ' John xvi. 28—28. 
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in the Divine life, which he will not commumcate 
to his sons. '' Blessed is the people that know the 
joyful sound : they shall walk, O Lord, in the light 
of thy countenance. In thy name shall tfaey re- 
joice all the day : and in thy righteousness shall 
they be exalted"*." 

8* Finally, God assures his obedient people, that 
his affection for them is unalterable^ and that they 
shall inherit his kingdom for ever. 

The Lord, having given * his beloved Son to re- 
deem them for a purchased possession to himself, 
has resolved that ''all things, even the most ad" 
verse, shall work together for their good ;" that no- 
thing shall prevent the accomplishment of his pur- 
poses concerning them ; and that '' neither tribu- 
lation nor distress, nor persecution nor famine, nor 
nakedness nor peril* nor sword nor death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, northings 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
them from the lov« of God, wh^ch is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord*." ''Happy is the people that is 
in such a case : yea, happy is the people whose 
God is the Lord^" 

* Ps. Ixxxix. 15, 16. * Rom. viii. 28—39. • Ps. cxliY. 15. 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



Smith, Mr.» Thornton Steward 
Smith, Miss, Highworth 
Soathall, Mn^ Worcester 
Spencer, P.^ esq., London 
Spicer, Miss, London 
Spurr^/H.9 esq., Gainshorough 
Stark, rev. Mr. De, Purton 
Stead, Miss, Kochdale 
Stephenson,Mr. BridlingtonQuay 
Storey Mr., Arrowsmith 
Stowell, rev. H., Isle of Man 
Straghan, rev. W.G., Stanwick 
Straghan, Mrs., Stanwick 
Sutton, Mr. Charles, Faringdon 

Taylor, R., esq., near Sleaford 
Taylor, Mr. D., Bridlington 
Taylor, Mrs., Bridlington 
Taylor, Miss A., Rochdale 
Taylor, Mrs., Heaton Norris i 
Teal, Mr., Clayworth 
Thompson, Mrs., BridUngton 
Thombury, Mr. T., Thornton 

Steward 
Thorp, C, esq., Kirton 
Thorpe, A., esq., York 
Tidd, J., esq., Gainsborough 
Tindall, rev. T. G., Holton 
Todd, Mr. W., Brickeuborough 
Tombs, Miss, Abingdon 
Tomkins, J., esq. Abingdon, 
Tomkins. Miss, Abingdon 
Tomlerie, Mr. O., Thornton 

Steward 
Tomline, Mrs., Tliomton Steward 
Tooley, Mrs., Little Coxwell 
Torr, T., esq., Gainsborough, S 

copies 
Torr, W., esq., Riby 
Torr, J., esq., Riby. 
Torr, Mr. J., Hull 
Torr, Miss, Hull 

Towne, Mr., Gainsborough o_, — — , 

Towncnd, W., esq., Manchester! Young, rev. G., Whitby. 



Townend, T. esq., Manchester, 
Townsend, Mrs., Faringdon 
TugweU, Mrs., Wooley House 
Underhay, Mr. W., Exeter 
Valentme, Mr. R., London 
VoOe, Mr. T., Rugby 
V. T., Faringdon 

Wade, Mrs., Bridlington 
Ward, J., esq., Bridlington 
Wardle, Miss, Wobum 
Warren, rev. Z. S., Oakham 
Warren, Miss, Little Coxwell 
Waterhouse, Mrs. A., Owston 
Waters, Mr., Bridlington Quay 
Watkm8on,Mr. W.,Huddersfield 
WaveU, Mrs., Bath, 3 copies 
Webster, Miss, Brailsford 
West, Mrs., Hemswell 
Westoby, rev. A., Emberton 
Wheeler, Mr. G., Buckland 
Whitaker, Miss, Raunds ' 
White, Mr. R., Little Coxwell 
White, Mr. W., Burton 
White, Mr. T., Clanfield 
White, Mi-., Little Coxwell 
Wicks, Mrs., Faringdon 
Wiggelsworth, Miss, Gainsbo- 
rough 
Wilkins, Mrs., Cirencester 
Willis, Mr. R., Whitby 
Willis, Mrs. M., Whitby 
Wilson, Rev* R. O., Camden 
Windows, Mrs., Faringdon 
Winn, Mr. C, Thornton 
Winterbottom, Mr. W., Hud- 

dersfield 
Woodhouse, G., esq., Owston 

Place 
Woodhouse, Mrs., Owston Place 
Woodrooff, rev. Mr., Somerford 

Yerbergh, rev. R., Sleaford 



CORRIGENDA, VOL. II. 

P. 2t. 1. 13. read int6rinio. 

33. 1. S9* deUtopo$tess ihit happiness, 

26. 1. 14. read its for it. 

39. 1. t. read sineei^esi. 
* 50. 1. 18. read does visU for visit. 

54. 1. 34. read all thmffs for thmgs. 

It, 1. 33. read humane for Aumani^. 

88. 1. IS. read most, 

ib. L 14. read the praetioe tor a practice, 
188. 1. 17. read cool iox stop, 
328. 1. 3. read to for u^iA. . 



